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LETTERS 

OF 

Marcus  Tullius  Cicero 

T     O 

Several  of  his  F  R  i  E  N  d  So 

BOOK     XI. 

LETTER    L 
To    Tiro. 

YOUR  letter  encourages  me  to  hope  that  A.u.70?. 
you  find  yourfelf  better  :  I  am  fure  at 
leaftj  I  moil  fincerely  wifh  that  you  may. 
I  intreat  you  therefore  to  confecrate  all  your 
cares  to  that  end ;  and  by  no  means  indulge  fo 
miftaken  a  fufpicion  as  that  I  am  difpleafed 
you  are  not  with  me.  With  me  you  are,  in 
the  bell  fenfe  of  that  exprelTion,  if  you  are  tak- 
ing care  of  your  health :  which  I  had  much 
rather  you  Ihouid  attend^  than  on  myfelf.  For 
Vol.  UI.  B  tho' 


2  The    letters        Book  XL 

.■v.u.7o8.tho''  I  always  both  fee  and  hear  you  with  plea- 
lure  j  that  pleafure  will  be  greatly  increafed, 
when  I  fhali  have  the  fatisfaftiory  at  the  fame  tii-n* 
to  be  afiured  that  you  are  perfectly  well. 

My  work  is  at  prefcnt  fufpended  \  as  I  can- 
not make  ufe  of  my  own  hand:  however  I  em- 
ploy myfclf  a  good  deal  in  reading.  If  your 
tranfcribers  Ihould  be  puzzled  v/ith  my  manu- 
fcript,  I  beg  you  would  give  them  your  aflift- 
ance  :  as  indeed  there  is  an  interlineation  relat- 
ing to  a  circumilance  in  Cato's  behaviour  when 
Jhe  was   only  four  years   of  age  \  that  I  could 

*  TFie  work  to  whlck  Cicero  altades-,  was  probably  a  pa- 
negyric upon  Cato ;  which  lie  wrote  and  publiihed  about 
this  time. 

^  Plutarch  mentions  feveral  inftances  in  the  life  of  Cato, 
wherein  that  confummate  patriot  had  given  very  early  indi- 
cations of  his  refolute  and  inflexible  fpirit.  But  the  moll 
remarkable,  and  probably  the  fame  which  Cicero  had  cele- 
brated in  the  pafiage  he  is  here  fpe  iking  of,  was  one  that 
happened  vvhcn  Cato  was  in  the  houfe  of  his  uncle  Livius 
Drufus,  who  had  taken  upon  hinifelf  the  care  of  his  educa- 
tion. At  that  time  the  feveral  Hates  of  Italy  in  alliance  with 
the  republic,  were  ftrenuoufly  foliciting  the  privileges  of  Ro- 
man citizens  :  and  Pompedius  Silo,  a  perfon  of  great  note, 
who  came  to  Rome  in  order  to  profecute  this  affair,  was  the 
guc  ft  of  Drufus.  As  Pompedius  was  one  day  amufing  himfel-f 
Avith  the  children  of  the  family,  "  Well,  young  gentlemen, 
faid  he,  addrclung  himfclf  particularly  to  the  little  Cato 
and  his  brother,  "  1  hope  you  will  ufe  your  interell  with 
"  your  uncle,  to  give  his  vote  in  our  favour."  The  latter 
very  readily  anfwcred  in  the  nffirmative;  while  Cato  fiani- 
fied  his  rcfufal  by  fixing  his  eves  fternly  upon  Pompediuj, 
without  faying  a  fingle  word  ^n  reply,  Pompedius  fnatch- 
ing  him  up  in  his  arms,  ran  with  him  to  the  window,  and 
in  a  pretended  rage  threatened  to  throw  him  out,  if 
he  did  not  immediately  yield  to  his  renueft.     Bui  in  vain  : 

ilacce 


Book  XL      o?     C  I  C  E  R  O. 

fcarce  decypher  myfelf.    Yoii  will  continue  your  A.u.  7=2. 
care  likewife,  that  the  dining-room  be  in  proper 
order  for  th.e  reception  of  our  guefts  :  in  which 
number,  I  dare  fay,  I  may  reckon  Tertia,  pro- 
vided Publius  be  not  invited. 

That  ftrange  fellow  Deilnetriuis  was  always, 
I  know,  the  very  reverie  of  his  name-fake  of 
Phaleris  ' :  but  I  find  he  is  now  o;rown  more  in- 
fufferable  than  ever,  and  is  degenerated  into  an 
arrant  Biiienus  \  I  refig;n  the  marias-ement  of 
him  therefore  intirely  into  your  hands ;  and  you 
will  pay  your  court  to  him  accordingly.  But 
however — d'ye  fee — and  as  to  that — (to  prcfenfc 
you  with  a  few  of  his  own  elegant  expletives)  if 
you  fnould  have  any  converfation  with  him,  let 
me  know ;  that  it  may  furnifh  me  with  the 
fubjed  of  a  letter,  and  at  the  fame  time  af- 
ford me  the  pleafure  of  reading  fo  much  longer 

nature  had  not  formed  the  atrocem  anlmum  Catonis,  of  a  tex- 
ture to  be  menaced  our  of  its  purpoCes.  Accordingly  Pom- 
pedius  was  fo  ftruck  with  that  early  fymptom  of  an  undaunt- 
ed fpirit,  that  he  could  not  forbear  faying  tofomeofhis 
friends  who  were  prfefent,  "  How  happy  will  it  be  for 
**  Italy  if  this  boy  fhould  live  !  for  my  part,  continued  he, 
**  I  am  well  perfuaded  if  he  were  now  a  man,  wie  ihould 
"  not  be  able  to  procure  a  fingle  fuftrage  throughout  all 
*'  Rome."    Plut.  in  njtt.  Cat  on.  Uticen. 

^  Demetrius,  fur- named  Phalerius,  from  Phaleris  a  fea- 
port  town  in  Greece,  was  a  celebrated  orator,  who  flourifh- 
ed  abbut  three  centuries  before  the  birth  of  Chrift. 

♦  Who  this  perfon  and  Demetrius  were,  is  utterly  un- 
known :  but  it  is  probable  that  the  ridiculous  part  of  their 
charafters,  to  which  Cicero  here  alludes,  was  that  of  bsing 
very  dull  and  inelegant  orators. 
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A.U.  708.  an  one  from  yonrfelf.  In  the  mean  while  tak(3 
care  of  your  health,  my  dear  Tiro,  I  conjure 
you  :  and  be  well  perfuaded,  that  you  cannot 
render  me  a  more  pleafing  fervice.     Farewel. 

LETTER      II. 
/ 

To     DOLABELLA    '. 

OH  !  that  the  filence  you  fo  kindly  regret;, 
had  been  occafioned  by  my  own  death, 
rather  than  by  the  fevere  lofs  '  I  have  fufl^red : 
a  lofs  I  fliould  be  better  able  to  fupport,  if  I  had 

'   He  was  at  this  time  with  Ca;far  in  Spain. 

*  The  death  of  his  daughter  Tullia.  It  appears  by  a  for- 
mer letter,  that  Ihe  had  lately  lain-in  at  Rome  ;  from  whence 
flie  was  probably  removed  for  the  benefit  of  the  air,  to  her 
father's  Tufculan  villa,  where  fhe  feems  to  have  died.  This 
let:cr  furnidics  a  prefumptive  arrfument  a-  inll  the  opinion 
of  thofe  who  imagine,  that  J)olabella  and  Tullia  were  ne- 
ver aftualiv  divorced.  For  in  the  firft  place,  notvvithfland- 
ing  it  appears  that  thiTC  was  forae  diftance  of  time  between 
the  accident  of  her  death  and  the  prefent  epillle  ;  yet  it 
feems  to  have  been  the  firfl:  letter  which  Cicero  had  written 
to  Dolabella  upon  the  occafion.  Now  it  is  altogether  im- 
probable, if  the  marriage  had  fubfifted,  that  Cieero  fhould 
iiot  have  given  him  immediate  notice  of  an  event  in  which, 
if  not  from  aiFeftion,  at  leall  from  intereft,  he  would  have 
been  greatly  concerned.  In  the  next  place,  it  is  equally 
improbable,  fuppofing  there  had  been  no  divorce,  that 
Cicero  fhould  fpeak  of  this  misfortune  only  in  general  and 
dillant  term;.,  as  he  docs  throughout  this  whole  letter,  with- 
out fo  much  as  mentioning  the  name  of  Tullia,  or  intimating 
even  the  remotelt  hint  of  any  connection  between  her  and 
Dolabella.  But  the  following  letter  will  fupply  a  farther  and 
more  pofitive  argument  againil  the  opinion  above  mentioned. 
Sec  rem.  4.  on  the  next  letter.     Ad  At.  xii.  45,  46. 

VOU 
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you  with  me.  For  your  judicious  counfcls,  and  A.u.  708. 
lingular  affection  towards  me,  would  greatly  con- 
tribute to  alleviate  its  weight.  This  good  office 
indeed  I  may  yet  perhaps  receive  :  for,  as  I 
imagine  we  ihall  foon  fee  you  here,  you  will 
find  me  ftill  fo  deeply  affected,  as  to  have  an  op- 
portunity of  affording  m.e  great  affifbance.  Not 
that  this  afBi(5lion  has  fo  broken  my  fpirit  as  to 
render  me  unmindful  that  I  am  a  man,  or  ap- 
prehenfive  that  I  mull  totally  fink  under  its  pref- 
fure.  But  all  that  chearfulnefs  and  vivacity  of 
temper,  which  you  once  fo  particularly  admired, 
has  now,  alas  !  entirely  forfaken  me.  My  forti- 
tude and  refolution  neverthelefs,  (if  thefe  virtues 
were  ever  mine)  I  ftill  retain  :  and  retain  them 
too  in  the  fame  vigour  as  when  you  left  me. 

As  to  thofe  battles  which,  you  tell  me,  you 
have  fufcained  upon  my  account ;  I  am  far  lefs 
folicitous  that  y^u  Hiould  confute  my  detractors  ', 
than  that  the  world  fhould  know  (as  it  unquef- 
tionably  does)  that  I  enjoy  a  place  in  your  af- 
fection :  and   may  you  ilill  continue  to  render 

5  The  perfon  to  whom  Cicero  alludes,  was  in  all  pro- 
bability his  own  nephew  ;  who  was  at  this  time  in  the  ar- 
my with  Cjefar.  This  young  man  had  taken  great  liberties 
with  his  uncle's  character,  afperfing  it  upon  all  occafions, 
and  in  all  companies  ;  in  particular,  (and  what  gave  Cicero 
the  greateft  uneafinefs)  he  attempted  to  infufe  a  fufpicioii 
among  the  principal  officers  of  the  army,  that  Cicero  was  a 
man  of  dangerous  defigns,  and  one  againft  whom  Cxfarpught 
JO  be  particularly  upon  his  guard.     ji'J  At.  xii.  38.  xiii.  37. 

B  -x  that 


6  L  E  T  T  E  R   TO         Book  XI, 

A.U.708.  that  truth  confpicuous.  To  this  requeft  I  will 
add  another,  and  intreat  you  to  excufe  me  for 
not  fending  you  a  longer  letter.  I  fhorten  it, 
not  only  as  imagining  we  Ihall  foon  meet,  but 
becaufe  my  mind  is  at  prefent  by  no  means  fuf- 
ficiently  compofed  for  writing.     Farewel. 

LETTER    III. 
Servius    Sulpicius    to    Cicero, 

I  Received  the  news  of  your  daughter's  death;^ 
with  all  the  concern  it  fo  juftly  deferves :  and 
indeed  I  cannot  but  confidcr  it  as  a  misfortune 
in  which  I  bear  an  equal  fhare  with  yourfelf     If 
I  had   been   near  you  when  this  fual  accident 
happened,  I  fnould  not  only  have  mingled  my 
tears  with  yours,   but  affifled  you  with  all  the 
confolation  in  my  power.     I  am  fenfible  at  the 
fame  time,  that  offices  of  this  kind  afford  at  bell 
but  a  wretched  relief:  for  as  none  are  qualified 
to  perform  them,  but  thofe  who  ftand  near  to  us 
by  the  ties  either  of  blood  or  affection,  fuch 
perfons  are  generally  too  much  affiifted  themr 
fclves,  to  be  capable  of  adminiftering  comfort  to 
others.     Neverthelefs,  I  thought  proper  to  fug- 
geft  a  few  reflections,  which  occurred  to  me  upon 
this  occafion :  not  as  imagining  they  would  be 
new  to  you,  but  believing  that  in  your  prefent 

dif-. 
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difcompofure  of  mind,  they  might  poiTibly  have  A.U.708. 
efcaped    your    attention.      Tell    me    then,    my 
friend,  wherefore  do  you  indulge  this  excefs  of 
forrow  ?  Refledl,  I  intreat  you,   in  what  manner 
fortune  has  dealt  with  every  one  of  us  :  that  fhe 
has  deprived  us  of  what  ought  to  be  no  lefs  dear 
than  our  children,  and  overwhelmed  in  one  gene- 
ral   ruin   our  honours,  our  liberties,    and    our 
country.     And  after  thefc   loifes,  is  it  poflible 
that   any  other  fhould  increafe  our  tears  ?  Is  it 
pofiible  that  a  mind  long  exercifed  in  calamities 
fo  truly  fevere,  lliould  not  become  totally  callous, 
and  indifferent  to  every  event  ?  But  you  will  tell 
me,  perhaps,  that  your  grief  arifes  not  fo  much 
on  your  ov/n  account,  as  on  that  of  Tullia.    Yet 
furely  you  muft  often,    as  well  as  myfelf,  have 
had  occafion  in  thefe  wretched  times  to  refle6t, 
that  their  condition  by  no  means  deferves  to  be. 
regretted,  whom  death  has  gently  removed  from 
this  unhappy  fcene.     What  is  there,  let  me  aflc, 
in  the  prefent  circumftances  of  our  country,  that 
could  have  rendered  life  greatly  defirable  to  your 
daughter  ?  What  pleafing  hopes,  what  agreeable 
views,  what  rational  fatisfa6iion  could  fhe  poflibly 
have  propofed  to  herfelf  from  a  more   extended 
period  ?  Was  it  in  the  profpecl  of  conjugal  hap- 
pinefs  in  the  fociety  of  fome  diftinguiflied  youth  "^? 

♦  This  pafiage  recms  ftrongly  to  intimate,  that  the  marriage 
t)?tween  Dolabella  and  Tullia  was  adtually  diilblved  before 
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A.u.  708.  as  if,  Indeedj  you  could  have  found  a  fon-in-law 
amongft  our  prefent  fet  of  young  men,  worthy  of 
being  entrufted  with  the  care  of  your  daughter  ! 
Or  was  it  in  the  expeftation  of  being  the  joyful 
mother  of  a  flourifhing  race^  who  might  pofiefs 
their  patrimony  with  independence,  v/ho  might 
gradually  rife  thro'  the  feveral  dignities  of  the 
ilate,  and  exert  the  liberty  to  which  they  were 
born  in  the  fervice  and  defence  of  their  friends 
and  country  ?  But  is  there  one  amongft  all  thefc 
defirable  privileges,  of  which  we  were  not  de- 
<prived  before  fhe  was  in  a  capacity  of  tranfmit- 
ting  them  to  her  defcendants  ?  Yet  after  all,  you 
may  ftill  aliedge,  perhaps,  that  the  lofs  of  our 
children  is  a  fevere  affliftion  :  and  iinqueftionably 
it  would  be  fo,  if  it  were  not  a  much  greater  to 
fee  them  live  to  Cndure  thofe  indignities  which 
their  parents  fuffer. 

her  death.  It  muft  be  acknowledged  however,  that  a  very 
learned  and  accurate  critic  is  of  opi-oion,  that  the  affirmative 
fide  of  this  queltion  can  no  more  be  proved  from  thefe  words 
of  Sulpicius,  than  it  can  be  inferred  from  thofe  which  he  im- 
mediately adds,  an  ut  ea  liberos  ex  fcfe  pareret,  that  Tullia 
*3ied  without  ifTue  ;  which  it  is  well  known  fhe  did  not.  But 
there  feems  to  be  this  difference  between  the  two  inftances : 
that  with  refpeft  to  the  latter,  Sulpicius  might  very  properly 
put  the  quellion  he  there  does,  notwithftanding  Tullia's  hav- 
ing left  a  fon  :  for  altho'  flie  had  one,  fhe  might  reafonably 
indulge  the  expectation  of  having  more.  Whereas  with  re- 
gard to  the  fornr.er  ;  would  it  not  have  been  highly  injurious 
to  her  charafter,  if  .Sulpicius  had  argued  from  a  fuppofition 
which  implied  that  Tullia  entertained  thoughts  of  another 
hulband,  whilll  her  marriage  with  Dolabella  was  flill  fubfift- 
ing  ?  Fid,  epiji,  TunJiaL  advir,  et^ud.  Con,  Middkton,  f.  186. 

I  lately 
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I  lately  fell  into  a  refleftiorij  which  as  it  af-  a.u,7o'8, 
forded  great  relief  to  the  difquietude  of  my  own 
heart,  it  may  poflibly  contribute  likewife  to  af- 
fuage  the  angiiifh  of  yours.  In  my  return  out  of 
Afia,  as  I  was  failing  from  ^gina  tov/ards  Me- 
gara  ',  I  amufed  myfelf  with  contemplating  the 
circumjacent  countries.  Behind  me  lay  Mg'ma, 
before  me  Megara  ;  on  my  right  I  faw  Piraseus  \ 
and  on  my  left,  Corinth  '.  Thefe  cities,  once  fo 
flourifhing  and  magnificent,  now  prefented  no- 
thing to  my  view  but  a  fad  fpedacle  of  defolation. 
Alas,  (I  faid  to  myfelf)  fliall  fuch  a  Hiort- 
lived  creature  as  man  complain,  when  one  of 
his  fpecies  falls  either  by  the  hand  of  vio- 
lence, or  by  the  common  courfe  of  nature; 
whilft  in  this  narrow  compafs  fo  many  great 
*^  and  glorious  cities,  formed  for  a  much  longer 
'^  duration,  thus  lie  extended  in  ruins  ?  Remem- 
*'  ber  then,  oh  my  heart !  the  general  lot  to 
^'  which  man  is  born  :  and  let  that  thought  fup- 
''  prefs  thy  unreafonable  murmurs."  Believe 
m.e,  I  found  my  mind  greatly  refrelhed  and  com- 
forted by  thefe  reflexions.  Let  me  advife  you  in 
the  fame  manner  to  reprefent  to  yourfelf,  what 

»  ^gina,  now  called  Engia,  is  an  ifland  fituated  in  the 
gulf  that  runs  between  the  Peloponnefus  and  Attica,  to 
which  it  gives  its  name.  Megara  was  a  city  near  the  ifth- 
mus  of  Corinth. 

*  A  celebrated  fea-port  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  Athens, 
T'OW  called  Port-Lion. 

'  A  city  in  the  Peloponnefusi 

numbei^  ^ 
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A.u.  7cS.  numbers  of  our  iUuftrious  countrymen  have  lately 
been  cut  ofi  at  once  %  how  much  the  ftrength  of 
the  Roman  republic  is  impaired,  and  what  dread- 
ful devaftation  has  gone  forth  throughout  all  its 
provinces !  And  can  you,  with  the  imprefllon  of 
thefe  greater  calamities  upon  your  mind,  be  fo 
imm.oderately  afflifted  for  the  lofs  of  a  fingle  in- 
dividual, a  poor,  little,  tender  woman  ?  who,  if 
Ihe  had  not  died  at  this  time,  muft  in  a  few  fleet- 
ing years  more,  have  inevitably  undergone  that 
common  fate  to  which  fhe  was  born ". 

Reafonable  however  as  thefe  refle<Stions  are,  I 
would  call  you  from  them  awhile,  in  order  to 

'  In  the  civil  wars. 

*  One  of  the  fineft  and  moll  elegant  of  all  writers,  either 
anticnt  or  modern,  has  given  us  fome  refiefticns  which  arofe 
in  his  mind  in  walking  amongft  the  repofitories  of  the  dead  ; 
which,  as  they  are  not  altogether  foreign  to  the  fubjeft  of 
this  letter,  the  reader  perhaps  will  indulge  me  in  the  pleafure 
of  producing,  as  a  fort  of  corollaries  to  the  fentiments  of 
Sulpicius.  •«  When  I  look  upon  the  tombs  of  the  greas, 
(fays  the  incomparable  Addifon)  '*  every  emotion  of  envy 
*'  dies  within  me  ;  when  I  read  the  epitaphs  of  the  beautiful, 
**  every  inordinate  defire  goes  out ;  when  I  meet  with  the 
•'  grief  of  parents  upon  a  tomb-ftone,  my  heart  melts  with 
•'  compaffion  ;  when  I  fee  the  tomb  of  the  parents  them- 
**  felves,  I  confider  the  vanity  of  grieving  for  thofe  whom 
"  we  muft  quickly  follow  :  when  I  fee  kings  lying  by  thofe 
"  who  depofed  them  ;  when  I  confider  rival  wits,  placed 
"  fide  by  fide,  or  the  holy  men  that  divided  the  world  with 
"  their  contefts  and  difputes,  I  reflect  with  forrow  and 
**  aftonifliment  on  the  little  competitions,  faflions  and  de- 
•*  bates  of  mankind.  When  I  read  the  feveral  dates  of  the 
*•  tombs,  of  fome  that  died  yefterday,  and  fome  fix  hundred 
*'  years  ago,  I  confider  that  great  day  when  we  fhall  all  of 
"  us  be  contemporaries,  and  make  our  appearance  tog3- 
**  tKer."    Spea.  Vol.  i.  Numb.  26. 

lead 
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lead  your  thoughts  to  others  more  peculiarly  A.u.  70?. 
fuitable  to  your  circumftances  and  charadler. 
Remember  then,  that  your  daughter  lived  as  long 
as  life  was  worth  pofrciTingj  that  is,  till  liberty 
was  no  more :  that  fhe  lived  to  fee  you  in  the 
illuiLrious  offices  of  praetor,  conful,  and  augur; 
to  be  married  to  fame  of  the  nobleft  youths  in 
Rome  ;  to  be  bleffed  with  aimoft  every  valuable 
enjoyment ;  and  at  length  to  expire  with  the  re- 
public itfeif.  Tell  me  now,  what  is  there  in  this 
view  of  her  fate,  that  could  give  either  her  or 
yourfelf  juft  reafon  to  complain  ?  In  fine,  do  not 
forget  that  you  are  Cicero  ;  the  wife,  the  philofo- 
phical  Cicero,  who  were  wont  to  give  advice  to 
others  :  nor  refemble  thofe  unikilful  empirics, 
who  at  the  fame  time  that  they  pretend  to  be  fur- 
nifhed  with  remedies  for  other  men's  diforders, 
are  altogether  incapable  of  finding  a  cure  for 
their  own.  On  the  contrary,  apply  to  your  pri- 
vate ufe,  thofe  judicious  precepts  you  have  ad- 
min illered  to  the  public.  Time  necefTarily  weak- 
ens the  ftrongeft  imprefiions  of  forrow :  but  it 
would  be  a  reproach  to  vour  charafter  not  to  an- 
ticipate  this  its  certain  effeft,  by  the  force  of  your 
own  good  fenfe  and  judgment.  If  the  dead  retain 
any  confcioufnefs  of  what  is  here  tranfafted,  your 

'  To  Pifo,  Craflipes,  and  Dolabella  :  of  each  of  whom 
sn  account  has  been  occafionally  given  in  the  preceding 
ohfervations. 

daughter's 
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A. 11.708.  daugliter's  affeftion,  I  am  fure,  was  fuch  both  to 
you  and  to  all  her  relations,  that  Ihe  can  by  no 
means  defire  you  iliould  abandon  yourfelf  to  this 
excefs  of  grief.  Reftrain  it  then,  I  conjure  you, 
for  her  fake,  and  for  the  fake  of  the  rell  of  your 
family  and  friends,  who  lament  to  fee  you  thus 
afflifted.  Reftrain  it  too,  I  befeech  you,  for  the 
fake  of  your  country  ;  that  whenever  the  oppor- 
tunity/ fliall  ferve,  it  may  reap  the  benefit  of  your 
counfels  and  affiftance.  In  ihort,  fince  fuch  is 
our  fortune  that  v/e  muft  necelTarily  fubmit  to  the 
prefent  fyflem  of  public  affairs,  fufter  it  not  to 
be  fufpecled,  that  it  is  not  fo  much  the  death  of 
ycur  daughter,  as  the  fate  of  the  republic,  and 
the  fuccefs  of  our  viftors,  that  you  deplore. 

But  it  would  be  ill-manners  to  dwell  any  longer 
upon  this  fubjeft,  as  I  fhould  feem  to  queftion 
the  efficacy  of  your  own  good  fenfe.  I  will  only 
add  therefore,  that  as  we  have  often  feen  you 
bear  profperity  in  the  nobleft  manner,  and  with 
the  higheft  applaufe ;  fliew  us  likewife  that  you 
are  not  too  fenfible  of  adverfity,  but  know  how 
to  fupport  it  wit^i  the  fam.e  advantage  to  your 
charadler.  In  a  word,  let  it  not  be  faid,  that 
fortitude  is  the  fingle  virtue  to  which  my  friend 
is  a  ftranger  *'. 

*•  Sulpicius  has  drawn  together  in  this  admired  letter, 
whatever  human  philofophy  has  offeree  to  corapofe  the  per- 
turbations of  a  mind  under  the  difcjuictade  of  fevere  af- 

As 
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As  for  what  concerns  myfelf;   I  will  fend  you  A.u.702. 
an  account   of  the  fcate   of  this  province,  and 
of  v/hat  Is  tranfafting  in  this  part  of  the  world,  as 
foon  as  I  fhall  hear  that  you  are  fufRciently  com- 
pofed  to  receive  the  information.     Farewel. 

LETTER    IV. 

To    Servius    SuiPicius, 

I  Join  with  you,  my  dear  Sulpicius,  In  wifli- 
ing  that  you  had  been  In  Rome  when  this 
mod  fevere  calamity  befell  me.     I  am  fenfible 
of  the  advantage  I  fhould  have  received  from 
your   prefence,     and    I    had    almofl:   faid   your 
equal  participation  of  my  grief,  by  having  found 
myfelf  fomewhat    more    compofed  after   I    had 
read  your  letter.    It  furnifhed  me  indeed  with  ar- 
guments extremely  proper  -^o  footh  the  anguiili 
of  affliction  j  and  evidently  flowed  from  a  heart 
that  fympathized  with  the  forrows  It  endeavour- 
ed to  afluage.     But  altho'  I  could  not  enjoy  the 
benefit  of  your  own  good  offices  in  perfon,  I  had 
the  advantage  hov/ever  of  your  fon's  :   who  gave 

fliftions.  But  it  Is  evident,  that  all  arguments  of  the  fort 
here  produced,  tend  rather  to  filence  the  clamours  of  forrow, 
than  to  foften  and  fubdue  its  anguifli.  It  is  a  much  more 
exalted  philofophy  indeed,  that  mull  fupply  the  cfFeiflual 
remedies  for  this  purpofe :  to  which,  no  other  but  that  of 
chriilianity  alone,  will  be  found  on  the  trial  to  be  in  any 
rational  degree  fufficient. 

me 


14  The    L  E  T  T  E  Pc  S       Book  XU 

A.U.70S.  me  a  proof  by  every  tender  aOlftance  that  could 
be  contributed  upon  fo  melancholy  an  occafion; 
how  much  he  imagined  that  he  was  afting  agree- 
ably to  your  fentiments,  when  he  thus  difcovered 
the  affedlion  of  his  own.  More  pleafing  inllances 
of  his  friendfhip,  I  have  frequently  received ; 
but  never  any  that  were  more  obliging.  As  to 
thofe  for  which  I  am  indebted  to  yourfelf ;  it  is 
not  only  the  force  of  your  rcafonings,  and  the 
very  confiderable  fhare  you  take  in  my  afflic- 
tions, that  have  contributed  to  compofe  my 
mindi  it  is  the  deference  likewife  which  I  al- 
ways pay  to  the  authority  of  your  fentiments* 
For  knowing,  as  I  perfe6lly  do,  the  fuperior  wif- 
dom  with  which  you  are  enlightened,  I  fliould  be 
ailiamed  not  to  fuppdrt  my  diitreflcs  in  the  maii- 
tier  you  think  I  ought.  I  will  acknowledge  ne- 
verthelefs,  that  they  fometimes  almoft  intirely 
overcome  me :  and  I  am  fcarce  able  to  refifl  the 
force  of  my  grief  when  I  refleft,  that  I  am  defti- 
tute  of  thofe  confolations  which  attended  others, 
whofe  examples  I  propofe  to  my. imitation.  Thus- 
Quintus  Maximus  '  loft  a  fon  of  confular  rank, 
and  diftinguilhed  by  many  brave  and  illuftri- 

'  Quintus  Fabius  Maximus,  fo  well  known  for  his  brave 
and  judicious  condufl  in  oppofing  the  progrefs  of  Hannibal's 
arms  in  Italy,  was  five  times  advanced  to  the  confular  of- 
iice  :  the  lafl  of  which  was  in  the  year  of  Rome  545.  At 
the  expiration  of  his  fourth  confulate,  he  was  fucceeded  in 
that  oiHce  by  his  fon  Marcus  Fabius^  who  likewife  dillin' 

OUS 
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ous  actions;   Lucius  Paulus  *  was  deprived  of  A. 11.708. 
two  Tons  in  the  fpace  of  a  fingle  week ;   and  your 
relation  Gallus  \  together  with  Marcus  Cato  % 
had  both  of  them  the  unhappinefs  to  furvive 
their  rcfpe^live  fons,   who  were  endowed  with 

guilhed  hirofelf  by  his  military  atchievements.  It  does  not 
appear  when,  or  by  what  accident  Marcus  died  :  but  his  ii- 
luftrious  father  was  (o  much  mafter  of  his  grief  upon  that  oc- 
cafion,  as  to  pronounce  a  funeral  eulogy  in  honour  of  his  fon, 
before  a  general  aflembly  of  the  people.  Li<v.  xxiv.  43.  Plut* 
in  <vit.  Fab, 

*  A  very  few  days  before  Paulus  ^milius  made  his  public 
entry  into  Rome  in  the  year  5S5,  on  occafion  of  his  vidlory 
.over  Perfeus,  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lofe  one  of  his  fons : 
and  this  calamity  was  fucceeded  by  another  of  the  fame 
kind  which  befel  him  about  as  many  days  after  his  triumph. 
Liv.  xlv.  41. 

Manutius  conjeflures,  that  the  perfon  here  mentioned, 
is  Caius  Sulpicius  Gallus,  who  was  conful  in  the  year  586. 

*  The  cenfor.     His  fon  was  prjEtor  in  the  year  of  Rome 
638,  and  died  whilft  he  was  in  the  adminiltration  of  that 
office-     I  cannot  forbear  tranfcribing  upon  this  occafion  a 
noble  pafl'age  from  Cicero's  treatife  concerning  old  age,  as  I 
find  it  extremely  well  tranllated  to  my  hand  by  a  late  inge- 
nious writer  (Mr.  Hughes,  if  I  miilake  not)  in  the  Sped ator; 
Our  author  reprefents  Cato  as  breaking  out  into  the  follow- 
ing rapture  at  the  thoughts  of  his  approaching  diflblution  : 
*'  O  happy  day,    (fays  this  amiable  moralift)  when  I   fliail 
*'  efcape  from  this  crowd,  this  heap  pf  pollution,  and  be  ad- 
*'  mitted  to  that  divine  alTembly  of  exalted  fpirits  !  when 
"  I   fhall  go — to  my  Cato,  my  fon  ;   than  whom  a  better 
**  man  was  never   born  ;  and  whofe  funeral  rites  I  myfelf 
**  performed,   whereas   he  ought  rather  to  have  attended 
**  mine.     Yet  has  not  his  foul  defeated  me,  but  feeming  to 
*'  call  a  look  on  me,   is  gone  before  to  thofe  habitations  to 
*'  which  it  was  fenfible  I  ftiould  follow  him.     And  tho'  I 
*'  might  appear  to  have  borne  my  lofs  with  courage  ;  I  was 
**  not  unaffefted  with  it:   but  I  comforted  myfelf  in  the  af- 
**  furance  that  it  would  not  be  long  befv:re  we  fhould  meet 
"  again,    and  be  divorced   no  more."     Pi^h.  Annal.  ii. 
99.  Plut,  in  ^-it.  Caton,     Cic,  tfe  Senc.^,  23.     Spe^.  Vol.  7. 
tiumb.  532. 

the 
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A.U.  7c8.the  highefl  abilities  and  virtues.     Yet  thefe  un- 
fortunate parents  lived  in  times  when  the  honours 
they  derived  from  the  republic,  might  in  fome 
meafure  alleviate  the  weight  of  their  domeftic 
misfortunes.     But    as    for  myfelf,    after  having 
been  ftripped  of  thofe  dignities  you  mention,  and 
which  I  had  acquired  by  the  moll  laborious  exer- 
tion of  my  abilities,  I  had  one  only  confolation 
.  remaining :  and  of  that  I  am  now  bereaved  !  I 
could  no  longer  divert  the  difquietude  of  my 
thoughts,  by  employing  myfelf  in  the  caufes  of 
my  friends,   or  the  bufinefs  of  the  ftate :   for  I 
could  no  longer  with  any  fatisfadion  appear  either 
in  the  forum,   or  the  fenatc.     In  fhort,  I  juftly 
confidered  myfelf  as  cut  off  from  the  benefit  of 
all  thofe  alleviating  occupations  in  which  fortune 
and  induftry  had  qualified  me  to  engage.     But  1 
confidered  too,  that  this  was  a  deprivation  which 
I  fuffered  in   common  with  yourfelf  and  fome 
others  :   and  whilfl  I  was  endeavouring  to  recon- 
cile my  mind  to  a  patient  indurance  of  thofe  ills ; 
there  was  c?ie  to  whofe   tender  offices  I   could 
have  recourfe,  and  in  the  fvv^eetnefs  of  vvhofe  con- 
verfation  I  could  difcharge  all  the  cares  and  an- 
xiety of  my  heart.    But  this  laft  fatal  flab  to  my 
peace,  has  torn  open  thofe  wounds  which  feem- 
ed  in  fome  meafure  to  have  been  tolerably  heal- 
ed.    For  I  can  now  no  longer  lofe  my  private 
forrows  in  the  profpcrity  of  the  commonwealth, 

5  as 
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as  I  was  wont  to  difpel  the  uneafinefs  I  fuffered  A.u.ros* 
upon  the  public  account,  in  the  happinefs  I  re- 
ceived at  home.  Accordingly  I  have  equally 
baniflied  myfelf  from  my  houfe  %  and  froiTi  the 
public ;  as  finding  no  relief  in  either,  from  the  ca- 
lamities I  lament  in  both.  It  is  this,  therefore, 
that  heightens  my  defire  of  feeing  you  here; 
as  nothing  can  afford  me  a  more  efFeftual  confo- 
lation  than  the  renewal  of  our  friendly  intercourfe: 
a  happinefs  which  I  hope,  and  am  informed  in- 
deed, that  I  fliall  Hiortly  enjoy.  Among  the 
many  reafons  I  have  for  impatiently  wiihing  your 
arrival,  one  is,  that  we  may  previoufly  concert 
together  our  fchem.e  of  conduct  in  the  prefent  con- 
jundure;  which,  however,  m.uft  now  be  intirely 
accommodated  to  another's  will.  This  perfon  % 
'tis  true,  is  a  man  of  great  abilities  and  genero- 
llty  j  and  one,  if  I  miftake  not,  who  is  by  no 
means  my  enemy  j  as  I  am  fure  he  is  extremely 
your  friend.  Neverthelefs  it  requires  much 
confideration,  I  do  not  fay  in  what  manner  we 
Ihall  a6t  with  refped  to  public  affairs,  but  by 
what  methods  we  may  beft  obtain  his  permiflion 
to  retire  from  them.     Farewel. 

^  Cicero,  upon  the  death  of  his  daughter,  retired  from  his 
own  hoiife,  to  one  belonging  to  Atticds  near  Rome :  from 
which,  perhaps,  this  letter  was  written. 
,  *  C«far. 

Vol.  Ill,  C  LET- 
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LETTER    V. 
To    Lucius    Lucceius^. 

A.U.703.  ALL  the  letters  I  have  received  from  you 
-^^  upon  the  fubjeft  of  my  late  misfortune, 
were  extremely  acceptable  to  me,  as  inftances  of 
the  higheft  afFeftion  and  good  fenfe.  But  the 
great  advantage  I  have  derived  from  them,  prin- 
cipally refults  from  that  animating  contempt 
with  which  you  look  down  upon  human  af- 
fairs, and  that  exemplary  fortitude  which  arms 
you  againft  all  the  various  aflaults  of  fortune. 
I  efieem  it  the  moft  glorious  privilege  of 
philofophy,  to  be  thus  fjperior  to  external  acci- 
dents, and  to  depend  for  happinefs  on  ourfelves 
alone :  a  fentiment,  which,  altho'  it  was  too 
deeply  planted  in  my  heart  to  be  totally  eradi- 
cated, has  been  fomewhat  weakened,  I  confefs, 
by  the  violence  of  thofe  repeated  ftorms  to  which 
I  have  been  lately  expofed.  But  you  have  en- 
deavoured, and  with  great  fuccefs  indeed,  to  re- 
llore  it  to  all  its  ufual  ftrength  and  vigour.  I  can- 
not therefore  either  too  often,  or  too  ftrong- 
ly  aflure  you,  -that  nothing  could  give  me  an 

*  The  fame  to  whom  the  20th  letter  of  the  firft  book  is 
written.     See  an  account  of  him  in  rem,  i.  on  that  epiftle, 

^  higher 
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higher  fatisfatSlion  than  your  letter.  But  power-  A.u.  70^, 
fui  ES  the  various  arguments  of  confolaticn  are 
which  you  have  colle6ted  for  my  ufe,  and  ele- 
gantly as  you  have  enforced  them ;  1  mufb  ac- 
knowledge, that  nothing  proved  more  effeftual 
than  that  firmnefs  of  mind  which  I  remarked  irt 
your  letters,  and  which  I  fhould  efteem  as  the 
titmoft  reproach  not  to  imitate.  But  if  I  imitate^ 
I  muft  necefTarily  excel  my  guide  and  inftruclor 
in  this  lefTon  of  fortitude  :  for  I  am  altogether 
tinfupported  by  the  fame  hopes  which  I  find  yoii 
entertain,  that  public  affairs  will  improve.  Thofe 
illuftratlons  indeed  which  you  draw  from  the  gla- 
diatorial combats  ",  together  with  the  whole  ten- 
dency of  your  reafoning  in  general,  all  concur  in 
forbidding  me  to  defpair  of  the  commonwealth. 
tt  v/ould  be  nothing  extraorduiary  therefore  if 
you  fhould  be  more  compofed  than  myfelf, 
whilfl  yoii  are  in  pofTefllon  of  thefe  pleafing 
hopes :  the  only  wonder  is,  how  you  can  pofTibly 
entertain  any.  For  fay,  my  friend,  what  is  there 
of  our  conflitution  that  is  not  utterlv  fubverted  ? 
Look  roiind  the  republic  and  tell  me,  (you  who 

'  Manutius  fuppofes,  with  great  probability,  that  Luccei- 
us  in  the  letter  to  which  this  is  an  anfwer,  had  endeavoured 
to  perfuade  Cicero  not  to  defpair  of  bettef  tirres,  by  remind- 
ing him  of  what  fometimes  happened  at  the  gladiatorial 
fhews  :  where  it  was  not  unufual  to  fee  a  combatant  that 
feemed  almoll  intirely  vanquifhed,  unexpectedly  recover 
his  ground,  and  gain  the  day  from  his  aiuagonitt. 

C    2  '    fo 
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A.U.  70?.  fo  well  underftand  the  nature  of  our  government) 
what  part  of  it  remains  unbroken,  or  unim- 
paired ?  Moil:  unqueftionably  there  is  not  one ; 
as  I  would  prove  in  detail,  if  I  imagined  my 
own  difcernment  was  fuperior  to  yours,  or  were 
capable  (notwithftanding  all  your  powerful  ad- 
monitions and  precepts)  to  dwell  upon  fo  melan- 
choly a  fubjed  without  being  extremely  affeded. 
But  I  will  bear  my  domeflic  misfortunes  in  the 
manner  you  allure  me  that  I  ought :  and  as  to 
thofe  of  the  public,  I  fhall  fupport  them,  per- 
haps, with  greater  -equanimity  than  even  my 
friend.  For  (to  repeat  it  again)  you  are  not,  it 
feems,  without  fome  fort  of  hopes ;  whereas  for 
myfelf,  I  have  abfolutely  none :  and  Ihall  there- 
fore, in  purfuance  of  your  advice,  preferve  my 
fpirits  even  in  the  midft  of  defpair.  The  pleaf- 
ing  recolle<5tion  of  thofe  aftions  you  recall  to  my 
remembrance,  and  which  indeed  I  performed 
chiefiy  by  your  encouragement  and  recommenda- 
tion, will  greatly  contribute  to  this  end.  To  fay 
the  truth,  I  have  done  every  thing  for  the  fervicc 
of  my  country  that  I  ought,  and  more  than  could 
have  been  expected  from  the  courage  and  coun- 
fels  of  any  man.  You  will  pardon  me,  I  hope, 
for  fpeaking  in  this  advantageous  manner  of  my 
own  condud  :  but  as  you  advife  me  to  alleviate 
my  prefent  uneafmefs  by  a  retrofpeft  on  my  pafl 

a61:ions  r 
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aflions  ;  I  will  confefs,  that  in  thus  commemo-  A.u.  708. 
rating  them,  I  find  great  confoiation. 

I  Ihall  pun6lually  obferve  your  admonitions, 
by  calling  off  my  mind  as  much  as  polTible  from 
every  thing  that  may  difturb  its  peace,  and  fixing 
it  on  thofe  fpeculations  which  are  at  once  an 
ornament  to  profperity,  and  the  fupport  of  ad- 
verfity.  For  this  purpofe  I  iliall  endeavour  to 
fpend  as  much  of  my  time  with  you^,  as  our 
health  and  years  will  mutually  permit :  and  if  we 
cannot  meet  fo  often  as  I  am  fure  we  both  wiih, 
we  fhall  always  at  leaft  feem  prefent  to  each  other 
by  a  fympathy  of  hearts,  and  an  union  in  the 
fame  philofophical  contemplations.     Farewei. 

LETTER     VL 

L  u  c  c  E  I  u  s    to   Cicero, 

I  Shall  rejoice  to  hear  that  you  are  well.  As  to 
my  own  health,   it  is  much  as  ufual  j  or  ra- 
ther, I  think,  fomewhat  worfe. 

I  have  frequently  called  at  your  door ;  and  am 
much  furprized  to  find,  that  you  have  not  been 
in  Rome  fince  C^efar  left  it.  What  is  it  that 
fo  llrongly  draws  you  from  hence  ?  If  any  of 
your  ufual  engagements  of  the  literary  kind, 
renders  you  thus  enamoured  of  folitude,  I  am  lb 

C  3  far 
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A.U.  708.  far  from  condemning  your  retirement,  that  I  think 
of  it  with  pleafure.  There  is  no  fort  of  life  in- 
deed that  can  be  more  agreeable,  not  only  in 
times  fo  difturbed  as  the  prefent,  but  even  ir; 
thofe  of  the  moft  defirable  calm  and  ferenity : 
efpecially  to  a  mind  lihe  yours,  which  may  have 
pccafion  for  repofe  from  its  public  labours,  and 
which  is  always  capable  of  producing  fomething 
that  will  afford  both  pleafure  to  others  and  honour, 
to  yourfelf.  But  if  you  have  withdrawn  from 
the  world  in  order  to  give  a  free  vent  to  thofe 
tears  whicli  you  fo  immoderately  indulged  when 
you  were  here ;  I  fhall  lament  indeed  your  grief  j 
but  (if  you  will  allow  me  to  fpeak  the  truth) 
I  never  can  excufe  it.  For  tell  me,  my  friend, 
is  it  poflible  that  a  man  of  your  uncom- 
mon difcernment  Hiould  not  perceive,  what  is 
obvious  to  ail  mankind?  Is  it  pofTible  you  can 
be  ignorant  that  your  perpetual  complaints  can 
profit  nothing,  and  only  ferve  to  increafe  thofe 
difquietudes  which  your  good  fenfe  requires  you 
to  llibdue?  But  if  arguments  cannot  prevail, 
intreaties  perhaps  may.  Let  me  conjure  you 
then  by  all  the  regard  you  bear  me,  to  difpel 
this  gloom  that  hangs  upon  your  heart  i  to  re- 
turn to  that-  fociety  and  to  thofe  occupations 
which  were  either  common  to  us  both,  or  pecu- 
liar to  yourfelf.  But  though  I  would  fain  diffuade 
•  ■■  ^"   .    ^    '  ■  you 
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you  from  continuing  your  prefent  way  of  life,  a.u.  708. 
yet  I  would  by  no  means  fuffer  my  zeal  to  be 
troublefome.  In  the  difficulty  therefore  of  fleer- 
ing between  thefe  two  inclinations,  I  will  only 
add  my  requeil,  that  you  would  either  comply 
with  my  advice,  or  excufe  me  for  offering  it. 
Farewel. 

LETTER     VII. 

To    Lucius    L  u  c  c  e  i  u  s. 

EVERY  part  of  your  laft  letter  glowed  with 
that  warmth  of  friendfnip,  which,  tho'  it 
was  by  no  means  new  to  me,  I  could  not  but  ob- 
ferve  with  peculiar  fatisfa6lion ;  I  would  fay 
-plea fur e,  if  that  were  not  a  word  to  which  I  have 
now  for  ever  bidden  adieu.  Not  merely,  however, 
for  the  caufe  you  fufpedl,  and  for  which,  under 
the  gentleft  and  mofl  affeftionate  terms,  you  in 
faft  very  feverely  reproach  me  ;  but  becaufe  all 
that  ought  in  reafon  to  affuage  the  anguifh  of  fo 
deep  a  wound,  is  abfolutely  no  more.  For  whi- 
ther fhall  I  fly  for  confolation  ?  Is  it  to  the  bofom 
of  my  friends  ?  But  tell  me  (for  we  have  gene- 
rally fhared  the  fame  comnion  amities  together) 
how  few  of  that  number  are  rem.aining  ?  how  few 
that  have  not  perifhed  by  the  fword,  or  that 
are  not  become  itrangely  infenfible  ?  You  will 

C  4  .  fay, 
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A.U.702.  fay,  perhaps,  that   I  might   feek  my  relief  in 
your  fociety  :  and  there  indeed  I  would  willingly 
feek  it.     The  fame  habitudes  and  ftudies,  a  long 
intercourfe  of  friendlhip — in  fhort,  is  there  any 
fort  of  bond,  any  fingle  circumftance  of  connec- 
tion wanting  to  unite  us  together  ?  Why  then 
are  we  fuch  ftrangers  to  one  another  ?  For  my 
own  part,  I  know  not :  but  this  I  know,  that  we 
have  hitherto  feldom  met,  I  do  not  fay  in  Rome, 
where  the  Forum  ufually  brings  every  body  to- 
gether ^,  but  when  we  were  near  neighbours  at 
Tufculum  and  PuteoljE. 

I-  know  not  by  what  ill  fate  It  has  happened, 
that  at  an  age,  when  I  might  expeft  to  flourifa 
in  the  greatefc  credit  and  dignity,  I  lliould  find 
myfelf  in  fo  wretched  a  fituation  as  to  be  a- 
fhamed  that  I  am  ftill  in  being.  Defpoiled  in- 
deed of  every  honour  and  every  comfort  that 
adorned  my  public  life,  or  fmoothed  my  private ; 
what  is  it  that  can  now  afford  me  any  refuge  ? 
My  books,  I  imagine  you  will  tell  me :  and 
to  thefe  indeed  I  very  afTiduoufly  apply.  For  to 
what  elfe  can  I  pofllbly  have  recourfe  ?  Yet  even 
thefe  feem  to  exclude  me  from  that  peaceful  port 

**  The  forum  was  a  place  of  general  refort  for  the  whole 
city.  It  was  here  that  the  lawyers  pleaded  their  caufes,  that 
the  poets  recited  their  works,  and  that  funeral  orations  were 
fpoken  in  honour  of  the  dead.  It  was  here,  in  fliort,  every 
thing  was  going  forward,  that  could  engage  the  aftive,  or 
amufe  the  idle.     Fid.  Hor.  lib.  i.j'at.  4.  j^./at.  6.  42. 

which 
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which  I  fain  would  reach,  and  reproach  me,  as  it  A.U.705. 
were,  for  prolonging  that  life  which  only  increafes 
my  forrows  with  my  years.     Can  you  wonder 
then  that   I   abfent  myfelf  from  Rome,   where 
there  is  nothing  unde^  my  own  roof  to  afford  mo. 
any  fatisfa6lion,  and  where  I  abhor  both  public 
men  and  public  meafures,  both  the  forum  and 
the  fenate  ?  For  this  reafon  it  is  that  I  wear  away 
my  days  in  a  total  application  to  literary  purfuits : 
not  indeed  as  entertaining  fo  vain  a  hope,  that  I 
may  find  in  them  a  complete  cure  for  my  misfor- 
tunes, but  in  order  to  obtain  at  leaft  fome  little 
refpite  from  their  bitter  remembrance. 

If  thofe  dangers  with  which  we  were  daily 

menaced,  had  not  formerly  prevented  both  you 

and  myfelf  from  reflefling  with  that  cdblnefs  we 

ought,  we  Ihould  never  have  been  thus  feparated. 

Had  that  proved  to  have  been  the  cafe,  we  fhould 

both  of  us  have  fpared  ourfelves  much  uneail- 

nefs  :  as  I   fhould  not  have  indulged  fo  many 

groundlefs  fears  for  your  health,  nor  you  for  the 

confequences  of  my  grief.     Let  us  repair  then 

this  unlucky  miftake  as  well  as  we  may  :  and  as 

nothing  can  be  more  fuitable  to  both  of  us,  than 

the  company  of  each  other,  I  purpofe  to  be  with 

you  in  a  few  days.     Farewel. 


LET- 
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LETTER    VIIL 

To    Marcus    IVI  a  r  c  e  l  l  u  s. 

A.U.708.  TVTOtwithftanding  that  I  have  nothing  new  to 
■^  iw^  communicate  to  you,  and  am  in  expeda- 
tion  of  a  letter  from  you  very  fhortly,  or  rather 
indeed  of  feeing  you  in  perfon  -,  yet  I  would  not 
fuffer  Theophilus  to  go  away,  without  fending 
you  a  line  or  two  by  his  hands.  Let  me  intreat 
you  then  to  return  amongft  us  9,  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible:  and  be  afTured  you  are  impatiently  ex- 
pefted,  not  only  by  myfelf  and  the  reft  of  your 
friends,  but  by  all  Rome  in  general.  I  am  fome- 
times  however  inclined  to  fear,  that  you  will  not 
be  extremely  forward  to  haften  your  journey  :  and 
indeed  if  you  were  polTefled  of  no  other  fenfe  but 
that  of  feeing,  I  could  eafily  cxcufe  you  if  there 
are  fome  perfons  whom  you  would  chufe  to  avoid. 
But  as  the  difference  is  very  inconfiderable  be- 
tween hearing  and  being  a  fpe6lator  of  what  one 
difapproves  -,  and  as  I  am  perfuaded  it  is  of  great 
confequence,  both  in  refpe^t  to  your  private 
affairs,  as  well  as  upon  eveiy  other  confideration, 
that  you  Ihould  expedite  your  return  j  I  thought 
it  incumbent  upon  me  to  tell  you  fo.     And  now 


•  See  let.  19.  vol-  ii,  p.  343; 
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having  acquainted  you  with  my  fcntiments,  theA.u.708. 
reft  muft  be  left  to  your  own  determination :   but 
\  Ihould  be  glad  to  know,  however,  when  we 
niay  expeft  you.     Farewel. 


LETTER     IX. 
Tq  Tiro. 

BElieve  me,  my  dear  Tiro,  I  am  greatly 
anxious  for  your  health  :  however  if  you 
perfevere  in  the  fame  cautious  regimen  which  you 
have  hitherto  obferved,  yoij  will  foon,  I  truil, 
be  well.  As  to  my  library ;  I  beg  you  would 
put  the  books  in  order,  and  take  a  catalogue  of 
them,  when  your  phyfician  fhall  give  you  his  con- 
fent :  for  it  is  by  his  dire6lions  you  muft  now  be 
governed.  With  refpeft  to  the  gardener  j  I  leave 
you  to  adjuft  matters  as  you  fliall  judge  proper. 

I  think  you  might  come  to  Rome  on  the  firft' 
of  next  month,  in  order  to  fee  the  gladiatorial 
combats,  and  return  the  following  day  :  but  let 
this  be  entirely  as  is  moft  agreeable  to  your  own 
inclinations.  In  the  mean  time,  if  you  have  any 
affection  for  me,  take  care  of  your  health.  Fare- 
's/el. 


LET- 
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LETTER    X. 

Servius  Sulpicius  to  Cicero. 

A.U.70S.  ^T^HE  news  I  am  going  to  acquaint  you  with-, 
JL  will,  I  am  fure,  prove  extremely  unwel- 
come :  yet  as  you  cannot  but  in  fome  meafure  be 
prepared  for  it,  by  being  fenfible  that  every 
man^s  life  is  fubje6l  to  cafualties,  as  well  as  to 
the  general  laws  of  nature,  I  thought  proper  to 
fend  you  a  circumftantial  account  of  the  unhappy 
accident  that  has  lately  happened. 

I  arrived  at  Pirteeus,  from  Epidaurus ',  on' 
the  23d  inflant :  where  I  continued  all  that  day 
merely  to  enjoy  the  company  of  my  collegue 
*  Marcellus.  The  next  day  I  took  my  leave  of 
him,  with  an  intention  of  going  from  Athens  into 
Boeotia  ',  in  order  to  finifh  the  remainder  of  my 
circuit  ^ :  and  I  left  him  in  the  refolxition,  as  he 
told  me,  of  failing  to  Italy  by  the  way  of  Malea  ■, 

*  A  city  in  the  Peloponnefus,  now  called  Pigrada,  fituat- 
ed  upon  the  bay  of  Er.gia. 

^  It  has  already  been  noted,  that  Marcellus  and  Sulpi* 
cius  were  collegues  in  the  confular  office,  A.  U.  702. 

3  A  diilridl  of  Greece,  under  the  jurifdiftion  of  Sulpicius 
governor  of  that  province. 

♦  The  Roman  governors  were  obliged  to  vifit  the  princi- 
pal cities  of  their  province,  in  order  to  adminifler  jafticcj 
and  fettle  other  affairs  relating  to  their  fuivftion. 

5  A  promontory  in  the  fouth-eail  point  of  the  Pelopon- 
jiefus,  now  called  cape  Mails. 

The 
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The  day  following,  as  I  was  preparing  to  {ct  out  A.U,7o?« 
from  Athens,  his  friend  Pofthumius  came  to  me 
about  four  in  the  morning,  and  informed  me 
Marcellus  had  been  ftabbed  the  night  before  by 
Magius  CilOj  whilil  they  were  fitting  together 
after  fupper^  3  that  he  had  received  two  wounds 
from  a  dagger,  one  of  which  was  in  his  breaft, 
and  the  other  under  his  ear ;  but  that  neither  of 
them,  he  hoped,  was  m.ortal.  He  add^d,  that 
Magius  after  having  committed  this  barbarous 
?-<5l:ion,  immediately  killed  himfeif  j  and  that 
Marcellus  had  difpatched  him  in  order  to  give 
me  this  account,  and  likewife  to  defire  that  I 
would  direct:  my  phyficians  "^  to  attend  him.  This 
I  inftantly  did:  and  followed  them  myfelf  as 
loon  as  it  was  light.  But  when  I  had  almoft 
r-eached  Piroeeus,  I  met  a  fervant  of  Acidanus 
with  a  note  to  acquaint  me,  that  our  friend  ex- 
pired a  little  before  day-break.  Thus  did  the 
noble  Marcellus  unworthily  fall  by  the  hand  of  a 
villainous  afTaffm  :  and  he  whofe  life  his  very  ene- 

^  The  reafon  which  Induced  Clio  to  murder  his  friend.  Is 
not  certainly  known.  It  was  fufpedted  by  fome  at  Rome, 
tiiat  it  was  at  the  fecret  inftigation  of  Czefar  :  but  the  cir- 
cumftance  of  Cilo  immediately  afterwards  killing  himfelf, 
renders  that  fufpicion  altogether  improbable,  and  feems  to 
determine  the  motive  to  fome  perfonal,  and  perhaps  fudden 
refentment.     yid.  ad  Att.  xiii.  10. 

^  The  antien:  phyficians  pradtifed  furgery  as  well  as  me- 
dicine. 

rnies 
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A.U.  7o8.mies  had  fpa'-ed  in  reverence  to  his  illuftrious 

virtues,  met  with   an  executioner  at  laft  in  his 

* 
own  friend !  However,  I  proceeded  to  his  pavilion  : 

where  I  found  only  two  of  his  freedmen  and  a 
few  flaves  j  the  reft,  I  was  told,  having  fled  in 
apprehenfion  of  the  confequences  in  which  they 
might  be  involved  by  this  murder  of  their 
mafter^.  I  was  obliged  to  place  the  body  of 
Marcellus  in  the  fame  fedan  that  brought  me, 
and  to  make  my  chair-men  carry  it  into  Athens  : 
where  I  paid  him  ail  the  funeral  honours  that  city 
could  fupply :  which  indeed  were  not  inconfide- 
rable.  But  I  could  not  prevail  with  the  Atheni- 
ans to  fuffer  him  to  be  buried  within  their  walls : 
a  privilege,  they  aflured  me,  which  their  religious 
ordinances  would  by  no  means  admit.  They 
granted  me,  however,  what  was  the  next  honour, 
and  which  they  had  never  permitted  to  any  ftran- 
ger  before  :  they  allowed  me  to  depofite  his  aihes 
in  any  of  the  Gymnafia  I  fhould  think  proper^ 
Accordingly  I  fixed  upon  a  fpot  belonging  to  the 
Academy's  one  of  the  nobleft  colleges  in  the 

*  Manutlus  remarks,  that  hj  the  Roman  law,  where  a 
man  was  murdered  in  his  own  houfe,  his  flaves  Were  punifli- 
ab'C  with  death.     /'/V.  Tacit.  Annal.  xiv.  42. 

*  "  This  celebrated  place  took  its  name  from  one  Acado^ 
•*  mus,  an  antient  hero,  who  pofTefled  it  in  the  time  of  the 
«*  Tyndaridfc.  But  famous  as  it  was,  it  was  purchafed  after- 
*<  wards  for  about  lool.  and  dedicated  to  the  public  for  the 
•*  convenience  of  walks  and  exercifes  for  the  citizens  of 

whole 
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whole  world.  In  this  place  I  caufed  a  funeral  A.U.70S. 
pile  to  be  erected :  and  afterwards  perfuaded  the 
Athenians  to  raife  a  marble  monument  to  his  me- 
mory, at  the  public  expence.  Thus  have  I  paid 
to  my  relation  and  collegue,  both  during  his  life 
and  after  his  death,  every  friendly  office  he  had  a 
right  to  expe6l  from  me.     Farewel. 

Athens,  May  31. 

LETTER    XI. 
To  T I R  o. 

I  Impatiently  exped  a  letter  from  you  upon 
affairs  of  many  and  various  kinds :  but  it  is 
with  much  greater  impatience  however  that  I  ex- 
pefl  yourfelf.  In  the  mean  time,  endeavour  to 
gam  Demetrius  over  to  my  interefb,  and  to  ob- 
tain whatever  other  advantage  you  fhail  be  able. 
I  know  your  care  is  not  vv^anting  to  recover  the 
money  v/hich  is  owing  to  me  from  Aufidius  :  but 
I  beg  you  would  be  as  expeditious  in  that  matter 
as  poffible.  If  it  is  upon  that  account  you  delay 
y6ur  return  j  I  admit  it  to  be  a  good  reafon  :  if 
not  i  fly  hither,  I  charge  you,  with  the  utmoft 

"  Athens,  and  was  gradually  improved  by  the  rich,  who 
"  had  received  benefit  or  pleafure  from  it,  with  plantations 
of  groves,  ftately  porticos,  and  commodious  apartments, 
''  for  the  profefTors  of  the  academic  fchool."  Middlcion's 
life  of  Cic.  iii.  325. 

fpeed. 
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A.U.708.  fpced.     To  repeat  it  once  more :  I  expecft  a  let- 
ter from  you  with  great  impatience.     FareweL 


LETTER    XII. 

Vatinius  '  to  Cicero. 

IF  you  have  not  renounced  your  ufual  cuflom 
of  defending  the  caufe  of  your  friends^  an  old 
client  of  yours  defires  to  engage  you  as  his  advo- 
cate :  and  as  you  formerly  protected  him  in  his 
humiliation  %  I  dare  fay,  you  will  not  now  aban- 
don him  in  his  glory.  Whofe  aid  indeed  can  I  fo 
properly  invoke  upon  the  occafion  of  my  vidories, 
as  that  generous  friend's,  who  firft  taught  me 
how  to  vanqtiijh  '  ?  Can  I  doubt,  that  he  who 
had  the  courao;e  to  withfland  a  combination  of 


'tj' 


*  I  have  already  had  occafion  to  give  an  account  of 
the  charadler  of  Vatinius,  in  rem.  5.  p.  160.  vol.  i.  He 
was  at  this  time,  by  the  appointment  of  Csefar,  governor  of 
Illyricum :  which  comprehended  part  of  Auftria,  Hungary, 
Sclavonia,  Bofnia  and  Dalmatia.  He  was  fent  thither  with 
a  confidcrable  army,  to  reduce  the  people  of  that  province  to 
obedience  ;  and  having  obtained  fome  fuccefs,  he  wrote  the 
pre  fent  letter  to  Cicero,  in  order  to  engage  him  to  fupport 
his  pretenfions  to  the  honour  of  a  public  thankfgiving.  Pjgh. 
Annal.  ii.  454. 

*  When  CJcero,  much  to  his  di (honour,  defended  Va- 
tinius againft  the  impeachment  of  Licinius  Calvus.  Sec 
vol.  i.  p.  189. 

3  Alluding  to  his  having,  by  the  affiftance  of  Cicero's  elo- 
quence, var.quiftied  his  adverfaries  in  the  profecution  men- 
tioned in  the  precedintj  note. 

the 
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the  mod  powerful  men  in  Rome,  who  had  con-  A.ir.  70s. 
fpired  my  ruin ;  will  not  be  able  to  beat  down 
the  envious  and  malignant  efforts  of  a  little  con- 
temptible party,  that  may  endeavour  to  oppofe 
my  honours  ?  If  I  ftill  then  retain  the  fnare  I  once 
enjoyed  of  your  friendfhip,  take  me,  I  intreat 
you,  wholly  under  your  protection,  as  one  whofe 
dignities  it  is  incumbent  upon  you  both  to  fupport 
and  advance.  You  are  lenfible  that  I  have  many 
enemies,  whofe  malevolence  I  have  in  no  fort  de- 
ferved*:  but  what  avails  innocence  againft  fo  un- 
accountable a  fate  ?  If  thefe  therefore  fhould  any 
of  them  attempt  to  obftrud;  the  honours  I  am 
folliciting  5  I  conjure  you  to  exert  your  generous 
offices,  as  ufual,  in  defence  of  your  abfent  friend. 
In  the  mean  time,  you  will  find  at  the  bottom  of 
this  letter  a  copy  of  the  difpatches  I  fend  by  this 
exprefs  to  the  fenate,  concerning  the  fuccefs  of 
my  arms. 

Being  informed  that  the  Have  whom  you  em- 
ploy as  your  reader,  had  eloped  from  you  into 
the  country  of  the  Vardsei  ^,  I  have  caufed  dili- 
gent fearch  to  be  made  after  him ;  altho'  I  did 
not  receive  your  commands,  for  that  purpofe. 
I  doubt  not  of  recovering  him,  unlefs  he  fiiould 
take  refuge  in  Dalmatia  ^ :  and  even  in  that  cafe, 

*  A  people  contiguous  to  Dalmatia. 

'  Dalmatia  made  part  of  the  province  of  Illyrlcum  :  but 
it  was  not  at  this  time  entirely  fubdued  to  the  Roman  go- 
vernment. 

Vol.  III.  D  I  do 
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A.U.70S.I   do  not  entirely  defpair.     Farewel,    and  con- 
tinue to  love  me. 

From  the  camp  at  Narona  ^  July  the  nth. 

LETTER    XIII. 
To    Tiro. 

YOU  are  not  miftaken  in  fuppofing  me  de- 
firous  of  your  company :  but  indeed  I  am 
extremely  apprehenfive  of  your  venturing  upon 
fo  long  a  journey.  The  abftinence  you  have 
been  obliged  to  obferve,  the  evacuations  you  have 
undergone,  together  with  the  violence  of  your 
diflemper  itfelf,  have  too  much  impaired  your 
ftrength  for  fo  great  a  fatigue :  and  any  negli- 
gence after  diforders  fo  fevere  as  yours,  is  gene- 
rally attended  with  confequences  of  the  mofl: 
dangerous  kind.  You  cannot  reach  Cuma  in  lefs 
than  two  days :  and  it  will  coft  you  jfive  more  to 
complete  your  expedition.  But  I  purpofe  to  be 
with  you  at  Formic  towards  the  end  of  this 
iTionth  :  and  I  hope,  my  dear  Tiro,  it  will  not 
be  your  fault  if  I  iTiould  not  have  the  fatisfaftion 
of  finding  you  perfectly  recovered. 

My  ftudies  ianguilTi  for  want  of  your  afTift- 
ance :  however,  the  letter  you  fent  by  Acaftus 

♦  In  Liburnia,  now  called  Croatia,  and  which  formed 
part  of  Vatiniu>'s  government. 

•?  has 
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has  fomewhat  enlivened  them.  Pompeius  is  now  A.u.yos. 
here,  and  preffcs  me  much  to  read  feme  of  my 
compofitions  :  but  I  jocofely,  tho'  at  the  fame 
time  truly  afTure  him^,  that  all  my  mufes  are  fi- 
lent  in  your  abfence.  I  hope  therefore  you  will 
prepare  to  attend  them  with  your  ufual  good  of- 
fices. You  may  depend  upon  mine  in  the  article 
and  at  the  time  I  promifed :  for  as  I  taught  you 
the  etymology  of  the  \wovdL  fides,  be  aflured  I  fhall 
lift  up  to  its  full  import.  Take  care,  I  charge 
you,  to  re-eflablifh  your  health  :  mine  is  perfeftly 
well.     Adieu. 


LETTER    XIV. 

To      V  A  R  R  O. 

TO  importune  the  execution  of  a  promife  is 
a  fort  of  ill-manners,  of  which  the  popu- 
lace themfclves,  unlefs  they  are  particularly  in- 
ftigated  for  that  purpof^,  aie'feldom  guilty  \  I 
cannot,  however,  forbear,  I  will  not  fay  to  de- 
mand, but  to  remind  you  of  a  favour,  which  you 
long  fuice  gave  me  rcafon  to  cxpeft.   To  this  end, 

■'  This  alludes  to  the  promlfcs  of  public  fliews  which 
were  frequently  made  to  the  people,  by  the  magilbates  and 
others,  who  afFefted  popularity  :  iome  particular  inltances 
of  which  have  been  occalionally  produced  in  the  courfe  of 
the  preceding  remarks. 

D  2  I  have 
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A.U.708.I  have  fent  you  four  adinonitors ' :  but  admo- 
nitors,  perhaps,  whom  you  will  not  look  upon 
as  extremely  modefl.  They  are  certain  philofo- 
phers,  whom  I  have  chofen  from  among  the  dif- 
ciples  of  the  later  Academy ' :  and  confidence, 
you  know,  is  the  charafteriftic  of  this  fed  '.  I 
am  apprehenfive  therefore  that  you  may  confider 
them  as  fo  many  importunate  duns,  when  my 
meaning  only  is,  that  they  fliould  prefent  them- 
felves  before  you  as  modefl  petitioners.  But  to 
drop  my  metaphor ;  I  have  long  denied  myfelf 
the  fatisfaflion  of  addreffing  to  you  fome  of  my 
works,  in  expeftation  of  receiving  a  compliment 
of  the  fame  kind  from  yourfelf.  I  waited  there- 
fore in  order  to  make  you  a  return  as  nearly  as 
poliible  of  the  fime  nature.  But  as  I  am  willing 
to  impute  your  delaying  this  favour,  to  the  de- 
fire  of  rendering  it  fo  much  the  more  perfed  i  I 
eould  no  longer  refrain  from  telling  the  world, 

'  Thefe  were  dialogues  entitled  Academica  :  which  appear 
from  hence  to  have  originally  confilled  of  four  books,  the' 
there  is  only  part  of  one  now  remaining. 

»  The  followers  of  the  Academic  philofophy  were  divided 
into  two  feds  j  called  the  cid  and  the  ?ie^v.  The  founder  of 
the  former  was  Plato;  of  the  latter  Arcefilas.  The  princi- 
pal difpute  between  them  feems  to  have  related  to  the  de- 
gree of  evidence  upon  which  human  knowledge  l-.  founded  ; 
the  earlier  Academics  maintaining  that  fome  propofuions 
were  certain  ;  the  latter,  that  none  were  more  than  probable, 
/7^.  Academ.  v.^ajfun. 

'  Alluding  to  their  pra^ice  of  qneftioniag  all  opinions, 
and  aflenting  to  none. 

19  -      m 
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in  the  befl  manner  I  was  able,  that  we  are  united  A  U.  70s. 
both  in  our  affedions  and  in  our  (Indies.  With 
tliis  view,  I  have  drawn  up  a  dialogue  which  I 
fuppofe  to  have  pafied  between  you  and  myfelf 
in  conjun6lion  with  Atticus  :  and  have  laid  the 
fcene  in  your  Cuman  villa.  The  part  I  have  al- 
figned  to  you,  is  to  defend,  (wliat  if  I  miflake  not 
you  approve)  the  fentlments  of  Antiochus  * :  as 
I  have  chofen  myfelf  to  maintain  the  principles 
of  Philo  K  You  will  wonder  to  find,  perhaps, 
in  the  perufal  of  this  piece,  that  I  have  reprefent- 
cd  a  converfation,  which  in  truth  we  never  had : 
but  you  muft  remember  the  privilege  which  dia- 
logue writers  have  always  afTumed. 

And  now,  my  dear  Varro,  let  me  hope  that  we 
Hiall  hereafter  enjoy  together  many  of  thefe  phi- 
lolbphical  converfations.  If  we  have  too  long 
neglected  them  ;  the  public  occupations  in  which 
we  were  engaged  mull:  be  our  apology  :  but  the 
time  is  now  arrived  when  we  have  no  fuch  ex- 

*  A  philofopher  at  Athens,  whofe  leflures  Varro  had  for- 
merly attended.  He  maintained  the  dodrines  of  the  cU 
Academy.      C/V.  ^catiem.  1.3. 

2  A  Greek  philofopher,  who  profefTed  the  fceptical  prin- 
ciples of  the  »eav  Academy.  Antiochus,.  mentioned  in  the 
preceding  note,  had  been  bred  up  under  him,  the'  he  after- 
wards became  a  convert  to  the  oppofite  fe£t.  Cicero  cook 
the  fceptical  part  of  this  dialogue,  not  as  being  agreeable  to 
his  own  fentiments,  but  jn  order  to  pay  ^'arro  the  greater 
compliment  of  maintaining  the  more  rational  opinion,  ^o}' 
dem,  ul'i  flip,  ad  At,  xiii.  19. 

D  3  clife 
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A.U.708.  cufe  to  plead.  May  we  then  exercife  thefe  fpe- 
culations  together,  under  a  fixed  and  peaceable 
government  at  leaft,  if  not  under  one  of  the  mofh 
eligible  kind  !  Tho'  indeed  if  that  were  to 
prove  the  cafe,  far  other  employments  would  en- 
gage our  honourable  labours.  But  as  affairs  are 
at  prefent  fituated,  what  is  there  elfe  that  can  ren- 
der life  defirable  ?  For  my  own  part,  it  is  with 
difHcuity  I  endure  it,  even  with  all  the  advan- 
tages of  their  powerful  affiftance  :  but  without 
them,  it  would  be  utterly  infupportable.  But 
v/e  fliall  talk  farther  and  frequently  upon  this 
fubjed,  when  we  meet :  in  the  mean  time  I  give 
you  joy  of  the  new  habitation  you  have  purr- 
chafed,  and  highly  approve  of  your  removal. 
Farewei. 

LETTER     XV. 

To   Tiro. 

HY  fhould  you  not  direct  your  letters 
to  me  with  the  familiar  fupcrfcription 
which  one  friend  generally  ufcs  to  another  ?  How- 
ever, if  you  are  unwilling  to  hazard  the  envy ' 
which  this  -privilege  may  draw  upon  you,  be  it 
as  you  tliink  proper :  tho'  for  my  own  part,  it  is 
a  maxim  which  I  have  generally  purfued  with  re- 

fpeft 
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fpedl  to  myfelf,  to  treat  envy  with  the  utmofl  A.u.  70?. 
difregard. 

I  rejoice   that  you  found  fo  much  benefit  by 
your  fudorific  :  and  fliould  the  air  of  Tufculum 
be  attended  with  the  fame  happy  cffe(5l,  how  inii- 
nitely  will  it  increafe  my  fondnefs  for  that  favou- 
rite   fcene  !  If  you    love   me   then,  (and  if  you 
do  not,  you  are  undoubtedly  the  moft  fuccefsful 
of  all  diflemblers)  confecrate  your  whole  time  to 
the  care  of  your  health  :  which  hitherto  indeed 
your  afTiduous  attendance  upon  myfelf,  has  but 
too  much  prevented.     You  well  know  the  rules 
which  it  is  necelTary  you  Hiould  obferve  for  this 
purpofe ;  and  I  need  not  tell  you  that  your  diet 
fliould  be  light,  and  your  exercifes  moderate ; 
that  you  fliould  keep  your  body  openj  and  your 
mind  amufed.     Be  it  your  care,  in  fliort,  to  re- 
turn to  me  perfeftly  recovered :  and  I  fhall  ever 
afterwards  not  only  love  you,  but  Tufculum  fo 
much  the  more  ardently. 

I  wifli  you  could  prevail  with  your  neighbour 
to  take  my  garden  :  as  it  will  be  the  moft  effec- 
tual means  of  vexins:  that  rafcal  Helico.  This 
fellow,  altho'  he  paid  a  thoufand  feflerccs  ' 
for  the  rent  of  a  piece  of  cold  barren  ground, 
that  had  not  iO  much  ^s  a  wall  or  a  llied  upon  it, 

^  About  81.  of  our  money. 

P  4  or 
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A.u.  708.  or  was  fupplled  with  a  fingle  drop  of  water,  has 
yet  the  aflurance  to  laugh  at  the  price  I  require 
for  mine  j  notwithllanding  all  the  money  I  have 
laid  put  upon  improvements.  But  let  it  be  your 
bufmefs  to  fpirit  the  man  into  our  terms :  as  it 
fhall  be  mine  to  make  the  fame  artful  attack  up- 
on Otho. 

Let  me  know  what  you  have  done  with  re- 
fpeft  to  the  fountain  :  tho'  poffibly  this  wet  fea- 
fon  may  now  have  overfupplied  it  with  water. 
If  the  weather  fhould  prove  fair,  I  will  fend  the 
dial,  together  with  the  books  you  defire.  But 
how  happened  it  that  you  took  none  with  you  ? 
Was  it  that  you  were  employed  in  fome  poeti- 
cal comppfition  upon  the  model  of  your  admired 
Sophocles  ?  If  fo,  I  hope  you  will  foon  oblige 
the  world  with  your  performance. 

Ligurius,  C^far's  great  favourite,  is  dead. 
He  was  a  very  worthy  man,  and  much  my 
friend.  Let  me  know  when  I  may  expeft  you  : 
in  the  mean  time  be  careful  of  your  health, 
jFp.rcwcl, 


LET- 
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LETTER    XVI. 

To  QuiNTus  Valerius  Orca"- 

IHave  the  ftrongeft  attachment  to  the  citizeas  A.U.  70s. 
of  Volaterrse  ',  as  a  body  of  men,  who  hav- 
ing received  great  obligations  from  me,  have 
abundantly  returned  them.  Their  good  offices 
indeed  have  never  been  wanting  in  any  feafon  of 
my  life,  whether  of  adverfity  or  profperity.  But 
were  I  entirely  void  of  all  perfonal  connexions 
with  this  community,  I  Ihould  neverthelefs,  mere- 
ly from  my  great  afFedion  towards  yourfelf,  and 
in  return  to  that  which  I  am  fenfible  you  equally 
bear  for  me,  mod  earneftly  recommend  them  to 
your  protection :  efpecially  as  they  have  in  fome 
fort  a  more  than  common  claim  to  your  juilice. 
For  in  the  firfl  place,  the  gods  themfelves  feem 
to  have  interpofed  in  their  behalf,  when  they  fo 
wonderfully   efcaped   from  the  perfecutions   of 

*  He  was  praetor  in  the  year  of  Rome  697,  and  at  the  ex- 
piration of  his  office  obtained  the  government  of  Africa. 
Upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil  war  he  took  pofleflion  of 
Sardinia  in  the  name  of  Csfar :  by  whom  he  was  at  this  time 
appointed  one  of  the  commilTioners  for  dividing  thofe  eftates, 
with  which  he  propofed  upon  his  return  from  Spain  to  re- 
ward the  valour  and  fidelity  of  his  foldierg.  Fi^h.  Amial.  ii» 
384- 

*  A  city  in  Tufcany, 

Jylla : 
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A.U.  7o2.1a*:  and  in  the  next,  the  whole  body  of  the 
Roman  people  exprelTed  the  warmeft  concern 
for  their  intereft,  when  I  flood  forth  as  their  ad- 
vocate in  my  confulfhip.  For  when  the  tri- 
bunes were  endeavouring  to  carry  a  moft  iniqui- 
tous law  for  the  diftribution  of  the  lands  be- 
longing to  this  city ;  I  found  it  extremely  eafy 
to  perfuade  the  republic  to  favour  the  rights  of  a 
community,  which  fortune  had  fo  remarkably 
protected.  And  as  Cfefar  in  the  Agrarian  law 
which  he  procured  during  his  firfl  confulate  % 
Ihewed  his  approbation  of  the  fervices  I  had  thus 
performed  for  them,  by  exprefly  exempting  their 
lands  from  all  future  impofitions ;  I  cannot  fup- 
pofe  that  he  who  is  perpetually  difplaying  new 
inftances  of  his  generofity,  fliould  intend  to  re- 
fume  thofe  which  his  former  bounty  has  bellowed. 
As  you  have  followed  then  his  party  and  his 
power,  with  fo  m.uch  honour  to  yourfelf :  it  fliould 
feem  agreeable  to  your  ufual  prudence,  to  fbllov/ 
him  likewife  in  this  inftance  of  his  generofity ;  or 
certainly  at  leaft  to  leave  this  matter  intirely  to 
his  own  decifion.     One  thing  I  am  fure  you  can 

*  They  held  out  a  fiege  of  two  years  againft  the  troops  of 
Sylla :  who  in  vain  endeavoured  to  compel  them  to  fubmit 
to  his  edift  for  the  confifcacion  of  their  lands,     i^mriier. 

3  The  law  alluded  to,  feems  to  have  been  a  branch  of 
that  propofed  by  Rullus:  an  account  of  which  has  been 
given  in  thefe  remarks.     See  rem.  13.  p.  165.  vol.  I. 

by 
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by  no  means  doubt;  and  that  is,  whether  you  a. u. 708. 
Ihould  wilh  to  fix  fo  worthy  and  lb  illu- 
ftrious  a  corporation  in  your  interefl,  who  are  di- 
ftinguifhed  for  their  inviolable  adherence  to  their 
friends.  Thus  far  I  have  endeavoured  to  perfuade 
you  to  take  thefe  people  under  your  protedion,  for 
your  own  fake :  but  that  you  may  not  imagine  I 
have  no  other  plea  to  urge  in  t:heir  favour,  I  will 
now  requeft  it  alfo  for  mine.  You  cannot,  in 
truth,  confer  upon  me  a  more  acceptable  fervice, 
than  by  proving  yourfelf  the  friend  and  guardian 
of  their  interefls.  I  recommend  therefore  to  your 
juftice  and  humanity  the  poflelTions  of  a  city 
which  have  been  hitherto  preferved  by  the  pecu- 
liar providence  of  ■  j  gods,  as  well  as  by  the 
particular  favour  of  the  mod  diflinguifhed  perfo- 
nages  in  the  whoL  Roman  commonwealth.  If 
it  were  in  my  power  as  effeftually  to  ferve  thofe 
who  place  themfelves  under  my  patronage,  as  it 
once  was ;  there  is  no  good  office  I  would  not  ex- 
f^rt,  there  is  no  oppofition  I  would  not  encoun- 
ter, in  order  to  affifl  the  Volaterranians.  But  I 
flatter  myfelf  I  have  ftill  the  fame  interelt  with 
you,  that  1  formerly  enjoyed  with  the  world  in 
general.  Let  me  intreat  you  then  by  all  the 
powerful  ties  of  our  friend fhip,  to  give  thefe 
citizens  reafon  to  look  upon  it  as  a  providential 

circumflance. 
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J^.rr.  70?.  circumftance,  that  the  perfon  who  is  appointed  to 
execute  this  commiffion,  happens  to  be  one  with 
whonn  their  conflant  patron  has  the  greateft  ia- 
fiuence.     FareweL 


LETTER    XVII. 

To    L  E  P  T  A. 

IAm  glad  that  Macula  has  a6led  agreeably  to 
the  good  offices  I  have  a  right  to  expe6tfrom 
himy  by  offering  me  the  ufe  of  his  houfe.  I  always 
thought  the  man's  Falernian  ^  was  well  enough 
for  road-wine  j  and  only  doubted  whether  he  had 
fufficient  room  to  receive  my  retinue  :  befides,, 
there  is  fomething  in  the  fituation  of  his  villa  that 
does  not  difpleafe  me.  However  I  do  not  give 
np  my  defign  upon  Petrinum''.  But  it  has  too 
many  charms  to  be  ufed  only  as  an  occaficnal 
lodging:  its  beauties  deferve  a  much  longer  flay. 
Balbus  is  confined  with  a  very  fevere  fit  of  the 
gout,  and  docs  not  admit  any  vifitors ;  fo  that  I 
have  not  been  able  to  fee  him  fince  you  left 
Rome^.  However  I  have  talked  with  Oppius 
concerning  your  requeft  to  be  appointed  one  of 

•  This  was  a  fax'ourite  wine  among  the  Romans,  which 
took  its  name  from  Falernus,  a  little  hill  in  Campania  where 
the  grape  was  produced. 

'  A  town  in  Campania,  where  Lepta  had  a  villa. 

the 
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the  managers  of  Casfar's  games  '.     But  in  my  a.u.  70?. 
£)pinion  it  would  be  moft  advifeable  not  to  under- 
take this  trouble ;  as  you  will  by  no  means  find 
it  fubfervient  to  the  point  you  have  in  view.    For 
C^far   is  furrounded  with  fuch  a  multitude  of 
pretenders    to    his  friendfhip,    that  he  is  more 
likely  to  leffen,  than  increafe,  the  number;  efpe- 
clally  where  a  man  has   no   higher  fervice   to 
recommend   him,    than   what  arifes   from  little 
offices  of  this  kind :  a  circumflance  too,  which 
C^far  pofTibly  may  never  be  acquainted  with. 
But  if  he  fliould,  he  would  look  upon  himfelf 
rather  as  having  conferred,  than  received,  a  fa- 
vour.    Neverthelefs  I  will  try  if  this  aftair  can  be 
managed  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  give  you  any 
reafonable  hope  that  it  will  anfwer  your  purpofe: 
otherwiie,  I  think,  you  fhould  be  fo  far  from  de- 
firing  the  employment,  that  you  ought  by  all 
means  to  avoid  it. 

I  believe  I  fhali  flay  fome  time  at  Adura ' ;  as 
I  purpofe  to  wait  there  the  arrival  of  Cjefar  *. 
Farewel. 

^  Thefe  were  games  which  Cjefar  purpofed  to  exhibit  ia 
the  feveral  quarters  of  Rome  upon  his  return  from  Spain,  in 
honour  of  his  vidory  over  the  Ions  of  Pompey.  Suef.  in  'vii, 
juL 

'  A  town  in  the  Campagna  di  Roma,  fittiated  near  the  Tea 
coaft  between  Civita  Vecchia  and  Monte  Circello :  where 
Cicero  had  a  villa.  It  was  about  two  years  after  the  date  of 
this  letter,  that  Cicero  was  murdered  near  this  villa  by  the 
order  of  Antony. 

*  From  Spain, 

LET- 
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LETTER    XVIII. 
To  QuiNTUs  Valerius  Orca  \ 

A.U.  708.  T  Am  not  difpleafed  to  find,  that  the  world  is  ap- 
JL  prifed  of  the  friendfhip  which  fubfifts  between 
us.  But  it  is  not,  you  may  well  imagine,  from 
any  vain  oftcntation  of  this  kind,  that  I  interrupt 
you  in  the  honourable  difcharge  of  that  trouble^ 
fome  and  important  commiflion  which  C^far  has 
entrufted  to  your  care.  On  the  contrary,  not- 
withftanding  that  the  ihare  I  enjoy  in  your  affec- 
tion isfo  generally  known,  as  to  occafion  many  ap- 
plications to  me ;  yet  I  would  not  be  tempted  by 
any  popular  motives  to  break  in  upon  you  in  the 
execution  of  your  office.  However  I  could  not 
refufe  the  follicitations  of  Curtius ;  as  he  is  one 
with  whom  I  have  been  intimately  conne6led 
from  his  earliefl  youth.  I  took  a  very  confidera- 
ble  part  in  the  misfortunes  he  fuifered  from  the 
iinjuft  perfecution  of  Sylla :  and  when  it  feemed 
agreeable  to  the  general  fenfe  of  the  people,  that 
my  friend,  together  with  the  reft  of  thofe  who 
in  conjunction  with  himfelf  had  been  deprived 
both  of  their  fortunes  and  their  country,  fliould 

*  Sec  rem.  9.  on  let.  16.  of  this  B. 

be 
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be  reftored  at  leafl  to  the  latter  j  I  afTifled  him  A.u.702. 
for  that  purpofe  to  the  utmoft  of  my  power. 
Upon  his  return  he  in  veiled  all  that  remained  to 
him  from  this  general  wreck  of  his  fubftance,  in 
the  purchafe  of  an  eflate  at  Volaterrse  :  of  which 
if  he  fhould  be  difpofieffed,  I  know  not  how  he 
will  fiipport  the  fenatorial  rank  to  which  C^efar 
has  lately  advanced  him.  It  would  be  an  extreme 
hardfhip  indeed  if  he  fhould  fink  in  wealth,  as 
he  rifes  in  honours :  and  it  feems  altogether  in- 
confiftent  that  he  fhould  lofe  his  eftate  in  confe- 
quence  of  C^far's  general  order  for  the  diftribu- 
tion  of  thefe  lands  in  queftion  ;  at  the  fame  time 
that  by  his  particular  favour  he  has  gained  a  leat 
in  the  fenate.  But  I  will  not  alledge  all  that  I 
well  might  for  the  equity  of  my  friend's  caufe; 
left  by  enlarging  on  the  juftice,  I  fhould  feem 
to  derogate  from  the  favour  of  your  compliance 
with  my  requeft.  I  moft  earnefdy  conjure  you 
then  to  confider  this  affair  of  Curtius  as  my  own  ; 
to  proteft  his  intereft  as  you  would  mine  in  the 
fame  circumftances ;  and  to  be  affured  that  what- 
ever^ fervices  you  fhall  thus  confer  upon  my 
friend,  I  fhall  efteem  as  a  perfonal  obligation 
m  myfelf     Farewel. 


LET- 
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LETTER    XIX. 

To   Fab  I  us    Gall  us*. 

A.U.708.  TNflances  of  your  friendfhip  are  perpetually 
JL  meeting  me  wherever  I  turn :  and  I  have  lately, 
in  particular,  had  occafion  to  experience  them  in 
regard  to  my  affair  with  Tigellius  \  I  perceive 
by  your  letter,  that  it  has  occafioned  you  much 
concern :  and  I  am  greatly  obliged  by  this 
proof  of  your  affeflion.  But  let  me  give  you  a 
fhort  hifcory  how  the  cafe  Hands.  It  was  Cipius, 
I  think,  that  formerly  faid,  "  /  am  not  ajleep  for 
*'  every  man  "* :  neither  am  I,  my  dear  Gallus,  fo 
meanly  complaifant  as  to  be  the  humble  fervant 
of  every  minion.  The  truth  of  it  is,  I  am  the 
humble  fervant  of  none  :  and  am  fo  far  from  be- 
ing under  the  neceflity  of  fubmitting  to  any  fervile 
compliances  in  order  to  preferve  my  friendfliip 

*  This  is  the  fame  perfon  to  whom  the  nth  letter  of  the 
firft  book  is  addrefTed. 

3  Tigellius  was  an  extravagant  debauchee,  who  by  his 
pleafantry,  his  fkill  in  mufic,   his  agreeable  voice,   together 
with  his  other  foft  and  fafhionable  qualifications,  had  ex-' 
trcmely  ingratiated  himfelf  with  C.xfar. 

*  Cipius  was  a  complaifant  hufband,  who  upon  fome  oc- 
cafions  would  afFeft  to  nod,  whilil  his  wife  was  awake  and 
more  agreeably  employed.  But  a  flave  coming  into  the 
room  when  he  wat  in  one  of  thcfe  obliging  (lumbers,  and  at- 
tempting to  carry  off  a  flaggon  that  flood  upon  the  table, 
*'  Sirrah^  fays  he,  nen  omnibus  dermio,'** 

with 
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with  Csfar's  favourites ;  that  there  is  not  one  of  a. u.  70s. 
them,  except  this  Tigellius,  who  does  not  treat 
me  with  greater  marks  of  refpeft  than  I  ever  re- 
ceived even  when  I  was  thought  to  enjoy  the 
higheft  popularity  and  power.  But  I  think  my- 
felf  extremely  fortunate  in  being  upon  ill  terms 
with  a  man  who  is  more  corrupted  than  his  own 
native  air  ',  and  whofe  character  is  notorious,  I 
fuppofe,  to  the  whole  world  by  the  poignant 
verfes  of  the  fatyric  Calvus  \  But  to  let  you  fee 
upon  what  flight  grounds  he  has  taken  offence; 
I  had  promifed,  you  mufl  know,  to  plead  the 
caufe  of  his  grandfather  Phameas:  which  I  under- 
took, however,  merely  in  friendlhip  to  the  man 
himfelf.  Accordingly  Phameas  called  upon  me 
in  order  to  tell  me,  that  the  judge  had  fixed  a 
day  for  his  trial :  which  happened  to  be  the  very 
fame  on  v/hich  I  was  obliged  to  attend  as  advo- 
cate for  Sextius.  I  acquainted  him  therefore, 
that  I  could  not  poflibly  give  him  any  affift^nce 
at  the  time  he  mentioned  j  but  that  if  any  other 


*  Tigellius  was  a  native  of  Sardinia  :  an  ifland  noted  for 
its  noxious  air.     See  rem.  8.  p.  246.  vol.  ii. 

^  Fate  feems  to  have  decreed  that  Tigellius  ftiould  not  wanC 
a  poet  to  deliver  his  charafler  down  to  pollerity :  for-altho'  the 
verfes  of  Calvus  are  lollj  thofe  of  Horace  remain,  in  which 
Tigellius  is  delineated  with  all  thofe  inimitable  ftrokes  of  ri- 
dicule which  diftinguifh  themaft?rly  hand  of  that  polite  fa- 
tyrift.      Vid.  Hor.fatyr.  lib,  l.  fat.  2^3. 

Vol.  Ill,  E  had 
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A.U.70S.  had  been  appointed,  I  moil  alTuredly  would  not 
have  failed.  Phameas  neverthelefs,  in  the  con- 
fcious  pride,  no  doubt,  of  having  a  grandfon 
that  could  pipe  and  fing  to  fome  purpofe,  left 
me  with  an  air  thatfeemed  to  fpeak  indignation. 
And  now  having  thus  Hated  my  cafe,  and  fhewn 
you  the_  injuftice  of  this  fongfter's  complaints, 
may  I  not  properly  fay  with  the  old  proverb, 
"  So  many  Sardinians^  fo  many  rival  rogues  " ." 

I  beg  you  would  fend  me  your  Cato%  which  I 
am  extremely  dehrous  of  reading.  It  is  indeed 
fome  reflecSlion  upon  us  both,  that  I  have  not  yet 
enjoyed  that  pleafure.     Farewd. 

■'  The  literal  interpretation  of  this  proverb  is,  yeu  have 
Sardinians  to  Jell,  each  a  greater  rogue  than  the  other;  but  a 
Ihorter  turn  has  been  adopted  in  the  tranflation,  in  order  to 
bring  it  nearer  to  the  concifenefs  of  the  proverbial  ftile.  This 
proverb  took  its  rife  (as  Manutius  obferves)  from  the  great 
number  of  Sardinian  Haves  with  which  the  markets  of  Italy 
were  overflocked,  upon  the  reduAion  of  that  illand  by  Titus 
Sempronius  Gracchus,  in  the  year  of  Rome  512. 

*  The  charafter  of  Cato  was  at  this  time  the  fafhionable 
topic  of  declamation  at  Rome  :  and  every  man  that  pretended 
to  genius  and  eloquence,  furnifhed  the  public  with  an  inven* 
tivc  or  panegyric  upon  that  illuftrious  Roman,  as  party  or 
patriotifm  dirededhis  pen.  In  this  refpedl,  as  well  as  in  all 
others,  Cato's  reputation  feems  to  have  been  attended  with 
every  advantage  that  any  man  who  is  ambitious  of  a  good 
name  can  defire  :  for  the  next  honour  to  being  applauded  by 
the  worthy,  is  to  be  abufed  by  the  worthlefs. 


LET- 
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L  E  T  T  E  R    XX. 

To   Cluvius\ 

IN  the  vifit  which,  agreeably  to  our  friend-  ^•^^-  7^8- 
.  fhip  and  that  great  refpe6t  with  which  you 
always  treat  me,  I  received  from  you  upon  your 
fetting  out  for  Gaul,  we  had  fome  general  dif- 
courfe  relating  to  thofe  eftates  in  that  province 
which  are  held  of  the  city  of  Atella  ^ :  and  I  then 
cxp  refTed  how  much  I  v/as  concerned  for  the  in- 
terefl  of  that  corporation.  But  in  confidence  of 
the  fingular  afFeftion  you  bear  me,  and  in  per- 
formance of  a  duty  which  it  is  incumbent  upon 
me  to  difcharge,  I  thought  proper  to  write  to 
you  more  fully  upon  this  affair :  as  it  is  indeed 
of  the  laft  importance  to  a  community  with  which 
I  have  the  ftrongeft  connections.  I  am  very  len- 
fible  at  the  fame  time  both  of  the  occafion  and 
extent  of  your  commifnon ;  and  that  Csefar  has 
not  entrufced  you  in  the  execution  of  it,  with  any 
difcretionary  power.     I  limit  my  requefl  there- 

^  He  was  one  of  the  commiffioners  nominated  by  Cxfar 
for  fettling  the  divifion  of  the  lands  for  the  purpofes  men- 
tioned in  note  9  on  let.  16  of  this  B.  The  department  af- 
figned  to  him  was  Cifalpine  Gaul. 

^  A  city  in  Campania,  fituated  between  Naples  and  Ca- 
pua :  it  is  now  called  Santo  Arpino. 

E  1  fore 
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A,u.  708.  fore  by  what  I  imagine  is  no  lefs  within  the 
bounds  of  your  authority,  than  I  am  perfuaded 
it  is  not  beyond  what  you  would  be  willing  to  do 
for  my  fake.  In  the  firft  place  then,  I  intreat  you 
to  believe,  what  is  truly  the  fad,  that  the  whole 
revenues  of  this  corporation  arife  from  thefe  lands 
in  queftion :  and  that  the  heavy  impofitions  with 
which  they  are  at  prefent  burthened,  have  laid 
them  under  the  greateft  difficulties.  But  altho' 
in  this  refpect  they  may  feem  to  be  in  no  worfe 
condition  than  many  other  cities  in  Italy;  yet  be- 
lieve me,  their  cafe  is  unhappily  diftinguifhed  by 
feveral  calamitous  circumfl-ances  peculiar  to  them- 
felves.  I  forbear  however  to  enumerate  them  j 
leH:  in  lamenting  the  miferies  of  my  friends,  I 
fhould  be  thought  to  glance  at  thofe  perfons 
whom  it  is  by  no  means  my  defign  to  offend. 
Indeed  if  I  had  not  conceived  flrong  hopes  that  I 
fhall  be  able  to  prevail  with  CiEfar  in  favour  of 
this  city,  there  would  be  no  occafion  for  my  pre- 
fent very  earneft  application  to  you.  But  as  I  am 
well  perfuaded  that  C^tfar  will  have  regard 
to  the  dignity  of  this  illuilrious  corporation  i 
to  the  zeal  which  they  bear  for  his  intereft  j 
and  above  all,  to  the  equity  of  their  caufe ;  I 
venture  to  intreat  you  to  leave  the  decifion  of 
this  affair  entirely  to   his  own  determination  ^ 

Cacfar  was  not  yet  returned  out  of  Spain. 

If 
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If  I  could  produce  no  precedent  of  your  having  a.u.  70? 
already  complied  with  a  requeft  of  this  nature  i 
it  is  a  requeft  which  I  fhould  neverthelefs  have 
made :  but  I  have  fo  much  the  ftronger  hopes 
that  you  will  not  refufe  me  in  the  prefent  in- 
ftance,  as  I  am  informed  you  have  granted  the 
fame  favour  to  the  citizens  of  Regium''.  'Tis  true, 
you  have  fome  fort  of  conneclion  with  that  city. 
But  in  juftice  to  your  affeftion  towards  me,  I  can- 
not but  hope,  that  what  you  have  yielded  to  your 
own  clientSj  you  will  not  deny  to  mine :  efpecf- 
ally  as  it  is  for  thefe  alone  that  Ifollicityou,  not- 
withftanding  fo  many  others  of  my  friends  are  in 
the  fame  fituation.  I  dare  fay  I  need  not  afTure 
you,  that  it  is  neither  upon  any  ambitious  mo- 
tives that  I  apply  to  you  in  their  behalf,  nor 
without  having  juft  reafon  to  be  their  advocate. 
The  fadl  is,  I  have  great  obligations  to  them : 
&nd  there  has  been  no  feafon  of  my  life  in  which 
they  have  not  given  me  fignaJ  proofs  of  their  af- 
feftion.  As  you  are  fenfible  therefore  that  the 
intereft  of  this  corporation  with  which  I  am  fo 
(Irongly  connefled,  is  greatly  concerned  in  the 
fuccefs  of  my  prefent  requeft  ;  I  conjure  you  by 
all  the  powerful  ties  of  our  mutual  friendliiip, 
and  by  all  the  fentiments  of  your  humanity,  to 

^  Now  called  Regio  :  a  maritime  city  in  Calabria. 

E  3  coiTiply 
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A.U.708.  comply  with  thefe  my  interceflions  in  their  behalf. 
If  after  having:  obtained  this  favour  I  flioilld  fuc- 
ceed  likevv'ife  (as  I  have  reafon  to  hope)  in  my 
application  to  Caefar  -,  I  Ihall  confider  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  that  fuccefs  as  owing  entirely  to 
yoiirfelf.  Nor  fliall  I  be  lefs  obliged-  to  you  tho' 
I  ihould  not  fncceed :  as  you  will  have  contri- 
buted all  in  your  power  at  leaft  that  I  might. 
In  one  word,  you  will  by  thefe  means  not  only 
perform  a  moll  acceptable  fervice  to  myfelf ;  but 
for  ever  attach  to  the  intereft  both  of  you  and 
your  family,  a  moil  illullrious  and  grateful  city. 
Farewcl. 


LETTER     XXI. 

To  Fabius  Gallus. 

YOU  need  be  in  no  pain  about  your  letter. 
So  far  from  having  deflroyed  it,  as  you 
'imagine  j  it  is  perfeflly  fafe  :  and  you  may  call 
for  it  whenever  you  pleafe. 

Your  admonitions  are  extremely  obliging,  and 
1  hope  you  will  always  continue  them  with  the 
fame  freedom.  You  are  apprehenfive,  I  per- 
ceive, that  if  I  fhould  render  this  Tigellius  my 
enemy,,  he  may  probably  make  me  merrier 
than    I     like,    and    teach    me     the    Snrdiniaii 

laugh. 
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laugh  ^.  In  return  to  your  proverb,  let  me  pre-  A.u.708. 
fent  you  with  another,  and  advife  you  to  "  throzv 
afide  the  -pencil '."  For  our  mafier  "■  will  be  here 
much  fooner  than  was  expelled  :  and  I  am  afraid 
he  fliould  fend  the  man  who  ventures  to  paint 
Cato  in  fuch  favourable  colours,  to  join  the  hero 
of  his  panegyric  in  the  fliades  below. 

Nothing,  my  dear  Galius,  can  be  exprelTed 
with  greater  flrength  and  elegance  than  that  part 
of  your  letter  which  begins,  "  l^he  refi  are  fallen^ 
&c."     But  I  Vv'hifper  this   applaufe  in  your  ear; 

'  It  is  faid,  there  was  a  fea  weed  frequently  found  upon 
the  coafts  of  Sardinia,  the  poifonous  quality  whereof  occa- 
fioned  a  convulfive  motion  in  the  features  which  had  the  ap- 
pearance of  Iauo;hter ;  and  that  hence  the  Sardinian  laugh  be- 
came a  proverb  ufually  applied  to  thofe  who  concealed  a 
heavy  heart  under  a  gay  countenance.  Galius  feems  to 
ha\4e  cited  this  proverb  as  a  caution  to  Cicero  not  to  be  too 
free  in  his  railleries  upon  Tigellius  :  and  there  is  a  peculiar 
propriety  in  his  application  of  it,  as  Tigellius  was  a  Sar- 
dinian. J  mull  acknowledge  however,  that  I  have  departed 
from  the  fentiments  of  the  commentators,  in  fuppofmg  that 
Tigellius  is  the  perfon  here  alluded  to  :  they  all  imagine, 
on  the  contrary,  that  it  is  C?-"far.  But  this  letter  feems 
evidently  to  be  upon  the  fame  fubjeft  as  the  19th  of  this 
book  :  and  was  probably  an  anfwer  to  one  which  Galius  had 
written. in  return  to  that  epiftle. 

^  This  proverb,  Viflorius  fuppofes,  had  its  rife  from  the 
fchools  of  the  painters :  where  the  young  pupils,  who  in  the 
abfence  of  their  mafter  were  amufing  themfelvcs,  perhaps, 
in  drawing  their  pencils  over  the  piece  on  which  he  was  ac 
work,  called  upon  each  other  when  they  favv  him  returning 
to  lay  them  afide.  Cicero  in  the  application  of  this  proverb 
alludes  to  the  panegyric  which  Galius  had  written  upon  Cato. 
See  rem.  8.  on  the  19th  letter  of  this  book, 

^  Csfar :  who  was  at  this  time  upon  hi»  return  from 
Spain. 

E  4  '  and 
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A-U.708.  and  defire  it  may  be  a  lecret,  even  to  your  freed- 
man  Apella.  No  body  indeed  writes  in  this 
manner  except  oiirfelves.  How  far  it  is  to  be 
defended  or  not,  I  may  confider,  perhaps,  an- 
other time  :  but  this  at  leaft  is  indifputable,  tliat 
it  is  a  ftyle  entirely  our  own.  Perfeverc  then  in 
thefecompofitions,  as  the  beft  and  fu reft  method 
o(  forming  your  eloquence.  As  for  myfelf,  I 
(low  employ  fome  part  even  of  my  nights,  in 
exercifes  of  the  fame  kind.     Farewel. 

LETTER     XXII, 

To    Marcus    Rutilius". 

IN  the  confcioufnefs  of  that  affeflion  I  bear 
you,  and  from  the  proofs  I  have  experienced 
of  yours,  I  do  not  fcruple  to  afk  a  favour  which 
a  principle  of  gratitude  obliges  me  to  requeft. 
To  what  degree  I  value  Publius  Sextius  -,  is  a 
circumftance  with  which  my  own  heart  is  beft 
acquainted  :  but  how  greatly  I  ought  to  do  fo, 
both  you  and  all  the  world  are  perfccbly  well  ap- 
prifed.  As  he  has  been  informed  by  fome  of 
his  friends,  that  you  are  upon  all  occafions  ex- 

«  lie  was  employed  in  a  commifiion  of  the  fame  kind  with 
that  of  Orca  and  Cluviu?,  to  whom  the  if6th  and  2Qth 
/'filers  of  this  book  are  addrefFed. 

•  See  rfim.  9.  p.  16:;.  vol.  i. 

crcmely 


Book  XI.       of    C  I  C  E  R  O.  s7 

tremely  well  difpofed  to  oblige  me,  he  has  defired  A.u.70?- 
I  would  write  to  you  in  the  ftrongeft  terms  in 
behalf  of  Caius  Albinius,  a  perfon  of  fenatorian 
rank.  Publiiis  Sextius  married  his  daughter: 
and  he  has  a  fon  by  her,  who  is  a  youth  of  great 
merit.  I  mention  thefe  circumftances,  to  let  you 
fee,  that  Sextius  has  no  lefs  reafon  to  be  con- 
cerned for  the  intereft  of  Albinius,  than  I  have 
for  that  of  Sextius.     But  to  come  to  the  point. 

Marcus  Laberius  purchafed  under  an  edi6l  of 
C^efar  the  confifcated  cflate  of  Plotius,  which  he 
afterwards  afllgned  over  to  Albinius  in  fatisfadlion 
of  a  debt.     If  I  were  to  fay,  that  it  is  not  for  the 
credit  of  the  government   to  include  this  eflate 
among  thofe  lands  which  are  directed  to  be  di- 
vided J  I  might  fcem  to  talk  rather  in  the  ftilc  of 
a  man  who  is  dictating,  than  of  one  who  is  mak- 
ing a  requeft.  But  as  Casfar  thought  it  neceflary 
to  ratify  the  falcs   and  mortgages  that  had  been 
made  of  thofe  eftates  which  were  confifcated  dur- 
ing Sylla's  adminiflration,  in  order  to  render  his 
own  purchafers   of  the  fame  kind  fo  much  the 
more  fecure  ;  if  thefe  forfeited  lands,  which  were 
put  up  to  audion  by  his  particular  order,  fhould 
be  included  in    the   o-eneral  divifion  he  is  now 
making,  will  it  not  difcourage.all  fiiture  bidders  ? 
I  only  hint  this,  however,  for'  your  own  judici- 
ous confideratioRv     la   the  mean   time,  I  mod 

earneilly 
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A.U.708.  earneftly  intreat  you  not  to  difpoffefs  Albinius  of 
the  farms  which  Laberius  has  thus  conveyed  to 
him :  and  be  affured,  as  nothing  can  be  more 
equitable  than  this  requeft,  fo  I  make  it  in  all  the 
warmth  and  fmcerity  of  my  heart.  It  will  afford 
me,  indeed,  not  only  much  liitisfadion,  but  in 
fome  fort  likewife  great  honour,  if  Sextius,  to 
whofe  friendfhip  I  am  fo  deeply  indebted,  fliould 
have  an  opportunity  thro'  my  means  of  ferving  a 
man  to  whom  he  is  thus  nearly  related.  Again 
and  again  therefore  I  intreat  your  compliance : 
and  as  there  is  no  inftance  wherein  you  can  more 
effeflually  oblige  me,  fo  you  may  depend  upon 
finding  me  infinitely  fenfible  of  the  obligation. 
Farewel. 


LETTER    XXIII. 
To  Vattnius. 

I  Am  by  no  means  furprifed  to  find,  that  you 
are  fenfible  of  my  fervices  '.  On  the  contrary, 
I  perfectly  well  knew,  and  have  upon  all  occa- 
fions    declared,  that  no  man  ever  pofTefied  fo 

"  The  fervices  here  alluded  to,  are  prol)ably  thofe  which 
Vatinius  follicited  in  the  12th  letter  of  this  book.  Cicero's 
anfwer  to  that  letter  is  loll,  as  well  as  Vatinius's  reply  :  but 
the  prefent  epiftle  feems  to  have  been  written  in  return  to 
the  latter. 

6  grateful 
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grateful  a  heart.     You  have  indeed  not  only  ac- A.U.70S. 
knowledged,  but  abundantly  returned  my  good 
offices  :  be  affured,  therefore,  you   will   always 
experience  in  me  the  fame  friendly  zeal  in  every 
other   article   of  your  concerns.     Accordingly, 
after  having  received   your  laft  letter,  wherein 
you  recommend  that  excellent  woman  your  wife 
to  my  protedion  ^  -,  I   immediately  defired  our 
friend  Sura  to  acquaint  her,  that  if  in  any  in- 
ftance  fhe  had  occafion  for  my  fervices,  I  hoped. 
(he  would  let  me  know;  and  that  ilie  might  de- 
pend upon  my  executing  her  requefts  with  the 
utmoft   warmth    and    fidelity.     This  promife  I 
fliall  very  pundlually  fulfil :  and  if  it  fliould  prove 
neceffary,  I  will  wait  upon  her  myfelf.     In  the 
mean  time  I  beg  you  would  inform  her  by  your 
own  hand,  that  I  lliall  not  look  upon  any  office 
as  difficult,  or  below  my  chara6ter,  wherein  my 
affiftance  can  avail  her :  as  indeed  there  is  no 
employment  in  which  I  could  be  engaged  upon 
your  account,  that  I  Hiould  not  think  both  eafy 
and  honourable  ^ 


*  If  Vatinius  was  not  a  more  tender  hufband,  than  he  ap- 
pears to  have  been  a  fon,  this  lady  might  have  had  occafion 
for  Cicero's  protedion  in  fome  inllances  which  fhe  would 
rot,  perhaps,  have  been  very  willing  to  own  :  for  among 
other  enormities  that  are  laid  to  the  charge  of  Vatinius,  it 
is  faid  that  he  had  the  cruelty  as  well  as  the  impiety  to  lay 
violent  hands  on  his  mother.     Orat.  in  Vatin.  7. 

*  Who  would  imagine  that  this  is  the  lame  pcrfon  of  whom 

I  in- 
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A,u.  708.  I  intreat  you  to  fettle  the  affair  with  Dionyfius : 
and  any  affurance  that  you  Ihall  think  proper  to 
give  him  in  my  name,  I  will  religioufly  perform. 
But  if  he  fhould  continue  obllinate,  you  muft 
e'en  feize  him  as  a  prifoner  of  war  to  grace  your 
triumphal  entry. 

May  a  thoufand  curfes  fall  upon  thefe  Dalma- 
tians for  giving  you  fo  much  trouble.  How- 
ever, I  join  with  you  in  being  well  perfuaded, 
that  you  will  foon  reduce  them  to  obedience : 
and  as  they  have  always  been  elleemed  a  warlike 
people,  their  fubmifllon  will  greatly  contribute 
to  the  glory  of  your  arms.     Farewel. 

Cicero  has  elfewhere  faid,  that  "  No  one  could  look  upon 
**  him  without  a  figh,  or  fpeak  of  him  without  execration  : 
**  that  he  was  the  dread  of  his  neighbours,  the  difgrace  of 
**  his  kindred,  and  the  utter  abhorrence  of  the  public  in 
**  general  ?"  Indeed  when  Cicero  gave  this  characler  of 
Vatinius,  he  was  afting  as  an  advocate  at  the  bar,  and  en- 
deavouring to  deftroy  his  credit  as  a  witnefs  againft  his  friend 
and  client.  But  whatever  allowances  may  be  made  in  gene- 
ral for  rhetorical  exaggerations  ;  yet  hiftory  flievvs  that  in 
the  prefent  inftance  Cicero's  eloquence  did  not  tranfgrefs  the 
limits  of  truth.  For  Paterculus  has  painted  the  charafler  of 
Vatinius  in  the  fame  difadvantageous  colours,  and  rcpre- 
fented  him  as  the  loweft  and  moft  wortlile^fs  of  men.  Orat^ 
in  Vat  in.  16.  Vtl.  Pat$rt,  ii.  69. 


LET^ 
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LETTER      XXIV. 

To     CORNIFICIUS^ 

IT  was  with  great  fatisfadion  I  found  by  your  A.^.701 
letter,  that  you  allow  me  a  place  in  your 
thoughts  :  and  it  is  by  no  means  as  doubting  the 
conftancy  of  your  friendfhip,  but  merely  in  com- 
pliance with  a  cuflomary  form,  that  I  intreat  you 
to  preferve  me  ftill  in  your  remembrance. 

It  is  reported  that  fome  commotions  have  arilen 
in  Syria-:  at  which  I  am  more  alarmed  upon 
your  account  than  our  own,  as  you  are  placed  fo 
much  nearer  to  the  confequences.  As  to  affairs 
at  Rome ;  we  are  enjoying  that  fort  of  re- 
pofe,  which  I  am  furc  you  would  be  better 
pleafed  to  hear  was  interrupted  by  fome  vigorous 
meafures  for  the  public  welfare.     And  I  hope  it 

*  Quintus  Cornificius,  In  the  year  705,  obtained  the  pro- 
confulfhip  of  Illyricum.  In  the  following  year  he  was  re- 
moved from  thence  into  fome  other  province,  the  name  of 
which  is  unknown  :  but  it  appears  to  have  been  contiguous 
to  Syria.  In  this  province  he  refided  when  the  prefent  and 
twenty-fixth  letter  of  this  book  were  written  to  him.  He  was 
afterwards  appointed  governor  of  Africa  :  as  appears  by  fe- 
verai  letters  addrefled  to  him  in  the  next  book  ;  and  which 
will  afford  a  farther  occafion  of  fpeaking  of  him.  He  had 
greatly  diftinguillied  himfelf  in  the  art  of  eloquence  :  and  is 
fuppofed  to  have  been  the  author  of  thofe  rhetorical  pieces^ 
which  are  mentioned  by  Quintilian  as  written  by  a  perfon  of 
this  name.    Figh,  Atmal,  ii.  446.  454.  466.  i^int.  iii.  i. 

fhortly 
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A.u.  708.  fliortly  will :   as  I  find  it  is  Casfar's  intention  to 
concert  methods  for  that  purpofe. 

Your  abfence  has  infpired  nne  with  the  courage 
of  engaging  in  fome  compofitions,  which  other- 
wife  I  fhould  fcarce  have  ventured  to  undertake : 
tho'  there  are  fome  among  them  which  even  my 
judicious  friend,  perhaps,  would  not  difapprove. 
The  lafl  that  I  have  finifhed,  is  upon  a  fubjecl, 
on  which  I  have  frequently  had  occafion  to  think 
that  your  notions  were  not  altogether  agreeable  to 
mine :  it  is  an  inquiry  into  the  beft  fpecies  of 
eloquence  '.  Tho'  I  muft  add,  that  whenever 
you  have  differed  from^  me,  it  was  always  with  the 
complaifance  of  a  maftcr-artifc  towards  one  who 
is  not  wiioliy  unfldlled  in  his  art.  I  fhould  be 
extremely  glad  that  this  piece  might  receive  your 
fjffrage  :  if  not  for  its  own  fake,  at  leafl  for  its 
author's.  To  this  end,  I  fhall  let  your  family 
know,  that,  if  they  think  proper,  they  may  have 
it  tranfcribed  in  order  to  fend  it  to  you.  I  ima- 
gine indeed,  altho'  you  iliould  net  approve  my 
fentiments,  yet  that  any  thing  which  comes  from 
my  hand  will  be  acceptable  in  your  prefent  in- 
a6tive  fituation. 

When,  you  recommend  your  chara^ler  and  ho- 
nours to  my  protection,  it  is  merely,  I  dare  fay, 

''  This  is  probably  the  fame  piece,  of  which  an  account 
l$Ai  beco  given  in  rem.  lo.  on  let.  15.  B.  xo. 

for 
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for  the  fake  of  form,  and  not  as  thinking  it  in  the  A.u.  70s, 
leaft  neceffary.  Be  afliired,  the  affedion  which 
I  am  perfuaded  mutually  fubfifts  between  us, 
would  be  fufficient  to  render  me  greatly  zealous 
in  your  fervice.  But  abflraftedly  from  all  motives 
of  friendlhip,  were  I  to  confider  only  the  noble 
purpofes  to  which  you  have  applied  your  exalted 
talents,  and  the  great  probability  of  your  attain- 
ing the  higheft  dignity  in  the  commonwealth  ^; 
there  is  no  man  to  whom  I  fhould  give  the  pre- 
ference in  my  good  offices,  and  few  that  I  fhould 
place  in  the  fame  rank  with  yourfelf.     Farewel. 

LETTER      XXV. 

CuRius  ^  to  Cicero. 

I  Look  upon  myfelf  as  a  fort  of  property,  the 
pofTefiion  of  which  belongs,  'tis  true,  to  At- 
ticus  J  but  all  the  advantage  that  can  be  derived 
from  it  is  wholly  yours.  If  Atticus  therefore 
were  inclined  to  difpofe  of  his  right  in  me,  I  am 
afraid  he  could  only  pafs  me  off  in  a  lot  with 
fome  more  profitable  commodity :  whereas  if  you 
fhould  have  the  fame  inclination,  how  greatly 
would  it  enhance  my  value  to  be  proclaimed  as 

*  The  confular  office. 

-  See  rem.  6.  p.  361.  Vol.  II. 

one 
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A.U.  7o3.  ont  Intirely  formed  into  what  he  is,  by  your  care 
and  kindnefs  ?  I  intreat  you  then  to  continue  to 
protecl  the  work  of  your  own  hands,  and  to  re- 
commend me  in  the  ftrongeft  terms  to  the  fuccef- 
for  of  Sulpicius  in  this  province  \  This  will  be 
the  fureft  means  of  putting  it  in  my  power  to 
obey  your  commands  of  returning  to  you  in  the 
fpring :  as  it  will  facilitate  the  fettling  of  my  af- 
fairs in  fuch  a  manner,  that  I  may  be  able  by  that 
time  to  tranfport  my  effeds  with  fafety  into  Italy. 
But  I  hope,  my  illuftrious  friend,  you  will  not 
communicate  this  letter  to  Atticus  :  for  as  he 
imagines,  I  am  much  too  honell  a  fellow  to  pay 
the  fame  compliment  to  you  both  ;  fuffer  him,  I 
befeech  you,  to  remain  in  this  favourable  error. 
Adieu,  my  dear  patron;  and  falute  Tiro  in  my 
name. 

Qd.  the  a  9th. 

LETTER    XXVI. 

To    CoRNiFicrus. 

1  Shall  follow  the  fame  method  in  anfwering^ 
your  letter,  which  I  have  obferved  that  you 
great  orators  fometimes  pra6tife  in  your  replies ; 
and  begin  with  the  laft  article  firfl.    You  accufe- 

<  Greece. 

mc 
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me  then  of  being  a  negligent  correfpondent  1  bilt  A.U.  708. 
believe  me,  I  have  never  once  omitted  writing, 
whenever  any  of  your  family  gave  me  notice  that 
a  courier  was  fetting  out  to  you. 

I  have  fo  high  an  opinion  of  your  prudence, 
that  I  expeded  you  would  a6l  in  the  manner 
your  very  obliging  letter  affures  me  you  intend  •, 
and  that  you  would  not  determine  your  meafures, 
till  you  fhould  know  where  this  paltry  BalTus ' 
defigned  to  make  an  irruption.  I  intreat  you  to 
continue  to  give  me  frequent  intelligence  of  all 
your  purpofes  and  motions,  as  well  as  of 
whatever  elfe  is  going  forward  in  your  part  0^ 
the  world. 

It  was  with  much  regret  that  I  parted  with  you, 
when  you  left  Italy  :  but  I  comforted  myfelf  in 
the  perfuafion^  that  you  were  not  only  going  intd 
a  fcene  of  profound  tranquillity,  but  leaving  one 
that  was  threatened  with  great  commotions.  Th& 
reverfe,  hov/ever,  has  proved  to  be  the  fafl : 
and  war  has  broke  out  in  your  quarters,  at  the 
fame  time  that  it  is  extinguifiied  in  ours.  But 
the  peace  we  enjoy  is  attended,  neverthelefs,  with 
many  difgufting  circumftances :  and  difgufting 
too  even  to  Caefar  himfelf.  It  is  the  certain  con- 

"^  Cascilius  BafTus  was  a  Roman  knight,  of  the  Pompeian 
party,  who  after  the  battle  of  Pharfalla  fled  into  Syria  :  where 
he  was  at  this  time  raifing  fome  very  formidable  commotions 
againll  the  authority  of  Caefar.     Dio.  xlvii. /,  342. 

Vol,  Illi  F  fequehce 
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A.U.yoS.  fequence  indeed  of  all  civil  wars,  that  the  van- 
quifhed  rnufl  not  only  fubmit  to  the  will  of  the 
viftor,  but  to  the  will  of  thofe  alfo  who  afllfled 
him  in  his  conqueft.  But  I  am  now  become  fo 
totally  callous,  that  I  faw  Burfa  "  the  other  day 
at  the  games  which  Csefar  exhibited,  without  the 
leail  emotion  j  and  was  prefent  with  equal  pati- 
ence at  the  farces  of  Publius  and  Laberius  ^.  In 
fhort,  I  am  fenfible  of  nothing  fo  much  as  of  the 
want  of  a  judicious  friend,  with  whom  I  may 
freely  laugh  at  what  is  thus  pafling  amongft  us. 
And  fuch  a  friend  I  fhall  find  in  you,  if  you  will 
haften  your  return  hither :  a  circumftance,  which 
I  look  upon  to  be  as  much  your  own  intereft,  as 
I  am  fure  it  is  mine.     Farewel. 


'  Cicero's  inveterate  enemy,  who  had  been  banilhed  fome 
years  before,  but  had  lately  been  recalled  by  Csefar.  See 
rem.  5.  p.  263.  vol.  i. 

5  For  an  account  of  Laberius,  fee  rem.  1.  p.  223.  vol.  i. 
Publius  Syrus  had  likewife  diftinguifhed  himfelf  upon  the 
Roman  ftage  in  thofe  buiFoon  pieces  which  they  called  their 
mimes.  But  altho'  thefe  rival  poets  and  adlors  were  both  of 
them  excellent  in  their  way  ;  yet  it  appears,  that  their  hu- 
mour was  too  low  and  inelegant  to  fuit  the  juft  and  r&fincd 
talle  of  Cicero.     Macrob.  Saturn,  ii.  7. 


LET- 
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'     LETTER    XXVIL 

To    DOLABELLA. 

I  Rejoice  to  find  that  Bai^e  *  has  changed  its  A.U.70S, 
nature,  and  is  beconne  on  a  ludden  fo  won- 
drous falutary  \  But  perhaps  it  is  only  in  com- 
plaifance  to  nny  friend,  that  it  thus  fufpends  its 
ufual  effefls  ;  and  will  relume  its  v/onted  quali- 
ties, the  monnent  you  depart.  I  Ihall  not  be  fur- 
prifed  lliould  this  prove  to  be  the  cafe :  nor 
Wonder  indeed  if  heaven  and  earth  fhould  alter 
their  general  tendencies,  for  the  fake  of  a  maa 
who  has  fo  much  to  recommend  him  to  the 
favour  of  both  % 

*  See  rem.  7.  p.  234.  vol.  ii. 

^  Dolabella  had  probably  informed  Cicero  in  a  letter  from 
Baia;,  of  the /alutary  effetlis  he  experienced  from  the  waters 
of  that  place:  in  anfvver  to  which  Cicero  plays  upon  the  am-" 
biguous  meaning  of  the  wotd /aluires,  and  applies  in  a  mo- 
ral fenfe  what  Dolabella  had  ufcd  in  a  medicinaL 

^  If  no  other  memoirs  of  ihei'e  times  remained  than  what 
might  be  colleded  from  the  letters  of  Cicero,  it  is  certain 
they  would  greatly  miflead  us  in  oilr  notions  of  the  principal 
aftors,  who  now  appeared  upon  the  theatre  of  the  Roman  re- 
public. Thus,  for  inltance,  who  would  imagine  that  the 
perfon  here  reprefented  as  interefting  heaven  and  earth  in  his 
welfare,  was  in  fatl  a  monfter  of  lewdnefs  and  inhumanity. 
But  how  rnufl  the  reader's  aftonifhmeiu  be  raifed  when  he  is 
informed,  that  it  is  Cicero  himfeif  who  tells  us  fo  f  Dolabella 
• — a  puero/>ro  deliciis  crudeliias  fuit.  (fays  our  author  in  one 
of  his  Philippic  orations)  deinde  ea  libidinum  turpitudo  ut  in 
hoc  fit  Jemfer  ipjt  latatuSf  quod  eafaceret  qu£  Jibi  objici  ne  ab 

Fa  I  idid 
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A.u.  70S.  I  did  not  imagine  that  I  had  preferved  among 
my  papers,  the  trifling  fpeech  which  I  made  in 
behalf  of  Deiotarus  ^ :  however  I  have  found  it, 
and  fend  it  to  you  agreeably  to  your  requefl.  You 
will  read  it  as  a  performance,  which  was  by  no 
means  of  confequence  enough  to  deferve  much 
care  in  the  compofition  :  and  to  fay  truth,  I  was 
willing  to  make  my  old  friend  and  hoft  a  prefent 
of  tYic  fame  indelicate  kind  with  his  own. 

May  you  ever  preferve  a  virtuous  and  a  gene- 
rous mind  !  that  the  moderation  and  integrity  of 
your  conduft,  may  prove  a  living  reproach  to 
the  violence  and  injuftice  of  fome  others  amongft 
our  contemporaries  !     Farewel. 

in'tmico  qu'idem  pojfent  "uerecwido.  If  this  was  a  true  pi^lure  of 
Dolabella  ;  what  fliall  be  faid  in  excufeof  Cicero,  for  having 
difpofed  of  his  daughter  to  him  in  marriage  ?  Should  any  too 
partial  advocate  of  Cicero's  moral  charafter,  endeavour  to 
palliate  this  unfavourable  circumflance,  by  telling  us,  that 
he  had  never  inquired  into  Dolabella's  condudl ;  might  it 
not  juftly  be  fufpefted,  that  he  meant  to  banter  ?  Yet  this  is 
the  very  reafon  which  Cicero  himfelf  affigns,  in  the  oration 
from  whence  the  above  pafiage  is  cited.  Et  hie,  dii  immor- 
tales  !  altquando  fii.it  mens  !  occulta  enim  erat  'vitia  non  i n  qu  i - 
RENTi.  Strange  !  that  a  roan  who  loved  his  daughter  even 
to  a  degree  of  extravagance,  fliould  be  fo  carelefs  in  an  ar- 
ticle wherein  her  happinefs But  I  need  not  finifh 

the  reft  :  where  fafts  fpeak  for  themfelves,  let  mc  be  fpared 
the  pain  of  a  comment.     Vid.  Philip,  xi.  14,. 

♦  See  rem.  2.  p.  529.  vol.  i. 


LET- 
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LETTER    XXVIII. 

Vatinius  to  Cicero. 

T  Have  not  been  able  to  do  any  thing  to  the  pur-  {^■^•^\ 
-*■  pofe,  with  regard  to  your  librarian  Diony- 
fius  '  :  and  indeed  my  endeavours  have  hitherto 
proved  To  much  the  lefs  effedtual,  as  the  feverity 
of  the  weather  which  obliged  me  to  retreat  out  of 
Dalmatia,  ftill  detains  me  here.  However  I 
will  not  defift  till  I  have  gotten  him  into  my 
cullody.  But  furely  I  am  always  to  find  fome 
difficulty  or  other  in  executing  your  commands : 
why  elfe  did  you  write  to  me — I  know  not  what 
in  favour  of  Catilius  ^  ?  But  avaunt,  thou  infidious 
tempter,  with  thy  dangerous  intercellions  !  And 
our  friend  Servilius  too  (for  mine  my  heart 
prompts  me  to  call  him,  as  well  as  yoursj)  is, 
it  feems,  a  joint  petitioner  with  you  in  this 
requeft.  Is  it  ufual  then,  I  fhould  be  glad  to 
know,  with  you  orators  to  be  the  advocates  of 
fuch  clients,  and  in  fuch  caufes  ?  Is  it  ufual 
to  plead    in   behalf  of  the   moft    cruel  of  the 

'  See  let.  12.  p.  33.  of  this  vol. 

*  This  man  was  quxftor  in  the  year  702  ;  and  daring  the 
civil  war  was  intrufted  with  fome  naval  command  :  but  it  ap- 
pears by  the  prefent  letter  that  he  had  turned  pirate,  and 
committed  great  cruelties  and  depredations  upon  Uie  coafts  of 
Jllyricum.     Pi^h.  Annul,  ii.  421, 

F  3  human 
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A.u.  708,  human  race  ?  in  defence  of  a  man  who  has  mur- 
dered our  fellow-citizens,  plundered  their  houfes, 
ravifhed  their  wives,  and  laid  whole  regions  in 
defolation  ?  This  v/orthlefs  wretch  had  the  info- 
lence  likewife,  to  take  up  arms  againfl  myfelf : 
and  he  is  now,  'tis  true,  my  prifoner.  But  tell 
me,  my  dear  Cicero,  in  what  manner  can  I  a6t 
in  this  affair  ?  I  would  not  willingly  refufe  any 
thing  to  your  requeil :  and  as  far  as  my  own  pri- 
vate refentment  is  concerned,  I  will  in  compli- 
ance with  your  defires,  remit  the  punifhment  I 
intended.  But  what  fhall  I  anfwer  to  thofe  un- 
happy fufferers,  who  require  fatisfaftion  for  the 
]ofs  of  their  effeds,  and  the  dcftruction  of  their 
fnips  ?  who  call  for  vengeance  on  the  murderer  of 
their  brothers,  their  children,  and  their  parents  ? 
Believe  me,  if  I  had  fucceeded  to  the  impudence 
as  well  as  to  the  office  of  Appius  ^  I  could  not 
have  the  affjrance  to  withftand  their  cries 
for  juftice.  Neverthelefs,  I  will  do  every  thing 
that  lies  in  my  power  to  gratify  your  inclinations. 

3  Manutius  obferves,  that  this  is  not  the  fame  Appius  to 
whom  the  letters  in  the  3d  book  are  addrefied:  and  refers 
to  a  pa/Taj^e  in  Valerius  Maxiraus  to  prove,  that  he  periflied 
early  in  the  civil  wars.  But  To  he  undoubtedly  might;  and 
neverthelefs  be  the  fame  perfon  here  alluded  to:  for  it  by  no 
means  appears  w  hen,  or  in  what  poft  it  was,  that  Vatinius 
fucceeded  to  this  Appius  in  queftion.  Impudence,  it  is  cer- 
tain, was  in  the  number  of  thofe  qualities,  which  diftin- 
jruiflied  that  Appius  to  whom  the  letters  abovementioned  are 
written,    yid.  ad  Jt.'w.  |2. 

He 
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He  is  to  be  defended  at  his  trial  by  Volufius :  A.u.708. 
and  if  his  profecutors  can  be  vanquifhed  by  elo- 
quence, there  is  great  reafon  to  expeft  that  the 
force  of  your  difciple's  rhetoric  will  put  them  to 
flight. 

I  depend  upon  your  being  nay  advocate  at 
Rome,  if  there  fliould  be  any  occafion.  C^iar 
indeed  has  not  yet  done  me  the  juftice  to  move 
for  a  public  thankfgiving,  for  the  fuccefs  of  my 
arms  in  Dalmatia :  as  if  in  truth,  I  were  not  en- 
titled to  more,  and  might  not  juftly  claim  the 
honour  of  a  triumph !  But  as  there  are  above 
threefcore  cities  that  have  entered  into  an  alliance 
with  the  Dalmatians,  befides  the  twenty,  of  which 
that  country  antiently  confifted ;  if  I  am  not  to 
be  honoured  with  a  public  thankfgiving,  till  I 
fliall  have  taken  every  one  of  thefe  confiderable 
towns ;  I  am  by  no  means  upon  equal  terms  with 
the  reft  of  our  generals. 

Immediately  after  the  fenate  had  appointed  the 
former  thankfgiving  for  my  vidlorics'",  I  marched 

*  There  is  fome  difficulty  in  reconciling  what  Vatinius 
here  fays  of  a  fupplication  having  been  decreed  by  the  fenate, 
with  the  complaint  he  makes  above  againft  Caefar,  for  having 
delayed  to  move  the  houfe  for  that  purpofe.  Some  of  the 
commentators  therefore  have  fufpefled,  that  this  is  the  be- 
ginning of  a  dillinLl  letter  :  and  others,  that  it  is  a  pofticript 
written  a  confiderable  diilance  of  time  from  the  body  of  the 
cpilUe.  But  Mr.  Rofs  has  offered,  I  think,  a  much  better 
folution,  by  fuppofing  that  the  thankfgiving,  mentioned  in 
the  preknt  paragraph,  was  one  whicli  had  been  decreed  on 

F  4  into 
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A.u.  708.  into  Dalmatia  ;  where  I  attacked  and  made  my- 
felf  mafler  of  fix  of  their  towns.     One  of  thefe, 
which  was  of  very  confiderable  ftrength,  I  might 
fairly  fay  that  I  took  four  feveral  times.     For  it 
was  furrounded  by  a  fortification  confiding  of-* 
four  different  walls,  which  were  defended  by  as 
many  forts :  thro'  all  which  I  forced  my  way  to 
the  citadel,  which  I  likewife  compelled  to  fur- 
render.     But  the  excefiive  feverity  of  the  cold, 
together  with  the  deep  fnows  that  fell  at  the  fame 
time,  obliged  me  to  retreat :   fo  that  I  had  the 
mortification,    my  dear  Cicero,    to   find  myfelf 
under  the  necefiity  of  abandoning  mv  conquefts, 
juft  as  I  was  upon  the  point  of  finifhing  the  war. 
I  in  treat  you  then,  if  occafion  fhould  require,  to 
be  my  advocate  with  Csfar,  and  in  every  other 
refpeft  to  take  my  intereft  under  your  prote£lion; 
in  the  alTurance,  that  no  man  pofi^efiTes  an  higher 
degree  of  affe6lion  for  you  than  myfelf. 

Narona,  Dec.  the  15th. 

account  of  fome  former  fuccefles  of  Vatinius  in  his  province; 
and  that  the  thankfgiving  concerning  which  he  complains  of 
Casfar's  negledl,  was  one  that  he  was  now  folliciting  in  ho- 
nour of  thofe  fuccelTes  in  Dalmatia,  of  which  he  here  gives 
f.n  account. 


LET- 
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LETTERS 

OF 

Marcus  Tullius  Cicero 

T    O 

Several  of  his  Friend  s. 

BOOK     XII. 

LETTER    I. 
To  C  u  R I u  s  ^ 

jrr^IS  true,  I  once  both  advifed  and  exhort-  A.U.709. 
1       ed  you  to  return  into  Italy  :  but  I  am  fo  ' 
far  from  being  in  the  fame  fentiments  at 
prefent,   that  on  the  contrary,    I  wilh  to  efcape 
myfelf, 

To  feme  hlejl  dime  remote  from  Pelop's  race  *. 

'  This  is  an  anfwer  to  the  25th  letter  of  the  foregoing 
book. 

*  Alluding  to  the  Cjefarian  party.  See  rem.  7.  p.  362, 
vol.ii. 

My 
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A.u.  709.  My  heart  indeed  mofb  feverely  reproaches  me,  for 
fubmitting  to  be  the  witnefs  of  their  unworthy 
deeds.  Undoubtedly,  my  friend,  you  long  fincc 
forefaw  our  evil  days  approaching,  when  you 
wifely  took  your  flight  from  thefe  unhappy  re- 
gions :  for  tho'  it  mull  needs  be  painful,  to  hear 
a  relation  of  what  is  going  forward  amongft  us ; 
yet  far  more  intolerable  it  furely  is,  to  be  the 
fad  fpe£i:ator  of  fo  wretched  a  fcene.  One  ad- 
vantage at  leaft  you  have  certainly  gained  by 
your  abfence  -,  it  has  fpared  you  the  mortification 
of  being  prefent  at  the  late  general  affembly  for 
the  eledlion  of  qua^ftors.  At  feven  in  the  morn- 
ing, the  tribunal  of  Quintus  Maximus  the  con- 
ful,  as  they  called  him ',  was  placed  in  the  field 
of  Mars  '* :  when  news  being  brought  of  his  fud- 
dcn  death,  it  was  immediately  removed.  But 
CJEfar,notwithftanding  he  had  taken  the  aufpices^ 
as  for  an  affembly  of  the  tribes,  converted  it  into 


^  Cacfar  (as  Manutius  obferves)  abdicated  the  confuJfhip 
upon  his  late  return  from  Spain,  and  arbitrarily  appointed 
Quintus  Maximus  together  with  Trebonius,  confuls  for  the 
remaining  part  of  the  year.  Maximus  therefore  not  being 
legally  eledted,  Cicero  fpeaks  of  him  as  one  whofe  title  was 
acknowledged  only  by  the  prevailing  fadtion. 

*  Where  the  poll  for  the  eleftion  of  magiftrates  was  ufu- 
ally  taken.     Jt  was  fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  Tiber. 

'  No  affembly. of  the  people  could  be  regularly  held,  nor 
any  public  aft  performed,  till  the  augurs  had  declared  thai 
the  omen*  were  favourable  for  the  purpofe  in  agitation. 

that 
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that  of  the  centuries  * :  and  at  one  in  the  after-  ^•^-  709- 
noon,    declared    Caninius    duly   eleded   conful. 
Be  it  recorded  then,  that  during  the  confulate 
of   CaniniuSj  no  man   had   time  to  dine;  and 
yet  that  there  was  not   a  fingle  dillurbance  of 
any  kind  committed :  for  he  was  a  magiftrate, 
you  mull  know,  of  fuch  wonderful  vigilance, 
that  he  never  once  flept  throughout  his  whole  ad- 
miniftration.    The  truth  of  it  is,  his  adminiftra- 
tion  continued  only  to  the  end  of  the  year ;  and 
both  expired  the  very  next  morning.     But  ridi- 
culous as  thefe  tranfaftions  may  appear  to  you, 
who    are    placed   at   fo   great    a   diflance  from 
them ;     believe    me,    you    could    not    refrain 
from  tears,  if  you  were  to  fee  them  in  all  their 
true  and  odious  colours.     How  would  you  be  af- 
fe6led  then,  were  I   to  mention  the  numberlefs 
inftances  of  the  fame  arbitrary  kind  which  daily 

^  The  citizens  of  Rome  were  call  into  three  general  dl- 
vifions:  into  centuries,  into  curis,  and  into  tribes.     Some 
account  of  the  two  latter  has  been  already  given  in  rem.  50. 
p.  202.  and  rem.  7.  p.  474.  vol.  i.     The  former  was  an  in- 
ftitution   of  Scrvius  Tullius  :    who  diftributed  the  people 
into  193  centuries  according  to  the  value  of  their  refpeaive 
pofTellions.     Thefe  companies  had   a  vote  in  alj  quellions, 
that  came  before  the  people  afTembled  in  this  mannejr:  and 
the  majority  of  voices  in  each,  determined  the  fufFrage  of 
that    particular    century.     But   as   the  patricians   and    the 
wealthieft  citizens  of  the  republic,  filled  up  98  of  thefe  189 
clafTes;   the  inferior  citizens  were  confequently  deprived  of 
all  weight  in  the  public  deliberations.     The  praitors,  con- 
fuls,  and  cenfors  were  eledted   by  the  people  afiembled   ia 
centuries  :  but  the  quxnicrs,  ediles  and  tribunes  were  chofea 
in  ^n  aficmbly  of  the  tribes.     Dioft.  Halicarn.  iv.  20. 

occur ! 
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A.tr.  709.  occur  !  For  my  own  part,  they  would  be  utterly 
infupportable  to  me,  had  I  not  taken  refuge  in 
philofophy  ;  and  enjoyed  likewile  that  friend  of  ^ 
ours  for  the  companion  of  my  fludies,  whofe 
property,  you  tell  me,  you  are  *.  However,  fince 
you  aflure  me  at  the  fame  time,  that  all  the  be- 
nefit which  can  arife  from  you,  belongs  folely  to 
myfelf  J  I  am  perfectly  well  contented  :  for  what 
can  property  give  more  ? 

Acilius,  who  is  fent  into  Greece  at  the  head 
of  fome  legions  as  fuccefTor  to  Sulpicius,  has 
great  obligations  to  me :  for  I  fuccefsfully  de- 
fended him  in  two  capital  profecutions,  before 
the  commencement  of  our  public  troubles.  He 
is  a  man  of  a  very  grateful  difpofition,  and  one 
who  upon  all  occafions,  treats  me  with  much  re- 
gard. Accordingly  I  herewith  fend  you  a  letter 
which  I  have  written  to  him  in  your  favour,  in 
the  ftrongeft  terms  :  and  I  defire  you  will  let  me 
know  what  promifes  he  fhall  give  you  in  confe- 
<juence  of  my  recommendation.     Farev/el. 

'  Atticus. 

"  See  the  beginning  of  Curius's  letter  to  Cicero,  p.  63  of 
this  vol. 


L  E  T- 
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LETTER    IL 

To    A  u  c  T  u  s  ",    Proconful. 

IN  confidence  of  that  fhare  you  allow  me  in  A.u.  7*5. 
your  efteem,  and  of  which  you  gave  me  fo 
many  convincing  proofs  during  the  time  we  con- 
tinued together  at  Brundifium  ',  I  claim  a  fort 
of  right  of  applying  to  you  upon  any  occafion 
wherein  I  am  particularly  interefted.     I  take  the 

»  The  commentators  imagine,  that  this  perfon  is  the  fame 
whom  Cicero  mentions  in  the  foregoing  letter  to  have  fuc- 
ceeded  to  Sulpicius  in  the  government  of  Greece  :  and  that 
therefore  either  inflead  of  Auftus,  the  true  reading  is  Acilius, 
or  that  he  was  called  Acilius  Auftus.  But  tho'  it  is  alto- 
gether impolTible  to  determine  who  the  perfon  was  to  whom 
this  letter  is  addrefled,  or  in  what  year  it  was  written :  yet 
it  feems  highly  probable  that  Acilius  and  Auflus  were  diffe- 
rent men.  For  Cicero  in  the  preceding  epilUe  mentions 
Acilius  as  one  on  whom  he  had  conferred  fome  very  impor- 
tant fervices  :  whereas  in  the  prefent  letter,  Cicero  appears 
to  have  been  the  perfon  obliged.  Now  it  is  by  no  means 
credible  that  our  author,  if  he  had  ever  done  any  good  of- 
fices to  Auiflus,  fhould  have  b^en  totally  filent  upon  a  circuni- 
liance  which  would  have  given  him  a  much  higher  claim  to 
the  favour  he  was  requelling,  than  any  v.hich  he  produces. 
And  the  incredibility  grows  llill  ftronger,  when  it  is  remem- 
bered that  Cicero  never  fails  to  difplay  his  fervices  upon  all 
occafions,  in  which  he  can  with  any  propriety  mention  Lhem, 
But  on  which  fide  foever  of  this  quellion  the  truth  may  lie, 
it  is  a  point  of  fuch  very  little  confequcnce,  that  perhaps  it 
will  fcarcc  juftify  even  this  fliort  remark. 

*  Probably  during  Cicero's  rcfidence  in  that  city,  upon 
his  return  into  Italy  after  the  battle  of  Pharfalia  :  an  account 
fif  which  has  been  given  in  the  foregoing  obfervations. 

3  liberty 
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A.U.709.  liberty  therefore  of  writing  to  you  in  behalf  of 
Marcus  Curius,  a  merchant  at  Patrse,  with  whom 
I  am  moft  intimately  united.  Many  are  the  good 
offices  which  have  mutually  pafled  between 
us :  and,  what  indeed  is  of  the  greateft  weight, 
they  reciprocally  flowed  from  the  moft  perfed 
affeftion.  If  then  you  have  reafon  to  promlfe 
yourfelf  any  advantage  from  my  friendfhip ;  if 
you  are  inclined  to  render  the  obligations  you 
have  formerly  conferred  upon  me,  if  poilible, 
even  ftill  more  valuable ;  in  a  word,  if  you  are 
perfuaded  that  I  hold  a  place  in  the  efteem  of 
every  perfon  in  your  family ;  let  thefe  confidera- 
tions  induce  you  to  comply  with  my  requeft  in 
favour  of  Curius.  Receive  him,  I  conjure  you, 
under  your  protection,  and  preferve  both  his 
perfon  and  his  property  from  every  injury,  and 
every  inconvenience  to  which  they  may  be  ex- 
pofed.  In  the  mean  time,  I  will  venture  to 
affure  you  myfelf,  (what  all  your  family  will,  I 
doubt  not,  confirm)  that  you  may  depend  upon 
deriving  great  fatisfa<5lion  from  my  friend fliip, 
as  well  as  much  advantage  from  the  f^iithful  re- 
turns of  my  gratitude.     Farewel. 


LET- 
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LETTER    III. 

To    C  u  R  I  u  s. 

YOUR  letter  affords  me  a  very  evident  a.u.  709. 
proof,  that  I  pofTel's  the  highell  fhare  of 
your  efteem,  and  that  you  are  fenfible  how  much 
you  are  endeared  to  me  in  return :  both  which 
I  have  ever  been  defirous  fhould  be  placed  be- 
yond a  doubt.  Since  then  we  are  thus  firmly  af- 
fured  of  each  other's  affeition  j  let  us  endeavour 
to  vie  in  our  mutual  good  offices :  a  contefl,  in 
which  I  am  perfectly  indifferent  on  which  fide 
the  fuperiority  may  appear. 

I  am  well  pleafed  that  you  had  no  occalion  to 
deliver  my  letter  to  Acilius  *.  I  find  likewife  that 
you  had  not  much,  for  the  fervices  of  Sulpicius ; 
having  made  lb  great  a  progrefs,  it  feems,  in 
your  affairs  as  to  have  curtailed  them  (to  ufe 
your  own  ludicrous  expreffion)  both  of  head  and 
feet.  I  wifli  however,  you  had  fpared  the  latter^ 
that  they  might  proceed  a  little  fafter,  and  give 
us  an  opportunity  of  one  day  feeing  you  again  in 
Rome.  We  want  you  indeed,  in  order  to  pre- 
ferve  that  good  old  vein  of  pleafantry,  which  is 

*  Sec  the  latter  end  of  the  firit  letter  in  this  book. 

2  flow. 


8o  The    LETTERS      Book  XII. 


"'\' 


A.U.  709.  now,  you  may  perceive,  well-nigh  worn  out 
amongft  us :  infomuch  that  Atticus  may  pro- 
perly enough  fay,  as  he  often,  you  know,  ufed, 
"  if  it  were  not  for  two  or  thtee  of  us,  my 
"  friends,  what  would  become  of  the  ancient 
"^  glory  of  Athens  !"  Indeed,  as  the  honour 
of  being  the  chief  fupport  of  Attic  elegance  de- 
volved upon  Pomponius  %  when  you  left  Italy  j 
fo  in  his  abfence,  it  has  now  defcended  upon 
me.  Haflen  your  return  then,  I  befeech  you, 
my  friend  i  left  every  fpark  of  wit,  as  well  as  of 
liberty,  fhould  be  irrecoverably  extinguifhed  with 
the  republic.     Farewel. 

LETTER    IV, 
To    CoRNiFicrus. 

I  Have  the  fatisfaftion  to  find  by  your  very 
obliging  letter,  that  my  laft  was  fafely  deli- 
vered. I  doubted  not  of  its  affording  you  plea- 
fure  :  and  therefore  was  fo  much  the  more  uneafy 
left  it  ftiould  lofe  its  way.  You  inform  me, 
at  the  fame  time,  that  a  war  is  broke  out  in 
Syria  %  and  that  Cccfar  has  given  you  the  go- 
vernment of  this  province.  I  wifti  you  much 
joy  of  your,  command,  and  hope  fuccefs  will 

*  Pomponius  Atticus. 

'  See  rem.  7.  on  let.  26.  of  tlie  preceding  book. 

attencJ 
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attend  it:  as,  in  full  confidence  of  your  wifdom A.u.70^. 
and  vigilance,  I  am  well  perfuaded  it  will. 
Neverthelefs  I  am  truly  alarmed  at  what  you 
mention  concerning  the  invafion  which,  it  is 
fufpeded,  the  Parthians  are  meditating.  I  find 
by  your  letter,  that  the  number  of  your  forces 
is  agreeable  to  what  I  fhould  have  conjecflured  : 
I  hope  therefore,  that  thefe  people  will  not  put 
themfelves  in  motion,  till  the  legions  which  I 
hear  are  ordered  to  your  alTiflance,  fhall  arrive. 
But  if  you  fhould  not  even  with  thefe  fupplies, 
find  yourfelf  in  a  condition  to  face  the  enemy ; 
I  need  not  remind  you  to  follow  the  maxim 
of  your  predecefTor  Marcus  Bibulus,  who,  you 
know,  during  the  whole  time  that  the  Parthians 
continued  in  your  province,  mofl  gallantly  fhun 
himfelf  up  in  a  ftrong  garrifon  ^.  Yet  after  all, 
circumftances  will  befl  determine  in  what  man- 
ner it  will  be  proper  for  you  to  aft  :  in  the  mean 
time  I  fhall  be  extremely  anxious,  till  I  receive 
an  account  of  your  operations. 

*  This  feems  to  be  intended  as  a  fneer  upon  the  conduft  of 
Bibulus.  Cicero  was  governor  of  Cilicia  when  Bibulus  com- 
manded in  Syria,  and  they  both  follicitcd  at  the  fame  time, 
the  honour  of  a  public  thankfgiving  for  the  fuccefs  of  their 
refpedlive  arms.  Cato  gave  his  fufFrage  upon  this  occafion 
in  tavour  of  Bibulus  ;  but  refufed  it  to  Cicero  :  a  preference 
which  extremely  exafperated  the  latter,  and  which  was  pro- 
bably the  principal  caufe  of  that  contempt  with  which  he 
fpeaks  of  Bibulus  in  the  prefent  pafHige.  See  vol.  ii,  p.  50. 
rem.  2. 

.  Vol.  III.  G  As 
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As  I  have  never  omitted  any  opportunity  of 
writing  to  you,  I  hope  you  will  obferve  the  fame 
pun£tually  with  refpe£t  to  me.  But  above  all, 
let  me  defire  you  to  reprefent  me  in  your  letters 
to  your  friends  and  family  as  one  who  is  entirely 
vours.     Farewel. 


L  E  T  T  E  .R      V. 

Decimus    Brutus  *  to  Marcus  Brutus 
and    Caius    Cassius. 

YOU    will  judge   by   this   letter,    in    what 
poilure  our  affairs  Hand.    I  received  a  vifit 

'  Decimus  Brutus,  of  the  fame  family  with  Marcus  Bru- 
tus, ferved  under  Caefar  in  the  wars  in  Gaul :  at  the  end 
of  which,  in  the  year  703,  he  returned  to  Rome,  and  was 
chofen  one  of  the  city  qua;ftors.  It  does  not  appear  that 
he  dilliaguifhed  himfclf  by  any  thing  remarkable,  till  he 
engaged  with  Marcus  Brutus  and  Caihus  in  the  confpiracy 
againil  his  friend  and  benefaftor.  This  was  executed,  as 
all  the  world  knows,  by  ftabbing  Caifar  in  the  fenate,  on 
the  ides,  or  the  15th  of  March  :  a  few  weeks  before 
the  prefent  letter  was  written.  When  one  confiders  the 
charaders  of  tliofe  who  were  the  principal  actors  in  this 
memorable  tragedy,  it  is  allonilhing  that  they  ftiould  have 
looked  no  farther  than  merely  to  the  taking  away  of  Casfar's 
life  :  as  if  they  imagined,  that  the  government  mujt  necef- 
farily  return  into  its  proper  channel,  as  foon  as  the  perfon 
who  had  obdruifled  its  courfe,  was  removed.  They  were 
altogether  therefore  unprepared  for  thofe  very  probable  con- 
tingencies which  they  ought  to  have  had  in  view,  and  which 
accordingly  enfued.  Whatever  then  may  be  determined 
as  to  the  patriotifm  of  the  fadl  itfclf,  it  was  unqueftionably 

ye  Herd  ay 
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yederday  in  the  evening  from  Hirtius  ^,  who  cori-  A.U.7C9. 
vinced  me  of  Antony's  extreme  perfidy  ahd  ill 
intentions  towards  us.  He  aiTured  Hirtius,  ifc 
feems,  that  he  could  by  no  means  confent  I  fhould 
take  pofTefllon  of  the  province,  to  which  I  have 
been  nominated'';  and  that  both  the  army  and 
the  populace  were  fo  highly  incenfed  againft  usj 
that  he  imagined  we  could  none  of  us  continue 
with  any  fafety  in  Rome.  You  are  fenfible,  I 
dare  fay,  that  both  thefe  aflertions  are  as  abfo- 
lutely  falfe,  as  that  it  is  undoubtedly  true,  what 
Hirtius  added,  that  Antony  is  apprehenfive  if  we 
fhould  gain  the  leaft  increafe  of  power,  it  will 
be  impoffible  for  him  and  his  party  to  maintain 

conduced,  as  Cicero  frequently  and  juftly  complains,  by 
the  weakeft  and  moil  impolitic  counfels.  Antony,  (who 
was  at  this  time  conful)  although  he  thought  proper  at  firll: 
to  carry  a  fair  nppearance  towards  the  conipirators,  yet 
fecretly  raifed  fucli  a  fpirlt  againft  them,  that  they  found 
it  expedient  to  withdraw  from  Rome.  Brutus  and  Caflius 
retired  to  Lanuvium,  a  villa  belonging  to  the  formei",  about 
fifteen  miles  from  the  city  :  at  which  place  they  probably 
were  when  Decimus  Brutus,  who  had  not  yet  left  Rome> 
wrote  the  following  letter. 

^  Hirtius  was  warmly  attached  to  Casfar,  and  extremely  re- 
gretted his  death  :  but  as  he  was  diiguft-^d  with  Antony,  and 
perhaps  jealous  too  of  his  rifing  power,  he  feems  to  have 
bppofed  the  caufe  he  approved,  rherely  from  a  fpirit  of  per- 
fonal  pique  and  envy.     nd.  Ad  Att.  xiv.  22.  xv.  6. 

^  ^  Casfar,  a  fhort  time  before  his  death,  had  nominated 
Decimus  Brutus  to  the  government  of  Cifalpine  Gaul,  and 
Antony  to  that  of  Macedonia  But  as  Gaul  lay  more  con- 
veniently for  Antony's  prefent  purpofes,  his  defign  was  to 
procure  the  adininillration  of  it  for  himfelf. 

G  a  their 
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A.U..7C9.  their  ground.  I  thought,  under  thefe  difficul- 
ties, the  moft  prudent  ftep  I  could  take  for 
our  common  interefl,  would  be  to  requeft  that 
an  honourary  legation  ^  might  be  decreed  to 
each  of  us ;  in  order  to  give  fome  decent  colour 
to  our  leaving  Rome.  Accordingly,  Hirtius  has 
promifed  to  obtain  this  grant  in  our  favour; 
tho'  I  mufl  add  at  the  fame  time,  fuch  a  fpirit 
is  raifed  againft  us  in  the  fenate,  that  I  am  by  no 
means  clear  he  v/ill  be  able  to  perform  his  en- 
gagement. And  fhould  he  fucceed,  yet  I  am 
perfuaded  it  will  not  be  long  ere  they  declare  us 
public  enemies,  or  at  leaft  fentence  us  to  banifh- 
ment.  It  appears  to  me  therefore,  our  wifeft 
method  in  the  prefent  conjunfture,  to  fubmit  to 
Fortune,  and  withdraw  to  Rhodes,  or  to  fome 
other  fecure  part  of  the  world.  We  may  there 
adjuft  our  meafures  to  public  circumflances, 
and  either  return  to  Rome,  or  remain  in  exile, 
as  affairs  fliall  hereafter  appear  with  a  more  or 
lefs  inviting  afpe6l  :  or  if  the  worfl  fliould 
happen,  we  may  have  recourfe  to  the  laft  def- 

^  The  fenators  could  not  be  long  abfent  from  Rome, 
without  leave  of  the  fenate.  When  their  private  affairs 
therefore  required  their  attendance  abroad,  it  was  ufual  to 
apply  for  what  they  called  a  legatio  libera,  which  gave  a 
fandion  to  their'abfence,  and  inverted  them  with  a  fort  of 
travelling  title,  that  procured  them  the  greater  refpeft  and 
honours  in  the  countries  through  which  they  pafTed,  and  in 
the  place  where  they  propofed  to  refide. 

perate 
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perate  expedient  *.  Should  it  be  aflced,  "  whyA.u.709 
"  not  attempt  fomething  at  prefent,  rather  than 
'^  wait  a  more  diflant  period  ?"  My  anfwer  is, 
becaufe  I  know  not  where  we  can  hope  to  make 
aftandjunlefs  we  fliould  go  either  to  Sextiis  Pom- 
peius  ^,  or  to  C^ecilius  Baffus  '.  It  is  probable  in- 
deed, that  when  the  news  of  Cx-far's  death  Hiall  be 
Ipread  through  their  refpedlive  provinces,  it  may 
much  contribute  to  ftrengthen  their  party  :  how- 
ever it  will  be  foon  enough  to  join  them,  when 
we  fhall  know  the  ftate  of  their  forces. 

If  you  and  Caflius  are  defirous  I  fhould  enter 
into  any  engagement  on  your  behalf,  I  fliall 
very  readily  be  your  fponfor :  and  indeed  it  is  a 
condition  which  Hirtius  requires.  I  defire  there- 
fore you  would  acquaint  me  with  your  refolution, 
as   foon    as  pofTible  :   for   I  exped    before  ten 

^  That  is,  (as  the  commentators  explain  it)  by  arming 
the  flaves,  throwing  open  the  prifons,  and  raifmg  foreign 
nations  in  their  defence. 

•  Sextus  Pompeius,  the  younger  fon  of  Pompey,  was  in 
Corduba  when  his  brother  Cneius  gave  battle  to  Caefar. 
Cneius  attempting  to  make  his  efcape  after  the  total  defeat 
of  his  army,  was  killed  by  feme  of  the  conqueror's  foldi- 
ers  :  but  Sextus,  upon  the  enemy's  approach  in  order  to  lay 
fiege  to  Corduba,  fecretly  abandoned  that  city,  and  con- 
cealed himfelf  till  Cxfar's  return  into  Italy.  The  latter 
had  no  fooner  left  Spain,  than  Sextus  colleded  his  broken 
forces  :  and  a  ftort  time  after  this  letter  was  written,  he 
appeared  at  the  head  of  no  lefs  than  fix  legions.  ^Hirt.  de 
Bell.  Hifp.    Dio.pag.  274.  '•'■. 

'  An  account  of  him  has  already  been  given  in  rem.  7; 
p.  65.  of  this  vol. 

G  3  o'clock^ 
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A.U.  709.  o'clock,  to  receive  an  appointment  from  Hirtius 
to  meet  him  upon  thefe  affairs.  Let  me  know 
at  the  famiC  time  where  I  fhall  find  you. 

As  foon  as  Hirtius  fhall  have  given  me  his 
final  anfwerj  I  purpofe  to  apply  to  the  fenaLe,  that 
a  guard  may  be  appointed  to  attend  us  in  Rome, 
I  do  not  fuppofe  they  will  comply  with  this  re- 
quefl,  as  our  appearing  to  ftand  in  need  of  fuch 
a  proteftion,  will  render  them  extremely  odious, 
But  how  fuccefsful  foever  my  demands  may 
prove,  I  fliall  not  be  difcouraged  from  mailing 
iuch  as  I  think  reafonable.     Farewel. 

LETTER    VL 
To  Tiro. 

NOtwitliflanding  I  wrote  this  morning  by 
Harpatus,  and  nothing  new  has  fince 
occurred;  yet  I  cannot  forbear  making  ufe  of 
this  opportunity  of  conveying  a  fecond  letter  to 
you  upon  the  fame  fubjeft  :  not,  however,  as 
entertaining  the  leaft  diftrufl  of  your  care,  but 
becaufe  the  bufinefs  in  which  I  have  employed 
you,  is  of  the  laft  importance  to  me  \    My  whole 

*  As  Cicero  was  known  to  favour  the  confpirators,  he 
did  not  think  it  prudent  to  trufl  himfelf  in  Rorue  after 
]Brutus  and  Caflius  had  found  it  neceiTary  to  withdraw  from 
^hence :  and  accordingly  he  foon  afterwards  followed  their 

defign 
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defign  indeed  in  parting  with  you  was^  that  you  A.u.  709. 
might  thoroughly  fettle  my  affairs.  I  defire 
therefore,  in  the  firft  place,  that  the  demands  of 
Otillius  and  Aurelius  may  be  fatisfied.  Your 
next  endeavour  muft  be,  to  obtain  part  atleaft,  if 
you  cannot  procure  the  whole,  of  what  is  due  to 
me  from  Flamma  :  and  particularly  infifl  on  his 
making  this  payment  by  the  firft  of  January '. 
With  regard  to  that  debt  which  was  affigned  over 
to  me  ;  I  beg  you  would  exert  your  utmoft  dili- 
gence to  recover  it :  but  as  to  the  advance-pay- 
ment of  the  other  not  yet  due,  I  leave  you  to  act 
as  you  fhall  judge  proper.  And  this  much  for 
my  private  concerns.  As  to  thofe  of  the  public  j 
i  defire  you  would  fend  me  all  the  certain  in- 
telligence you  can  colleft.  Let  me  know  what 
0(5tavius  ^  and  Antony  are  doing  j   what  is  the 

example  by  retiring  into  the  country.  His  intention  at  this 
time  was,  to  make  a  tour  into  Greece  for  a  few  months ; 
and  with  that  view  he  had  difpatched  Tiro  to  Rome,  ia 
order  to  call  in  the  feveral  monies  which  were  due  to  him, 
and  likewii'e  to  difcharge  fome  debts  which  he  had  himfelf 
con  traded. 

^  When  the  new  confuls  were  to  enter  upon  their  office : 
by  which  time,  Cicero  propofed  to  return  to  Rome. 

*  Cdavlus,  who  was  afterwards  known  and  celebrated  by 
the  name  of  Aiigullus  Czefar,  was  the  fon  of  Atria,  Julius 
Cajfar's  niece.  His  uncle,  who  defigned  him  for  the  heir 
both  of  his  power  and  his  fortunes,  had  fent  him,  about  fix 
months  before  his  death,  to  Apollonia,  a  learned  feminary 
of  great  note  in  Macedonia.  In  this  place  he  was  to  profe- 
cute  his  fludies  and  exercifcs,  till  Ca:far,  who  propofed  he 
fliould  accompany  him  in  his  intended  expedition  againll 

G  4  general 
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A.u.  7C9.  general  opinion  of  Rome ;  and  what  turn  you 
imagine  affairs  arc  likely  to  take.  I  can  fcarcely 
forbear  running  into  the  midft  of  the  fcene : 
but  I  reftrain  myfelfj  in  the  expeftation  of  your 
letter. 

Your  news  concerning  Balbus,  proves  true : 
he  was  at  Aquinum  at  the  time  you  were  told ; 
9,nd  Hirtius  followed  him  thither  the  next  day. 
I  imagine  they  are  both  going  to  the  waters  of 
Baias :  but  let  me  know  what  you  can  difcover 
of  their  motions. 

Do  not  forget  to  remind  the  agents  of  Dola- 
bella  ^ :  nor  to  infill  upon  the  payment  of  what 
is  due  from  Papia.     Farewel. 

the  Parthians,  fhould  call  upon  him  in  his  march  to  that 
country.  But  as  foon  as  Oftavius  was  informed  of  the 
•death  of  Csefar,  and  that  he  had  appointed  him  his  heir; 
he  immediately  hallened  to  Rome  :  and  the  eyes  of  every 
body,  but  particularly  of  Cicero,  were  now  attentively 
turned  towards  him,  in  order  to  difcover  in  what  manner 
he  would  aft  in  this  very  critical  fituation  both  of  his  own 
affairs,  and  thofe  of  the  republic.  Dio.  p.  271.  jippian. 
Bell.  Ci'vil.  ii. 

*  It  appears  by  the  letters  written  to  Atticus  at  this  time, 
that  Cicero  had  fome  confiderable  demands  upon  Dolabella  : 
which  arofe,  it  is  probable,  from  the  latter  not  having  yet 
returned  the  whole  of  Tullia's  portion,  agreeably  to  the 
Jloman  laws  in  cafes  of  divorce. 


LET- 
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LETTER    VII. 


To      BiTHYNICUS 


6 


I  Have  many  reafons  towifli,  that  the  republic  A.u.709; 
may  be  reftored :  but,   believe  me,   the  pro- 
mife  you  give  me  in  your  letter,  renders  it  ftill 
more  ardently  my  defire.     You  afTure  me  if  that 
happy  event  fhould  take  place,  you  will  con- 
fecrate  your  whole   time  to  me :    an  afTurance 
which  I  received  with  the  greatefl  pleafure,  as 
it  is    perfectly   agreeable    to   the   friend{hip  in 
which  we  are  united,   and  to  the  opinion  which 
that   excellent  man    your   father  ^  entertained 
of  me.     You  have  received  more  confiderable 
fervices,  I  confefs,   from  the  men  who  are,   or 
lately  were,  in  power,  than  any  that  I  have  been 
capable  of  conferring  upon  you  :   but  in  all  other 
refpeds,  there   is  no  perfon   whofe  connexions 
with  you  are  of  a  ilronger  kind  than  my  own. 
It  is  v/ith  great  fitisfaflion  therefore  that  I  find, 

*■  This  perfon  is  fiippofed  by  Manutius,  to  be  the  ion  of 
Quintus  Pompeius,  who  obtained  the  name  of  Bithynicus, 
in  honour  of  his  con-quefts  in  Bithynia. 

'  Cicero  mentions  him  in  his  treatife  of  celebrated  ora- 
tors, as  one  with  whom  he  had  enjoyed  a  particular  friend- 
Ihip.  He  attended  Pompey  in  his  flight  after  the  battle  of 
Pharfalia,  and  perilhed  with  him  in  Egypt.  Cic.  de  clar. 
crat»  240. 

you 
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A.U.709.  you  not  only  prefcrve  our  friendfhip  in  your  re- 
membrance, but  are  defirous  likewife  of  in- 
creafing  its  itrength.     Farewel. 

•LETTER    VIIL 
To   Tiro. 

IF  you  fhould  have  ^n  opportunity,  you  may 
regifter  thg  money  you  mention :'  tho^  indeed 
it  is  an  acquifition  which  it  is  not  abfolutely  re- 
quifite  to  enrolP.  However,  it  may  perhaps 
be  as  well. 

I  have  received  a  letter  from  Balbus,  wherein 
he  excufes  himfelf  for  not  giving  me  an  account 
of  Antony's  intentions  concerning  the  law  I  in- 
quired after  ;  becaufe  he  has  gotten,  it  feems,.  a 
violent  defiuxion  upon  his  eyes.  Excellent  ex- 
cufe,  it  muft  be  owned !  For  if  a  man  is  not 
able  to  write  ;  moll  certainly,  you  know,  he 
cannot  diftate !  But  let  the  world  go  as  it  will, 
fo  I  may  fit  down  quietly  here  in  the  country. 

I  have  written  to  Bithynicus. As  to  what 

you  mention  concerning  Servilius  ;  you  who 
Ofc  a  young  man  may  think  length  of  days 
-a  defireable  eireumftance  j  but  for  myfelf,  I  have 

*  The  cenfors  every  five  years  numbered  the  people  :  at  . 
vvhicK  time  each  citizen  was  obliged  to  gh.  e  an  exad  account 
of  his  eftate.     But  if  in  the  interval  a  man  had  made  any 
new  acquifition;,    he  was  required  10  enter  it  before  the 
praetor. 

no 
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no  fuch  wifh",  Atticus  neverthelefs  imagines,  ^..11. 709. 
that  I  am  ftill  as  anxious  for  the  prefervation  of* 
my  life  as  he  once  knew  me  -,  not  obferving  how 
firmly  I  have  fince  fortified  my  heart  with  all  the 
ftrength  of  philolbphy.  The  truth  of  it  is,  he  is 
■now  feized  in  liis  turn  with  a  panic  himfelf  i  and 
would  endeavour  to  infed  me  with  the  fame 
groundlefs  apprehenfions.  But  it  is  my  inten- 
tion to  preferve  that  friendfliip  unviolated,  which. 
I  have  fo  long  enjoyed  with  Antony  ' :  and  ac- 
cordingly I  intend  writing  to  him  very  foon.     I 

s'  Servilius  Ifauricus  died  about  this  time,  in  an  extreme 
old   age  :   Manutius   conjedures  therefore,  and   with  great 
probtbiiity,  that  Tiro  in   the   letter  to  which  the  prefent  is 
an  anfwer,  had  given  Cicero  an  account  of  this  event,  and 
at  the  fane  time  expreHed  his  wifties  of  living  to  the  fame 
advanced  period. 
*      *  Both  Antony  and  Cicero  feem  to  have  been  equally  un- 
willing at  this  time,  to  come  to  an  open  rupture:  but  as  to 
a  real  friendfhip  between  them,  it  is  highly  probable  there 
never  had  been  any.     On  the  part  of  Antony  at  leail,  there 
were  fonie  very  flrong  family-reafons  to  alienate  him  from 
Cicero.     For  Antony's   father  married  the  widow  of  Len-^ 
tulas,  whom  Cicero  had  pur  to  death  as  an  accomplice  in 
Catiline's  confpiracy  ;  and  b     himfelf  was  married  to  Ful- 
via,  the  widow  of  Clodius,  Cicero's  moll  inveterate  enemy. 
Thefe  .'-Uiances  muft  unqueltionably   have  made  impreffions 
upou   Antony's    mind,    little   favourable   to    fentiments   of 
amity  :  and  prooably  contributed,  among  other  reafons,  to 
kindle  that  refentment  which  terminated  in  Cicero's  deftruc- 
tion  :  But  whatever  the  true  motive  of  their  enmity  towards 
each  other  might  have  been  ;   the  firft  coolneis  feems  to  have 
arifen  on  the  fide  of  Antony  :  and  if  Cicero  had  refented 
it  with  greater  moderation,  he  would  have  afted  perhaps, 
with  more  prudence  in,  regard  to  the  public  intereft,  as  well 
as  in  refped  to  his  own.     f^id.  Ad  Att.  xiv.  19. 

Ihall 
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A.U.ycg.Hiall  defer  my  letter,  however,  till  your  return  : 
but  I  do  not  mention  this  with  any  defign  of 
calling  you  off  from  the  bufinefs  you  are  tranf- 
afling  %  and  which  indeed  is  much  more  nearly 
my  concern. 

I  expe6t  a  vifit  from  Lepta  to-morrow  :  and 
fliall  have  occafion  for  all  the  fweets  of  your  con- 
verfation,  to  temper  the  bitternefs  with  which  his 
will  be  attended.     Farewel. 


L  E  T  T  E  R    IX. 

To  DoLABELLA,  Conful  K 

IDefire  no  greater  fatisfaflion,  my  dear  Dola- 
bella,  than  what  arifes  to  me  from  the  difin- 
terelled  part  I  take  in  the  glory  you  have  lately 
acquired :  however,  I  cannot  but  acknowledge, 
I  am  infinitely  pleafed  to  find,  that  the  world 
gives  me  a  fhare  in  the  merit  of  your  late  ap- 
plauded  conduct.     I  daily  meet   in  this  place 

*  See  rem.  2.  p.  86.  of  this  vol, 

3  Csefar  had  appointed  DolabeIJa  to  fucceed  him  in  the 
eonfullhip  as  foon  as  he  ihouid  let  out  upon  his  Parthian 
expedition  ;  and  accordingly  Dolabella  upon  the  death  of 
Ca;far,  immediately  aiTumed  the  adminiftration  of  that  of- 
fice. His  condudl  in  this  critical  conjunfture,  had  rendered 
it  fomevvhat  doubtful  which  fide  he  was  molT:  difpofed  to 
favour  :  but  an  accident  had  lately  happened  which  gave 
the  friends  of  the  republic  great  hopes  that  he  would  fup- 
port  the  caufe  of  the  confpirators.  .  Some  of  Casfar's  freed- 
men  had  ereftcd  a  fort  of  altar,  upon  the  fpot  where  his 

9  great 
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great  numbers  of  the  firft  rank  in  Rome,  who  A.U.  709. 
are  affembled  here  for  the  benefit  of  their  health, 
as  well  as  a  multitude  of  my  friends  from  the 
principal  cities  in  Italy :  and  they  all  agree  in 
joining  their  particular  thanks  to  me,  with 
thofe  unbounded  praifes  they  beftow  upon  you. 
They  every  one  of  them  indeed  tell  me,  that 
they  are  perfuaded  it  is  owing  to  your  compli- 
ance with  my  counfels  and  admonitions,  that 
you  approve  yourfelf  fo  excellent  a  patriot  and 
fo  worthy  a  conful.  I  might  with  ftrid  truth 
afTure  them,  that  you  are  much  fuperior  to  the 
want  of  being  advifed  by  any  man ;  and  that 
your  a6l"ions  are  the  free  and  genuine  refult  of 
your  own  uninfluenced  judgment.  But  altho'  I 
do  not  entirely  acquiefce  in  their  compliment, 
as  it  would  leflen  the  credit  of  your  conduft,  if 
it  fhould  be  fuppofed  to  flow  altogether  from 
my  fuggefl:ions ;  yet  neither  do  I  wholly  reje6l 
it :  for  the  love  of  praife  is  a  pafllon,  which  I 
am  apt,  you  know,  fomewhat  too  immoderately 

body  had  been  burnt  :  at  which  the  populace  daily  alTembled 
in  the  moft  tumultuous  and  alarming  manner.  Dolabella, 
in  the  abfence  of  his  collogue  Antony,  interpofed  his  con- 
fular  authority  in  order  to  fupprcfs  this  mob  :  and  having 
caufed  the  altar  to  be  demoliflied,  he  exerted  a  very  feafon- 
able  aft  of  feverity,  by  commanding  the  principal  ring- 
leaders of  the  riot  to  be  inftantly  put  to  death.  It  was  this 
that  produced  the  following  letter  from  Cicero,  written  from 
fome  place  of  public  refort,  probably  from  the  Baths  of 
Baix.     Dio.  p.  240.  267.     Ad  Att.  xiv.  15. 

to 
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A.u.  709.  t-'^  indulge.  Yet  after  all,  to  take  counfel  of  a 
Neflor,  as  it  was  an  honour  to  the  charadler 
even  of  that  king  of  kings,  Agamemnon  him- 
felf,  it  cannot  furely  be  unbecoming  the  dignity 
of  yours.  It  is  certainly  at  leaft,  much  to  the 
credit  of  mine,  that  while  in  this  early  period 
of  your  life  "*,  you  are  thus  exercifing  the  fu- 
preme  magiftracy  with  univerfal  admiration  and 
applaufe ;  you  are  confidered  as  diredled  by  my 
guidance  and  formed  by  my  inftrudlions. 

I  lately  paid  a  vifit  to  Lucius  Csfar  *  at 
Naples  J  and  tho'  I  found  him  extremely  indif- 
pofed,  and  full  of  pain  in  every  part  of  his  body, 
vet  the  moment  I  entered  his  chamber  he  raifed 
himfelf  with  an  air  of  tranfport,  and  without 
allowing  himfelf  time  to  falute  me,  "  O  my 
**  dear  Cicero,  faid  he,  I  give  you  joy  of  your 
"  influence  over  Dolabella,  and  had  I  the  fame 
credit  with  my  nephew,  our  country  might 


cc 


*  Dolabella  was  at  this  time  no  more  than  twenty-five 
years  of  age  :  which  was  almoft  twenty  years  earlier  than 
he  could  legally  have  offered  himfelf  as  a  candidate  for  the 
confular  dignity  ;  the  Roman  laws  having  very  wifely  pro- 
vided that  no  man  fhould  be  capable  of  exercifing  this  im- 
portant office  till  he  had  attained  the  age  of  forty-two. 

5  He  was  a  diftant  relation  to  Julius  Caefar,  and  uncle  ta 
Mark  Antony.  Upon  the  celebrated  coalition  of  the  tri- 
umvirate, he  was  facrificed  by  Antony  to  the  refentment  of 
Oftavius :  as  in  return,  Cicero  was  delivered  up  to  the  ven- 
geance of  Antony.  But  Lucius  efcaped  the  confequence  of 
this  profcription  by  the  means  of  Julia,  Antony's  mother. 
Vlut»  in  I'it.  Am. 
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*^  new  be  pfefefved.  But  I  not  only  congratu-  A.u.709. 
**  I^.t€  your  friend  on  his  worthy  conduft,  but 
*'  defife  you  would  return  him  my  particular 
**  acknowledgments  t  as  indeed  he  is  the  fingle 
conful  who  has  aded  with  true  fpirit,  fiftce 
you  filled  that  office."  He  then  proceeded 
to  enlarge  upOft  your  late  glorious  aftion ;  re- 
prelenting  it  as  equal  to  the  moil  illuftrious  and 
important  fervice,  that  ever  was  rendered  to  the 
commonwealth.  And  in  this  h6  only  echoed 
the  general  voice  of  the  whole  republic.  Suffer 
me  then,  to  take  pofTefTion  of  thofe  encomiums 
to  which  I  am  by  no  means  entitled  :  and  in  fome 
fort  to  participate  with  you  in  that  general  ap- 
plaufe  you  have  acquired.  To  be  ferious  how- 
ever, (for  you  will  not  imagine  that  I  make  this 
requefl  in  good  earnefl)  I  would  much  rather 
fefign  to  you  the  whole  of  my  own  glory,  (if 
there  be  any  indeed  I  can  judly  claim)  than 
arrogate  to  myfelf  the  leafl  portion  of  thaC 
which  is  fo  unqueftionably  your  due.  For  as 
you  cannot  but  be  fenfible  that  I  have  ever 
loved  you  j  fo  your  late  behaviour  has  raifed 
that  affefiion  into  the  highell  pofTible  ardour : 
as  in  truth,  there  cannot  be  any  thing  more 
engagingly  fair,  more  irrefiftibly  amiable,  than 
the  patriot-virtues.  I  need  not  tell  you  how 
greatly  the  exalted  talents  and  polite  man- 
7  ners. 
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A.U.709.  ners,  together  with  the  fingular  fpirit  and  pro- 
bity of  Marcus  Brutus,  had  ever  endeared  him 
to  my  heart.  Neverthelefs,  his  late  glorious 
atchievement  on  the  ides  of  March,  has  won- 
derfully heightened  that  elleem  I  bore  him  :  and 
which  I  had  always  looked  upon  as  too  exalted 
to  admit  of  any  farther  advance.  In  the  fame 
manner,  who  would  have  imagined  that  my 
friendlhip  towards  yourfelf  was  capable  of  in- 
creafe  ?  yet  it  aftually  has  increafed  fo  very  con- 
fiderably,  that  the  former  fentiments  of  my  heart 
feem  to  have  been  nothing  more  than  common 
afFedtion,  in  comparifon  of  that  tranfcendent 
paffion  which  I  now  feel  for  you. 

Can  it  be  neceffary  that  I  fhould  either  exhort 
you  to  preferve  the  glory  you  have  acquired, 
or  agreeably  to  the  ufual  flile  of  admonition, 
fet  before  your  view  fome  animating  examples  of 
illuflrious  merit  ?  I  could  mention  none  for  this 
purpofe,  more  forcible  than  your  own  :  and  you 
have  only  to  endeavour  to  a6t  up  to  the  charac- 
ter you  have  already  attained.  It  is  impoflible 
indeed,  after  having  performed  fo  fignal  afervice 
to  your  country,  that  you  ihould  ever  deviate 
from  yourfelf.  Inftead  therefore  of  fending  you 
any  unnecelTary  exhortations,  let  me  rather  con- 
gratulate you  upon  this  noble  difplay  of  your 
patriotifm.    It  is  your  privilege  (and  a  privilege, 

perhaps, 
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perhaps,  which  no  one  ever  enjoyed  before)  toA.u.709. 
have  exercifed  the  feverefl  acts  of  necefiary  juftice, 
not  only  without  incurring  any  odium,  but  with 
the  greatefl  popularity  :  with  the  approbation  of 
the  lowefl,  as  well   as  of  the  beft  and  higheft 
amongft   us.     If  this    were    u   circun:iflance  in 
which  chance  had  any  fhare,   I  fhotild  congratu- 
late your  good  fortune  :  but  it  was  the  efied  of  a 
noble  and  undaunted  refolution,   under  the  o-ui- 
dance    of    the  ftrongeft   and  moft   enlightened 
judgment.     I   fay  this,  from    having   read    the 
fpeech  you  made  upon  this  cccafion  to  the  people; 
and  never  was  any  harangue   more  judicioufiy 
compofed.     You  open  arid  explain  the  fadl  with 
fo  much  addrefs,  and  gradually  rife  thro'  the  fe- 
veral  circumftances   in  fo  artful  a  manner,  as  to 
convince  all  the  world  that  the  afFair  was  mature 
for  your  animadverlion.     In  a  word,  you  have 
delivered  the  commonwealth  in  general,   a:s  well 
as  the  city  of  Rome  in  particular,  from  the  dan- 
gers with  which  they  v/ere  threatened  :  and  not 
only  performed  a  fmgular  fervice  to  the  prefent 
generation,  but  fet  forth  a  micfi:  ufeful  example 
for  times  to  come,-     You  will   confider  yclirfelf 
then,  as  the  great  fupport  of  the  republic  ;  and 
remember,-  fhe  expetSts  that  you  will  net  only  pro- 
tect, but  dillinguifli   thofe  illufLricus  perlbns  ^ 

Brutus  and  Caffius,  togf^ther  with  the  reft  of  the  cor.rpi-.- 
rators. 

Vol.  hi,  II  -whci' 
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A.u.709.who  have  laid  the  foundation  for  the  recovery  of 
o\ir  liberties.  But  I  hope  foon  to  have  an  op- 
portunity of  exprelTing  my  fentiments  to  you 
more  fully  upon  this  fubjeft,  in  perfon.  In  the 
mean  while,  fince  you  are  thus  our  glorious  guar- 
dian and  preferver,  I  conjure  you,  my  dear  Do- 
labelia,  to  take  care  of  yourfelf  for  the  fake  of 
the  whole  commonwealth  "..    Farewelv 

'  Cicero  communicated  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  Atticus : 
v/ho  appears  to  have  much  difapproved  of  thofe  encomiums, 
with  which  it  is  fo  extravagantly  fwelled.  The  hyperbole 
indeed,  feems  to  have  been  the  prevailing  figure  in  Cicero's 
rhetoric  :  and  he  generally  dealt  it  out  both  to  his  friends 
and  to  his  enemies,  with  more  warmth  than  difcretion.  In 
the  prefent  inflance  at  leaft,  he  was  either  very  eafdy  im- 
pofed  upon  by  appearances,  or  he  changed  his  opinion  of 
Dolabella's  public  aftions  and  defigns,  according  to  the  co- 
lour of  his  conduft  towards  himfelf.  Perhaps  both  thefe 
caufes  might  concur,  in  forming  thofe  great  and  fudden  va- 
riations which  we  find  in  our  author's  fentiments  at  this  pe- 
riod, with  refpeft  to  the  hero  of  the  panegyric  before  us. 
For  in  a  letter  to  Atticus,  written  very  fliortly  after  the  pre- 
fent, he  fpeaks  of  Dolabella  with  high  difpleafure ;  and  in 
another  to  the  fame  perfon  a  few  months  later,  he  exclaims 
againft  him  with  much  bitternefs,  as  one  who  had  not 
only  been  bribed  by  Antony  to  defert  the  caufe  of  liberty, 
but  who  had  endeavoured,  as  far  as  in  him  lay,  entirely  to 
ruin  it.  The  accufation  feems  to  have  been  juft  :  but  it  is  ol>- 
fervable  however,  that  in  both  the  letters  referred  to,  part  of 
Cicero's  indignation  arifes  from  fome  perfonal  ill  treatment, 
which  he  complains  of  having  received  from  Dolabella, 
Vid.  Ad  At.  xiv.  1 8.  xvi.  15. 


LET- 
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LETTER    X. 

To     T  R  E  B  O  N  I  U  S  ®* 

I  Have  recommended  my  Orator  (for  that  is  A.U.  705^- 
the  title  which  I  have  given  to  the  treatife 
I  promifed  to  lend  you)  to  the  care  of  your  freed- 
man  Sabinus.  1  was  induced  to  truft  it  in  his 
charge,  from  the  good  opinion  I  entertain  of  his 
countrymen  :  if  indeed  I  may  guefs  at  his  coun- 
try  by  his  name  ',  and  he  has  not,  like  an  art- 
ful candidate  at  an  eleftion,  ufurped  an  appel- 

'  Some  account  has  already  been  given  of  Trfebonius  in. 
rem*  4»  ?•  18 1.  vol.  ii.  Csefar  upoa  his  return  from  Spair?. 
in  the  preceding  year,  appointed  hira  conful  with  Quiritus 
Fabius  Maximus  :  but  this  and  other  favours  of  the  fame 
kind,  were  not  fuHici&nt  to  retrain  him  from  entering  into 
the  confpiracy  which  was  foon  afterwards  formed  againft 
Caefar's  life.  At  the  fame  time  therefore  that  Brutus  and 
Caflius  found  it  expedient  to  leave  Rome,  Trebonius  fecretly 
withdrew  into  Afia  Minor,  which  had  before  been  allotted  to 
him  as  his  proconfular  province:  and  he  was  on  h;s  way 
to  that  government,  when  the  prefent  letter  was  written. 
Dio.  p.  236,  24.7.  Ad  At.  xiv.  10. 

*  Cicero  fuppofes  that  Sabinns  was  fo  called,  as  being  a 
native  of  Sabinia  ;  a  country  in  Italy,  the  inhabitants  of 
which  were  celebrated  for  having  long  retained  an  uncorrupt- 
cd  firaplicity  of  manners.  Hatic  dim  ^eteres  'vitam  ccIuerS 
Sahini,  is  Virgil's  conclufion  of  that  charming  defcrij^tiost 
which  he  gives  of  the  pleafmg  labours  and  innocent  recrea- 
tions of  rural  life.     Gsorg,  ii.  53a. 

H  2  iatiofi 
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AU. 709.1atlon  to  which  he  has  no  right  '.  However, 
there  is  fuch  a  modefty  in  his  countenance, 
and  fuch  an  air  of  fincerity  in  his  converfation, 
that  I  am  much  deceived  if  he  does  not  poffefs, 
in  fome  degree  at  leaf!:,  the  true  Sabine  fimpli- 
city.  But  not  to  fuffer  him  to  take  up  any  more 
of  my  paper :  I  will  now  turn,  my  dear  Tre- 
bonius,  to  yourfelf.  As  there  were  fome  cir- 
cumflances  attending  your  departure,  that  in- 
creafed  the  afFe6tion  I  bear  towards  you  j  let 
me  intreat  you,  in  order  to  footh  the  uneafinefs 
I  feel  from  your  abfence,  to  be  as  frequent  a 
correfpondent  on  your  part,  as  you  fhall  certain- 
ly find  mc  on  mine.  There  are  two  reafons  in- 
deed,  why  you  ought  to  be  more  fo  :  the  firft  is, 
that  as  the  republic  can  now  no  longer  be  conli- 
dered  as  in  Rome,  but  removed  with  its  glorious 
defenders ;  we  who  remain  here  mufl  expeft  to 
receive  from  our  provincial  friends,  what  we  ufed 
to  tranfmit  to  them  ;  an  account,  1  mean,  of 
the  commonwealth.  The  next  reafon  is,  becaufe 
I  have  many  other  opportunities  in  your  abfence, 
befides  that  of  writing,  to  give  you  proofs  of  my 


'  It  was  an  artifice  fotnetimes  pra^lifed  by  the  candidates 
for  offices,  in  order  to  recommend  themfelves  to  the  good 
graces  of  their  conftituencs,  to  pretend  a  kindred  to  which 
they  had  no  right,  by  affuming  the  name  of  fome  favourite 
aad  popular  family<     Manut, 

friendfhip  : 
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friendfhip  :  whereas  you  have  none,  I  think,  a.u.  7c 9. 
of  teflifying  yours,  but  by  the  frequency  of  your  '*-^v~— ' 
letters.  As  to  all  other  articles,  I  can  wait;  but 
my  firlt  and  mofl  impatient  defire  is,  to  know 
what  fort  of  journey  you  have  had  ;  where  you 
met  Brutus " ;  and  how  long  you  continued  toge- 
ther. When  you  are  advanced  farther  towards 
your  province,  you  will  acquaint  me,  I  hope, 
with  your  military  preparations,  and  with  what- 
ever clfe  relates  to  our  public  affairs  :  that  I  may 
be  able  to  form  fome  judgment  of  our  fituation. 
I  am  fure  at  leaft,  I  fliall  give  no  credit  to  any 
intelligence,  but  what  I  receive  from  your  hands. 
In  the  mean  time,  take  care  of  your  health,  and 
continue  to  allow  me  the  fame  fmgular  ihare 
of  your  affefiion  which  I  have  always  enjoyed. 
Farewel. 


^  Brutus  had  not  left  Italy  when  Trebonius  fet  out  for 
Afia,  nor  did  he  leave  it  till  feveral  months  afterwards  :  fo 
that  the  inquiry  which  Cicero  here  makes,  muft  relate  to 
fome  interview  which  he  fuppofed  that  Trebonius  might  have 
had  with  Brutus  before  the  former  embajked.  Fid,  Ad  At. 
xiv,  10. 


H  3  L  E  T- 
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LETTER    XI. 

TrEBONIUS     to     CIGERO^ 

A.U.7G9.  T  Arrived  at  Athens  on  the  2  2d  of  this  month  : 
■*-  where,  agreeably  to  my  wifhes,  I  had  the  fatif- 
faftion  of  finding  your  fon  in  the  purfuit  of 
the  noblefl:  improvements,  and  in  the  higheft 
efteem  for  his  modefl  ana  ingenuous  behaviour  '^. 
As  you  perfectly  well  know  the  place  you  poffefs 
in  my  heart,  you  will  judge,  without  my  telling 
you,  how  much  pleafure  this  circumftance  af- 
forded me.  In  conformity  indeed  to  the  un- 
feigned friendfhip  which  has  fo  long  been  ce- 
mented between  us,  I  rejoice  in  every  advantage 
that  can  attend  you,  be  it  ever  fo  inconfidcrable  ^ 
much  more  therefore  in  one  fo  important  to  your 
happinefs.  Believe  me,  my  dear  Cicero,  I  dq 
not  flatter  you  when  I  fay,  there  is  not  a  youth 
in  all  this  feminary  of  learning  more  ardently 
devoted  to  thofe  refineid  and  elevafed  arts, 
which  are  fo  peculiarly  your  paflion,  or  who  in 
every  view  of  his  character  is  more  truly  amiT 
able,  than  our  young  map.     I  call  him  ours :  for 

'  This  letter  feems  to  have  been  written,  before  the  pre- 
ceding cplftle  had  reached  the  hands  of  Trebonius. 

*  See  the  remarks  on  let.  37.  of  this  book. 
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be  afllired,  I  cannot  fcparate  myfelf  frora  any  A.u.  70^. 
thing  with  which  you  are  connefted.  It  is  with 
great  pleafure  therefore,  as  well  as  with  ftrid: 
juftice,  I  congratulate  both  you  and  myfelf, 
that  a  youth  for  whom  we  ought  to  have  fome 
affection  whatever  his  difpofition  might  be,  is  of 
a  charadler  to  deferve  our  higheft.  As  he  inti- 
mated a  defire  of  feeing  Afia,  I  not  only  invited, 
but  prelTed  him  to  take  the  opportunity  of  vifit- 
ing  that  province  whilfl  I  prefided  there :  and  you 
will  not  doubt  of  my  fbpplying  your  place  in 
«very  tender  office  of  paternal  care.  But  that 
you  may  not  be  apprehenfive  this  fcheme 
will  prove  an  interruption  of  thofe  ftudies,  to 
nvliich,  I  know,  he  is  continually  animated  by 
jyour  exhortations ;  Cratippus  *  fhall  be  of  our 
party.  Nor  fhall  your  fon  want  my  earnefc  in- 
citements to  advance  daily  in  thofe  fciences,  into 
which  he  has  already  made  fo  fuccefbfisl  an  en- 
trance. 

I  am  wholly  ignorant  of  what  is  going  for- 
ward at  Rome  ;  only  I  hear  fome  uncertain 
rumours  of  commotions  amongft  you.  But  I 
hope  there  is  no  foundation  for  this  report ;  that 
we  may  one  day  fit  down  in  the  peaceful  poffef- 
fion  of  our  liberties,  retired  from  the  noife  and 
buftle  of  the  world :  a  privilege  which  hitherto 

5  See  rem,  3.  p.  171.  of  this  vol, 

H  4  '^^ 
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A.U.709.  it  has  not  been  my  fortune  to  enjoy.     However, 
having  had  a  fhort  relaxation  from  bufinefs  dur- 
ing my  voyage  to  this  place,  I  amufed  myfelf 
-with  putting  together  a  few  thoughts,  which  I 
always  defigned  as  a  prefent  to  you.  In  this  per- 
formance I  have  inferted  that  lively  obfervation 
which  you  formerly  made  fo  much  to  my  honour, 
and  have  pointed  out  by  a  note  at  the  bottom, 
to  whom  I    am    indebted  for  the  compliment. 
If  in  fome  paffages  of  this  piece,  I  fhould  ap- 
pear to  have  taken  great  liberties ;  I  fhall  be  juf- 
|ified,  I  perfuade  myfelf,  by  the  chara6ler  of  the 
man  at  whom  my  inveftive  is  aimed  ^ :  and  you 
will  undoubtedly   excufe  the  juft  indignation  I 
have  expreffed  againft  a  perfon  of  fuch  infamous 
principles.     Why,  indeed,  may  I  not  be  indulged 
in  the  fame  unbounded  licence  as  v/as  allowed  to 
honeft  Lucilius  '  ?  He    cnuld  not  be  animated 
with  greater  abhorrence  of  the  vices,  which  he  has 
fo  freely  attacked  ;  and  certainly  they  were  not 
more  worthy  of  fatyr  than  thofe  againfl  which  I 
have  inveighed. 

I  hope  you  will  remember  your  promife,  and 
take  the  firft  opportunity  of  introducing  me  as 
a  party  in  fome  of  your  future  dialogues.  I  doubt 
not  if  you  fliould  write  any  thing  upon  the  fub- 

*  Probably  at  Antony, 

''  ice  rem.  8.  p.  319.  vol.  ii. 

jeefc 
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jedT:  of  Ciefar's  death,  that  you  will  give  an  in-  A.u.709. 
ftance   of  your  friendfhip   and   your  juftice,  by 
afcrlbing  to  me  no  inconfiderable  iliare  of  that 
siorioiis  tranfaftion. 

I  recommend  my  mother  and  family  to  your 
good  offices,  and  bid  you  farewcl. 

Athens,  May  the  25th. 

LETTER    XII. 

To     M  A  T  I  u  s  '. 

I  Know  not  whether  it  is  with  greater  pain  or 
pleafure,  that  I  refleft  on  the  vifit  which  I 
lately  received  from  our  very  good  friend,  the 
well-natur'd  Trebatius.     He  called  upon  me  the 

^  It  is  principally  owing  to  this  and  the  following  letter, 
that  the  name  and  charafter  of  Matius  are  known  to  poile- 
rity  :  as  he  is  no  where  mentioned  by  any  of  the  antient  hi- 
ftorians  of  this  memorable  period.  His  inviolable  and  difin- 
terelted  affeflion  to  Caifar,  together  with  the  generous  cou- 
rage with  which  he  avowed  that  attachment  when  Ca^far 
jtvas  no  more  ;  as  they  ftrongly  mark  out  the  virtues  of  his 
heart,  fo  they  will  beft  appear  by  his  own  fpirited  reply 
to  the  prefent  epiftle.  But  Matius  was  as  much  diftin- 
guifhed  by  his  genius  as  his  virtues  :  and  he  was  perfe6lly 
well  accomplifhed  in  thofe  arts,  which  contribute  to  the 
innocent  pleafure  and  embellifhment  of  human  life.  Gar- 
dening and  poetry,  in  particular,  feem  to  have  been  his 
favourite  amufements  :  in  the  former  of  which,  his  coun- 
trymen were  indebted  to  him  for  fome  ufeful  improve- 
ments ;  as  they  likewife  were  in  the  latter,  for  an  elegant 
tranflatioa  cf  tlie  Iliad.  Columtl,  xii.  44.  AuL  Gel.  vi.  6. 
ix.  4. 

next 
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AJ[J.^5^  jiext  morning  afcer  my  arrival  at  Tufculum : 
and  as  he  was  by  no  means  fufficiently  recovered 
from  his  late  indifpofition,  I  could  not  forbear 
reproving  him  for  thus  hazarding  his  health. 
He  interrupted  me  with  faying,  that  nothing  was 
of  more  importance  to  him  than  the  bufinefs 
which  brought  him  to  my  houfe :  and  upon  my 
inquiry  if  any  thing  new  had  occurred ;  he  imme- 
diately entered  into  an  account  of  your  com- 
plaints againfl  me.  B^'t  before  I  give  them  a 
particular  anfwer,  let  me  begin  with  a  few  pre- 
vious refledtions, 

Amongft  all  my  acquaintance,  I  cannot  re- 
colled:  any  man  with  whom  I  have  longer  enjoy- 
ed a  friendfliip,  than  with  yourfelf :  and  altho* 
there  are  feveral  for  whom  my  affection  com- 
menced as  early,  there  are  few  for  whom  it  has 
rifcn  fo  high.  The  truth  of  it  is,  I  conceived  an 
cfteem  for  you  from  the  firft  moment  I  faw  you  : 
and  I  had  reafon  to  believe,  that  you  thought  of 
me  in  the  fame  favourable  manner.  But  your  long 
abfence  from  Rome,  which  immediately  fucceeded 
our  firft  acquaintance,  together  with  that  aftive 
courfe  of  life  wherein  I  was  engaged,  and  which 
was  fo  entirely  different  from  yours,  did  not  at 
that  time,  admit  of  our  improving  this  mu- 
tual difpofition,  by  a  more  frequent  inter- 
courfe.     Neverthekfs,  even  fo  long  ago  as  when 

Csefar 


Book  XIL       of  C  I  C  E  R  O.  107 

Caefar  was  in  Gaul,  and  many  years  before  the  A.u.  709. 
comnnencement  of  the  civil  war,  I  experienced 
your  friendly  inclinations  tov/ards  me.  For  as  you 
imagined  that  my  union  with  Casfar  would  be 
greatly  advantageous  on  my  fide,  and  not  alto- 
gether unferviceable  on  his  ;  you  generoufly  re- 
commended me  to  his  favour,  and  was  the  caufe 
of  his  cultivating  my  friendlhip.  I  forbear  to 
mention  feveral  inftances  which  occurred  at  that 
period,  of  the  unrefcrved  manner  in  which  we 
both,  conyerfed  and  correfponded  together :  as 
they  were  followed  by  others  of  a  more  impor- 
tant nature.  At  the  opening  of  the  civil  war, 
when  you  were  going  to  meet  Casfar  at  Brundi- 
fium,  you  paid  me  a  vifit  in  my  Formian  villa. 
This  fingie  favour,  had  it  been  attended  with  no 
other,  was,  at  fuch  a  critical  juncture,  an  ample 
teitimony  of  your  affcftion.  But  can  I  ever 
forget  the  generous  advice  you  fo  kindly  gave 
me  at  the  fame  time :  and  of  which  Trebatius, 
I  remember,  was  himfelf  a  witnefs  ?  Can  I  ever 
forget  the  letter  you  afterwards  wrote  to  me, 
when  you  went  to  join  Csefar  in  the  diftricl,  if  I 
miftake  not,  of  Trebula  ?  It  was  foon  after  this, 
that  either  by  gratitude,  by  honour,  or  perhaps  by 
fate,  I  was  determined  to  follow  Pompey  into 
Greece  :  and  was  there  any  inftance  of  an  obliging 
zeal^  which  you  did  not  exert  in  my  abfence  both 

for 
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i^.u.  709.  for  me  and  for  my  family  ?  was  there  any  one,  in 
ihort,  whom  either  they  or  I  had  more  reafon 
to  efteem  our  friend  ?  But  I  returned  to  Brun- 
difium  :  and  can  I  forget  (let  me  afk  once  more) 
with  what  an  obliging  expedition  you  haftened, 
as  foon  as  you  heard  of  my  arrival,  to  meet  me  at 
Tarentum  ?  How  friendly  were  your  vifits ;  how 
kind  your  endeavours  to  reafon  me  out  of  that 
deje6lion,  into  which  the  dread  of  our  general 
calamities  had  funk  me  !  At  length,  however,  I 
returned  to  Rome:  where  every  proof  of  the 
greateft  intimacy,  and  upon  occafions  too  of  the 
moft  important  kind,  mutually  pafled  between 
us.  It  was  by  your  direflions  and  advice,  that  I 
learned  to  regulate  my  conduft  with  refped:  to 
CjEfar  :  and  as  to  other  inftances  of  your  friend- 
fhip ;  where  was  the  man,  except  Csfar  him- 
felf,  at  whofe  houfe  you  more  frequently  vifited, 
or  upon  whom  you  beftowed  fo  many  agreeable 
hours  of  your  converfation  ?  in  fome  of  which, 
you  may  remember,  it  was,  that  you  encouraged 
me  to  engage  in  my  philofophical  writings.  When 
Casfar  afterwards  returned  from  compleating  his 
viftories,  it  was  your  firfl  and  principal  endeavour 
to  eflablifh  me  again  in  his  friendfhip  :  and  it  was 
an  endeavour,  in  which  you  perfeftly  well  fuc- 
ceeded.  But  to  what  purpofe,  you  will  aflc,  per- 
haps, this  long  detail  ?  Longer  indeed  I  mud  ac- 

know- 
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knowledge  it  is,  than  I  was  myfelf  aware:  how-  A.u.709. 
ever,  the  ufe  I  would  make  of  thefe  feveral  circuni- 
ftances,  is  to  fhew  you  how  much  reafon  I  have 
to  be  furprifed,  that  you,  who  well  know  the 
truth    of   them,    (liould    believe    me     capable 
pf  having  afted  inconfiflently  with  fuch  power- 
ful ties.     But  befides  thefe  motives  of  my  attach- 
ment to  you  i  motives  known  and  vifible  to  the 
whole  world  ;    there    are  others  of   a  far   lefs 
confpicuous  kind  :    and  which    I    am  at  a  lofs 
to  reprefent  in  the  terms  they  dcferve.     Every 
part  indeed  of  your  character  I  admire  :    but 
when  I  confider  you  as  the  wife,   the  firm,  and 
the  faithful  friend  i  as  the  polite,  the  witty,  and 
the  learned  companion  y  thefe,  I  confefs,  are  the 
fbriking  points  amidll  your  many  other  illuftrious 
qualifications,    with    which    I    am    particularly 
charmed.     But  it  is  time  to  return  to  the  com- 
plaints you  have  alledged  againft  me.    Be  alTured 
then,  I  never  once  credited  the  report  of  your 
having  voted  for  the  law  you  mentioned  to  Tre- 
batius :   and  indeed  if  I  had,  I  Ihould  have  been 
well  perfuaded  that  you  were  induced  to  concur 
in  promoting  it,  upon  fome  ver)'-juft  and  rational 
motive.     But  as  the  dignity  of  your  character 
draws  upon  you  the  obfervation  of  all  the  world; 
the  malevolence  of  mankind  will  fometimes  give 
feverer  conltrudions  to  your  actions,  than  molt 

certainly 
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A.u.  709.  certainly  they  merit.  If  no  inftances  of  this 
kind  have  ever  reached  your  knowledge^  I  know 
riot  in  what  manner  to  proceed  in  my  juftifica- 
tion.  Believe  me^  however,  I  have  always  de- 
fended you  upon  thefe  occafions  with  the  fame 
warmth  and  fpirit,  with  which  I  am  ferifible  you 
are  wont  to  oppofe,  on  your  part,  the  calumnies 
that  are  thrown  out  upon  myfelf;  Thus  with 
regard  to  the  law  I  juft  now  mentioned  j  I  have 
always  peremptorily  denied  the  truth  of  the 
charge  :  and  as  to  your  having  been  one  of  the 
managers  of  the  late  '  games ;  I  have  eonflantly 
inlifted,  that  you  afted  agreeably  to  thofe  pious 
offices  that  are  due  to  the  memory  of  at  departed 
friend.  In  refped  to  the  latter,  however ;  you 
cannot  be  ignorant,  that  if  Csefar  was  really  a 
tyrant,  (as  I  think  he  was  ')  your  zeal  may  be 

•  At  the  time  when  Caefar  was  killed,  he  was  preparing^ 
agreeably  10  a  vow  which  he  had  made  at  the  battle  of 
Pharfalia,  to  exhibit  feme  games  in  honour  of  Venus :  a  di- 
vinity, from  whom  he  afFeded  to  be  thought  a  defcendant. 
Oftavius  foon  after  his  return  to  Rome,  upon  the  death  of 
Casfar,  celebrated  thefe  games  at  his  own  expencc  :  and 
jVIatius  undertook  to  be  one  of  the  managers.  As  this  wasr 
a  public  mark  of  refpeft  paid  to  the  memory  of  Ca^far,  and 
might  tend  to  inflame  the  niiads  of  the  populace  againll  the 
confpirators  ;  it  gave  much  difguft  to  the  friends  of  the  re- 
public :  and  Cicero,  'tis  probable,  was  in  the  number  of 
thofe  who  had  openly  fpoken  of  it  with  difpleafure.  He 
did  fo  at  leall,  in  a  letter  to  Ati.icus.  /OV.  ^d  At.  xv.  2. 
Appian.  Bel.  Civil,  ii.  407. 

*  '*  It  is  with  injuftice  (faid  the  celebrated  queen  of  Swe- 
den) '*  that  Caifai'  is  accufed  of  being  a  tyrant,  if  to  go- 

I  con- 
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confidered  in  two  very  different  views.  It  may  A.u.  700. 
be  faid,  (and  it  is  an  argument  which  I  never  fail 
to  urge  in  your  favour)  that  you  Ihewed  a  very 
commendable  fidelity,  in  thus  difplaying  your  af- 
fedion  to  a  departed  friend.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  may  be  alledged  (and  in  faft  't  is  alkdged)  that 
the  liberties  of  our  country  ought  to  be  far  pre- 
ferable even  to  the  life  itfelf  of  thofe  whom  we 
hold  moft  dear.  I  wifh  you  had  been  informed 
of  the  part  I  have  always  taken,  whenever  this 
queftion  has  been  flarted.  But  there  are  two  cir- 
'  cumftances  that  reflect  the  brighteft  luftre  upon 
your  chara6ter,  and  w^hich  none  of  your  friends 
more  frequently  or  more  warmly  commemorate, 
than  myfelf  i  I  mean  your  having  alv/ays  molt 
ftrongly  recommended  pacific  meafures  to  C^far, 
and  conftantly  advifed  him  to  ufe  his  victory 
with  moderation  :    in  both   which,    the   whole. 


*'  vern  Rome,  was  the  moft  important  fervlce  he  could 
**  have  performed  to  his  country."  'Tis  certain,  that  the 
republic  was  well-nigh  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  total  anarchy, 
when  Csefar  ufurped  the  command  :  but  it  is  equally  certain 
that  he  himfelf  had  been  the  principal  author  and  foraenter 
of  thofe  confulions,  which  rendered  an  abfolute  authority  the 
only  pofllble  expedient  for  reducing  the  commonwealth  into 
a  ftate  of  tranquillity  and  good  order.  If  this  be  true,  ic 
fecms  no  very  intricate  queftion  to  determine,  what  verdict 
ought  to  be  pa/Ted  upon  Csfar.  But  furely  it  is  difficult  to 
know  by  what  principles  Cicero  can  be  acquitted,  who 
reviled  that  man  when  dead,  whom  he  was  the  firll  to  flatter 
when  living. 

world 
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A.U.709.  world  is  agreed  with  me  in  acknowledging  your 
merit. 

I  think  myfelf  much  obliged  to  our  friend 
Trebatius,  for  having  given  me  this  occafion  of 
jufrifying  myfelf  before  you.  And  you  will 
credit  the  profeflions  I  have  here  made,  unlefs 
you  imagine  me  void  of  every  fpark  both  of  gra- 
titude and  generofity  :  an  opinion,  than  which 
nothing  can  be  more  injurious  to  my  fentiments^ 
or  more  unworthy  of  yours.     Farewel. 


LETTER    Xllt 

Matius  to  CiCero. 

I  Received  great  fatisfa6lion  from  your  letter^ 
as  it  afTured  me  of  my  holding  that  rank 
in  your  efleeni,  which  I  have  ever  wiflied  and 
hoped  to  enjoy.  Indeed  I  never  doubted  of 
your  good  opinion :  but  the  value  I  fet  upou 
it,  rendered  me  follicitous  of  prcferving  it 
without  the  leaft  blemiili.  Gonfcious,  however 
that  I  had  never  given  juft  offence  to  any  can- 
did and  honeft  mind,  I  was  the  lefs  dilpofed  to 
believe,  that  you,  whofe  fenciments  are  exalted 
by  the  cultivation  of  fo  many  generous  arts, 
could  haftily  credit  any  reports  to  my  difadvaa- 
tage :  efpecially  as  you  were  one  for  whom  I  had 

at 
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at  all  times  difcovered  much  fmcere  good  will.  A.u.  709. 
But  as  I  have  the  pleafure  to  find,  that  you  think 
of  me  agreeably  to  my  willies  j  I  will  drop  this 
fubjefb,  in  order  to  vindicate  myfelf  from  thofe 
calumnies,  which  you  have  fo  often  and  with  fuch 
fingular  generofity  oppofed.  I  am  perfeclly 
well  apprifed  of  the  refledbions  that  have  been 
call  upon  me  lince  Cjefar's  death.  It  has  been 
imputed  to  me,  I  know,  that  I  lament  the  lofs 
of  my  friend,  and  think  with  indignation  on  the 
murderers  of  the  man  1  loved.  "  The  welfare 
"  of  our  country,  fay  my  accufers,  (as  if  they, 
had  already  made  it  appear,  that  the  deftrudioii 
of  Cicfar  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  common- 
wealth) "  the  welfare  of  our  country  is  to  be 
"  preferred  to  all  confiderations  of  amity."  It 
may  be  fo  :  but  I  will  honeftly  confefs,  that  I 
am  by  no  means  arrived  at  this  elevated  flrain  of 
patriotifm.  Neverthelefs,  I  took  no  part  with 
C^far  in  our  civil  diiTentions :  but  neither  did 
I  defert  my  friend,  becaufe  I  difliked  his  mea- 
fures.  The  truth  is,  I  was  fo  far  from  approv- 
ing the  civil  war,  that  I  always  thought  it 
unjuftifiablej  and  exerted  my  utmoft  endeavours 
to  extinguilh  thofe  fparks  by  which  it  was 
kindled.  In  conformity  to  thefe  fentiments,  I  did 
hot  make  ufe  of  my  friend's  viftory  to  the  grati- 
fication of  any  lucrative  or  ambitious  purpofes 
Vol.  III.  I  of 
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A.U.7C9.  of  my  own:  as  fome  others  moil'iliamefiilly  did, 
whofe  intereft  with  C^far  was  much  inferior  to 
mine.  Far,  in  truth,  from  beijig  a  gainer  by  his 
Ibccefs,  I  fuffered  greatly  in  my  fortunes  by 
that  very  law  which  faved  m.any  of  thofe  ;f'ho 
now  exult  in  his  death,  from  the  difgrace  of 
being  obliged  to  fly  their  country  \  Let  me 
add,  that  I  recommended  the  vanquifhed  party 
to  his  clemency,  with  the  lame  warmth  and 
zeal  as  if  my  own  prefcrvation  had  been  con-- 
cerned.  Thus  defirous  that  all  my  fellow-citi- 
zens might  enjoy  their  lives  in  full  fecurity,  can 
I  reprefs  the  indignation  of  my  heart  againft  the 
alTaffins  of  that  man,  from  whofe  generofity  this 
privilege  was  obtained:  efpecially  as  the  lame 
hands  were  lifted  up  to  his.  deftrudion,  v/hich 
had  firft  drawn  upon  him  all  the  odium  and  envy 
of  his  adminiftration  ?  Yet  I  am  threatened,  it 
feems,  with  their  vengeance,  for  daring  to  con- 
demn the  deed.  Unexampled  irrfolence !  that 
fome  fhould  glory  in  the  perpetration  of  thofe 
crimes,  which  others  fhould  not  be  permitted 
even  to  deplore !  The  meanefb  flave  has  ever 
been  allowed  to  indulge  without  controle,  the 
fears,    the    forrows,    or  the  joys    of  his  heart: 

*  The  law  alluded  to,  is  probably  that  which  Csefar 
cnafted  for  the  relief  of  thofe  who  had  contradled  debts  be- 
fore the  commencement  of  che  civil  war  ;  of  which  iee  rem. 


Xi.  p.  260.  vol.  U* 
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but  thefe  our  affertors  of  liberty y  as  they  call  A.u.  709. 
themfelves,  endeavour  to  extort  from  me  by 
their  menaces,  this  common  privilege  of  every 
creature.  Vain  and  impotent  endeavours !  no 
dangers  fhall  intimidate  me  from  ading  up  to 
the  generous  duties  of  friendfhip  and  humanity; 
perfuaded  as  I  have  ever  been,  that  death  in  an 
honeft  caufe  ought  never  to  be  fhunned,  and 
frequently  to  be  courted.  Yet  why  does  it  thus 
move  their  difpleafure,  if  I  only  wifh  that  they 
may  repent  of  what  they  have  perpetrated  ?  for 
wilh,  I  will  acknowledge  I  do,  that  both  they 
and  all  the  world  may  regret  the  death  of  Csefar. 
"  But  as  a  member,  fay  they,  of  the  common- 
wealth, you  ought  above  all  things  to  defirc 
its  prefervation."  Now  that  I  fincerely  do  ^o^ 
if  the  whole  tenor  of  my  paft  condudt,  and  all 
the  hopes  I  can  reafonably  be  fuppofed  to  enter- 
tain, will  not  fufEciently  evince;  I  fhall  not 
attempt  to  prove  it  by  my  profeflions.  I  conjure 
you  then  to  judge  of  me,  not  by  what  others  may 
fay,  but  by  the  plain  tendency  of  my  a6lions  :  and 
if  you  believe  I  have  any  intereft  in  the  tran- . 
quillity  of  the  republic,  be  afiured  that  I  will 
have  no  communication  with  thofe,  who  would 
impioufly  diflurb  its  peace.  Shall  I  renounce 
indeed  thofe  patriot  principles  I  fteadily  purfued 
in  my  youth,    when  warmth  and  inexperience 

I  2  might 
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A.U.  709.  might  have  pleaded  fome  excufe  for  errors? 
Shall  I  -in  the  fober  fealbn  of  declining  age, 
wantonly  unravel  at  once  the  whole  fair  con- 
texture of  my  better  days  ?  Mod  afTuredly  not : 
nor  fhall  I  ever  give  any  other  offence  than  in 
bewailing  the  fevere  catallrophe  of  a  moft  inti- 
mate and  illuftrious  friend !  Were  I  difpofed  to 
a6t  otherwife,  I  fhould  fcorn  to  deny  it:  nor 
ihould  it  be  ever  faid,  that  I  covered  my  crimes 
by  hypocrify,  and  feared  lO  avow  what  I  fcrupled 
not  to  commit. 

But  to  proceed  to  the  other  articles  of  the 
charge  againfl  me  :  it  is  farther  alledged  that  I 
prefided  at  thofe  games  vv'hich  the  young  06la- 
vlus  exhibited  in  honour  of  Cicfar's  victories. 
The  charge,  I  confefs,  is  true :  but  what  con- 
nexion has  an  aft  of  mere  private  duty,  with 
the  concerns  of  the  republic  ?  It  was  an  office 
not  only  due  from  me.  to  the  memory  of  my 
departed  friend,  but  which  I  could  not  rcfuie 
to  that  illuftrious  youth,  his  moil:  worthy  heir. 
I  am  reproached  alfo  with  having  been  frequent 
in  paying  my  vifits  of  compliment  to  Antony  : 
Yet  you  will  find  that  the  very  men  who  impute 
this  as  a  mark  of  dififfeftion  to  my  country, 
appeared  much  more  frequently  at  his  levee,, 
either  to  follicit  his  favours  or  to  receive  them. 
But  after  all,  can  there  be   any  tiling,  Jet  me 

ailc, 
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afl<:,  more  infufFerably  arrogant  than  this  accu- A  ^  709. 
fation  ?  Csefar  never  oppofed  my  aflbciating  with  ^"**v-— ' 
whomfoever  I  thought  proper,  even  tho'  it  were 
with  perfons  whom  he  himfelf  difapproved  :  and 
fhall  the  men  who  have  cruelly  robbed  me  of  > 
one  friend,  attempt  likewife  by  their  malicious 
infinuadons,  to  alienate  me  from  another  ?  But 
the  moderation  of  my  condu6l  will,  I  doubt 
not,  difcredit  all  reports  that  may  hereafter  be 
raifed  to  my  difadvantage  :  and  I  am  perfuaded 
that  even  thofe  who  hate  me  for  my  attachment 
to  Casfar,  would  rather  choofe  a  friend  of  my 
difpofition,  than  of  their  own.  In  fine,  if  my 
affairs  fhould  permit  me,  it  is  my  refolution  td 
fpend  the  remainder  of  my  days  at  Rhodes.  But 
if  any  accident  fhould  render  it  neceffary  for  me 
to  continue  at  Rome;  my  a6tions  fhall  evince, 
that  I  am  fincerely  defirous  of  my  country's  wel-' 
fare.  In  the  mean  time,  I  am  much  obliged  to 
Trebatius  for  fupplying  you  with  an  occafion 
of  fo  freely  laying  open  to  me  the  amicable 
fentiments  of  your  heart ;  as  it  affords  me  an 
additional  reafonfor  cultivating  afriendlhip  with 
one  whom  I  have  ever  been  difpofed  to  efteem. 
Fare  wel. 


I  3  LET- 
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LETTER    XIV. 

Marcus  Brutus  and  Caius  Cassius,  Prstors', 
to  Mark  Antony,  Conful. 

^^'Ilh  TE  we  were  not  perfuaded  of  your  honour  and 
JL  friendihip,  we  fhould  not  trouble  you  with 
the  prefent  application  :  which  in  confidence  of 
both,  we  doubt  not  of  your  receiving  in  the  moll 
favourable  manner. 

We  are  informed  that  great  numbers  of  the 
veteran  troops  are  already  arrived  in  Rome,  and 
that  many  more  are  expe6led  by  the  firft  of  June. 
Our  fentiments  would  be  extremely  changed 
indeed,  if  we  entertained  any  fears  or  fufpicions 
with  regard  to  yourfelf  However  as  we  re- 
figned  ourfelves  entirely  to  your  diredlion,  and 
in  compliance  with  your  "advice,  not  only  pub- 
lifhed  anedift,  but  wrote  circular  letters  in  order 
to  difmifs  our  friends  who  came  to  our  afTiftance 
from  the  municipal  towns;  we  mayjuftly  look 
upon  ourfelves  as  worthy  of  being  admitted  into 
a  Ihare  of  your  councils  :  efpecially  in  an  article 

'  They  had  been  appointed  prstors  for  the  prefent  year, 
by  Catfar.  The  reader  has  already  been  informed,  that 
Brutus  and  Caffius  finding  it  neceflary  foon  after  the  aflaf- 
fination  of  Caefar,  to  withdraw  from  Rome,  retired  to  a 
▼ilia  of  the  former  at  Lanuvium  :  from  whence  this  letter 
was  probably  written. 

wherein 
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wherein  we  are  particularly  concerned.  It  is  our  A.u.709. 
joint  requeft  therefore,  that  you  would  explicitly 
acquaint  us  with  your  intentions,  and  whether 
you  imagine  we  can  poflibly  be  fafe  amidil  fuch 
a  multitude  of  veteran  troops,  who  have  even 
fome  defign,  we  are  told,  of  reolacing  the  altar  * 
which  was  erefted  to  C^far :  a  defign  furely 
which  no  one  can  willi  may  meet  with  your 
approbation,  who  has  any  regard  to  our  credit 
or  fecurity  ■,  It  has  fufficiently  appeared,  that 
from  the  beginning  of  this  affair,  we  have  had  a 
view  to  the  public  tranquillity,  and  have  aimed 
at  nothing  more  than  the  recovery  of  our  com- 
mon liberties.  No  man  except  yourfelf  has  it 
in  his  power  to  deceive  us ;  becaufe  we  never 
have  truiled,  nor  ever  will  truft,  any  other :  and 
moil:  certainly  you  have  too  much  integrity  to 
betray  the  confidence  we  have  repofed  in  you. 
Our  friends,  however,  notwithftanding  that  they 
have  the  fame  reliance  upon  your  good-faith, 
are  greatly  alarmed  for  our  fafety  ;  as  they  think 
fo  large  a  body  of  veterans  may  much  more 
eafily  be  inftigated  to  violent  meafures  by  ill- 
defigning  men,  than  they  can  be  reftrained  by 

*  See  rem.  3   p.  92.  of  this  vol. 

5  Becaufe  the  fufFering  of  divine  honours  to  be  paid  to 
Csfar,  would  neceffarily  imprefs  the  highefl:  fentiments  of 
him  upon  the  minds  of  the  populace;  and  confequently 
tend  to  incenfe  them  againil  thofe  who  were  concerned  in 
taking  away  his  life. 

I  4  your 


120  The     letters       Book  XII. 

A.u, 709.  your  influence  and  authority.  We  intreat  you 
therefore,  to  return  us  a  full  and  fatisfaftory 
anfwer.  To  tell  us  that  you  ordered  thefe  troops 
to  march  to  Rome,  as  intending  to  move  the 
fenate  in  June  next,  concerning  their  *  affairs ;  is 
amufing  us  with  a  very  idle  and  trifling  reafon : 
for  as  you  are  affured  that  we  fhall  not  attempt 
Xo  obftrudl  this  ^  defign  ;  from  what  other  quar- 
ter can  you  pofllbly  fufpeft  that  it  will  be  op- 
pofed  ?  In  a  word,  it  carnot  be  thought  that  we 
are  too  anxious  for  our  own  prefervation,  when 
it  is  confidered,  that  no  accident  can  happen  to 
our  perfons  without  involving  the  whole  republic 
in  the  moft  dangerous  commotions.     Farewel. 

*  Anionyh  pretended  rez.{on  for  drawing  together  this  body 
of  veteran  troops,  was  in  order  to  procure  a  ratification 
from  the  fenate  of  thofe  grants  of  lands  which  had  been 
jnade  to  thepi  by  C^efar,  as  a  reward  of  their  fervices  :  but 
liis  true  reafon  was  to  flrengthen  his  hands  againft  thofe  who 
ihould  attempt  to  oppofe  his  meafures. 

■^  The  confpirators  had  given  public  affurances  to  the 
veteran  troops,  that  they  would  not  endeavour  to  annul 
the  grants  which  Casfar  had  made  in  their  favour,  Di<y» 
p.  257. 


LET- 


Book  XII.     of    C  I  C  E  R  O.  121 

LETTER    XV. 

To    Caius    Cassius. 

BELIEVE  me,  my  CafTius,  the  republic  is  ^^- 7^ 
the  perpetual  fubjeft  of  my  meditations  j 
or  to  exprefs   the  fl.ime  thing  in  other  words, 
you   and  Marcus  Brutus  are  never  out  of  my 
thoughts.     It  is  upon  you  two,  indeed,  together 
with  Decimus  Brutus,  that  all  our  hopes  depend. 
Mine  are  fomewhat  raifed  by  the  glorious  con- 
du6l  of  Dolabella,  in  fupprefTing  the  late  infur- 
reftion  ^ :  which  had  fpread  fo  wide  and  gathered 
every  day  fuch  additional  ftrength,  that  it  feemed 
to  threaten  deftrudtion  to  the  whole  city.     But 
this  mob  is  now  fo  totally  quelled,  that  I  think 
we  have  nothing  farther  to  fear  from  any  future 
attempt  of  the  fame  kind.     Many  other  fears, 
however,   and   very    confiderable  ones  too.  Hill 
remain  with  us :  and  it  entirely  refls  upon  you, 
in   conjunftion  with  your   illuftrious  aflbciates, 
to  remove  them.     Yet  where   to   advife  you  to 
begin   for   that  purpofe,   I   mufl    acknowledge 
myfelf  at  a  lofs.     To  fay  truth,   it  is  the  tyrant 
alone,    and  not   the  tyranny,    from    which  we 
feem  to  be  delivered  :  for  altho'  the  man  indeed 

f  Ste  rem.  3.  p,  52,  of  this  vol. 
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A.U.709.  is  deftroyed,  we  flill  fervilely  maintain  all  his 
defpotic  ordinances.  We  do  more  :  and  under  the 
pretence  of  carrying  his  defigns  into  execution^ 
we  approve  of  meafures  which  even  he  himfelf 
would  never  have  piirfued  '.  And  the  misfor- 
tune is,  that  I  know  not  where  this  extravagance 
will  end.  When  I  reflect  on  the  laws  that  are 
ena6ledj  on  the  immunities  that  are  granted,  on 
^he  immenfe  largefles  that  are  diftributed,  on  the 
exiles  that  are  recalled,  and  on  the  fictitious  de- 
crees that  are  publifhed  -,  the  only  effect  that  feems 
to  have  been  produced  by  Csfar's  death  is,  that 
it  has  extinguiflied  the  fenfe  of  our  fervitude, 
and  the  abhorrence  of  that  detcftable  ufurper : 
as  all  the  diforders  into  v/hich  he  threw  the  re- 
public, ftill  continue.  Thefe  are  the  evils  there- 
fore, which  it  is  incumbent  upon  you  and  your 
patriot   coadjutors    to   redrefs  ;  for  let  not  my 

«  A  few  days  after  Csfar's  death,  Antony  affembled  the 
fenate  in  the  temple  of  Tellus,  in  order  to  take  into  con- 
iideration  the  ftate  of  public  affairs."  The  refult  of  their 
deliberations  was,  to  decree  a  general  aft  of  oblivion  of 
what  was  pad,  and  to  confirm  the  feveral  nominations  to 
magiftracies,  and  other  grants,  which  had  been  made  by 
■Ccefar.  This  was  a  very  prudent  and  necefl'ary  meafure, 
in  order  to  preferve  the  public  tranquillity  :  and  it  was 
principally  procured  by  the  authority  and  eloquence  of 
Cicero.  But  Antony  foon  perverted  it  to  his  own  ambi- 
tious purpofes :  for  being  appointed  to  infpedl  the  papers 
of  CxTar,  he  forged  fome,  and  modelled  others  as  beil 
fuited  his  own  defigns  ;  difpofing  of  every  thing  as  he 
thought  proper,  under  the  authority  of  this  decree.  Dio. 
p.  25Q.  Z56.  ■        ^ 

8  ,  friends 
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friends  imagine,  that  they  have  yet  compleated  a.u.  709. 
their  work.  The  obligations,  it  is  true,  which 
the  republic  has  already  received  from  you,  are 
far  greater  than  I  could  have  ventured  to  hope : 
ftill  however  her  demands  are  not  entirely  fatif- 
fied  i  and  fhe  promifes  herfelf  yet  higher  fervices 
from  fuch  brave  and  generous  benefadtors.  You 
have  revenged  her  injuries,  by  the  death  of  her 
oppreffor  :  but  you  have  done  nothing  more. 
For  tell  me,  what  has  Ihe  yet  recovered  of  her 
former  dignity  and  luflre  ?  Does  fhe  not  obey 
the  will  of  that  tyrant  now  he  is  dead,  whom  Ihe 
could  not  endure  when  living  ?  And  do  we  not, 
inftead  of  repealing  his  public  laws,  authenticate 
even  his  private  memorandums  ?  You  will  tell 
jne,  perhaps,  (and  you  may  tell  me  with  truth) 
that  I  concurred  in  pafTing  a  decree  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  It  was  in  compliance,  however,  with  pub- 
lic circumftances  :  a  regard  to  which  is  of  much 
confequence  in  political  deliberations  of  every 
kind.  But  there  are  fome  however,  who  have 
mofl  immoderately  and  ungratefully  abufed  the 
conceffions  we  found  it  thus  neceifary  to  make. 

I  hope  very  fpeedily  to  dilcufs  this  and  many 
other  points  with  you  in  perfon.  In  the  mean 
time  be  perfuaded,  that  the  affeflion  I  have 
ever  borne  to  my  country,  as  well  as  my  parti- 
cular friendfhip  to  yourfelf;,  renders  the  advance- 
ment 
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A.u.  709.  ment  of  your  credit  and  efleem  with  the  public^ 
extremely  my  concern.     Farewel. 


LETTER     XVL 

To    O  p  p  I  u  s  '. 

THE  fentiments  and  advice  which  your  let- 
ter has  fo  freely  given  me  in  relation  to 
my  leaving  Italy  %  tog'^ther  with  what  you  faid 
to  Atticus  in  a  late  converfation  upon  this  fub- 
jedj  have  greatly  contributedj  he  can  bear  nie 
witnefsj  to  difpel  thofe  doubts  that  occurred  on 
which-ever  ftde  I  viewed  this  queftion.  I  have 
ever  thought  indeed,  that  no  man  was  more  ca- 
pable of  forming  a  right  judgment,  nor  more 
faithful  in  communicating  it,  than  yourfelf:  as 
I  am  fure  I  very  particularly  experienced,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  late  civil  wars.  For  when  1 
confuked  you  in  regard  to  my  following  Pompey, 
or  remaining  in  Italy ;  your  advice,  I  remem- 
ber, was,  that  "  I  fliould  adt  as  my  honour 
"  direfted."  This  fufficiently  difcovered  your 
opinion  :  and  I  could  not  but  look  with  admira- 

^  The  MSS.  vary  in  the  name  of  the  perfon  to  whom 
this  letter  is  addrcfled,  fonie  writing  it  Jppius,  and  others 
Opptus.  If  the  Inttcr  be  the  true  reading,  perhaps  he  is  the 
fame  of  whom  fomc  account  has  been  given  in  rem.  9. 
p.  134.  vol.  ii. 

>  Sec  rem.  2,  p.  86.  of  this  vol. 

tion 


Book  XII.      of     C  I  C  E  R  O.  125 

• 
tion  on  fo  remarkable  an  inflance  of  your  fmce-  A.u.  709. 

rity.     For  notwithftanding  your  ftrong  attach- 
ment to  Casfar,  who,  you  had  reafon  to  think, 
would  have  been  better  pleafed  if  I  had  purfued 
a  different  conduct  j  yet  you  rather  chofe  I  fhould 
aft  agreeably  to  my  honour,  than  in  conformity 
to  his  inclination.     My  friendihip  for  you,  how- 
ever, did  not  take  its  rife  from  this  period  :  for  I 
was  fenfible  that  I  enjoyed  alhare  in  yourelleem 
long  before  the  time  of  v/hich  I  am  fpeaking.  I 
fhall  ever  remember  indeed,  the  generous  fer- 
vices   you  conferred   both  upon  myfelf  and  my 
family,    during    the  great  misfortunes  which  I 
fuffered    in  my  exile  :   and    the  llrift    intimacy 
in  which  we  converfcd  with  each  other  after  my 
return,  as  well  as  the  fentiments  which  upon  all 
occafions  I  profeffed  to  entertain  of  you,  are  cir- 
cumilances  which  none  Vv'ho  were  inclined  to  ob- 
ferve  them,  could  polTibly  overlook.     But  you 
gave  me  a  moft  diftinguilhing  proof  of  the  good 
opinion  you  had  conceived  of  my  conftancy  and 
fidelity,  by    the   unreferved  refignation  of  your 
heart  to  me,  after  the  death  of  Casfar.     I  fiioukl 
think  myfelf  therefore   a  dif<?race  to  human  na  ■ 
ture,  if  I  did  not  jufLify  thefe  your  favourable 
fentiments,  by  every  kind  of  good  office  in  my 
power,  as  well  as  by  the  return  of  my  warmeil 
affeftion.     Continue  yours  to  me,  my  dear  OpT 

pjU5j 
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A.U.  709.  plus,  I  intreat  you:  a  requeft  however,  which 
I  prefer  more  in  compliance  with  the  cuftomary 
form,  than  as  thinking  it  in  the  leaft  neceffary. 
I  recommend  all  my  affairs  in  general  to  your 
protedlion,  and  leave  it  to  Atticus  to  inform 
you  in  what  particular  points  I  defire  your  fer- 
vices.  When  I  fhall  be  more  at  leifure,  you 
may  expefl  a  longer  letter.  In  the  mean  time 
take  care  of  your  health,  as  the  moft  agreeable 
inftance  you  can  give  me  of  your  friendfliip, 
Farewel. 


LETTER    XVII. 
To  Trebatius. 

IAm  the  more  enamoured  with  this  city  *, 
becaufe  I  find  you  are  much  the  favourite  of 
every  body  in  it.  But  I  know  not>  in  truth, 
where  you  are  otherwife :  and  I  jfhould  rather 
have  told  you,  that  even  the  abfence  of  your 
freed-man  Rufio  is  no  lefs  regretted  ampng  them, 

*  Cicero,  after  much  debate  with  himfelf  concerning  the 
voyage  which  he  mentions  in  the  preceding  letter  ;  at 
length  fixed  his  refolution  and  embarked.  He  failed  along 
the  wellern  coaft  of  Italy  towards  Rhegium  :  but  came 
alhore  every  night  in  order  to  lodge  at  the  villa  of  fome 
friend.  He  was  in  this  manner  purfuing  his  voyage  into 
Greece,  when  he  wrote  the  prefent  letter,  from  V'elia  :  a 
fea-port  town  on  the  coaft  of  Lucania. 

than 
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than  if  he  were  aperfon  of  as  much  confequence  A.u.709. 
as  you  and  I.     However  I  by  no  means  difap- 
prove  of  your  having  called  him  from  hence, 
in  order  to  fuperintend  the  buildings  you  are 
carrying  on   in   the  Lupercal  \     For  notwith- 
llanding  your  houfe  atVelia  is  altogether  as  agree- 
able as  that  which  you  have  in  Rome ;  yet  I 
Ihould  prefer  the  latter  to  all  the  polTefllons  you 
enjoy  here.     Neverthelefs,    if  you  Ihould   take 
the  opinion  of  a  man  whofe  advice  you  feldom 
reje£t,  you  will  not  part  v/ith  your  patrimony 
on  the  banks  of  the  noble  Heles,  nor  forfake  a 
villa  which  had  once  the  honour  of  belonging 
$0  Papirius  :   an  intention  v/hich  the  citizens  of 
Velia  are  in  fome  fear  left  you  fliould  entertain. 
But  altho'  it  be  incommoded  indeed  by  the  great 
concourfe  of  ftrangers  who  vifit  the  adjoining 
grove  i  yet  that  obje6lion  m.ay  eafily  be  rem.oved 
you  know,  by  cutting  down  ^  this  impertinent 

'  A  range  of  buildings  in  Rome,  fo  called  from  an  antient 
temple  of  the  fame  name  which  had  been  formerly  eredled 
upon  that  fpot  to  the  god  Pan.     Dion.  Halicarn.  1.  24. 

^  Groves  were  generally  confecrated  to  fome  divinity:  as 
this  feems  to  have  been,  by  the  number  of  ftrangers  who 
probably  frequented  it  on  a  religious  account.  Inftead  oi 
lucum  therefore,  which  is  the  reading  adopted  by  Manutius, 
and  followed  in  the  tranflation,  fome  of  the  commentators 
have  thought  it  ihould  be  Ictum;  becaufe,  if  it  were  a  con- 
fecrated grovp,  it  could  not  be  cut  dow  a  without  commit- 
ting an  ad  of  impiety.  But  this  objecli  ,n  is  founded  upori 
the  millake  that  Cicero  fpoke  in  a  ferious  fenfe,  what  he 
feems  plainly  to  have  intended  in  a  ludicrous  one. 

plantation  : 
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A.U.  709.  plantation  :  which  will  prove  a  very  confiderable 
advantage  likewile  both  to  your  pocket  and  your 
profpecft.  To  (peak  ferioufly ;  it  is  a  great  con- 
venience, efpecially  in  fuch  diftrafted  times  as 
the  prefent,  to  be  pofTefTed  of  an  eftate  which 
affords  you  a  refuge  from  Rome,  in  a  pleafant 
and  healthy  fituation,  and  in  a  place  where  you 
are  fo  univerfally  beloved.  To  thefe  confidera- 
tions  I  will  add,  my  dear  Trebatius,  that,  per- 
haps. It  may  be  for  my  advantage  alfo  that  you 
fliould  not  part  with  this  villa.  But  whatever 
you  may  determine,  take  care  both  of  yourfelf 
and  my  affairs  :  and  expeft  to  fee  me,  if  the 
gods  permit,  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

I  have  purloined  from  Sextius  Fadius,  one  of 
Nico's  difciples,  a  treatife  which  the  latter  has 
written  concerning  the  pleafures  of  the  palate. 
Agreeable  phyfician !  how  eafily  will  he  make 
me  a  convert  to  his  do(!?lrine  !  Our  friend  Baflus 
was  fo  jealous  of  this  treafure,  that  he  endea- 
voured to  conceal  it  from  me  :  but  I  imagiiie, 
by  the  freedom  of  your  table-indulgencies,  that 
he  has  been  lefs  referved  in  communicating  the 

fccrets  of  it  to  you. The  wind  has  juft  now 

turned  to  a  favourable  point,  fo  that  I  mufl  bid 
■\ou  farewel. 

Vetia,  July  the  20th. 

LET- 


'>/ 
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LETTER    XVIII. 

To  the  Same. 


YO  U  fee  tlie  influence  you  have  over  me  :  A.u.  709. 
tho'  indeed  it  is  not  greater  than  what  you 
are  juftly  entitled  to,  from  that  equal  return  of 
friendfhip  you  make  to  mine.  I  could  not  there- 
fore be  eafy  in  the  refleftion,  I  will  not  fay  of 
having  abfolutely  refufed,  but  of  not  having  com- 
plied however  with  the  requeft  you  made  me, 
when  we  were  lately  together.  Accordingly,  as 
foon  as  I  fet  fail  from  V'^elia,  I  employed  myfelf 
in  drawing  up  the  treatife  you  defired,  upon 
the  plan  of  Ariltotle's  topics  '  :  as  indeed  I 
could  not  look  upon  a  city  in  which  you  are 
fo  generally  beloved,  without  being  reminded 
of  my  friend.  I  now  fend  you  the  produce  of 
my  meditations  :  which  I  have  endeavoured  to 
exprefs  with  all  the  perfpicuity  that  a  fubjefl  of 
this  nature  will  admit.  Neverthekfs,  if  fome 
paflages  fliould  appear  dark ;  you  muft  do  me 

■"  The  treatife  here  mentioned,  is  ftlll  extant  among 
Cicero's  works  :  and  appears  to  be  a  fort  of  epitome  of  what 
Arillotle  had  long  before  publiflied  upon  the  fame  fubjecl. 
The  principal  defign  of  it  is,  to  point  out  the  feveral  fources 
from  whence  arguments  upon  every  quelHon  may  be  derived. 

Vol,  III.  K  the 
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the  juftice  to  remember,  that  no  fcience  can  be 
rendered  perfectly  intelligible,  without  the  aflift- 
ance  of  a  mafter  to  explain  and  apply  its  rules. 
To  fend  you  no  farther  for  an  inftance,  than  to 
'  your  own  profefllon :  could  a  knowledge  of  the 
law  be  acquired  merely  from  books  ?  Un- 
doubtedly it  could  not :  for  altho'  the  treatifes 
which  have  been  written  upon  that  fubjcft,  are 
extremely  numerous  ;  yet  they  are  by  no  means 
cf  themfelves  fufficient  in(lru6lors,  without  the 
help  of  fome  learned  guide  to  enlighten  their 
obfcurities.  Plowever,  with  refpeft  to  the  ob- 
fervations  in  the  prefent  performance  ;  if  you 
give  them  a  frequent  and  attentive  perufal,  you 
will  certainly  be  able  to  enter  into  their  mean- 
ing :  but  the  ready  application  of  them,  can 
only  be  attained  by  repeated  exercife.  And  in 
this  exercife  I  fhall  not  fail  to  engage  you,  if  I 
Ihould  return  fafe  into  Italy,  and  find  the  repub- 
lic in  a  ffcate  of  repofe.  Farewel. 
Rhegium  ''j  July  the  28th. 

*  A  fea-port  upon  the  weftern  point  of  Calabria,  oppofite 
t«  Sicily  :  it  is  now  called  Regio. 


LET 
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LETTER    XI 


V 


Brutus  and  Cassius,  Praetors  '^j  to  AntonYj 

Conful. 


TH  E  letter  we  have  received  from  you,  a.lt.  700- 
is  altogether  agreeable  to  your  late  con- 
tumelious and  menacing  edid:,  and  by  no  means 
becoming  you  to  have  written  to  us.  We  have 
in  no  fort,  Antony,  given  you  any  juft  provo- 
cation :  nor  could  we  have  imagined,  that  you 
would  look  upon  it  as  any  thing  extraordinary, 
if  invefted  as  we  are  with  the  high  authority  of 
prsetors,  we  thought  proper  In  a  public  manifefto 
to  fignify  our  requefls  to  the  conful.  But  if  it 
raifes  your  indignation  that  we  prefamed  to  take 
this  liberty  as  prastors,  allow  us  to  lament,  that 
you  fhould  not  indulge  us  in  it  at  leafl  as 
friends. 

We  receive  it  as  an  inftance  of  your  juflice, 
that  you  deny   ever  having  complained  of  our 

'  The  prstors  could  not  legally  abfent  themfelves  from 
Rome  for  above  ten  days,  unlefs  they  obtained  a  fpecial  dif- 
penfation  from  the  fenate  for  that  purpofe.  Brutus  and 
Caflius  therefore  not  thinking  it  fafe  to  trult  themfelves  in  the 
city,  publilhed  a  fort  of  manifello  direfted  to  Antony  as 
conful,  requeuing  him  to  move  the  fenate  for  this  licenfe  in 
their  favour.  Antony,  inftead  of  complying  with  their  re- 
quefl,  feems  to  have  anfvvered  it  by  publifhing  a  manifefto 
on  his  part,  which  was  followed  likevvile  by  a  private  letter 
that  produced  tJi«  prefent  epiftle. 


K  2  levyin 
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A.u.  709.  levying  troops  and  contributions,  and  making 
applications  to  the  armies  both  at  home  and 
abroad  to  rile  in  our  defence  :  a  charge,  which 
we  likewife  difavow  in  every  particular.  We 
cannot  but  wonder,  however,  fmce  you  were 
filent  upon  this  head,  that  you  fliould  be  fo  little 
able  to  command  yourfelf  upon  another,  as  to 
reproach  us  with  the  death  of  C^far. 

We  leave  it   to  your  own  reflexions  to  de- 
termine what  fentiment^  it  ought  to  create  in  as?, 
that  the  prirtors  of  Rome,  in  order  to  preferve 
the   tranquillity   and  liberties  of  the  common- 
■WTalth,   cannot   publifh    a   raanifefto   declaring 
their  defire  of  retiring  from  the  execution  of  their 
office,  without  being  infulted  by  theconful.  'Tis- 
in  vain,  however,  that  you  would  intimidate  us 
by  your  arms :  for  it  would  ill  become  the  Ipi- 
rit  we  have  fliewn,  to  be  difcouraged  by  dangers 
of  any  kind.     As  little  fliould  Antony  attempt 
to  ufurp  an  authority  over  thofe,  to  whom  he  is 
himfelf  indebted  for  the  liberty  he  enjoys.     To 
the  free  and  independent,  the  menaces  of  any 
man  are  perfectly  impotent.     Had  we  a  defigii 
therefore   of  having  recourfe    to  arms  -,    your 
letter  would  be  altogether  inefFe(5lual  to  deter  us 
from  our  purpofe.     But  you  are  well  convinced, 
that  no  confideration  can  prevail  with  us  to  re- 
kindle the  flames  of  a  civil  war  -.  and  perhaps 

yoii 
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you  artfully  threw  out  thefe  menaces,  in  order  A.u.709. 
to  perfuade  the  world  that  our  pacific  meafures 
are  the  efFed,   not  of  choice,  but  timidity. 

To  fpeak  plainly  our  fentiments  j  we  willi  to 
fee  you  raifed  to  the  higheft  honours  :  but  to  ho- 
nours that  are  conferred  by  a  free  republic.  It  is 
our  defire  likev/ife  not  to  engage  with  you  in  any 
contefts  :  but  we  mull  add,  that  the  polTefTion  of 
our  liberties  is  of  far  higher  value  in  our  efleeni 
than  the  enjoyment  of  your  friendfhip.  Well 
confider  what  you  undertake,  and  how  far  you 
may  be  able  to  carry  it  into  execution ;  refleft- 
ing,  not  how  many  years  Cf£far  was  permitted 
to  live,  but  how  fliort  a  period  he  was  fuffered 
to  reign  '.  In  the  mean  while,  we  implore  the 
gods  to  infpire  you  with  fuch  counfels  as  may 
tend  to  the  advantage  both  of  yourfelf,  and  of 
the  commonwealth.  But  fliould  they  prove 
otherwife,  we  wifh  that  the  confequence  may  be 
as  little  detrimental  to  your  own  intereil,  as  fhall 
be  confident  v/ith  the  dignity  and  fafety  of  the 
republic. 

AugUil  the  4th. 

*  Csfar  did  not  continue  longer  than  five  months  in  the 
peaceable  enjoyment  of  his  ulurpation  :  for  he  returned  to 
Rome  from  the  conquefl  of  Pompey's  fons  in  Spain,  in  the 
month  of  October  708,  and  was  affaffinated  in  the  March 
following.     Fcl.  Paferc.  ii.  56. 

K3  LET- 
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LETTER      XX. 

To  Plancus*. 

A.u.  709-  T  Had  left  Rome,  and  was  aftually  on  my  voy- 
JL  age  to  Greece,  when  I  was  recalled  by  the 
general  voice  of  the  republic  ' :  but  the  conducft 
of  Marc  Antony  ever  fince  my  return,  has  not 

*  Seme  general  account  of  Plancus  has  already  been  given 
in  rem.  6.  p.  221.  vol.  ii.  In  the  beginning  of  the  prefent 
year  he  was  appointed  by  Caefar,  governor  of  the  farther 
Gaul:  where  he  new  was,  at  the  head  of  three  legions. 
He  is  laid,  iiuring  his  refidence  in  that  province,  to  have 
founded  the  city  of  Lions.  Upon  the  death  of  Caefar,  to 
whom  he  had  been  warmly  attached,  Cicero  employed  all  his 
art  to  engage  him  on  the  fide  of  the  fenate  ;  and  Plancus 
after  much  hefitaiion  at  length  declared  himfelf  accordingly. 
But  this  declaration  feems  to  have  been  entirely  the  eifeftof 
a  belief,  that  the  rupture  between  Antony  and  the  fenate  was 
upon  the  point  of  being  accommodated  :  it  is  certain  at  leaft, 
that  it  was  not  fincere.  For  Plancus  foon  afterwards  betrayed 
the  caufe  he  had  thus  profeiTed  to  fupport,  and  went  over  with 
his  troops  to  Antony.  Pigi.  Jnnal.  ii.  465.  Senec.  Ep.  91. 
Vel.  Paterc.  ii.  63.      See  note  1 1.  p.  384.  of  this  vol. 

^  The  principal  motive  of  Cicero's  intended  voyage  into 
Greece,  was  in  order  to  avoid  the  danger  of  taking  part  in 
a  civil  war,  which  he  apprehended  would  foon  break  out 
between  Antony  and  young  Pompey  ;  the  latter  being  eic- 
pefled  from  Spain,  at  the  head  of  a  confiderable  army.  But 
as  his  leaving  Italy  at  fo  critical  and  important  a  conjunfture, 
might  juftly  expofe  him  to  the  cenfure  of  unworthily  defert- 
ing  the  republic;  he  was  longand  greatly  embarrafled  between 
the  defire  of  preferving  his  charader  on  the  one  fide,  and  of 
fecuring  his  perfon  on  the  other  :  the  two  points  which  feem 
throughout  his  whole  life  to  have  held  him  in  perpetual  fuf- 
pence.  However,  he  at  length  embarked  :  but  he  no  fooner 
iiiltd  thiin  he  repented,  as  ufual,  of  the  Hep  he  had  taken. 

permittee} 


Book  XIT.      of     C  I  C  E  R  O.  135 

permitted  me  to  enjoy  a  moment  of  repofe.  The  A.u.709, 
ferocity  (for  to  call  it  pride  would  be  imputing 
a  vice  to  him  which  is  nothing  uncommon)  the 
ferocity  of  his  temper  is  fo  exceffivT,  that  he  can- 
not bear  a  word,  or  even  a  look,  which  is  aniir^t- 
ed  with  the  leaft  fpirit  of  liberty.  It  is  this  that 
fills  my  heart  with  a  thoufand  difquietudes  :  but 
difquietudes,  in  which  my  own  prefervation  is  by 
no  means  concerned.  No,  my  friend,  I  have  nothing 
farther  to  wifh  with  refpe6l  to  myfelf ;  whether  I 
confider  the  years  to  which  I  am  arrived"*,  the  ac- 
tions that  I  hav-e  perfonricd,  or  th^  glory  (if  that 
may  be  mentioned  as  of  any  value  in  the  account) 
with  which  they  have  been  crowned.  All  my 
anxiety  is  for  our  country  alone  ;  and  the  more 
fo,  my  dear  Plancus,  as  the  time  appointed  for 


N^verthekfs  he  purfued  his  voyage,  and  arrived  in  Sicily  ; 
from  whence  he  piopofed  to  ftretch  over  into  Greece  :  but  in 
attempting  this  paiTage,  he  was  blown  back  by  contrary 
winds  on  the  coalt  of  Italy.  Upon  his  going  alhore  in  order 
to  refrefh  himfelf,  he  was  informed  by  fonie  of  the  principal 
inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  country  who  werejuft  arrived 
from  Rome,  that  there  were  great  hopes  Antony  v/ould  accom- 
modate affairs  to  the  general  fatisfaftion  of  all  parties.  This 
news  was  followed  by  a  letter  from  At-ticus  prelTing  him  to 
renounce  his  intended  voyage,  as  alfo  by  an  interview  with 
Brutus,  who  likewife  exprefled  his  difapprobation  of  that 
fcheme.  Upon  thefe  confiderations  therefore  he  gave  up  all 
farther  thoughts  of  Greece,  and  immediately  returned  to 
Rome.  Vid.  Ad  At.  xiv.  13,  22.  xv.  19,  20,  21,  35. 
xvi.  6.  7. 

*  Cicero  was  at  this  time  in  his  63d  year. 

K  4  your 
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A.u.  709.  your  fuccefllon  to  the  confular  office  %  is  fo  re- 
mote, that  it  is  rather  to  be  wiilied,  than  ex- 
pefted,  that  we  Ihould  be  able  to  preferve  our  li- 
berties ib  long  alive.  What  rational  hopes  indeed 
can  poffibly  be  entertained,  where  a  commonwealth 
is  totally  oppreffed  by  the  arms  of  the  mofb  violent 
and  outrageous  of  men;  where  neither  the  fenate, 
nor  the  people  have  any  authority;  where  neither 
laws  nor  juftice  prevail :  and  in  one  word,  where 
there  is  not  the  leaft  trace  or  fhadow  of  civil 
government  remaining  ?  But  as  you  receive,  I 
imagine,  the  public  accounts  of  what  is  tranf- 
acted  aniongfl:  us ;  I  need  not  defcend  into  a  detail 
of  particulars.  Let  me  rather,  in  confequence  of 
that  afFeclion  I  bear  you,  and  which  has  been  ftill 
increafing  from  our  earlieft  youth;  let  me  rather 
remind  and  exhort  you,  to  turn  all  your  thoughts 
and  cares  towards  the  republic.  If  it  fhould  not 
be  utterly  deftroyed  ere  you  enter  upon  the  con- 
fular office,  it  may  without  difficulty  be  fleered 
right :  Tho'  I  will  add,  that  much  vigilance  as 
well  as  great  good  fortune  muft  concur,  in  order 
to  preferve  it  to  that  defirable  period.  But  I 
hope  we  may  fee  you  here,  fomewhat  before  that 

'  P'ancus  was  in  the  number  of  thofe  whom  Cxfar  had 
named  to  the  confulate,  in  that  general  defignation  of  ma- 
girtratcs  which  he  made  a  fliort  time  before  his  death.  Put 
as  Plancus  Hood  laftin  the  lift,  his  turn  was  not  to  commence 
till  the  year  711. 

10  timq 
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time  fliall  arrive.  Meanwhile,  befides  the  In- A.u.709. 
ducements  that  arile  to  me  from  my  regard  to  the 
well-being  of  the  republic,  you  may  be  affured 
that  from  my  particular  attachment  likewife  to 
yourfelf,  I  Ihall  exert  my  utmoft  efforts  for  the 
advancement  of  your  credit  and  honours.  By 
thefe  means  I  ll:iall  have  the  fatisfadion  to  dif- 
charge  at  once  the  duties  I  owe,  both  to  my 
country  and  to  my  friend  :  to  that  country  which 
is  the  obje6t  of  my  warmeft  affedlions,  and  to 
that  friend  whofe  amity  I  would  mofl  religioufly 
cultivate. 

I  am  extremely  rejoiced,  though  by  no  means 
furprifed,  to  find  that  you  treat  Furnius  ^  agree- 
ably to  his  rank  and  merit.  Be  affured  that 
whatever  favours  you  fhall  think  proper  to  confer 
upon  him,  I  fhall  confider  them  as  fo  many  im- 
mediate inflances  of  your  regard  to  myfelf. 
Farewel. 

•  He  was  lieutenant  to  Plancus  In  Gaul. 


LET- 
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LETTER    XXI. 

Decimus  ErutuSj  Conful  "'  elefl,  to  Cicero. 

A.U.709.  TF  I  entertained  the  leaft  doubt  of  your  incli- 
JL  nations  to  ferve  me,  I  fhould  be  extremely 
copious  in  my  follicitations  for  that  purpofe  :  but 
I  have  ftrongly  perfuaded  myfelf,  that  my  interefl: 
is  already  a  part  of  yorr  care. 

I  led  my  army  againft  the  moft  interior  inha- 
bitants of  the  Alps,  not  fo  much  from  an  am- 
bition of  being  faluted  with  the  title  of  mpe- 
rator'^,  as  in  order  to  comply  with  the  martial 
fpirit  of  my  troops.,  and  to  ftrengthen  their  at- 
tachment to  our  caufe.  In  both  thefe  viev/s,  I 
have,  I  think,  fucceeded  :  as  the  foldiers  have  had 
an  opportunity  by  this  meafure  of  experiencing  the 

'  Decimus  Brutus  was  nominated  by  Csefar  to  be  collegue 
with  Piancus  :  of  whofe  appointment  to  the  confular  office, 
mention  has  been  made  in  rem.  5.  on  the  preceding  epiftle. 
Soon  after  the  reft  of  the  confpirators  found  it  necefTary  to 
leave  Rome,  Decimus  withdrew  into  Cifalpine  Gaul.,  in  order 
to  take  pofleflion  of  that  province  which  had  been  allotted 
to  him  by  Cxfar,  and  to  put  himfclf  in  a  pollure  of  defence 
againft  the  attempts  which  Antony  was  meditating.  Shortly 
after  his  arrival  in  that  province,  he  employed  his  troops  in 
an  expedition  againft  certain  inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring 
mountains :  and  having  happily  executed  this  fcheme,  he 
wrote  the  following  letter  to  requeft  Cicero's  fuftrage  in  pro- 
curing him  thofc  diftinftions  which  the  fcnate  ufually  de- 
creed to  their  fuccefsful  generals. 

*  See  vol.  i.  p.  1.  rem.  \. 

courage 
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couragje  and  the  generofity  of  their  general.  I  A.u.  709. 
ywas  engaged  with  the  moft  warlike  of  thefe  peo- 
ple :  and  have  taken  and  deflroyed  great  num- 
bers of  their  forts.  In  fhort;,  I  thought  the 
aflion  fufficiently  confiderable,  to  fend  an  ac- 
count of  it  to  the  fenate.  I  hope  therefore  you 
will  fupport  my  pretenfions  with  your  fufFrage : 
as  it  will  at  the  fame  time  be  greatly  contribut- 
ing to  the  credit  of  the  common  caufe.  Fare- 
wel. 

LETTER    XXII. 
To  Decimus  BrutuSj  Conful  ele6l. 

IT  is  of  much  confequence  to  the  fuccefs  of 
this  epiftle,  whether  it  reaches  you  in  an 
anxious,  or  an  eafy  hour.  Accordingly,  I  have 
directed  the  bearer  to  watch  the  favourable  mo- 
ment of  delivering  it  into  your  hands:  as  there  is 
a  time,  my  friend,  when  a  letter,  no  lefs  than 
a  vifit,  may  prove  extremely  unfeafonable.  But 
if  he  fliould  obferve  the  caution  I  have  injoined 
him  j  and  this  fhould  find  you,  as  I  hope  it  will, 
in  a  ftate  of  mind  perfeflly  ferene  and  undifturb- 
ed ;  I  doubt  not  of  your  ready  compliance  with 
the  requeft  I  am  going  to  make. 

Lucius 
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A.TJ.  7C9.  Lucius  Lamia  offers  himfelf  as  a  candidate,  at 
the  enfuing  eleftion  of  prfctors.  There  is  no  man 
with  whom  I  live  in  an  equal  degree  of  fami- 
liarity :  as  we  are  intimately  indeed  united  by  a 
long  acquaintance.  But  what  greatly  likewife 
recommends  him  td  me  is,  that  nothing:  affords 
me  more  entertainment  than  his  company.  To 
this  I  muft  add,  the  infinite  obligations  I  receiv- 
ed from  him  in  my  affair  with  Clodius.  He 
was  at  that  tim.e  at  the  head  of  the  equeftrian  or- 
der j  and  he  entered  with  fo  much  fpiritinto  my 
caufe,  that  the  conful  Gabinius  commanded  him 
to  withdraw  from  Rome;  an  indignity  never 
offered  before  to  any  citizen  of  the  republic.  As 
the  world  has  not  forgoten  what  he  thus  fuffered 
upon  my  account ;  I  am  lure  it  would  be  the 
higheft  reproach  upon  my  chara6ler  if  I  did  not 
remember  it  myfelf :  and  therefore,  my  dear 
friend,  be  well  affured  that  the  good  or  ill  fuc- 
cefs  of  Lamia  in  his  prefent  purfuit,  will  no 
iefs  fenfibly  affed  me,  than  if  I  were  per- 
fonally  concerned.  Notwithftanding  therefore 
the  illuftrious  charader  which  Lamia  bears,  to- 
gether with  the  great  popularity  he  has  acquired 
by  the  magnificence  of  the  games  he  exhibited 
when  he  was  JEdilcy  yet  I  am  labouring  with  as 
much  affiduity.  to  promote  his  interefl,  as  if  he 
had  none  of  thefc  advantaQ:es  to  recommend  him. 

If 
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If  then  I  poffefs  that  fhare  in  your  afFe6tion,  v/hich  A.u.7oy. 
I  am  well  perfuaded  I  enjoy ;  let  nne  intreat  you 
to  write  to  Lupus  to  fecure  the  votes  of  thofe 
equeftrian  centuries,  over  which  you  bear  an  un- 
linnited  fway.  But  not  to  detain  you  with  a  mul- 
tiplicity of  words,  I  will  conclude  all  with  moft 
fincerely  affuring  you,  that  altho'  there  is  no- 
thing, my  dear  Brutus,  which  I  have  not  reafon 
to  expeft  from  your  friendfliip ;  yet  you  can  in 
no  inftance  more  effeftually  oblige  me,  than  by 
complying  with  my  prefent  requeft.     Farewel. 

LETTER    XXIII. 
To  the  Same  ^ 

THERE  is  none  of  my  friends  with  \vhoin 
I  live  in  fo  flrift  an  intimacy,  as  with  La- 
mia. To  fay  that  I  am  much  indebted  to  his 
good  offices,  would  not  be  fpeaking  of  them  in 
the  terms  they  deferve :  for  the  truth  is,  (and  it 
is  a  truth  of  which  the  whole  republic  is  fenfible) 
he  has  conferred  upon  me  the  higheft  and  moft 
generous  obligations.  Lamia,  after  having  paf- 
fed  thro'  the  office  of  iEdile  with  the  greateft  fplen^- 
dor  and  magnificence,  now  offers  himfelf  as  a  can- 

9  This  letter  feems  to  have  been  a  kind  of  duplicate  of  the 
former ;  as  it  is  written  to  the  fame  perfon,  and  upon  the 
fame  occafion. 

did  ate 
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A.U.709.  didate  for  the  prstorfhip  :  and  it  is  univerfally 
acknowledged,  that  he  wants  neither  intereft  nor 
dignity  to  liipport  his  pretenfions.  However,  the 
oppofition  he  is  likely  to  meet  with  from  his 
competitors  is  fo  ftrong,  that  I  have  many  fears 
for  the  event :  and  therefore  think  myfelf  oblig- 
ed to  be  his  general  follicitor  upon  this  occafion. 
I  well  know  how  much  it  is  in  your  power  to 
{erve  me  in  this  affair :  and  I  have  no  doubt  of 
your  inclination.  Be  a^ured  then,  my  dear  Bru- 
tus, that  you  cannot  more  fenfibly  oblige  me, 
than  by  affifting  Lamia  in  his  prefent  purfuit : 
and  it  is  with  all  the  warmth  of  my  heart  that  I 
intreat  you  to  exert  your  utmoft  intereft  for  that 
purpofe.     Farewel. 

LETTER    XXIV. 
To  Caius  Cassius. 

IT  gives   me  great  pleafure  to  find,  that  my 
late   fpeech   '    has    received    your   approba- 
tion.    If  I  could   more  frequently  enforce  the 

*  Upon  Cicero's  return  to  Rome,  (fee  rem.  3.  p.  134. 
of  this  vol.)  he  received  a  fummons  from  Antony  to  attend  a 
meeting  of  the  fenate,  which  was  to  be  holden  the  next  morn- 
ing :  but  as  the  bufinefs  of  this  meeting  was  to  decree  cer- 
tain divine  honours  to  the  memory  of  Csefar,  our  author  ex- 
cufed  himfelf  from  being  prefent.  The  following  day  how- 
ever, Antony  being  abfent,  Cicero  ventured  to  appear  in 
jhe  fenate  :  when  he  delivered  the  fpeech  to  which  he  here 

fame 
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fame  fentiments,  the  liberties  of  the  republic  A.u.  709. 
might  eafily  be  recovered.  But  that  far  more 
defperate  and  deteilable  fcoundrel  ^  than  he  ^  at 
whofe  death  you  faid,  "  the  worfl  of  all  villains  is 
"  expired,"  is  watching  for  a  pretence  to  begin 
his  murderous  purpofes  :  and  his  fingle  view  in 
charging  me  with  having  advifed  the  killing  of 
C^far,  is  merely  to  excite  the  veteran  foldiers 
againft  my  life.  But  this  is  a  danger  which  I 
am  not  afraid  to  hazard,  fince  he  gives  me  a  fhare 
with  you  in  the  honour  of  that  glorious  deed. 
Hence  it  is,  however,  that  neither  Pifo  who  firfl 
ventured  to  inveigh  againft  the  meafures  of  An- 
tony, nor  myfelf  who  made  a  fpeech  to  the 
fame  purpofe  about  a  month  ^  aftenvards,  nor 
PubliuS  Servilius  who  followed  my  example,  can 
any  of  us  appear  with  fafety  in  the  fenate.  For 
this  inhuman  gladiator  has  evidently  a  defign  up- 
on our  lives  :  and  he  hoped  to  have  rendered  me 
the  firfl  vidtim  of  his  cruel  vengeance.  With 
this  fanguinary  view  he  entered  the  fenate  on  the 
19th  of  September,  having  feveral  days  before 
retired  to  the  villa  of  Metellus,  in  order  to  pre- 
pare an  inflammatory  fpeech  againft  me  '.     But 

alludes,  and  wjiich  is  the  firft  of  thofe  that  are  called  his 
Philippics.     See  life  of  Cic.  iii.  8i. 

=  Antony.     ^  Caefar. 

*  The  fpeech  mentioned  in  the  preceding  remark. 

^  It  was  in  anfwer  to  this  fpeech  that  Cicero  compofed 
his  fecond  Philippic ;  which  howcrer  he  did  not  deliver;.  For^ 

who 
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who  fhall  reconcile  the  filent  meditations  of  elo- 
quence with  the  noify  revels  of  lewdnefs  and  debau- 
chery ?  Accordingly  it  was  the  opinion  of  all  his 
audience,  (as  I  have  already,  I  believe,  naentioned 
to  you  in  a  former  letter,)  that  he  could  not  fo 
properly  be  faid  to  have  delivered  a  fpeech,  as  to 
have  difcharged,  with  his  ufual  indecency,  the 
horrid  fumes  of  his  fcandalous  intemiperance. 

You  are  perfuaded,  you  tell  me,  that  my  cre- 
dit and  eloquence  will  be  able  to  produce  fome 
good  eftcft.  And  fome  indeed  they  have  produ- 
ced •,  confidering  the  fad  fituation  of  our  affairs. 
They  have  rendered  the  people  fenfible,  that  there 
are  three  perfons  of  confular  rank,  who  becaufe 
they  are  in  the  intereft  of  the  republic,  and  hav« 
fpoken  their  fentiments  in  the  fenate  with  free- 
dom, cannot  attend  that  aflembly  without  the 
danger  of  being  afTafllnated.  And  this  is  all  the 
good  you  are  to  expect  from  my  oratory. 

A  certain  relation  of  yours  *  is  fo  captivated 
with  his  new  alliance,  that  he  no  longer  concerns 
himfelf  in  the  fuccefs  of  your  games  ;  but  on  the 
contrary  is  mortified  to  the  laft  degree  at  thofe 
peals  of  applaufe  with  which  your  brother  was 

by  the  advice  of  his  friends,  he  ablinted  himfelf  from  this 
meeting  of  the  fenate,  as  they  did  not  think  it  fafe  for  him 
to  be  prefent.     Manut. 

*  Lepidus  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  perfon  here  meant :  as  he 
was  related  to  Caffius  by  his  own  marriage,  and  had  lately 
married  his  fon  to  iintony's  daughter. 

■di- 
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diftinguifhed  ^  Another  of  your  family  ^  has  A.u.709. 
been  foftened  by  fome  grants,  which  it  is  pretend- 
ed that  C^far  had  defigned  to  confer  upon  him* 
This  however,  might  be  borne  with  patience : 
but  is  it  not  utterly  beyond  all  indurance,  that 
there  fliould  be  a  man  who  da-'es  openly  avow 
that  he  fupports  the  meafures  of  that  fcoundrel 
Antony,  with  the  hopes  that  his  fon  will  be 
chofen  conful  when  you  and  Brutus  are  intitled 
to  be  candidates  for  that  office  ?  As  to  our  friend 
Lucius  Cotta,  a  fatal  defpair  (for  fo  he  terms  it 
himfelf)  has  almofb  entirely  driven  him  from  the 
fenate.  Lucius  C^efar,  that  firm  and  excellent 
patriot,  is  prevented  from  coming  thither  by  his 
ill  (late  of  health :  and  Servius  Sulpicius,  who 
is  a  true  friend  to  the  caufe  of  liberty,  and 
whofe  authority  might  be  of  infinite  fervice  in  the 
prefent  conjundlure,  is  unhappily  abfent  from 
Rome.  After  having  mentioned  thefe,  I  muft 
take  the  liberty  to  fay,  that  I  cannot  add  any 
others,  excepting  the  confuls  elect,  who  may  be 
juftly  deemed  as  wcU-wifhers  to  the  republic. 
The  truth  is,  thefe  are  the  only  perfons  upon  whofe 

5  Brutus  and  Caffius  were  obliged  as  praetors,  to  exhibit 
certain  games  in  honour  of  Apollo,  with  which  the  public 
were  annually  entertained  on  the  3d  of  July  :  but  as  they 
had  withdrawn  themfelves  from  Rome,  thefe  games  were 
conduced  by  the  brother  of  Caffius. 

•  It  is  not  known  to  whom  Cicero  alludes  in  this  place, 
nor  in  the  period  immediately  following. 

Vol.  Ill,  L  advice 
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A.u.  709.  advice  and  authority  the  commonwealth  can 
depend.  And  fmall  indeed  would  their  number 
be,  even  in  the  bell  of  times  :  how  unequal  then 
mAift  their  flrength  be  found,  to  combat  againfl 
the  worfl  ?  All  our  hopes  therefore  reft  entire- 
ly upon  you  and  Brutus  -,  I  mean,  if  you  have 
not  withdrawn  from  us  with  a  view  only  to  your 
own  prefervation  :  for  if  that  fhould  be  the  cafe, 
we  have  nothing,  alas!  to  hope  neither  from  Bru- 
tus, nor  from  you.  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  you 
are  forming  fome  glorious  enterprife,  worthy  of 
your  exalted  charaders  ;  I  doubt  not  that  the  re- 
public by  your  afTiftance,  will  foon  recover  her 
liberties :  and  I  have  only  to  wilh,  that  I  may 
not  be  deftroyed  ere  that  happy  day  fhall  arrive. 
In  the  mean  time,  my  beft  fervices  neither  are, 
nor  fhall  be  wanting  to  your  family  :  and  whe- 
ther they  fhould  apply  to  me  for  that  purpofe, 
or  not,  I  fhall  never  fail  to  give  them  proofs  of 
my  friendship  towards  you.     Farewel. 


LET- 
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LETTER      XXy. 

To     P  L  A  N  C  U  S. 

AGreeably  to  the  friendfhip  which  fubfifts  be-  ajj.  709. 
tween  us,  my  fervices  fhould  not  have  been 
wanting  to  advance  your  dignities  "^^  if  I  could 
have  been  prefent  in  the  fenate  confidently  with 
my  honour  or  my  fafety.  But  no  man  can  freely 
deliver  his  opinion  in  that  aflembly,  without  be- 
ing expofed  to  the  violences  of  a  military  force, 
that  are  licenfed  to  commit  their  outrages  with 
full  impunity :  and  it  would  ill  become  my  rank 
and  charadler  to  fpeak  upon  public  affairs  in  a 
place,  where  I  am  more  attentively  obferved,  and 
more  clofely  furrounded  by  foldiers,  than  by  fena- 
tors.  In  any  inftance  of  private  concern,  my  beft 
ofEces  Ihall  not  be  wanting  to  you  :  nor  Ihall 
they  indeed  even  in  thofe  of  a  public  nature, 
whatever  hazard  I  may  run,  where  my  appear- 
ance is  abfolutely  necefiary  to  promote  your  in- 
tereft.  But  where  it  may  be  equally  advanced 
without  my  concurrence ;  fuifer  me,  I  intreat 
you,  to  pay  a  proper  regard  to  my  own  dignity 
and  prefervation.     Farewel. 

'  The  occafion  on  which  Plancus  had  applied  to  Cicero 
for  his  fervices  in  the  fenate,  does  not  appear. 

L  2  LET- 
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LETTER     XXVI. 

To    Caius    Cassius. 

t^HH^  '~T''''HE  malignant  fpirit  of  your  friend  %  breaks 

JL      out  every  day  with  greater  and  more  open 

violence.  To  inftance,  in  the  firfl:  place,  the  ftatue 

v/hich  he  has  lately  ereded  near  the  roftrum,  to 

Casfar  :    under  which  he  has  infcribed.  To  the 

EXCELLENT  FATHER  OF  HIS  COUNTRY  ;  intimat- 
ing, that  you  and  your  heroic  afibciates  are  to  be 
confidered,  not  only  as  alTaffins  but  parricides. 
In  which  number  I  am  likewife  included  :  for 
this  outrageous  man  reprefents  me  as  the  princi- 
pal advifer  and  promoter  of  your  mod  glorious 
enterprife.  Would  to  Heaven  the  charge  were 
true !  for  had  I  been  a  party  in  your  councils,  I 
fnould  have  put  it  out  of  his  power  thus  to  perplex 
and  embarrafs  our  affairs'.     But  this  was  a  point 

*  Antony. 

•  Cicero  frequently  reproaches  the  confpirators,  with 
having  committed  a  capital  miilake  ia  fparing  Antony  when 
they  deftroyed  Ca;far  :  an  error  which  our  author  would 
have  prevented,  it  feems,  had  they  admitted  him  into 
their  councils.  But  it  may  be  affirmed,  (and  upon  the  autho- 
rity of  Cicero  himfelf)  that  nothing  could  have  been  more 
unjuftifiable,  ,than  to  have  rendered  Antony  ajointvidtim 
with  Caefar,  'Tis  true,  there  was  an  antientlaw  fubfifting, 
ky  which  every  one  was  authorifed  to  lift  up  his  fword 
againft  the  man,  who  Ihould  difcovcr  any  defigns  of  invad- 
ing the  public  liberties.     But  Antony  was  fo  far  from  having 

which 
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which  depended  upon  yourfelves  to  determine  :  a. 11.709, 
and  fince  the  opportunity  is  now  over^  I  can  only 
wifh  that  I  were  capable  of  giving  yon  any  ef- 
fediial  advice.  But  the  truth  is,  I  am  utterly 
at  a  lofs  in  what  manner  to  act  myfelf :  for  to 
what  purpofe  is  refiftancej  where  one  cannot  op- 
pofe  force  by  force  ? 

It  is  evidently  the  intent  of  Ca?far's  party,  to 
revenge  his  death.  And  accordingly  Antony 
being  on  the  id  of  Oftober  lafl  prefented  to 
the  people  by  Canutius'',  mentioned  the  gene- 
rous deliverers  of  our  country  in  terms,  that 
traitors  alone  deferv^e.  He  fcrupled  not  to  aflert 
likewife,  that  you  had  acled  intirely  by  my  ad- 
vice J  and  that  Canutius  alfo  was  under  the  flime 
influence.  He  had  the  mortification  however 
to  leave  the  roftrum  with  s^reat  difsrrace.  In  a 
word,  you  may  judge  what  are  the  defigns  of  this 
faction  by  their  having  feifed  the  appointments 
of  your  lieutenant '  :  for  does  not  their  conduct 
in  this  inftance  fufficicntly  declare,  that  they 
confidered  this  money  as  going  to  be  remitted  . 

given  indications  of  this  kind  at  Csefar's  death,  that  Cicero 
in  a  letter  written  to  Atticus  foon  afterwards,  tells  him,  he 
looked  upon  Antony  as  a  man  too  much  devoted  to  the 
indulgencies  of  a  luxurious  life,  to  be  inclined  to  form  any 
fchemes  deftruftlve  of  the  public  repofe  :  guem  /luidem  ego  (fays 
he)  epularum  magis  arbiiror  rationem  habere,  quam  qiddquam 
malt  cogitare.     Plut.  in  vit.  Pub'icol.  Ad  Att.  vi.  3. 

'  He  was  one  of  the  tribunes  for  the  prefent  year. 

*  As  proconful  of  Syria  :  to  which  province  Caffius  was 
probably  on  his  way,  when  this  letter  was  written. 

L  3  to 
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A.U.709.  to  a  public  enemy?  Wretched  condition  in- 
deed !  that  we  who  fcorned  to  fubmit  to  a 
mafter,  fhould  more  ignobly  crouch  to  one  of 
our  fellow  flaves  !  Neverthelefsj  I  am  ftill  inclin- 
ed to  flatter  myfelf,  that  we  arc  not  quite  de- 
prived of  all  hopes  of  being  delivered  by  your 
heroic  efforts.  But  where  then,  let  me  afk,  are 
your  troops  ?  And  with  this  queftion  I  will  con- 
clude my  letter :  as  I  had  rather  leave  the  reft  to 
be  fuggefted  by  your  own  refledions,  than  by 
mine.     Farewel. 

LETTER    XXVII. 

To     CORNIFICIUS. 

STratorius  has  given  me  an  ample  account  of 
the  fad  fituation  of  affairs  in  your  province  *. 
Oh,  my  friend,  what  infufferable  outrages  are 
committed,  in  every  part  of  the  Rom.an  domi- 
nions !  But  thofe  which  have  been  offered  to 
yourfelf  are  fo  much  the  lefs  to  be  borne,  as 
they  are  aggravated  by  the  fuperior  veneration 
which  is  due  to  your  illuftrious  rank  and  charac- 
ter. Notwithftanding  therefore,  that  your  great 
and  generous  fpirit  may  incline  you  to  look 
upon  thcfe  infults  with  calmnefs,  and  perhaps 

•  Of  Africa.     See  rem.  6.  p.  61.  of  this  vol. 

with 
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with  Indifference,  yet  you  ought  by  no  means  to  A.u.709. 
fufFer  them  to  pafs  unchaftifed. 

The  news  of  Rome,  I  well  know,  is  regularly 
tranfmitted  to  you  :  otherwife  I  would  take  upon 
myfelf  to  be  your  informer  j  and  particularly  of 
the  late  attempt  of  Oftavius  \  The  fail  laid  to 
his  charge,  is  confidered  by  the  populace  as  a  mere 
fiftion  of  Antony,  in  order  to  gain  a  pretence  to 
feife  upon  the  young  man's  eftate.  But  the  more 
penetrating  and  better  fort,  not  only  credit  the 
report,  but  highly  approve  the  defign.  Indeed, 
the  hopes  of  the  republic  are  greatly  turned 
towards  06tavius :  as  there  is  nothing  which 
his  generous  thirft  of  glory,  'tis  believed,  will 
not  animate  him  to  perform.  My  friend  An- 
tony at  the  fame  time  is  fo  fenfible  of  his  being 
generally  detefiied,  that  altho'  he  difcovered  the 

'  *'  Oflavius,  in  order  to  maintain  by  ftratagem  what  he 
**  could  not  gain  by  force,  foimed  a  deiign  againit  Antony'* 
**  life,  and  adually  provided  certain  flaves  to  affallinate 
*'  him  :  who  were  difcovered  and  fei fed  with  their  poignards 
•'  in  Antony's  houfe,"  Thus  far  Dr.  Middleton  :  who  might 
have  added  (as  a  learned  critic  has  remarked)  that  Cicero 
himfelf,  together  with  his  nephew  Qaintus,  were  charged  by 
Antony  v/ith  being  accompiices  in  this  piot :  and  that  the 
charge  appears  to  have  been  true.  For  tho'  in  the  prefent 
letter  indeed,  Cicero  talks  of  this  affair,  as  if  he  was  no 
otherwife  acquainted  with  it  than  by  common  report  j  yet  in 
a  fpeech  which  he  afterwards  made  in  the  fenate,  when  An- 
tony had  retired  into  Gaul,  taking  notice  of  the  above-men- 
tioned accufation,  he  avows  and  glories  in  the  charge.  Life 
cf  Cic.  iii.  89.  TunfiuVs  objew.  on  the  letters  betiueen  Cic.  and 
Brut.  p.  142.     Philip,  iii.  7,  8. 

L  4  aflafllns 
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A.U.709.  alTaflins  in  his  honfe,  yet  he  would  not  ven- 
ture to  make  the  affair  public.  He  fet  out  for 
Brundifium  on  the  9th  of  Oftober,  in  order  to 
meet  the  four  legions  '^  that  are  returning  from 
Macedonia  :  he  hopes  by  bribing  them  over  to 
his  intereft:  to  condu6t  them  to  Rome,  and  with 
their  afTiftance  to  fix  the  yoke  upon  our  necks. 
Thus  you  fee  the  fituation  of  the  republic  !  if  a 
republic  indeed  it  may  with  any  propriety  be 
called,  where  all  is  in  a  Hate  of  inteftine  war.  I 
frequently  lament  your  fortune  in  having  been 
born  fo  late,  as  never  to  have  tafled  the  happi- 
nefs  of  living  in  a  found  and  well-regulated  com- 
monwealth. You  remember  the  time,  however, 
when  there  was  a  profpeft  at  leaft,  of  better  days : 
but  now  that  profped  is  no  more  !  How  in  truth 
fhould  it  any  longer  fubfift,  after  Antony  dared 
to  declare  in  a  general  affembly  of  the  people, 
that  "  Canutius  affeded  to  rank  himfelf  with 
'^  thofc  *  who  could  never  appear  in  Rome,  fo 
**  long  as  he  preferved  his  life  and  authority." 
But  thanks  to  philofophy  for  having  taught  me 
to  indure  this  and  every  other  mortification, 
which  human  nature  can  poffibly  fuffer  :  and  in- 
deed it  has  not  only  cured  me  of  all  my  difquie- 

4  Thefe  were  part  of  that  army  which  Csefar  Intended  to 
lead  againft  the  Parthians  ;  and  which  he  had  fent  before 
him  into  Macedonia,  to  wait  his  arrival  for  that  purpofc. 

*  The  confpirators. 

tudesa 
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tudes,  but  armed  my  breaft  againft:  every  future  A.u.709, 
aflault  of  fortune.  And  let  me  advife  you  to 
fortify  yourfelf  with  the  fame  refolution ;  in  the 
full  perfuafion,  that  nothing  but  guilt  deferves  to 
be  confidered  as  a  real  evil.  But  thcfe  are  reflec- 
tions which  you  know  much  better  how  to  make, 
than  I  can  inflru6t  you. 

Stratorius  has  always  been  highly  in  my  efteem: 
but  he  has  rendered  himfelf  more  particularly 
fo  by  the  great  diligence,  fidelity  and  judgment 
he  difcovers  in  the  management  of  your  affairs. — 
Take  care  of  your  health,  as  the  mofl  pleafing 
inilance  you  can  give  me  of  your  friendfhip,- 
Farewel. 

LETTER     XXVIII. 

To  the  Same. 

MY  very  intimate  and  mofl  accompiiflied 
friend  Caius  Anicius,  has  obtained  a  titu- 
lar legation  *  into  Africa,  in  order  to  tranfaft 
fome  bufinefs  relating  to  his  private  concerns  in 
that  province.  Let  me  therefore  intreat  your  beft 
offices  to  him  upon  all  occafions,  and  that  you 
would  give  him  your  afTiflance  for  the  more  eafy 
and  expeditious  difpatch  of  his  affairs.  But 
above  all  (as  it  is  fuperior  to  all  in  my  friend's 

*  See  rem.  8.  p.  84.  of  this  vol. 

eai- 
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A.U.709.  ellimation)  I  recommend  the  dignity  of  his  rank 
and  chara6ler  to  your  peculiar  regard  :  and  ac- 
cordingly I  make  it  my  requell,  that  you  would 
appoint  li6lors  to  attend  him.  This  is  a  compli- 
ment which  I  always  fpontaneoufly  paid  during 
my  own  proconfulate,  to  thofe  of  fenatorial  rank 
who  came  into  my  province  j  and  which  I  have 
ever  likewife  myfelf  received  upon  the  fame  oc- 
cafions :  as  indeed  it  is  what  I  have  both  heard 
and  obferved  to  have  been  generally  pra6lifed  by 
proconfuls  of  the  greateft  diftin6lion.  You  will 
a6t  then  in  the  fame  manner,  my  dear  Cornificius, 
in  the  prefent  inftance,  if  I  have  any  fhare  in  your 
affeflion ;  and  in  all  other  refpefts  will  confult 
the  honour  and  intereft  of  m.y  friend  :  afTuring 
yourfelf  that  you  cannot  confer  upon  me  a  more 
acceptable  fervice.     Farewel. 

LETTER    XXIX. 
To  Tiro. 

I  See  into  your  fcheme  :    you  have  a  defign 
that  your  letters  as  well  as   mine  ^   ffiould 
make    their    appearance    in    public.      But   tell 

^  It  appears  from  an  epiftle  to  Atticus,  that  Cicero  had 
formed  a  defign  about  this  time  of  publifhing  a  colledlion  of 
his  letters.  It  is  probable  however  that  the  greater  part  of 
thofe  which  are  now  extant,  were  funt  into  the  world  at  dif- 

me 
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me  how  happened  it,  that  you  who  are  went  a.d. 709, 
to  be  the  fuprenne  judge  and  critic  of  my  writ- 
ings, fhould  be  guilty  of  fo  inaccurate  an  ex- 
preflion  as  to  defire  me  '■'^faithfully  ^  to  preferve 
"  my  health  ?"  That  adverb  furely  can  have 
no  bufinefs  there :  as  its  proper  employment  is  to 
attend  upon  fome  word  that  imports  a  moral 
obligation.  In  figurative  language  its  ufe  indeed 
is  various :  as  it  may  be  applied  even  to  inani- 
mate and  intellectual  objeds,  provided  (as  Theo- 
phraftus  obferves)  the  metaphor  be  not  too  bold 
and  unnatural.  But  we  will  referve  this  for  a 
converfation  when  we  meet. 

Demetrius   has   been    here  :    but   I   had   the 
addrefs    to   avoid   both    him    and   his   retinue. 


ferent  times,  and  by  different  hands,  after  his  deceafe  :  as 
there  are  many  of  them  which  one  can  fcarce  fuppofe  that 
either  himfelf,  or  any  friend  who  ha.d  a  regard  to  his  memo- 
ry, would  have  fuifered  to  come  abroad.  P'ia.  Ad  At. 
xvi.  5. 

'  It  is  impoffible,  perhaps,  to  determine  precifely,  where- 
in the  impropriety  of  this  expreflion  confifted  :  as  it  does  not 
appear  from  the  original  whether  Tiro  fpoke  of  his  own  heakh 
or  of  Cicero's.  In  the  tranflation  however  it  is  applied  to  chc 
latter  :  as  it  feems  to  render  the  exprefiion  lefs  critically  juit. 
For  as  Tiro  was  Cicero's  flave,  the  care  of  his  heakh  was  a 
duty  which  the  former  owed  to  the  latter,  as  a  neceffary 
means  of  enabling  him  to  perform  thofe  fervices  to  which  Ci- 
cero had  a  right.  According  therefore  to  our  author's  own 
remark  concerning  the  literal  ufe  of  the  word  fidelis,  Tiro 
might  very  properly  have  applied  it  in  the  fenfe  here  men- 
tioned- But  there  was  no  fuch  duty  owing  from  the  mafter 
to  the  flave  :  and  confequently  Tiro  could  not  in  ftrid  pro- 
priety have  applied  it  to  Cicero. 

Doubtlefsj 
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A.U.  709.  Doubtlefs,  you  will  regret  that  you  loft  the  op- 
portunity of  feeing  him.  It  is  an  opportunity 
however  which  you  may  ftill  recover :  for  he 
returns,  it  feems,  to-morrow.  Accordingly  I 
purpofe  to  leave  this  place  the  next  morning. 

I  am  extremely  uneafy  about  your  health: 
and  intreat  you  not  to  omit  any  means  that  may 
contribute  to  its  re-eftablilhment.  It  is  thus  that 
you  will  render  me  infenfible  of  your  abfence, 
and  abundantly  difcharge  all  the  fervices  I  re- 
quire at  your  hands. 

I  am  obliged  to  your  good  offices  towards  Cuf- 
pius  J  for  I  greatly  intereft  myfelf  in  the  fuccefs 
of  his  affairs.     Adieu, 


LETTER    XXX, 

To    CORNIFICIUS. 

OUintus  Turius,  who  was  an  African  mer- 
chant of  great  probity,  as  well  as  of  an 
honourable  family,  is  lately  dead.  He  has  appoint- 
ed Cneius  Saturninus,  Sextus  Aufidius,  and 
Calus  Anneius,  together  with  Quintus  Confidius 
Gallus,  Lucius  Servilius  Pofthumus,  and  Caius 
Rubellius,  all  of  them  men  of  the  fame  worthy 
charadter  as  hlmfelf,  his  joint  heirs.  I  find  you 
have  already  treated  them  in  fo  generous  a  man- 
ner. 
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ner,  that  they  have  more  occafion  for  my  ac-A.u.709. 
knowledgments  to  you  than  my  recommenda- ' 
tion  :  and  indeed  the  favours  they  gratefully  pro- 
fefs  to  have  received  from  your  hands,  are  more 
confiderable  than  I  fhould  have  ventured  per- 
haps  to  requefl.     Neverthelefs,    as  I  perfedbly 
well  know  the  regard  you  pay  to  my  recommen- 
dation, I  will  take  courage  j  and  intreat  you  to 
add  to  thofe  fervices  which  you  have  already, 
without  my  foUicitation,  fo  liberally  conferred 
upon  them.     But  what  I  am  particularly  to  defire 
is,  that  you  would  not  fufFer  Eros  Turius,  the 
teflator's  freedman,  to  continue  to  embezzle  his 
late  patron's  effects.     In  every  other  inflance  alfo 
I  recommend  their  intereft  to  your  proteftion  5 
aflliring  you  that  you  will  receive  much  fatisfac- 
tion  from  the  regard  and  attachment  of  thefe  my 
illuftrious  friends.     Again  and  again  therefore  I 
very  earneflly  recommend  them  to  your  good 
offices.     Farewel. 


LET- 
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LETTER    XXXI. 

To  Decimus  Brutus,  Conful  eledl, 

A.u. 709.  TT  THEN  our  friend  Lupus  arrived  with 
W  your  difpatches,  I  had  retired  from 
Rome^  to  a  place  where  I  thought  I  could  be 
moft  fecure  from  danger.  For  this  reafon,  not- 
withftanding  he  took  care  that  your  letter  ' 
jQiould  be  delivered  into  my  hands,  and  conti- 
nued fome  days  in  the  city,  yet  he  returned 
without  receiving  my  anfwer.  However,  I  came 
back  hither  on  the  9th  of  this  month  %  when  I 
immediately,  as  my  firft  and  principal  concern, 
paid  a  vifit  to  Panfa^:  from  whom  I  had  the 
fatisfaction  of  hearing  fuch  an  account  of  you, 
as  was  mofc  agreeable  to  my  wijfhes.  As  you 
wanted   not  any   exhortations   to   engage   you 

♦  Soon  after  Cicero's  late  return  to  Rome,  (fee  rem.  3. 
p.  134.  of  this  vol.)  he  came  to  an  open  rupture  with  An- 
tony. He  found  it  neceflar>-  therefore  for  his  fecurity  to  re- 
move from  the  city  to  fome  of  his  villas  near  Naples.  Life  of 
Cic.  iii.  87. 

*  The  fame  probably  which  ftands  the  21ft  In  the  prefent 
book,  p.  133. 

*  December.  Antony  had  juft  before  left  Rome,  in  order  to 
march  his  army  into  Cifalpine  Gaul.  Upon  the  news  of  this 
retreat  Cicero  immediately  returned  to  the  city.  Life  of  Cic. 
iii.  98. 

•  Conful  elefl  for  the  enfuing  year. 
6  in 
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in  the  nobleft  enterprife  ^  that  ftands  recorded  A.u.709. 
in  hiftory  -,   fo  I  am  perfuaded  they  are  alto- 
gether unneceflary  in  the   prefent  conjun6ture. 
It  may  not  be  improper,  neverthelefs,  juft  to 
intimate  that  the  whole  expeftations  of  the  Ro- 
man people,  and  all  their  hopes  of  liberty,  are 
intirely  fixed  upon  you.     If  you  conftantly  bear 
in  mind   (what   I  well  know  is  ever  in   your 
thoughts)  the   glorious   part  you  have  already 
atchieved,  moft  undoubtedly  you  can  never  for- 
get how  m.uch  there  ilill  remains  for  you  to  per- 
form.     In  fadt,    Ihould  that  man  to    whom  I 
always   declared  myfelf  a  friend  till  he  openly 
and  forwardly  took   up   arms    againfl:  the   re- 
public ;   fhould  Antony  poffels  himfelf  of  your 
province  ^,  I  fee  not  the  leaft  poflibility  of  our 
prefervation.      I  join   my   earnefl:   intercelTions 
therefore,    with    thofe   of  the   whole   republic, 
that  you  would  finifh  what  you  have  fo  happily 
begun,  and  deliver  us  for  ever  from  the  tyranny 
of  a   defpotic    government.     This   patriot-tafk 
belongs  particularly  to  yourfelf :  and  Rome,  or 
to  fpeak  more  properly,  every  nation  throughout 
the  world,  not  only  expe(5ls  but  requires  their 
deliverance  at  your  hands.     But  I  am  fcniible 
(as  I  have  already  f^.id)  that  you  need  no  exhor- 

♦  The  killing  of  Csfar. 

*  Cifalpiae  Gaul. 

tations 
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A.u.yop.tations  to  animate  you  for  this  purpofe.  I  will 
fpare  my  admonitions  therefore,  and  rather  afliire 
you  (what  indeed  is  more  properly  my  part) 
that  my  moft  zealous  and  a6live  fervices  lliall 
always  be  exerted  for  your  intereft.  Be  well 
perfuaded  then,  that  not  only  for  the  fake  of  the 
republic,  which  is  dearer  to  me  than  my  life, 
but  from  my  particular  regard  likewife  to  your- 
felf,  I  fhall  omit  no  opportunity  of  forwarding 
your  glorious  defigns,  and  of  promoting  thofe. 
honours  you  fo  juftly  deferve.     Farewel. 


LETTER    XXXII. 

To     C  O  R  N  I  F  I  CI  U  S» 

THERE  is  no  man  that  cultivates  my 
friendlliip  with  greater  marks  of  efteem 
than  Sextus  Aufidius :  nor  is  there  anyof  equef- 
trian  rank,  who  bears  a  more  diftinguilhed  cha- 
ra6ler.  The  ftriftnefs  of  his  morals  is  fo  hap- 
pily tempered  with  the  fweetnefs  of  his  difpofi- 
tion,  that  he  unites  the  fevereft  virtue  with  the 
eafiell:  and  moft  engaging  addrefs.  I  recom- 
mend his  affairs  in  Africa  to  you,  with  the  ut- 
moft  warmth  and  fincerity  of  my  heart.  You 
will  extremely  oblige  me  therefore  by  fliewing 

Jiim 
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him  that  you  pay  the  higheft  regard  to  my  re-  A.U.7C9. 
commendation  :  and  I  very  earneftly  intreat  you, 
my  dear  Cornificius,  to  comply  with  this  requeil. 
Farewel. 


LETTER     XXXIII. 
To   Decimus    Brutus,  Conful  eled. 

MArcus  Seius  has,  I  fuppofe,  informed  you, 
what  my  fentiments  v/ere  at  the  confe- 
rence which  Lupus  held  at  my  houfe  with  Libo, 
your  relation  Servilius,  and  myfelf :  as  he  was 
prefent  during  the  confultation.  And  though 
Greceius  immediately  followed  him,  he  can  give 
you  an  account  of  all  that  pafled  after  Seius  fet 
out  ^ 

The  grand  and  capital  point,  which  I  could 
wiih  you  to  be  well  convinced  of,  and  ever  to 
bear  in  your  mind  is,  that  in  acting  for  the  fecurity 
of  our  common  liberties,  you  ought  by  no  means 
to  wait  the  fanftion  of  thefenate  :  as  that  afTem- 
bly  is  not  yet  fufficiently  free  and  uncontroled 
in  its   deliberations.     To  conduv5l  yourfelf  by  a 

*  The  principal  intent  of  this  confultation  feems  to  have 
been  to  determine,  whether  Decimus  Brutus  fhould  venture 
without  the  exprefs  fandlion  of  the  fenate,  to  aft  offenfively 
againft  Antony  :  who  was  at  this  time  on  his  inarch  to  dif- 
poflefs  Brutus  of  Cifalpine  Gaul. 

Vol.  III.  M  -     con- 
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A.U.7C9.  contrary  principle,  would  be  to  condennn  the  firft 
^-"""V^  glorious  fccps  you  took  for  the  deliverance  of 
the  commonwealth  j  and  which  were  fo  much 
the  more  illuftrious,  as  they  were  unfupported 
by  the  formal  fufFrage  of  public  authority.  It 
would  be  to  declare,  that  the  meafures  of  young 
Crefar  are  rafli  and  ill-confidered  :  who  in  the 
fame  unauthorifed  manner,  has  undertaken  the 
important  caufe  of  the  commonwealth  ''.  In  a 
word,  it  would  be  to  fhew  the  world  that  you 
thought  thofe  brave  and  worthy  veterans  your 
^  fellovz-foldiers,  together  with  the  fourth  and  mar- 

tial legions  ^  had  judged  and  acted  irrationally 
in  deeming  their  conful  an  enemy  to  his  countrv, 
and  confecrating  their  arms  to  the  fervice  of  the 

'  When  Antony  fet  out  for  Brundifium  in  order  to  meet 
the  legions  which  were  returning  from  Macedonia,  as  has 
been  related  in  the  27th  letter  of  this  book,  Oftavius  went 
amonglt  thofe  veteran  Toldiers  to  whom  Caefar  had  granted 
fcttlements  in  Campania.  From  thefe  he  drew  together,  at 
his  own  cxpcnce  and  by  his  private  authority,  a  very  confi- 
derable  body  of  troops  to  oppofe  x-^ntony,  if  he  had  thought 
proper  to  have  made  anv  attempts  upon  Rome  with  the  Ma- 
cedonian legions.     Philip,  ii.  2.  12.     Ad  Att.  xvi.  8. 

**  The  Roman  legions  were  originally  named  according  to 
the  order  in  which  they  were  raifed,  as  z\iQfiJf,  the  fecotidy 
&CC.  Eut  as  thole  legions  which  were  occafionally  raifed  in 
the  provinces,  were  diitin'^iiifiicd  likewife  in  the  fame  man- 
ner, it  wa^.  ufual  to  add  to  this  numeral  dcJignation  fome 
other,  for  the  fake  of  avoiding  confufion.  This  latter  de- 
nomination was  generally  taken  either  from  the  country  in 
which  they  fcrved,  as  the  ^^/<?  Parthica,  or  from  the  name 
of  the  general  who  levied  them,  as  the  /rgio  Augiijia  i  or 
from  the  name  of  fome  divinity,  as  in  the  prefcnt  iuftance, 
jthe  Ugio  Mcrlia.     Rcfm.  de  Anli^,  Rom.  p.  9C6. 

republic. 
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republic  '.  To  purfue  meafures  which  are  agree-  A.u.  709. 
able  to  the  general  fenfe  of  the  fenate,  may  be 
well  confidered  as  afting  under  their  exprefs  au- 
thority i  when  it  is  fear  alone  that  reftrains  them 
from  fignifying  their  approbation  in  a  formal 
manner.  In  fine,  you  can  no  longer  hefitate 
whether  you  fliould  be  guided  by  the  principle  I 
am  recommending,  as  you  have  in  two  ftrong  in- 
ftances,  been  governed  by  it  already :  firft  on  the 
ides  of  March,  and  lately  when  you  raifed  your 
troops.  Upon  the  whole  then,  you  ought  to  be 
both  difpofed  and  prepared  to  a6t,  not  merely  as 
you  Ihall  be  commanded,  but  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
to  render  your  atchievements  the  fubjeft  of  uni- 
verfal  admiration  and  applaufe.     Farewel. 

LETTER    XXXIV. 

To  the  Same. 

OU  k  friend  Lupus  very  pun6lualiy  deli- 
vered your  commands  and  your  letter  to 
me,  the  next  morning  after  his  arrival  in  Rome ; 
which  was  in  fix  days  from  his  leaving  Mutina  ^ 

*  Thefe  two  legions  (part  of  thofe  which  arrived  from 
Macedonia)  refufed  the  offers  which  Antony  made  to  them 
at  Brundifium,  and  afterwards  joined  themfelves  with 
Oftavius.     Ad  Att,  xvi.  8.     Philip,  iii.  3. 

'  A  city  in  Cifalpine  Gaul,  where  Decimus  Brutus  was 
fhortly  afterwards  befieged  by  Antony.  It  is  now  called 
Mo  den  a. 

Ma  I  cannot 
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A.U.7C9. 1  cannot  but  confider  you  as  recommending  my 
own  honours  to  my  proteftionj  v/hen  you  requell 
me  to  be  the  guardian  of  yours  :  for  be  affured 
they  are  equally  miy  concern.  It  will  give  me 
great  pleafure  therefore  to  find,  that  you  doubt 
not  of  my  promoting  them  upon  every  occafiori 
to  the  befl  of  my  zeal  and  judgment.  Accord- 
ingly, altho'  I  had  purpofed  not  to  appear  in  the 
fenate  before  the  firfl  of  January  next,  yet  the 
tribunes  of  the  people  having  on  that  very  day  on 
which  your  manifeilo  "  v/as  publilhed,  ilTued  out 
a  proclamation  for  a  meeting  of  the  fenate  on  the 
-zoth  of  this  month  ',  in  order  to  move  that  a 
guard  might  be  appointed  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
confuls  eledt  '^i  my  affe6lion  towards  you  induced 
me  to  change  my  refolution,  and  I  determined 
to  attend.  I  thought  indeed  it  would  be  a  mofl 
unpardonable  omiffion,  if  the  fenate  fhould  be 
holden  without  taking  notice  of  your  ineftimable 
fervices  to  the  republic  s  as  it  unqueftionably 
would  have  been  if  I  had  not  attended  :  or  thaf 
I  fiiould  not  be  prefent  to  fupport  any  decree 
that  might  happen   to  be  propofcd  for  the  ad- 

*  The  purport  of  this  manifefio  of  Decimus  Brutus,  was 
to  declare   his   refolution  of  endeavouring  to  preferve    the- 
province  of  Cifilpine   Gaul,  over  which  he  prcfided,  in  its 
allegiance  to  the  republic,     Pbiliji.  \\\.  ^. 

^  December. 

"^  Hirtiusand  Panfa,  , 

vanccmerit 
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vancement  of  your  honours.  For  this  reafon  A,u.  709. 
I  came  early  into  the  fenate :  and  nmy  prefence 
brought  together  a  great  number  of  the  members. 
I  will  leave  it  to  your  other  friends  to  inform  you 
what  I  there  faid  to  your  advantage ;  as  well  as 
of  the  fpeech  which  I  aftervv'.irds  made  to  the 
fame  purpofe,  in  a  very  numerous  affembly  of 
the  people  ^  In  the  mean  time,  let  me  intreat 
you  to  believe,  that  I  Ihall  moft  zealoufly  em- 
brace every  opportunity  of  contributing  to  the 
increafe  of  thofe  dignities  you  already  pofTefs : 
and  altho'  I  am  fenfible  I  fhall  meet  with  many 
rivals  in  my  good  offices  for  this  purpofe  i  yet 
I  will  venture  to  claim  the  firft  rank  in  that  ho- 
nourable liil.     Farewel. 

»  Thefe  two  fpeeches  are  the  third  and  fourth  of  the 
Philippics.  The  fenate,  amongft  other  decrees  which  they 
pafled  upon  this  occafion,  approved  and  ratified  the  mea- 
fures  which  Decimus  Brutus  had  taken  in  Cifalpine  Gaul 
for  the  defence  of  that  province.     Philip,  iv.  4. 


M3  LET- 
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LETTER      XXXY, 

To     CORNIFIGIUS. 

A.u.7"9^  T  ^^  w^o^^S  ^^^  ^^^^^  againft  that  moll  iniqiii- 
A  tous  of  all  fanguinary  rufEans,  my  collegue  ^ 
Antony  :  but  by  no  means,  however,  upon  equal 
terms ;  as  I  have  nothing  but  my  tongue  to 
oppofe  to  his  arms.  He  ventured  in  a  fpeech 
which  he  lately  made  to  the  people,  to  throw 
out  fome  bitter  inveclives  againft  you.  But  his 
infolence  did  not  pafs  unchaftifed :  and  he  fhall 
have  flill  farther  reafon  to  remember,  againft: 
whom  it  is  that  he  has  thus  pointed  his  injurious 
attacks.  But  as  your  other  friends,  I  imagine, 
fupply  you  with  accounts  of  our  tranfaftions,  I 
fliould  rather  inform  you  vvhat  turn  affairs  are 
likely  to  take :  and  indeed  it  is  a  point  of  no 
very  difficult  conjefture.  The  republic  labours 
under  a  total  opprcfilon  :  her  friends  are  v/ithout 
a  leader,  and  our  glorious  tyrannicides  are  dif- 
perfed  into  diffcreht  and  diftant  quarters.  Panfa 
means  well  to  the  commonwealth,  and  delivers 
his  fcntiments  v/ith  great  fpirit  and  freedom,. 
Ilirtius  recovers   but    flowly  '  :  and  in  truth,  I 

*'  Antony  and  Cicero  were  collegues  as  members  of  the 
co]Ie<re  oi  Aupurs. 

'  FanTa  and  Ilirtius,  as  has  already  been  noted,  were 
confuls  elcd   tor  the  approaching  year.     The  lauer  about 

know 
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know  not  what  to  think  of  him.  Our  only  hope  a.u.  709. 
is,  that  the  people  at  laft  will  be  awakened  from 
their  lethargy,  and  afl  with  a  fpirit  becoming  the 
defcendants  of  their  heroic  anccftors.  Formyfelf 
at  lead,  I  will  never  be  wanting  to  my  country ; 
and  whatever  misfortune  may  attend  the  com.- 
monwealth  after  I  have  exerted  my  beft  efforts 
to  prevent  it,  I  fliall  bear  it  with  pei-fefl  equani- 
mity. You  may  depend  likewife  upon  my  fup- 
porting  you  in  your  rank  and  dignities,  to  the 
iitmoft  of  my  power.  Accordingly  in  an  afiem- 
bly  of  the  fenate  which  v/as  holden  on  the  20th  of 
this  month  '',  I  propofed  (among  other  neceflfary 
and  important  articles  which  1  carried  by  a  great 
majority)  that  the  prefent  proconfuls  iliould  be 
continued  in  their  refpedlive  governments ;  and 
that  they  fhould  be  ordered  not  to  refign  them 
into  other  hands,  than  thofe  which  the  fenate 
fhould  appoint.  I  made  this  motion,  not  only 
as  thinking  it  highly  expedient  for  the  intereil  of 
the  republic,  but  with  a  particular  view  alio  of 
preferving  you   in  your  provincial  command ''. 

this  time  was  attacked  by  a  moft  dangerous  iicknefs  :  and 
his  health  was  efteemed  of  fo  much  importance  at  this 
junfture  to  the  commonwealth,  that  public  vows  were  put 
up  for  his  recovery.     Philip,  vii.  4. 

^  December. 

°  Antony,  a  fhort  time  before  he  left  Rome  in  order  to 
march  againll  Decimus  Brutus,  had  procured  an  illegal  di- 
Itribtttion  of  the  provinces  among  his  friends :  by  whicJi 

M  4  Let 


1 68  The    LETTERS       Book  XII, 

A.u.  709.  Let  me  exhort  you  then  for  the  Take  of  our  coun- 
try, and  let  me  conjure  you  by  your  regard  to 
myfelf,  not  to  fulFer  any  man  to  ufurp  the  leafl 
part  of  your  authority:  but  in  every  inflance  to 
maintain  the  dignity  of  your  rank  and  charaftei::, 
as  a  pofieffion  which  nothing  can  countervail. 

To  deal  with  you  agreeably  to  that  fincerity 
which  our  friendfhip  requires  j  I  muil  tell  you, 
that  all  the  world  would'  have  highly  applauded 
your  condu6t,  if  you  had  complied  with  my 
advice  in  regard  to  Sempronius.  But  the  affair 
is  now  over:  and  in  itfelf  indeed,  it  v/as  a  matter 
of  no  great  importance.  It  is  of  the  utmoll, 
however,  that  you  Ihould  employ,  as  I  hope 
you  will,  every  poffible  mean  to  retain  your 
province  in  its  allegiance.  1  would  add  more, 
but  your  courier  prefTes  me  to  difpatch :  I  mull 
intreat  you  therefore  to  make  my  excdfes  to 
Cherippus,  for  not  writing  to  him  by  this  op- 
portunity.    Farewel. 

Caius    Calvifius    was  nppointed  to  fucceed  Cornificius   ia 
Africa,     Philip,  iii.     Pigh.  4nnal.  ii.  p.  465. 


LET. 
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LETTER    XXXVI. 

QuiNTus  Cicero  to  Tiro. 

YOUR  letter  brought  with  it  a  very  ftrong,  A.u.709. 
tho'  filent,  reproof  for  my  having  thus  long 
omitted  writing  to  you.     I  could  not  indeed  but 
be  fenfible  how  much  I  had  loft  by  my  negli- 
gence,  when  I  obferved  that  thofe  points  which 
my  brother  (from  tendernefs,  perhaps,  or  hafte) 
had   but    flightly  touched  in    his  letter,    were 
faithfully  reprefented  in  yours  in  all  their  ge- 
nuine colours.     This  was  particularry  the  cafe 
in  refpedl  to  what  you  mentioned  concerning 
the  confuls  eledt  \     I  know  indeed  that  they  are 
totally  funk   in   floth   and   debauchery:   and   if 
they  fhould  not  recede  from  the  helm,  we  are 
in  the  utmoft  danger  of  being  irrecoverably  loft. 
I  was  myfelf  a  witnefs  during  a  fummer's  cam- 
paign with  them  in  Gaul,  that  they  were  guilty 
of  fuch  a6lions,    and  within  fight  too   of  the 
enemy's  camp,  as  are  almoft  beyond  all  belief: 
and  I  am  well  perfuaded,  unlefs  we  ftiould  be 
better  fupported  than  we  are  at  prefent,  that  the 
fcoundrel  Antony  v/iil    gain  them   over  to   his 
party,    by  admitting  them  as  afibciates  in  his 
licentious  pleafures.     The  truth  of  it  is,  the  re- 

«  Panfa  and  Hirtius, 

\.'j  8  public 
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A.u.  709. public  mud  necefTarily  either  throw  herfelf  under 
the  prote6tion  of  the  tribunes,  or  employ  fome 
private  hand  to  defend  her  caufe  :  for  as  to  thefe 
noble  confuls  of  ours  -,  one  of  them  is  fcarce 
worthy  to  prefide  over  Casfena  ',  and  I  would 
not  truft  the  other  with  fuperintending  the  paltry 
hovels  of  CofTutius  *. 

I  hope  to  be  with  you  towards  the  latter  end 
of  this  month.  In  the  mean  while,  let  me  repeat 
what  I  have  often  faid,  that  I  tenderly  love  you. 
My  impatience  to  fee  you  is  indeed  fo  immode- 
rate, that  if  our  firft  meeting  v/ere  to  happen  in 
the  midft  of  the  forum,  I  fliould  not  forbear  to 
tranfgrefs  the  rules  of  good  breeding,  and  moft 
warmly  embrace  you  in  the  prefence  of  the  whole 
afTembly.     P'arewel. 

*  "An  obfcure  town  in  Italy  fituated  upon  the  Papis : 
"  a  river  which  empties  itfelf  into  the  Adriatic  between 
*'  Ufens  and  the  Rubicon."     Mr.  Rofs. 

*  Who  this  perfon  was,  is  unknown.  Pique  and  prejudice 
feem  to  have  had  a  confiderable  hand  in  the  draught,  which 
'Q.uintus  has  here  delineated  of  the  two  confuls.  That  Panfa 
and  Hirtius  were  infcded  with  the  f;i(hionable  vices  of  the 
age,  is  altogether  probable  :  but  that  they  wanted  either 
ipirit  or  capacity  for  adion,  is  by  no  means  true;  as  will 
(jvidentl/  appear  in  the  farther  progrefs  of  thefe  letters^ 
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LETTER    XXXVII. 

Cicero  the  Son  \  to  his  dearefl  Tiro. 

AFTER  having  been  in  daily  and  earned  A. u.  709 
expedlatlon  of  your  couriers,  they  are  at  ^ 
length,  to  my  great  fatisfaflion,  arrived  •,  having 
performed  their  voyage  in  forty-fix  days  from  the 
time  they  left  you.  The  joy  I  received  from 
my  dear  father's  moft  affec5lionate  letter,  was 
crowned  by  the  very  agreeable  one  which  at- 
tended it  from  yourfelf.  I  can  no  longer  repent 
therefore  of  having  neglefted  writing  to  you  5 
as  it  has  proved  a  mean  of  furnlfliing  me  with 
an  ample  proof  of  your  good-nature  :  and  it  is 
with  much  pleafure  I  find,  that  you  admit  the 
apology  I  made  for  my  filence. 

That  the  advantageous  reports  you  have  heard 
of  my  conduct,  were  perfeftly  agreeable,  my 
dearefb  Tiro,  to  your  willies,  I  can  by  no  means 
doubt :  and  it  fliall   be  my  conflant  endeavour 

'  He  was  at  this  time  purfuing  his  ftudies  at  Athens  under 
the  diredtion  of  Cratippus,  one  of  the  molt  celebrated  philo- 
fophers  of  the  peripatetic  feft.  If  young  Cicero  had  not  the 
talents  of  his  father  ;  iiis  genius  however  feems  by  no  means 
to  have  been  contemptible  :  and  the  prefent  letter,  written 
when  he  was  but  nineteen  years  of  age,  is  a  full  confutation 
of  thofe  who  have  charged  him  with  a  want  of  fenfe  even  to 
a  degree  of  llupidity.     See  p.  330.  of  this  vol. 

to 
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A.U.709.  to  confirm  and  increafe  the  general  good  opinion 
which  is  thus  arifing  in  my  favour.  You  may- 
venture  therefore  with  great  confidence  to  be^ 
what' you  obligingly  promife,  the  herald  of  my 
fame.  Indeed,  I  refietl  with  fo  much  pain  and 
contrition  of  mind  on  the  errors  into  which  my 
youth  and  inexperience  have  betrayed  me^  that 
I  not  only  look  upon  them  v/ith  abhorrence, 
but  cannot  bear  even  to  hear  them  mentioned : 
and  I  am  well  convinced,  that  you  take  a  part 
in  the  uneafinefs  which  I  fuffer  from  this  cir- 
cumflance.  It  is  no  wonder  you  Ihould  be 
follicitous  for  the  welfare  of  a  perfon,  whom 
both  intereft  and  inclination  recommend  to  your 
good  wiHies :  as  I  have  ever  been  defirous  you 
ihould  partake  of  all  the  advantages  that  attend 
mt.  But  if  my  condud  has  formerly  given  you 
paini  it  fhall  henceforward,  be  afiiired,  afford 
you  reafon  to  think  of  me  witii  double  fa:if- 
faftion. 

I  live  with  Cratippus  rather  as  his  fon,  than 
his  pupil  :  and  not  only  attend  his  leftures  with 
pleafure,  but  am  extremely  delighted  with  the 
peculiar  Aveetnefs  of  his  converfation.  Accord- 
ingly I  fpend  whole  days  in  his  company,  and 
frequently  indeed,  the  mofl  part  of  the  night ,: 
as  I  intreat  him  to  fup  v/ith  me  as  often  as  his 
engagem.ents  will  permit.  Since  the  introduftion 
(  :  cf 
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of  this  cuftom,  he  every  now  and   then  unex-  a.u.  709. 
peftedly  fteals  in  upon  us  while  we  are  at  table ; 
and  laying  afide  the  feverity  of  the  philofopher, 
enters  with  great  good  humour  into  ail  the  mirth 
and  pleafantry  oi  our  converfation.     Let  me  re- 
queft  you  then  to  hafren  hither  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible,  in  order  to  enjoy  with  us  the  fociety  of 
this  moft  agreeable  and  excellent  man.     As  to 
Bruttius,   I   never  fuffer  him  to  be  abfent  from 
me  a  fingle  moment.     His  company  is  as  enter- 
taining,  as   his   conduft  is  exemplary  :  and  he 
perfedly  well  knows  how  to  reconcile  mirth  and 
good  humour   with  the  ferious  difquifitions  of 
philofophy.     I  have  taken  a  houfe  for  him  near 
mine  ;  and   aflift  his  narrow  fortunes  as  far  as 
my  liender  finances  v/ili  admit  ^ 

I  have  begun  to  declaim  in  Greek  under  Caf- 
fius  ;  as  I  choofe  to  employ  myfelf  in  Latin  ex- 
crcifes  of  that  kind  with  Bruttius.  I  live  in 
great  familiarity  ^Ifo  v/ith  thofe  learned  and  ap- 
proved friends  of  Cratippus,  whom  he  brought 
with  him  from  Mitylene  :  and  pafs  much  of  my 
time  likewife  with  Epicrates,  one  of  the  molt 
confiderable  perfons  in  Athens,  together  with 
LeonideSj   and  feveral  others  of  the  fame  rank 

'  The  allowance  which  Cicero  made  to  his  fon  during 
his  refidencc  at  Athens,  was  about  700/.  a  year.  Vid.  Ad 
Alt.  xvi.  I.  .     . 

and 
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A.u.709,^nd  merit.     Thus  I  have  given  you  a  general 
fketch  of  my  life. 

As  to  what  you  mention  concerning  Gorgia.s ; 
notwithftanding  that  he  was  of  fervice  to  me  in 
my  oratorical  exercifes,  yet  my  father's  com- 
mands were  fuperior  to  all  other  confiderations  : 
and  as  he  peremptorily  wrote  to  me  that  I  fhould 
immediately  difmifs  him  ^  I  have  obeyed  his 
injun6tions.  I  would  not  fuffer  myfelf  indeed 
to  hefitate  a  moment ;  left  my  relutlance  fhould 
raife  any  fufpicions  in  my  father  to  my  difad- 
vantage.  Befides,  I  thought  it  would  ill  become 
me,  to  take  upon  myfelf  to  be  a  judge  of  the 
propriety  of  his  orders.  I  am  extremely  obliged 
to  you  however,  for  the  friendly  advice  you  give 
me  in  this  affair. 

I  very  readily  admit  the  excufe  you  make  on 
account  of  your  want  of  leifure ;  perfeftly  well 
knowing  how  much  your  time  is  generally  en- 
gaged. I  am  extremely  glad  to  hear  that  you 
have  bought  a  farm :  and  wifh  you  much  joy 
of  the  purchafe.  But  you  muft  not  wonder 
that  I  deferred  my  congratulations  to  this  part  of 
jny  letter ;  for  you  will  remember  it  was  about 

*  This  unworthy  tutor  had  encouraged  his  pupil  in  a  paf- 
£-on  for  drinking  :  a  vice,  in  which  the  young  Cicero,  how' 
lincere  foever  he  might  have  been  in  his  prefent  refolves, 
cioft  (hatnefully  fignalifed  himfelf  in  his  more  mature  years. 
Flut.  m  I'it.  Cic,  Plin,  Hijl.  Nat.  xiv.  22. 

the 
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tlie  fame  place  in  yours  that  you  Gommunlcated  A.u.709. 
to  mc  the  occafion  of  them.     You  have  now  a 
retreat  from  all  the  fatiguing  ceremonies  of  the 
city,   and  are  become  a  Roman   of  the  true  old 
rural  kind  \     I  take  pleafure  in  figuring  you  to 
myfelf  in   the  midfl  of  your  country-employ- 
mentSj   buying  your  tools  of  hufoandry,  dealing 
out   your  orders   to  your   bailiff,   and  carefully 
treafuring  up  the  fruit -feeds  from  your  defert. 
To  be  ferious  ;  I  fincerely  join  with  you  in  re- 
gretting, that  I  could  not  be  of  fervice  to  you 
upon  this   occafion.     But  be  afTured,   my  dear 
Tiro,   I  fliall  not  fail  to  afTifl  you,  if  ever  for- 
tune fhould  put  it  in  my  power :  efpecially  as  I 
am  fenfible  you  made  this  purchafe  with  a  view 
to  my  ufe  as  well  as  your  own. 

I  am  obliged  to  your  care  in  executing  my 
commifTion.  I  defire  you  would  fee  that  I  have 
a  writer  fent  to  me  who  underftands  Greek :  as  I 
lofe  much  time  in  tranfcribing  my  leflures.  But 
above  all,  I  intreat  you  to  take  care  of  your 
health,  that  we  may  have  the  pleafure  of  enjoy- 
ing together  many  philofophical  converfations. 
I  recommend  Antherus  to  your  good  ofEces,  and 
bid  you  farewel. 

'  Alluding,  perhaps,  to  thofe  celebrated  Remans  in  the 
earlier  ages  of  the  republic,  who  after  having  been  called 
forth  from  their  farms  to  the  fervice  of  their  country,  dif- 
charged  with  glory  the  funilionj  cf  the  ftate,  and  then  re- 
turnQd  to  their  plough;.. 

LET. 
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LETTER    XXXVin. 

From  the  Same,   to  Tiro. 

A.U.709.  rr^HE  reafons  you  affign  for  the  intermifllon' 
X  of  your  letters,  are  perfectly  juft :  but  I 
hope,  that  thefe  excufes  will  not  very  frequently 
recur.  'Tis  true,  I  receive  intelligence  of  public 
affairs  from  particular  expreffes,  as  well  as  from 
general  report}  and  am  continually  affured  like- 
wife  of  my  father's  affedion,  by  his  own  hand; 
yet  I  always  take  great  pleafure  in  reading  a 
letter  from  yourfelf,  be  it  upon  ever  fo  trifling 
a  fubjeft.  I  hope,  therefore,  fince  I  am  thus 
earnefbly  defirous  of  hearing  from  you,  that  you 
will  not  for  the  future  fend  me  apologies  inftead 
of  cpiftles.     Farewel. 

LETTER    XXXIX, 

BiTHYNicus  ^  to  Cicero. 

IF  we  were  not  mutually  attached  to  each  other 
by  many  fingular  good  offices,  I  fhould  re- 
mind you  of  that  friendfhip  which  formerly  fub- 
fifted  between  our  parents :  but  I  leave  arguments 
of  this  kind  to  thofe,  who  have  negledted  to  im- 

•  See  rem.  6.  p.  89.  of  this  vol. 

prove 
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prove  their  hereditary  connexions.  For  myfelf,  A.u.709. 
I  am  well  fatisfied  with  going  no  farther  for  my 
claim  to  your  fervices,  than  to  our  own  perfonal 
amity.  In  confidence  of  which  let  me  intreat 
you,  if  you  believe  that  none  of  your  favours  will 
be  thrown  away  upon  me,  that  you  would  upon 
all  occafions  during  my  abfencc  ^  take  my  inte- 
refts  under  your  proteftion.     Farewel. 

»  In  Sicily :  to  which  province  he  fucceeded  as  governor 
jt  the  expiration  of  his  prstorfhip.    Pi^h.  Jnnal.  iii.  p.  476. 
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LETTER    I, 

To     CORNIFICIUS*. 

INegled  no  opportunity  (and  indeed  if  I  didA.lT.7i( 
I  fliould  fail  in  what  you  have  a  full  right  '^'^ 
to  expe6t  from  me)   not  only  of  celebrat- 
ing your  merit,  but  of  promoting  thofe  honours 
it  fo  juftly  deferves.     But  I  choofe  yov  fhould 
be  informed  of  my  zealous  endeavours  for  this 

«  Sec  tcra.  6,  p.  6i.  of  this  vol. 

N  2  purpofe. 
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A.u.  710.  piirpofe,   by  the  letters  of  your  family,  rather 
than  by' my  hand.     Let  me  employ  it  in  exhort- 
ing you  to  turn  ^11  your  care  and  your  attention 
upon  the  republic.     This  is  an  objedt  worthy  of 
your  fpirit,  and  your  talents  :    as  it  is  agreeable 
likewife  to  thofe  hopes  which  you  ought  to  en- 
tertain, of  flill  rifing  in  the  dignities  of  your 
country.     But  this  is  a  topic  I  will  enlarge  upon 
another  time.     In  the  mean  while,  I  will  inform 
you  that  the  public  affairs  are  totally  in  fufpence  ; 
as  the  commiffioners  are  not  yet  returned,  whom 
the  fenate  deputed  to  Antony ;   not  to  fue  (ox 
peace  indeed,  but  to  denounce  war,  unlefs  he 
Hiall  immediately  pay  ooedience  to  the  orders 
with  which  they  are  charged*. 

Ifeifed  the  firfl  occafion  that  offered  of  refum- 
ing  my  former  fpirit,  in  (landing  forth  as  the 
prcteftor  both  of  the  fenate  and  the  people  :  and 

*  Thefe  injunftions  were,  that  Antony  fhould  inftantly 
quit  the  fiege  of  Modena,  and  defift  from  all  hoflilities  in 
Gaul.  Cicero  ftrongly  oppofed  the  fending  this  deputation  ; 
as  it  was  below  the  dignity  of  the  fenate  to  enter  into  any 
fort  of  treaty  with  a  man  whom  they  had  already  in  efFeft, 
declared  a  public  enemy  ;  as  it  would  have  the  appear- 
ance of  fear  ;  and  as  the  only  method  of  bringing  Antony 
to  his  duty  would  be  by  an  immediate  and  vigorous  pro- 
fecution  of  the  war.  But  thefe  reafons,  and  others  of  the 
fame  tendency  which  Cicero  urged  with  great  warmth 
and  eloquence,  were  over-ruled  by  the  friends  of  Antony  : 
and  it  was  ordered  that  Servius  Sulpicius,  Lucius  Pifo,  and 
Lucius  Philippus,  all  of  them  perfons  of  conftilar  raek, 
fhould  carry  this  mcflage  from  the  fenate  to  Antony.  Fitf. 
Fhilip,  V. 

from 
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from  the  moment  I  thus  declared  myfelf  the  ad-  A.u.710. 
vocate  of  liberty,  I  have  not  loft  the  ieaft  favour- 
able opportunity  for  the  defence  of  our  com- 
mon rights.  But  this  likewife  is  an  article  for 
which  I  choofe  to  refer  you  to  the  iilformation  of 
others. 

It  is  with  all  pofTible  warmth   and  "earneftnefs 
that  I  recommend  Titus  Pinarius  to  your  favour, 
as  one  who,  not  only  from  a  fimilitude  of  tafte 
and  ftudies,  but  as   he  is  poiTefTed  alfo  of  every 
amiable  virtue,  engages  my  ftrongcfl  affeftion. 
He  comes  into  your  province  in  order  to  fuper- 
intend  the  affairs  of  Dionyfius  :    who   as  he  is 
much,  I  am  fenfible,  in  your  efteem,  fo  no  man 
Hands  higher  in  mine.     UnnecelTary  therefore  as 
I  know  it  to  be  to  recommend  his  interefts  to 
your  proteflion,  yet  I  cannot  forbear  doing  fo : 
.'and  I  doubt  not  of  your  giving  occafion  to  the 
very  grateful  Pinarius  of  fending  me  a  letter  of 
acknowledgment  for  your  good  offices  both  to 
himfelf  and  to  Dionyfuis.     Farewel. 


N  3  LET-, 
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L  E  T  T  E  R    II. 

To  Decimus  Brutus,  Conful  clct^. 

A.iT.  7 TO.  TQ  O  L  L  A  ^  fends  me  word  that  an  opportu- 
JL  nity  offers  of  conveying  a  letter  to  you  ; 
but  at  prefent  I  have  nothing  material  to  write. 
All  public  bufinefs  indeed  is  intirely  fufpended, 
till  we  Ihall  hear  what  fuccefs  the  deputies  "*  have 
met  with :  from  whom  we  have  not  yet  received 
.any  intelligence.  I  will  take  this  occafion  how- 
ever of  telling  you,  that  the  fenate  and  the  people 
are  greatly  anxious  concerning  you ;  not  only 
as  their  own  prefervation  depends  upon  yours, 
but  as  they  are  extremely  foUicitous  that  you 
{hould  acquit  yourfelf  with  glory.  The  truth 
is,  you  are  in  a  very  remarkable  degree  the  ge-» 
neral  affedion  of  the  whole  republic ;  which 
confidently  hopes,  that  as  you  lately  delivered  us 
from  one  tyrant  %  fo  you  will  now  free  us  from 
the  danger  of  another  ^. 

We  are  raifing  troops '  in  Rome  and  through- 
out all  Italy,  if  that  term  may  with  any  propriety 

3  The  wife  of  Decimus  Brutus. 
♦  Thofe  mentioned  in  the  preceding  letter, 
s  Cxfar. 
'  Antony. 

'  The  fenate  did  not  fufpend  their  preparations  for  waf,  • 
notwilhftanding  the  deputAtien  they  had  kxa  to  Antony. 

bt 
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be  employed,  where  every  man  eagerly  prefTes  A.u.yia. 
to  enter  into   the   lervice  :    fo  warmly  are  the^"^ 
people  animated  with   a  pafTipn  of  recovering 
their  liberties,   and  fuch  is  their  abhorrence  of 
the  flavery  they  have  thus  long  fuftained ! 

"We  now  expe6t  foon  to  receive  an  account  from 
you,  not  only  of  your  own  operations,  but  of 
thofe  likcwife  of  our  common  friend  Hirtius,  and 
of  Cicfar,  whom  I  muft  particularly  call  mi7iei 
I  hope  fhortly  to  fee  you  all  three  united  in  the 
general  honour  of  one  common  viftory.  For 
the  reft,  I  have  only  to  add  (what  I  had  rather 
you  fhould  learn  however  from  the  letters  of 
your  family,  and  what  I  hope  they  are  fo  juft 
as  to  alTure  you)  that  I  neither  do,  hor  ever  Ihall 
negle6t  any  opportunity  of  contributing  to  thi? 
advancement  of  your  public  honours.    Farewel. 

On  the  contrary,  Hirtius  and  0>^aviu';  marched  into  Gaal 
■•at  the  head  of  a  confiderable  army,  while  Panfa  remained 
in  Italy,  in  order  to  complete  the  additional  troops  withr 
which  he  purpofed  to  join  them.     Life  of  On.  in.  121, 
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LETTER    III. 
To   Plancus^. 

A.U.710.  f  I  \HE  vifit  I  lately  received  from  Furnius  ' 
X  afforded  me  great  fatisfaftion,  not  only 
upon  his  own  account,  but  more  particularly  on 
yours  i  as  he  painted  you  fo  flrongly  to  my  mind 
that  I  could  not  but  fancy  during  the  whole  con- 
verfation,  that  you  were  aftually  prefent.  He 
•  reprefented  to  me  the  heroifm  you  difplay  in  the 
military  affairs  of  your  province  j   the  equity  of 

■  your  civil  adminiftration ;  the  prudence  which  di- 

■  llinguijfhes  every  part  of  your  condud  in  general ; 
together  with  what  I  was  by  no  means  indeed  a 

,  ilranger  to  before,  fhe  charms  of  your  focial  ajid 
friendly  qualities.     To  tljpis  he  did  not  forget  to 

■^dd  likewife,  the  fingular  generofity  which  you 
have  fhewn  in  your  behaviour  towards  himfelf. 
Every  one  of  thefe  articles  I  heard  with  pleafure : 
and  for  the  laft  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  \ 

The  friendlliip  I  enjoy  with  your  family,    my 
dear  Phncus,  commenced  fomewhat  before  you 

*  Sec  rem.  2.  p.  134.  of  this  vol. 
■*  He  was  one  of  the  lieutenants  of  Plancus. 
'  Furnius  had  beea  particularly  recommended  by  C'lCer^ 
to  the  favour  of  Plancuv.    Se«  led  20.  of  the  preceding 

were 


BookXIIL     of     C  I  C  E  R  O.  185 

were  born :  and  as  the  affe(5lion  which  I  conceived  A.u.  710. 
for  you,  begun  from  your  childhood,  fo  in  your 
more  mature  years  it  was  mutually  improved 
into  the  flridteft  intimacy.  Thefe  are  confide- 
rations  which  ftrongly  engage  me  to  favour  your 
interefls  :  which  I  look  upon  indeed  as  my  own. 
Merit  in  conjunftion  with  fortun-e  have  crowned 
you,  even  thus  early  in  your  life,  with  the  highefl 
diftincflions :  as  the  diligent  exertion  of  your 
fuperior  talents,  has  fruftrated  the  oppofition  of 
thofe  many  envious  antagonifts,  who  vainly  en- 
deavoured to  obftru6t  your  way.  And  now,  if 
you  will  be  influenced  by  the.  advice  of  a  man 
who  greatly  loves  you,  and  who  from  a  long 
connedion  with  you  has  an  equal  claim  to  your 
regard  with  the  oldeft  of  your  friends  ;  you  will 
receive  all  the  future  honours  of  your  life  from 
the  republic  in  its  befl:  and  moft  conflitutional 
form.  There  was  a  feafon,  you  know,  (for 
nothing  furely  could  have  efcaped  your  difcern- 
ment)  there  was  a  feafon  *  when  the  world 
thought  you  too  compliant  with  the  prevailing 
fadion  of  the  times:  and  I  Ihould  have 
thought  fo  too,  if  I  had  imagined  that  your 
approbation  was  to  be  meafured  by  your  fub- 
miflion.     But  as  I  knew  the  fentiments  of  your 

*  During  Cxfar's  ufurpation. 

heart. 
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A.u.  710.  heart,  I  was  perfuaded  you  had  prudently  con- 
lidered  the  extent  of  your  power.  Public 
affairs  however  are  at  prefent  in  a  far  different 
fituation ;  and  you  may  now  freely  aft  m  every 
point  as  your  judgment  fhall  dired.  The  time 
is  lliortly  approaching,  when  in  confequence  of 
your  prefent  defignation,  you  will  enter  upon 
the  confular  office ' :  and  you  will  enter  upon  it, 
my  friend,  in  the  prime  of  your  years  j  with  the 
advantage  of  polfefTing  the  nobleft  and  moft 
commanding  eloquence ;  and  at  a  period  too 
when  there  is  the  utmoft  fcarcity  of  fuch  il- 
luilrious  citizens  as  yourfelf.  Let  me  conjure 
you  then  by  the  Immortal  gods,  moll  earneftly 
to  purfue  thofe  meailires  that  will  infure  the 
higheft  glory  to  your  charafter.  Now  there 
is  but  one  pofTible  method  of  ading  towards 
the  republic  with  this  advantage  to  your  reputa- 
tion :  at  leafl  there  is  but  one  in  the  prefent  con- 
jundlure,  as  the  commonwealth  has  for  fo  many 
'years  *  been  diflurbed  by  our  inteftine  commo- 
tions. 

"When  I  write  to  you  in  this  ftrain,  it  is  rather 
In  compliance  with  the  di6lates  of  my  affection, 
than  as  fuppofing  that  you  iland  in  need  either  of 
precepts  or  admonitions.     I  am  fenfible   that 

^  See  rem.  5.  p.  136.  of  ihis  vol. 

*  The  civil  wars  had  now  coHlijiued  aboat  feven  years. 

yow 
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you  are  fufficiently  fupplied  with  refleftions  ofA.u.  710^ 
this  nature,  from  the  fame  fource  whence  I  derive 
them  myfelf :  it  is  time  therefore  to  put  an  end 
to  what  I  defigned,  not  as  an  ollentation  of  my 
wifdom,  but  merely  as  an  inftance  of  my  friend- 
fhip,  I  will  only  add,  that  you  may  depend 
^pon  the  moft  zealous  of  my  fervices  upon  every 
occafion,  wherein  i  fiiall  imagine  your  credit 
and  charafter  is  concerned,     Farewel. 


LETTER    IV. 
Plancus    to    Cicero. 

I  Am  exceedingly  obliged  to  you  for  your 
letter  ^ :  a  favour,  for  which  I  am  indebted, 
I  perceive,  to  the  account  that  Furnius  gave 
of  me  in  the  converfation  you  mention.  If  I 
have  not  written  to  you  fooner,  you  muft:  impute 
it  to  my  being  informed  that  you  were  fet 
out  upon  your  expedition  into  Greece :  and  I 
was  not  apprifed  of  your  return  till  a  very  fhort 
time  before  I  learned  it  from  vour  letter.  I 
picntion  this  becaufe  I  fhould  think  myfdf  de- 
fcrving  of  the  higheft  reproach,  if  I  were  inten- 
tionally guilty  of  an  omifTion  even  in  the  flighteit 

*  The  preceding  «piftle, 

oSice 
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A.U.710.  office  of  friendihip  towards  you.     The  Intimacy 
indeed  which  was  contrafted  between  you  and  my 
father;  the   early  efteem  I   conceived  of  your 
merit,  together  with  thofe  inftances  of  afFe6tion 
I  have  received  from  you ;  fupply  me  with  many 
powerful  reafons  for  not  failing  in  the  regards  I 
owe  you.     Be  afllired  therefore,  my  dear  Cicero, 
there  is  no  man  whom  I  am  fo  much  difpofed  to 
revere  as  yourfelf :    as  indeed  the  great  difparity 
of  our  ages,  may  well  juftify  me  in  looking  up 
to  you  with  all  the  facred  refpeft  of  filial  vene- 
ration.    I  received  your  admonitions  therefore, 
as  fo  many  diftates  of  the  moft   confummate 
wifdom  ;  at  the  fame  time  that  I  confidered  them 
as  inftances  likewife  of  your  unfeigned  fincerity : 
for  in  this  refpecl  I  judge  o( your  heart  by  what 
I  feel  in  my  own.     If  I  had.  any  doubt  then  what 
meafures  to   purfue,  or  were  inclined  to  adopjt 
others  than   thofe   you    recommend;   I   fhould 
moft  certainly  be  determined  by  your  judgnoent, 
or  reft  rained  by  your  advice  :  but  in  my  prefent 
fituation,  can  there  pofTibly  be  an  inducement  to 
draw  me  from  thofe  paths  you  point  out  ?  The 
truth  is,  that  whatever  honourable  diftin6lions  I 
.have  acquired  either  by  my  own  induftry,  or  by 
^*the  favours  of  fortune,  tho'  far  inferior  to  what 
your  affedion  rcprefents  them ;  yet  they  want  no 
other  luftre  perhaps,  but  that  of  having  been 

attain  ...f . 
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attained  with  the  general  approbation  of  the  com-  a.u.  710. 
monwealth  :  and  this  even  the  moft  inveterate  of 
my  enemies  acknowledge.  Be  afTured  then, 
that  the  whole  of  my  power,  my  prudence 
and  my  authority,  fhall  ever  be  exerted  in  the 
fervice  of  the  republic.  As  I  am  no  fbranger  to 
your  fentiments,  I  am  well  perfuaded  that  mine 
would  never  difagree  with  yours,  if  I  had  the 
happinefs  of  having  you  fo  near  me  as  to  be 
able  to  confult  them.  But  tho'  I  cannot  enjoy 
this  very  defirable  advantage,  yet  I  truft  you  will 
never  have  occafion  to  condemn  my  conducft, 

I  am  extremely  impatient  to  learn  what  is 
tranfading  in  the  nearer  Gaul  %  as  well  as  what 
cffedl  the  prefent  month ''  may  produce  in  regard 
to  affairs  at  Rome.  In  the  mean  time,  I  am  ear- 
nellly  labouring  to  prevent  the  people  of  this  pro- 
vince from  purfuing  the  example  of  their  neigh- 
bours, by  taking  advantage  of  the  public  diftur- 
bances  to  throw  off  their  allegiance.  And  fhould 
my  endeavours  be  attended  with  the  fuccefs  they 
deferve,  I  doubt  not  of  being  approved,  not 
only  by  every  friend  of  liberty  in  general,  but, 

'  Where  Decimus  Brutus  commanded,  who  at  this  time 
was  adlually  befieged  in  Modena  by  Mark  Antony  :  a  cir- 
cumftance,  to  which  Plancus,  'tis  probable,  was  no  ftranger, 
though  he  thought  proper  to  afFedt  ignorance. 

^  January  :  when  the  new  confuls  always  entered  upon 
their  office.  The  confuls  for  the  prefent  year  were  Hirtius 
and  Panfa. 

what 
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A.u.  710.  what   I   am  mofl    ambitious  of,  by  yourfelf  in 
'  particular.     Farewel,  my  dear  Gcero,  and  love 
me  with  an  equal  return  of  that  affedion  I  bear' 
you. 

L  E  T  T  E  R    V. 

To     P  L  A  N  C  U  S. 

THE  duplicate  you  fent  me  of  your  letter  » 
v/as  an  inftance  of  your  obliging  care  lefV 
I  fhould  be  difappointed  of  what  I  fo  impatient- 
ly wilhed  to  receive.  The  contents  afforded  me 
a  double  fatisfadion ;  and  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  de- 
termine whether  the  friendlhip  you  profefs  for 
myfelf,  or  the  zeal  you  difcover  for  the  republic, 
rendered  it  moft  truly  acceptable.  To  fpeak 
my  own  opinion  indeed,  the  public  affedions  are 
altogether  noble  and  fublime  ;  but  furely  there 
IS  fomething  more  amiably  fweet  in  thofe  of  the 
private  kind.  Accordingly  that  part  of  your  letter 
where  you  remind  me  of  the  intimacy  in  which 
I  lived  with  your  father,  of  the  early  difpofition 
you  found  in  yourfelf  to  love  me,  together  with 
other  pafluiges  to  the  fame  friendly  purpofe,  filled 
fiiy  heart  with  the  moft  exquifite  pleafure  j  zi 

«  The  foregoing^. 

,0  the 
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the   fentiments  you  profefs  with  regard  to  theA.u.  710^ 
commonwealth,  ralfed  in  me  the  higheft  fatis- 
fadion :  and  to  fay  truth,  I  was  fo  much  the 
more  pleafed  with  the  latter,  as  they  were  ac- 
companied at  the  fame  time  with  the  former. 

To  repeat  what  I  faid  in  the  letter  to  which 
you  have  returned  fo  obliging  an  anfwer,  let  me 
not  only  exhort,  but  intreat  you,  my  dear  Plan- 
cus,  to  exert  your  utmofl  powers  in  the  fervice 
of  the  commonwealth.     There  is  nothing  that 
can  more  contribute  to  the  advancement  of  your 
glory :  for   amongft  all   human    honours,  none 
moft  certainly  is  fuperior  to  that  of  deferving 
well  of  one's  country.     Your  great  good  fenfe 
and  good  nature  will  fuffer  me,  I  know,  to  fpeak 
iny  fentiments  to  you  with  the  fame  freedom 
that  I  have  hitherto  ufed.     Let  me  again  obferve 
then,  that  the  honours  you  have  already  acquired, 
tho*  you  could  not  indeed  have  attained  to  them 
without  merit,  yet   they  have  principally  been 
owing  to  fortune,  in  conjunction  with  the  par- 
ticular circumftancesof  the  times.  But  whatever 
fervices  you  fliall  perform  for  the  republic  in  this 
very  critical  conjun6lure,  will  refle6l  a luftre  upon 
your  character  that  will  derive  all  its  fplendour 
from  yourfelf  alone.  It  is  incredible  how  odious 
Antony  is  becorne  to  all  forts  of  people,  except 

thofe 
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A.u.  716.  thofe  only  of  the  lame  diflionefl:  views  with  him- 
ielf :  but  the  great  hopes  and  expe(^ations  of  the 
republic,  are  fixed  upon  you  and  the  army  you 
command.  Let  me  conjure  you  then  in  the 
moll  folemn  manner,  not  to  lofe  (o  important 
an  opportunity  of  eftablifhing  yourfelf  in  the 
clleem  and  favour  of  your  fellow-citizens,  or  in 
other  words,  of  gathering  immortal  praife»  Be- 
lieve me,  it  is  with  all  the  tendernefs  of  a  father 
that  I  thus  admonifh  you ;  that  I  enter  into  your 
interelts  with  as  much  warmth  as  if  they  were  my 
own ;  and  that  my  exhortations  proceed  from 
the  zeal  I  bear  for  the  glory  of  my  friend,  an^ 
for  the  welfare  of  my  country.     Adieu. 

LETTER     VL 

To   Caius    Cassius. 

OH,  that  you  had  invited  me  to  that  glo- 
rious feafl  you  exhibited  on  the  ides  of 
March !  Be  alTured  I  would  have  fuffered  none 
of  it  to  have  gone  off  untouched '.  Whereas 
the  part  you  unhappily  fpared,  occafions  me, 
above  all  others,  more  trouble  than  you  can 
well  imagine.     I  mufl  acknowledge  at  the  fame 

5*  Alluding  to  the  confpirators  having  fpared  Antony  when 
^hey  deftroyed  Csefar.    See  rem.  8.  p.  148.  of  this  vol. 

time. 
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time,  that  we  have  two  moft  excellent  confuls  * :  A.u.  710. 
but  as  to  thofe  of  confular  rank,  there  is  not 
one  of  them  who  does  not  merit  the  hlgheft  re- 
proach. The  fenate  in  general  however,  exert 
themfelves  with  fpirit :  as  the  lower  order  of  ma- 
giflrates  diflinguifh  themfelves  by  their  lingular 
refolution  and  zeal.  In  a  word,  it  is  impofTible  to 
ihew  a  better  or  more  vigorous  difpofition  than 
appears  in  the  populace,  not  only  of  Rome,  but 
-throughout  all  Italy.  But  Philippus  and  Pifo,  on 
the  contrary,  whom  the  fenate  deputed  with  pe- 
remptory orders  to  Antony  ',  have  executed  their 
commiflion  in  a  manner  that  raifes  our  highefl 
indignation.  For  notwithftanding  that  Antony 
refufed  to  comply  with  every  fingle  article  of  the 
fenate's  injunftions;  yet  thefe  unworthy  deputies 
had  the  meannefs  to  charge  themfelves  with  bring- 
ing back  the  moft  infolent  demands  *.  This  be- 
,  haviour  of  theirs  has  occafioned  all  the  world  to 

*  Hirtius  and  Pan  fa. 
'  See  rem.  2.  on  let.  i.  of  this  book. 

*  ♦'  The  purport  of  them  was,  that  the  fenate  fliould  aflign 
**  lands  and  rewards  to  all  his  troops,  and  confirm  all  the 
"  other  grants  which  he  and  Dolabella  had  made  in  their 
**  confulftip :  that  all  his  decrees  from  Ca:far's  books  and 
"  papers  fhould  be  confirmed  :  that  no  account  fhould  be 
*'  demanded  of  the  money  taken  from  the  temple  of  Opis,&c. 
'*  On  thefe  terms  he  offered  to  give  up  Cifalpine  Gaul,  pro- 
•*  vided,  that  he  might  have  the  greater  Gaul  in  exchange 
•'  for  five  years,  with  an  army  of  fix  legions,  to  be  completed 
*'  out  of  the  troops  of  Decimus  Brutus,"     Life  of  Cic.  iii. 

]23. 

Vol.  III.  O  havt 
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A.U.710.  have  recourfe  to  my  afTiftancej  and  I  am  become 
extremely  popular,  in  a  way  wherein  popularity 
is  feldom  acquired  :  I  mean  by  fupporting  a 
good  caufe. 

I  am  altogether  ignorant  in  what  part  of  the 
world  you  are  at  prefent,  as  well  as  of  what 
fchemes  you  are  either  executing  or  meditating. 
A  report  prevails  that  you  are  gone  into  Syria : 
but  for  this  we  have  no  certain  authority.  We 
can  a  little  more  depend  upon  the  accounts  we 
receive  of  Brutus,  as  his  diftance  from  us  is  lefs 
remote '. 

It  has  been  remarked  here  by  men  of  fome 
pleafantry,  and  much  indignation  againft  Dola- 
bella,  that  he  has  fhewn  himfelf  in  too  great 
'hafte  to  be  your  fucceff or :  as  he  is  moft  uncivil- 
ly fet  out  to  take  foffejfion  of  your  governn^cnt 
when  you  have  enjoyed  it  fcarce  a  (ingle  month  *, 
The  cafe  is  clear  therefore,  fay  they,  thatCaffius 
Hiould  by  no  means  give  him  admittance.  '^  But 

^  Marcus  Brutus  when  he  found  it  neceffary  to  leave  Italy, 
withdrew  into  Macedonia,  where  he  was  at  this  time  em- 
ployed in  raifing  forces  in  fupport  of  the  republican  caule. 

''■  The  province  of  Syria  had  been  intended  by  Csefar  for 
.Caflius  :  but  Mark  Antony,  after  the  deai;^  of  Csfar,  had 
artfully  procured  it  to  be  allotted  to  Dolabella.  Accordingly 
the  latter  left  Ron-iC,  a  (hort  time  before  the  expiration  of  his 
confulfliip  the  laft  year,  in  order  to  be  beforehand  with 
Caffius  in  getting  poffeffion  of  this  government :  and  it  is  iu 
allufion  to  this  circumftance  that  the  humour  of  the  prefen?. 
pafliage,  Aich  as  it  is,  confilis. 

S  to 
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to  be  ferious:  both  you  and  Brutus  are  men- A.u.710. 
tioned  with  the  highefl  applaufe  j  as  it  is  gene- 
rally fuppofed  that  each  of  you  has  drawn  toge- 
ther an  army  far  beyond  our  expeflations. — — 
I  would  add  more,  if  I  knew  with  certainty  the 
fituation  of  yourfelf  and  your  affairs :  but  I 
hazard  this  letter  merely  upon  the  doubtful  cre- 
dit of  common  fame.  It  is  with  great  impa- 
tience therefore  that  I  wait  for  better  intelligence 
from  your  own  hand.     Farewel. 

LETTER      VII. 
To    Trebonius'^. 

WOULD  to  Heaven  you  had  invited  me  to 
that  noble  feafl  which  you  made  on  the 
ides  of  March :  no  remnants,  mod  afluredly, 
Ihould  have  been  left  behind  ^.  Whereas  the 
part  you  unluckily  fpared  gives  us  fo  much  per- 
plexity, that  we  find  fomething  to  regret  even  in 
the  godlike  fervice  which  you  and  your  illuftri- 
ous  aiTociates  ha\'e  lately  rendered  to  the  republic. 
To  fay  the  truth,  when  I  reflect  that  it  is  owing 
to  the  favour  of  fo  worthy  a  man  as  yourfelf,  that 
Antony  now  lives  to  be  our  general  bane  ;  I  am 

'  He  was  at  this  time  in  Afia  Minor :  of  which  province 
he  was  governor.     See  rem.  8.  p.  99.  of  this  vol. 

•  See  rem.  9.  on  the  preceding  letter. 

O  2  fome- 
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A.u.  710.  fomedmes  inclined  to  be  a  little  angry  with  you 
for  taking  him  afide  when  C^far  fell  '  :  as  by  this 
mean  you  have  occafioned  more  trouble  to  myfelf 
in  particular,  than  to  all  the  reft  of  the  whole  com- 
munity.  From  the  very  firft  moment  indeed  that 
Antony's   ignominious  departure  from  Rome  "j 
had  left  the  fenate  uncontrouled  in  its  delibera- 
tions,I  reffumed  the  fpirit  which  you  and  that  in- 
flexible patriot  your  father  werewontto  efteemand 
applaud.     Accordingly,  the  tribunes  of  the  peo- 
ple having  fummoned  the  fenate  to  meet  on  the 
2.0th  of  December,  upon  other  matters^;  I  feifed 
that  opportunity  of  taking  the  whole  ftate  of  the 
republic  into  confideration  ^ :  and  more  by  the 

'  As  it  had  been  refolved  in  a  council  of  the  confpirators, 
that  Antony's  life  fhould  be  fpared,  they  did  not  choofe  he 
fhould  be  prefent  when  they  executed  their  defign  upon  Cae- 
far ;  probably  left  he  fhould  attempt  to  affill  his  friend,  and 
by  that  means  occafion  them  to  fpill  more  blood  than  they 
intended.  For  this  reafon  Trebonius  held  Antony  in  dif- 
couife  at  the  entrance  into  the  fenate,  till  the  reft  of  the  con- 
fpirators had  finifhed  their  work.  Dio.p.  249.  ?lut,  in  ijit. 
Brut. 

*  Upon  the  news  that  two  of  the  four  legions  from  Brun- 
difium  [fee  rem.  4.  p.  152.  of  this  vol.]  had  adlually  declared 
for  Odavius  and  ported  themfelves  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Rome,  Antony  left  the  city  with  great  precipitation ;  and 
putting  himfelf  at  the  head  of  his  army,  marched  diredlly 
in  order  to  wreft  Cifalpine  Gaul  out  of  the  hands  of  Deci- 
mus  Brutus.  Cicero,  who  was  at  this  time  in  the  country, 
took  the  opportunity  of  Antony's  abfence  to  return  to  Rome  : 
where  he  arrived  on  the  9th  of  December  in  the  preceding 
year,  about  a  month  or  two,  'tis  probable,  before  he  wrote 
the  prefent  letter.     See  LifeofCic.  iii,  97. 

9  It  was  upon  this  occafion  that  Cicero  fpoke  his  third 
Philippic. 

seal 
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zeal  than  the  eloquence  of  my  fpeech,  I  revived  a.u. 710. 
the  drooping  fpirits  of  that  opprelTed  affembly, 
and  awakened  in  them  all  their  former  vigour.  It 
was  owins;  to  the  ardour  with  which  I  thus  con- 
tended  in  the  debates  of  this  day,  that  the  people 
of  Rome  firft  conceived  a  hope  of  recovering  their 
liberties  :  and  to  this  great  point  ail  my  thoughts 
and  all  my  adlions  have  ever  fince  been  perpetual- 
ly direfted.     Thus  important  however  as  my  oc- 
cupations are,  I  would  enter  into  a  full  detail  of 
our  proceedings,  if  I  did  not  imagine  that  pub- 
lic tranfadtions  of  every  kind  are  tranfmitted  to 
you  by  other  hands.     From  them  therefore  you 
will    receive    a    more    particular    information; 
whilft  I  content  myfelf  v/ith  giving  you  a  fhort 
and  general  fketch  of  our  prefent  circumftances 
and  fituation.     I  muft  inform  you  then,  we  have 
a  fenate  that  a6ls  with  fpirit ;  but  that  as  to  thofe 
of  confular  dignity,  part  of  them  want  the  cou- 
rage to   exert  themfelves    in    the  manner  they 
ought,  and  the  reft  are  ili-afFe6led  to  the  repub- 
lic.    The  death  of  Servius  '  is  a  great  lofs    to 
lis.     Lucius   Csfar  ",    tho'   he  is  altogether  in 

*  Servius  Sulpicius  :  to  whom  feveral  letters  in  the  fore- 
going part  of  this  colleftion  are  addrefled.  He  was  one, 
and  the  moll  confiderable,  of  the  three  confulars  whom  the 
fenate  had  lately  deputed  to  Antony  :  but  very  unfortunate- 
ly for  that  embafTy,  he  died  jull  as  he  arrived  in  Antony's 
camp.    P/^zI.  ix.  I. 

*  See  rem.  5.  p.  94.  of  this  vol, 

O  3  the 
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A.U.710.  the  intereft  of  liberty,  yet  in  tendernefs  to  his 
nephew  '  does  not  concur  in  any  very  vigo- 
rous meafure.  The  confuls  ^  in  the  mean  time 
deferve  the  higheft  commendations  :  I  muft 
mention  Decimus  Brutus  likewife  with  much  ap- 
plaufe.  The  condud  of  young  Cselar  alfo  is 
equally  laudable :  and  I  perfuade  myfelf  that 
we  have  reafon  to  hope  he  will  complete  the  work 
he  has  begun.  This  at  leaft  is  certain,  that  if 
he  had  not  been  fo  extremely  expeditious  in 
raifing  the  veteran  forces  ',  and  if  two  legions 
had  not  defer  ted  to  him  from  Antony's  army, 
there  is  nothing  fo  cruel  or  fo  flagitious  which 

the  latter  would  not  have  committed. But  as 

thefe  are  articles  which  I  fuppofe  you  are  already 
apprifed  of,  I  only  juft  mention  them  in  order  to 
confirm  them. 

You  Ihall   hear  farther  from  me,    whenever 
I  can  find  a  more  leifure  moment.     Farewel. 

3  Antony. 

*  Hirtius  and  Panfa. 

•  See  rem.  7.  p.  162.  of  this  vol. 


LET^ 
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LETTER    VIII. 

To  CaiusCassius. 

IT  is  owing,  I  imagine,  to  the  difficulty  of  for-  A.u.710* 
warding  any  difpatches  during  the  winter  '" 
feafon,  that  we  have  yet  received  no  certain  in- 
telligence of  what  you  are  doing,  nor  even  know 
in  what  part  of  the  world  you  are  placed.  It  is 
iiniverfally  reported  however  (tho'  more  I  believe 
from  what  people  wilh,  than  from  what  they 
have  fufficient  grounds  to  affert)  that  you  have 
raifed  an  army  and  are  adlually  in  Syria  :  a  re- 
port which  the  more  eafily  gains  credit,  as  it  ap- 
pears to  be  extremely  probable. 

Our  friend  Brutus  has  acquired  great  honour  by 
his  late  glorious  and  unexpe6led  atchievements  ^ ; 
not  only  as  being  in  themfelves  extremely  de- 
firable  to  the  friends  of  liberty,  but  from  the 
wonderful  expedition  likewife  with  which  he  per- 
formed them.  If  it  be  true  therefore  that  you 
are  in  pofleffion  of  thofe  provinces  we  imagine ; 
the  republic   is  very  powerfully  fupported :  as 

'  He  had  lately  Tent  an  account  to  the  fenate  of  his  fuccefs 
againft  Caius  the  brother  of  Mark  Antony;  having  forced 
him  to  retire  with  a  few  cohorts  to  Apollonia,  and  fecured 
Macedonia,  Illyricum,  and  Greece,  together  with  the  feve- 
ral  armies  in  thofe  countries,  to  the  intereft  of  the  republic. 
Fid.  Philip,  X. 

O  4  that 
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A.u.  710.  that  whole  tra6t  of  country  which  extends  from 
the  nearefl  coail  of  Greece  as  far  as  Egypt,  is 
upon  this  fuppofition  in  the  hands  of  two  the 
mofl  faithful  friends  of  the  commonwealth.  Ne- 
verthelefs  if  my  judgment  does  not  deceive  me, 
the  event  of  this  war  depends  entirely  upon  De- 
cimus  Brutus  :  for  if  he  Ihould  be  able  to  force 
his  way  out  of  Mutina,  (as  we  have  reafon  to 
hope)  it  will  in  all  probability  be  totally  at  an  end. 
There  are  now  indeed  but  few  troops  employ- 
ed in  carrying  on  that  fiege :  as  Antony  has  fent 
a  large  detachment  to  keep  poffeHion  of  Bono- 
nia  ^  In  the  mean  while  our  friend  Hirtius  is 
pofled  at  Ciaterna  ^,  and  Csefar  at  Forumx-Corne- 
lii  ^  each  of  them  at  the  head  of  a  very  confl- 
derable  army :  at  the  fame  time  that  Panfa  is 
railing  at  Rome  a  large  body  of  Italian  troops. 
But  the  feafon  of  the  year  has  hitherto  prevented 
their  entering  upon  adion  :  and  indeed  Hirtius 
appears  by  the  feveral  letters  I  have  received 
from  him,  to  be  determined  to  take  all  his  rriea- 
fures  with  the  utmoft  precaution. 

Both  the  Gauls,  excepting  only  the  cities  of 
Bononia,  Regium,  and  Parma,  are  zealoufly  af- 
fedled  to  the  republic :  as  are  alfo  your  clients 

*  Bologna, 
'  Quaderna.  *~''     ^■•— — 

•  Imola, 
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on  the  other  fide  the  Po.     The  fenate  likewife  is  A.u.yio. 
firm  in  the  caufe  of  liberty  :    but  when  I  fay  the 
fenate,  I  muft  exclude  all  of  confular  rank,  ex- 
cept Lucius  Csefar,  who  indeed  is  faithfully  at- 
tached to  the  intereft  of  the  commonwealth.    The 
death  of  Servius  Sulpicius  has  deprived  us  of  a 
very  powerful  aflbciate.     As  for  the  reft  of  the 
confulars  ;  part  of  them  are  ill-afFefted  to  the  re- 
public, others  want  fpirit  to  fupport  its  caufe, 
and  fome  there  are  who  look  with  envy  on  thofe 
patriot  citizens  whofe  condud  they  fee  diftin- 
guiflied  by  the  public  applaufe.     The  populace 
however,  both  in  Rome  and  throughout  all  Italy, 
are  wonderAjUy  unanimous  in  the  common  caufe. 
. — I  have  nothing  farther,  I  think,  to  add,  but 
my  wiflies  that  your  heroic  virtues  may  fhine  out 
upon  us  from  yon  eaftern  regions,  in  all  their 
enlivening  warmth  and  luftre.     Farewel. 


LETTER     IX. 

To  Lucius  Papirius  P^etus  ''. 

I  Have  received  a  fecond  letter  from  you,  con-, 
cerning  your  friend  Rufus  :  and  fince  you  in- 
tereft yourfelf  thus  warmly  in  his  behalf,  you 
might  depend  upon  my  utmoft  afliftance,  even  if 

'  See  rem.  1.  p.  15,  vol.  ii. 


102  The     letters      Book  XIII. 

A.u.7,0.  he  had  done  me  an  injury.  But  I  am  perfedly 
fenfible  from  thofe  letters  of  his  which  you  com- 
municated to  me,  as  well  as  from  your  own,  how 
much  my  welfare  has  been  his  concern.  I  cannot 
therefore  refufe  him  my  fiiendly  offices,  not  only 
in  regard  to  your  recommendation^  which  has  all 
the  weight  with  me  it  ought,  but  in  compliance 
alfo  with  my  own  inclinations.  I  mull  acknow- 
ledge that  it  v/as  his  and  your  letters,  my  dear 
P^tus,  which  firll  put  me  upon  my  guard  againft 
the  defigns  that  were  formed  to  deflroy  me  \  I 
afterwards  indeed  received  intelligence  from  fe- 
veral  other  hands  to  the  fame  effed:,  and  particu- 
larly of  the  confultations  that  were  held  concern- 
ing me  both  at  Aquinium  and  Fabrateria^ :  of 
which  meetings,  I  find,  you  were  likewife  ap- 
prifcd.  One  would  imagine  that  this  party  had 
forefeen  how  miuch  I  Hiould  embarrafs"  their 
fchemes,  by  the  induflry  they  employed  jn  order 
to  compafs  miy  deftruftion  :  and  as  I  had  not  the 
leafl  fufpicion  of  their  purpofes,  I  might  incau- 

•  This  probably  alludes  to  foine  defign  of  the  veteran  Sol- 
diers againft  Cicero's  life  :  as  it  appears  from  a  letter  to  At- 
ticus  written  foon  after  Coefar's  death,  that  our  author  had 
been  cautioned  not  to  trull  himfelf  in  Rome  on  account  of 
the  danger  to  which  he  would  be  expofed  from  the  infolence 
of  thofe  troops.   ■  fid.  Jd  At.  xv.  5. 

•  Thefe  towns  were  fituated  in  Latium,  or  what  is  now 
called  the  Campagna  di  Roma.  They  {till  fubfift  under  the 
names  of  Jquhio  and  Fabratera, 

tioufly 
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tioufly  have  fallen  into  their  fnares,  if  it  had  not  A.U.710. 
been  for  the  admonitions  you  fent  me  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  information  you  had  received  from 
Rufus.  Your  friend  therefore  wants  no  advocate 
with  me  for  my  good  offices :  and  I  wilh  the 
republic  may  be  in  fo  happy  a  fituation,  as  to  af- 
ford me  an  opportunity  of  giving  him  the  mod 
fubflantial  proofs  of  my  gratitude. 

But  to  difmifs  this  fubjeft :  I  am  forry  you  no 
longer  frequent  the  fellive  tables  of  your  friends ; 
as  you  cannot  renounce  thefe  parties  of  good 
chear,  without  depriving  yourfelf  of  a  very 
exquifite  gratification.  And  to  tell  you  the 
truth,  I  am  forry  likewife  upon  another  account: 
as  I  am  afraid  you  will  lofe  the  little  knowledge 
you  had  acquired  in  the  art  of  cookery,  and  be 
abfolutely  at  a  lofs  how  to  fet  forth  a  tolerable 
fupper.  For  as  you  made  no  very  confiderable 
improvements  in  this  fafhionable  fcience,  even 
when  you  had  many  curious  models  for  your 
imitations  what  flrange  aukward  things  muft 
your  entertainments  prove  now,  that  you  enjoy 
no  longer  the  fame  advantages  ?  When  I  in- 
formed Spurinna  '  of  this  wonderful  revolution 
in  the  fyftem  of  your  affairs,  he  fhook  his  pro- 
phetic head,  and  declared  that  it  portended  fome 

'  A  celebrated  diviner  :  who  is  faid  to  have  fprevvarned 
Caifar  of  the  ides  of  March,     Suet,  in  Jul,  gi , 

terrible 


204  The     LETTERS       Book  Xllf. 

A.U. 710.  terrible  difafter  to  the  commonwealth;  unlefsy 
faid  he,  this  extraordinary  phcTnom.enon  be  occa- 
fioned   by  the  prefent  cold  weather,   and  your 
friend  fhould  retur«  with  the  zephyrs  to  his  ac- 
cuftomed  train  of  life.     But  without  a  joke,  my 
dear  Pstus,  I  would  advife  you  to  fpend  your 
time  in   the  chearful  fociety  of  a  fet  of  wor- 
thy and  agreeable  friends :   as  there  is  nothing, 
in  my  eftimation,  that  more  effedually  contri- 
butes to  the  happinefs  of  human  life.     When 
I  fay  this,  I  do  not  mean  with  refped  to  the  fen- 
fual  gratifications  of  die  palate,  but  with  regard 
to  that  pleafing  relaxation  of  the  mind  which  is 
bell  produced  by  the  frtedom  of  focial  converfe, 
and  which  is  always  mofl  agreeable  at  the  hour 
of  m.eals.     For  this  reafon  the  Latin  language  is 
much  happier,   I  think,  than  the  Greek,  in  the 
term  it  employs  to  exprefs  affemblies  of  this  fort. 
Jn  the  latter  they  are  called  by  a  word  which  fig- 
nifies  compotations ;  whereas  in  ours  they  are  more 
emphatically  ftiled  convivial mttimg^-.  intimating 
that  it  is  in  a  communication  of  this  nature,  that 
life  is  mofc  truly  enjoyed.     You  fee  I  am  endea- 
vouring to  bring  philolbphy  to  my  afliftance  in  re- 
calling you  to  the  tables  of  your  friends :   and 
indeed  I  prefcribe  them  as  the  bell  recipe  for  the 
rc-eftablifhment  of  your  health. 
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Do  not  imagine,  my  friend,  from  my  writing  A.u./io 
in  this  (train  of  pleafantr^',  that  I  have  renounced 
my  cares  for  the  republic.  Be  aflured,  on  the 
contrary,  that  it  is  the  fole  and  unintermitted  buii- 
nefs  of  my  life  to  fecure  to  my  fellow-citizens  the 
fuU  poffeflion  of  their  liberties :  to  which  end 
my  admonitions,  my  labours,  and  the  utmoft 
powers  of  my  mind,  are  upon  all  occafions  un- 
weariedly  employed.  In  a  word,  it  is  my  firm 
perfuafion,  that  if  I  iliould  die  a  martyr  to  thefe 
patriot-endeavours,  I  fhall  finilh  my  days  in  the 
iTiofl:  glorious  manner.  Again  and  again  I  bid 
yGu  farewel. 

LETTER    X. 

Caius  Cassius,  Proconful,  to  Cicero. 

I  Am  to  inform  you  of  my  arrival  in  Syria : 
where  I  have  joined  the  generals  Lucius 
Murcus  and  Quintus  Crifpus  *.  Thefe  brave  and 
worthy  citizens,  having  been  made  acquainted 
with  what  has  lately  palTed  in  Rome^  imm.ediate- 
ly  refigned  their  armies  to  my  comm.and :  and 
with  great  zeal  and  fpirit  co-operate  with  me  in 

*  '*  They  had  been  prEtors,  A.U.  708.  Caefar  fent  the 
*•  former  into  Syria,  and  the  latter  into  Bithynia,  with  pro- 
«*  coofular  aiithority."    Dio.  xlvii.  Afpian.  iii.    Mr.  Rofs, 

the 
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A.U.  710.  the  fervlce  of  the  republic.  Aulus  AUienus  has 
delivered  to  me  the  four  legions  which  he  brought 
from  Egypt ' :  the  legion  which  was  commanded 
by  Caecilius  Baffus  '^  has  likewife  joined  me. 
And  now  it  is  unneceflary,  I  am  perfuaded,  that  I 
jfhould  exhort  you  to  defend  the  intereft  both  of 
myfelf  and  of  the  commonwealth  to  the  utmoft 
of  your  abilities :  but  it  may  animate  your  zeal 
and  your  hopes  to  be  aflured,  that  a  powerful  ar- 
my is  not  wanting  to  fupport  the  fenate  and  its 
friends,  in  the  caufe  of  liberty.  For  the  reft,  I 
refer  you  to  Lucius  Carteius,  whom  I  have  di- 
re6i:ed  to  confer  with  you  upon  my  affairs.  Fare- 
wel. 

From  my  camp  at  Tarichea  %  March  the  7  th. 

3  *'  Alllenus  was  lieutenant  to  Dolabella,  by  whom  he 
**  was  fent  into  Egypt  in  order  to  condudl  thofe  legions 
**  Into  Syria.  He  accordingly  executed  his  commiflion : 
"  butinfiead  of  delivering  thefe  troops  to  Dolabella,  he  wenc 
•*  over  with  them  to  Caflius."     ^artier, 

<♦  See  rem.  7.  p.  65.  of  this  vol. 

5  Situated  upon  the  lake  of  Genefaret  in  Galilee. 


LET, 
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L  E  T  T  E  R    XI. 

AsiNius  PoLuo^  to  Cicero. 

"XT  O  U  mufl  not  wonder  that  you  have  heard  a.u. 710. 
-■■  nothing  from  me  in  relation  to  public  af- 
fairs, fince  the  breaking  out  of  the  war.  Our 
couriers  have  always  found  it  difficult  to  pafs  un- 
molefted  through  the  fereft  of  Caflulo  ^ :  but  it 
is  now  more  than  ever  infefted  with  robbers, 
Thefe  banditti  howTver,  are  by  no  means  tlie 
principal  obftmftion  to  our  intercourfe  with 
Rome  :  as  the  mails  are  perpetually  fearched  and 

*  Afinlus  PoIHo  was  in  every  refped,  one  of  the  moll  ac- 
complished perfons  among  his  contemporaries.  His  extenfive 
genius  was  equal  to  all  the  nobler  branches  of  polite  litera- 
ture, and  he  gave  the  moft  applauded  proofs  of  his  talents  as 
a  poet,  an  orator,  and  an   hiftorian.     He  united  the  mofl 
lively  and  pleafing  vein  of  wit  and  pleafantry,  with  all  that 
flrength  and  folidity  of  underftanding  which  is  neceffary  to 
render  a  man  of  weight  in  the  more  ferious  and  important 
occafions  of  life  :  in  allufion  to  which  uncommon  aflemblage    ' 
of  qualities  it  was  faid  of  him,  that  he  was  a  man  omnium  bo' 
rarum.     It  is  to  be  regretted  that  a  charafter  fo  truly  brilli- 
ant on  the  intelleftual  fide,  fhould  fhine  with  lefs  luftre  in  a 
moral  view.     'Tis  evident  however  from  the  prefent  epiftle, 
that  in  taking  part  with  Csfar  againft  Pompey,  private  confi- 
derations  were  of  more  force  with  him  than  public  utility, 
and  determined  him  to  fupport  a  caufe  which  his  heart  con- 
demned. This  letter  was  written  from  the  farther  Spain  :  of 
which  province  Csefar  a  Ihort  time  before  his  death  had  ap- 
pointed Pollio  governor. 

^  A  city  antiently  of  great  note :  at  prefent  it  is  only  a 
fmall  village  called  Cazaria,  in  the  province  of  New  Caftile 
n  Spain. 

detained 
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A.u.  710.  detained  by  the  foldiers  that  are  pofted  for  that 
^  purpofe  by  both  parties  in  every  quarter  of  the 
country.  Accordingly  if  I  had  not  received  let- 
ters by  a  fhip  which  lately  arrived  in  this  river  % 
I  lliould  have  been  utterly  ignorant  of  what  haa 
been  tranfa6ted  in  your  part  of  the  world.  But 
now  that  a  communication  by  fea  is  thus  opened 
between  us,  I  fhall  frequently,  and  with  great 
pleafure,  embrace  the  opportunity  of  correfpond- 
ing  with  you. 

Believe  me,  there  is  no  danger  of  my  being 
influenced  by  the  perfuafions  of  the  perfon  you 
mention ".  As  much  as  the  world  abhors  him, 
he  is  far  from  being  detefted  to  that  degree  which 
I  know  he  deferv€s :  and  I  have  fo  ftrong  an  a- 
verfion  to  the  man,  that  I  would  upon  no  confi- 
deration  bear  a  part  in  any  meafures  wherein  he  i& 
concerned  '.  Inclined  both  by  my  temper 
and  m.y  ftudies  to  be  the  friend  of  tranquillity 
and  freedom,  I  frequently  and  bitterly  lamented 
our  late  unhappy  civil  wars.     But  as  the  for- 

•  The  Quadalquivir :  upon  which  the  city  of  Corduba, 
from  whence  this  letter  is  dated,  was  fituated. 

»  Antony;  as  Manutius  conjeftures :  the'  fome  of  the 
commentators,  with   greater  probability,    fuppofe  that  h« 
•tneans  Lepidus.     Vid.  Epijl.  Famil.  x.  11.  &  15. 

*  Nothing  could  be  more  infincerc,  it  ihould  feem,  than 
thefe  profeffions  :  as  it  is  probable  that  Pollio  was  at  this  time 
determined  to  join  Antony.  It  is  certain  at  lead  that  he  did 
fo  foon  afterwards,  and  carried  with  him  the  troops  under 
his  command.     Patenul.  ii.  63. 

rnidablc 
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midable  enemies  which  I  had  among  both  par-  A.u.  710 
ties,  rendered  it  altogether  unfafe  for  me  to  re- 
main neuter ;  fo  t  would  not  take  up  arms  on 
that  fide  where  I  knew  I  Jhould  be  perpetually 
expofed  to  the  infidious  arts  of  my  capital  adver- 
fary  *.  But  tho'  my  inclinations  were  not  with 
the  party  I  joined  i  my  fpirit  however  would  not 
fuffer  me  to  ftand  undiftinguifhed  among  them  : 
in  confequence  of  which  I  was  forward  to  engage 
in  all  the  dangers  of  the  caufe  I  had  efpoufed. 
"With  refpe(5t  to  Crefar  himfelf,  I  will  confefs 
that  I  loved  him  with  the  higheft  arid  mofl  in- 
violable affeftion  :  and  indeed  I  had  reafon.  For 
notwithftanding  his  acquaintance  with  me  com- 
menced fo  late  as  when  he  was  in  the  height  of 
his  power ;  yet  he  admitted  me  into  the  fame 
fhare  of  his  friendlhip,  as  if  I  had  been  in  the 
number  of  thofe  with  whom  he  had  lived  in  the 
longeft  intimacy.  Neverthelefs,  as  often  as  I 
was  at  liberty  to  follow  my  own  fentiments,  I 
endeavoured  that  my  condud  fhourd  be  fuch  as 
every  honeft  man  mufb  approve :  and  whenever 
I  was  obliged  to  execute  the  orders  I  received, 
it  v/as  in  a  manner  that  evidently  difcovered  how 

'  The  perfon  hinted  at  is,  perhaps,  Cato  :  as  Follio  haJ 
early  diilinguifiied  his  enmity  towards  that  mofl  illuftrious 
of  Romans  by  a  public  impeachment.  Vid.  Dial,  dt  Caytf, 
Corrupt.  Eloquent.  3-^, 

Vol.  IlL  P  much 
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A.U.710.  much  my  a6tIons  were  at  variance  with  my  heart. 
The  unjufl  odium,  however,  that  I  incurred  by 
thefe  unavoidable  compliances,  might  well  teach 
me  the  true  value  of  liberty,  and  how  wretched 
a  condition  it  is  to  live  under  the  government  of 
a  defpotic  power.  If  any  attempts  therefore  are- 
carrying  on  to  reduce  us  a  fecond  time  under  the 
dominion  of  a  lingle  perfon,  whoever  that  fingle 
perfon  may  be,  I  declare  myfelf  his  irreconcile- 
able  enemy.  The  truth  is,  there  is  no  danger 
fo  o-reat  that  I  would  not  chearfully  hazard  for 
the  fupport  of  our  common  liberties.  But  the 
eonfuls  have  not  thought  proper  to  fignify  to  me 
either  by  any  decree  of  th€  fenate,  or  by  their 
private  letters,  in  what  manner  I  fnould  ad:  ia^ 
the  prefent  conjunfture.  I  have  received  indeed 
only  one  letter  from  Panfa  fince  the  ides  of 
March :  by  which  he  advifed  me  to  affure  the 
fenate,  that  I  was  ready  to  employ  the  forces 
under  my  command  in  any  fervice  they  fhould- 
require.  But  this  would  have  been  a  very  im- 
prudent declaration  at  a  time  when  Lepidus  had 
profeffed  in  his  public  fpeeches,.as  well'  as  in  the 
letters  he  wrote  to  all  his  friends,  that  he  con- 
curred in  Antony's  meafures.  For  could  I  pof- 
fibly,  without  the  confent  of  the  former,  find 
means  to  fubfift  my  army  in  their  march  thro* 

his 
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His  provinces?  But  granting  that  I  could  have  A.u. 710.' 
furmounted  this  difficulty,  I  muft  have  conquered 
another  and  a  ftill  greater  :  as  nothing  lefs  than 
a  pair  of  wings  could  have  rendered  it  pra£li- 
cable  for  me  to  have  crolTed  the  Alps,  whilft 
every  pafs  was  guarded  by  the  troops  of  Lepidus. 
Add  to  this,  that  I  could  by  no  means  convey 
any  difpatches  to  Rome :  as  the  couriers  were 
not  only  expofed  in  a  thoufand  different  places  to 
the  danger  of  being  plundered,  but  were  detained 
likewife  by  the  exprefs  orders  of  Lepidus  '.  It  is 
well  known,  however,  that  I  publicly  declared  at 
Gorduba,  that  it  was  my  refolution  not  to  refign 
this  province  into  any  other  hands  than  thofe 
which  the  fenatc  fliould  appoint :  not  to  mention 
how  ftrenuoufly  I  withftood  all  the  applications 
that  were  made  to  me  for  parting  with  the  thir- 
tieth legion.  I  could  not  indeed  have  given  it 
up,  without  dcprivirrg  myfelf  of  a  very  confider- 
able  Itrength  for  the  defence  of  the  republic  :  as 
there  are  no  troops  in  the  whole  world  that  are 
animated  with  a  braver  or  more  martial  fpiric 
than  thofe  of  which  this  legion  is  compofed. 
Upon  the  whole,  I  hope  you  will  do  me  the 
juftice  to  believe,  in  the  firft  place,  that  I  am 
extrem.ely  defirous  of  prefcrving  the  public  tran- 
quillity ;  as  there  is  nothing  I  m.ore  fincerely  wiHi 

^  Lepidus  was  governor  of  that  part  of  Spain  which  lay 
neareft  to  Icaly.     t>ee  rem.  ^  on  letter  14.  of  this  book. 

P  2  tharc 
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A.U.  710.  than  the  fafety  of  all  my  fellow-citizens  :  and 
in  the  next  place,  that  I  am  determined  to  vin- 
dicate my  own  and  my  country's  rights. 

It  gives  me  greater  fatisfadior^  than  you  cao; 
well  imagine,  that  you  admit  my  friend  into  x 
lliare  of  your  intimacy.  Shall  I  own-  neverthe- 
lefs,  that  I  cannot  think  of  him  as  the  compa- 
nion of  your  walks,  and  as  bearing  a  part  in  the 
pleafantry  of  your  converfation,  without  feeling 
fome  emotions  of  envy?  This  is  a  privileges- 
believe  me,  which  I  infinitely  value :  as  you  fliall 
moft  afluredly  experience  by  my  devoting  the 
whole  of  my  time  to  your  company,  if  ever  we 
fliould  live  to  fee  peace  reftored  to  the  republic. 

I  am  much  furprifed  that  you  did  not  mention 
in  your  letter,  whether  it  would  be  moft  fatif- 
fadory  to  the  fenate  that  I  fhould  remain  in  this. 
province,  or  march  into  Italy.  If  I  were  to  con- 
fider  only  my  own  eafe  and  fafety,  I  fhould 
certainly  continue  here  :  but  as  in  the  prefent 
conjunfhire  the  republic  has  more  occafion  for 
legions  than  for  provinces,  (efpecially  as  the  lofs 
of  the  latter  may  with  great  eafe  be  recovered)  I 
have  determined  to  move  towards  Italy  with  my 
troops.  For  the  reft,  I  refer  you  to  the  letter  I 
have  written  to  Panfa :  a  copy  of  which  I  here-^ 
with  tranfnait  to  you.     Farewel. 

Cordubaj  March  the  16th.. 

LET- 
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LETTER    XII. 
To    Caius    Cassius: 

YOU  will  receive  a  full  account  of  the  A. u.  710, 
prefent  fituation  of  affairs  from  Tidius 
Strabo :  a  perfon  of  great  merit,  and  extremely 
well-affe<5led  to  the  republic.  Need  I  add  how 
ftrong  his  attachment  likewife  is  to  yourfeif, 
when  it  thus  evidently  appears  by  his  leaving  his 
family  and  his  fortunes  in  order  to  follow  you  ? 
For  the  fame  reafon  I  forbear  to  follicit  your 
good  offices  in  his  behalf:  as  I  am  perfuaded 
you  will  think  his  coming  to  you  a  lufficient 
recommendation  to  your  favour. 

If  any  misfortune  ihould  attend  our  arms,  be 
affured  that  the  friends  of  the  republic  have  no 
other  refource  left  than  in  you  and  Marcus  Bru- 
tus. We  are  at  this  junfture  indeed  in  the  mod 
imminent  danger :  as  it  is  with  great  difficulty 
that  Decimus  Brutus  ftill  holds  out  at  Mutina. 
However,  if  he  fhould  be  fpeedily  relieved,  v/c 
may  look  upon  vi6tory  as  our  own  :  if  not,  let 
me  repeat  it  again,  every  friend  of  liberty  will 
fly  for  refuge  to  Brutus  and  to  you.  Ma/ 
you  ftand  ready  then  with  all  that  fpirit 
which  is  neceffary    for   the  full   and  complete 

■     P  3  deli- 
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A.u.  710.  deliverance   of   our   diflrefled   country  !    Fare- 
wel. 


LETTER    X|II. 

To    P  L  A  N  C  U  S. 

H  E  account  that  Furnius  gave  us  of  your 
difpofition  towards  the  republic,  afiPorded 
the  higheft  fatisfaftion  both  to  the  fenate  and  the 
people.     But  your  letter  which  was  afterwards 
read  in  the  fenate,  feemed  by  no  means  to  com- 
port with  thofe  fentiments  our  friend  had  thus  re- 
prefented  you  as  entertaining.     At  the  very  time 
indeed  when  your  illuftrious  collegue  is  fuftaining 
a  fiege  from  a  lawlefs  crew  of  the  moft  worthlefs 
villains,  you  do  not  fcruple  to  advife  us  to  peace. 
But  if  peace  is  their  fincere  defire,  let  them  im  • 
mediately  lay  down  their  arms,  and  fue  for  it  in 
a  proper  manner  :   otherwife  they  muft  exped  to 
obtain  it,   not  by  treaty,  be  afiured,   but  by  the 
fword  alone.     But!  leave  it  to  Furnius  and  your 
worthy  brother  to  acquaint  you  with  the  recep- 
tion which  your  letter  upon  this  fubjeft,   as  well 
as  that  of  Lepidus,  met  with  from  the  fenate. 
Mean  while,  notwithftanding  you  are  well  quali- 
fied to  be  your  own  advifer,  and  that  it  will  foon 
be  in  your  power  likewife  to  haverecourfe  to  the 

faithful 
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faithful  and  friendly  counfels  of  Furnius  andA.u.  7i( 
your  brother  -,  yet,  in  compliance  with  that  af- 
fe(5tion  to  which  you  have  fo  many  pov,^erfui 
claims,  I  cannot  forbear  fending  you  a  few  ad- 
monitions. Believe  me  then,  my  dear  Plancus, 
whatever  honours  you  have  hitherto  acquired, 
(and  you  have  acquired  in  truth  the  highell) 
they  will  be  confidered  as  fo  many  vain  and 
empty  titles,  unlefs  you  dignify  them  by  joining 
in  the  defence  both  of  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
and  the  authority  of  the  fenate.  Let  me  conjure 
you  therefore  to  feparate  yourfelf  from  thofe 
affociates  with  whom  you  have  hitherto  been 
united,  not  by  choice  indeed  but  by  the  general 
attraction  of  a  prevailing  party.  It  has  been  the 
fortune  of  many,  as  it  will  probably  be  yours, 
to  exercife  the  fupreme  magiftracy  during  times 
Q.{  public  commotions :  but  not  one  of  this 
number  ever  derived  to  himfelf  that  efleeni 
and  veneration  which  naturally,  flov/s  from  the 
confular  dignity,  who  had  not  difcinguiflieti  his 
adminiftration  by  an  a6tive  and  zealous  regard 
for  the  interells  of  the  commonwealth.  To  this 
€nd  it  is  necefiary,  that  you  renounce  the  fociety 
of  thofe  impious  citizens,  whofe  principles  are 
far  different  from  your  own ;  that  you  fhew 
yourfelf  the  friend,  the  guide,  and  the  protedor 
of  all  thofe  who  are  faithfully  attached  to  our 

P  4  con- 
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A.u.  710.  conftitution  ;  and  in  fine,  that  you  be  well  per- 
fuaded  that  the  re-eftablifhrnent  of  the  public 
tranquillity  confifls,  not  merely  in  laying  down 
cur  arms,  but  in  being  fecure  from  all  reafonable 
apprehenfion  of  their  ever  being  refumed  to  en- 
flave  us  again.     Thus  to  think  and  thus  to  act, 
will  render  your  chara6ler  both  as  a  conful  and 
a  confular,   moft  truly  illuftrious  :    but  if  you 
fliould  fteer  yourfelf  by  other  maxims  and  by 
other  meafures,   you  will  poffefs  thofe  exalted 
di(lin6lions,   not  only  without  honour,  but  with 
the  utmoft  difgrace. 

And  now,  if  1  have  expreffed  my  fentiments 
with  fomewhat  more  than  ordinary  ferioufnefs, 
im.pute  it  to  the  zeal  of  my  aifeftion  towards  you ; 
affuring  yourfelf  at  the  fame  time,  that  you  will 
cndoubtedly  find  my  advice  is  founded  on  truth, 
if  you  make  the  experiment  in  a  manner  worthy 
of  your  charader.  Farewel. 
March  the  20th. 


LET- 
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LETTER      XIV. 
To  Le  P  I  D  u  s  *. 

THE   fingular  regard  I  bear  ycu,   renders  a.u. 7;©, 
it  greatly  my  concern  that  you  fhould  be 
diflinguifhed  with  the  highefl  dignities  of  the  re- 

=*  Marcus  -^milius  Lepidus  was  defcended  from  one  of 

the  nobleft   and  moft  ancient  families  in  Rome  :    and  he 

was  himfelf  diftinguifhed  with  fome  of  the  moft  honourable 

ports  in  the  republic.     He  ftood  high  in  the  confidence  and 

friendfliip    of  Julius   Caefar  :    who    when   he    was   didtator 

named  him  for  the  matter  of  the  horfe  ;  when  he  was  con- 

ful,  in  the  year   707,  declared  him  his  collegue ;  and  who 

a  (hort  time   before  his  death  appointed  him  governor  of 

the  nearer  Spain,     One  of  the  moft  elegant  of  the  Roman 

hiftorians  has  reprefented  Lepidus,  as  void  of  all  military 

virtues,  and  in  every  view  of  his  charafter  as  altogether 

unworthy  of  that  high  ftation  to  which  fortune  had  exalted 

him.     Accordingly  he  is  defcribed   by   Shakefpear  in  the 

tragedy  of  Julius  Csefar,  as, 

a  jlight  unmeritabh  man. 


Meet  to  be  Jent  on  errands. 

But  tho'  the  poet  has  been  ftri£lly  true  to  hillory  ;  it  may  he 
queftioned,  perhaps,  whether  the  hillorian  has  been  equally 
faithful  to  truth.     For  when  one   confiders  the  great  truft 
which  Ca;far  repofed' in  Lepidus  ;  his  addref'i  in  prevailing 
with  young  Pompey,  who  had  made  himfelf  mafter  almoit 
of  all  Spain,  to  renounce  his  conquefts  ;  together  with  the 
fhare  he  had  in  forming  that  celebrated  league  between  An- 
tony, OQavius  and  himfelf,  which  gave  him  a  third  part  in 
the  divifion  of  the  whole  Roman  dominions  ;  is  it  credible 
that  his  talents  were  deftitute  of  luftre  ?  Hiftory,  perhaps, 
may  be   more  reafonably  relied  upon   in  what  it  has  deli- 
vered concerning  his  moral  charafler :  and  it  is  probable 
that  Lepidus  was  ftrongly  infefted  with  avarice,  ambition 
and  vanity.     This  at  leaft  is  certain,  that  he  afted  towards 
the  fenate  in  the  prefent  conjunflure,  with  great  difiimulatioa 

public. 
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A.u.  710.  public.  I  cannot  therefore  but  regret,  that  you 
omitted  to  pay  your  acknowledgments  to  the 
fenate  for  thofe  extraordiiiary  honours  they  lately 
conferred  upon  you ". 

I  am  glad  you  are  defu'ous  of  compofing  thofe 
unhappy  diffentions  that  dellroy  the  tranquillity 
of  our  country  :  and  if  you  can  efreft  this  good 
work  confiflently  with  the  enjoyment  of  our  li- 
berties, it  will  be  greatly  to  your  own  credit,  as 
well  as  to  the  advantage  of  the  commonwealth. 
But  if  the  peace  you  propofe,  is  to  re-eftablifli 
a  moft  oppreflive  tyranny  ;  be  well  afTured  there 
is  not  a  man  in  his  fenfes  who  will  not  rather 
renounce  his  life  th^n  thus  fuffer  himfelf  to  be 
made  a  flave.  I  fliould  think  therefore,  that  your 
wifeft  way  would  be  to  avoid  engaging  as  the 
mediator  of  a  peace  which  is  neither  approved 
by  the  fenate,  or  the  people,  nor  indeed  by  any 
lover  of  his  country  in  the  whole  republic.  But 
as  this  is  a  truth  which  you  will  undoubtedly 
learn  from  others ;   I  will  only  add,   that  I  hope 

and  treachery.  At  the  time  when  this  letter  was  written, 
he  was  at  the  head  of  a  very  confiderable  army  in  the 
Narbonenfian  Gaul,  which  Casfar  had  annexed  to  the  pro- 
vince of  Spain,  in  favour  of  Lepidus.  Pigh.  Annal.  ii.  451. 
Vel,  Patercul.  ii.  63.  80.     Dio.  xlv.  275. 

''  The  fenate  had  lately  decreed,  that  the  flatue  of  Lepidus 
fhould  be  erefted  in  the  forum  with  an  infcription,  in  honour 
of  the  fervices  he  had  performed  to  his  country  by  prevailing 
with  young  Pompey  to  lay  down  his  arms.     Philip,  xvi.  4. 


)■ 
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you  will  confider  with  your  ufual  prudence,  in  A.U'.7io, 
what  manner  it  will  be  beft  and  moft  advifeable 
for  you  to  ad.     Farewel. 

LETTER     XV. 

To    Caius     Cassius. 

I  "Will  not  tell  you  with  how  much  zeal  I  lately 
flood  forth,  both  in  the  fenate  and  before  the 
people,  an  advocate  for  the  advancement  of  your 
honours  ^ -,  as  it  is  a  circumflance  which  I  had 
rather  you  fhould  learn  from  the  letters  of  your 
family,  than  from  my  own  hand.  I  fliould  eafily 
have  carrlexi  my  point  in  the  former,  if  I  had 
not  met  with  a  ftrenuous  oppofition  from  Panfa. 
Neverthelefs,  after  having  enforced  my  fenti- 
ments  in  the  fenate,  I  made  a  fpeech  to  the  fam?^ 
purpofe  in  an  aflembly  of  the  people  :  to  which 
I  was  introduced  by  Marcus  Servilius  the  tri- 
bune. I  urged  upon  this  QGcafion,  (and  with  a 
warmth   and  vehemence  fuitable   to  a  popular 

♦  Dolabella  having  entered  into  Afia  Minor,  and  com- 
mitted great  outrages  and  holtilities  in  that  province,  w« 
declared,  by  a  general  vote  of  the  fenate,  a  public  enemy  : 
in  confequence  of  which  a  debate  aiofe  concerning  the 
perfon  to  whom  the  war  to  be  carried  on  againfl  Dolabella 
ihould  be  entrufted.  Cicero  moved  that  a  commiflion  fhould 
be  granted  to  Caffius  for  that  purpofe,  with  the  molt  ho- 
nourable ajid  extenfive  powers.  But  his  motion  was  over- 
ruled by  the  fuperior  intereft  of  Panfa,  who  feems  to  have 
l^een  fecretly  defirqus  of  obtaining  this  command  for  hiii\- 
fdf.     Fid.  Philip,  xi. 

audience) 
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A.U.  710.  audience)  all  that  I  moft  juflly  might  in  your 
favour  :  and  my  fpeech  was  received  with  a 
louder  and  more  univerfal  applaufe  than  ever 
was  known  before.  I  hope  you  will  pardon  me 
that  I  took  thefe  fteps  contrary  to  the  perfuafions 
of  your  mother-in-law :  who  was  apprehenfive 
they  might  give  offence  to  Panfa.  He  did  not 
indeed,  forget  to  avail  himfelf  of  thefe  fears :  and 
he  affured  the  people,  that  even  your  own  family 
were  averfe  to  my  making  this  motion.  I  was  by 
no  means,  I  confefs,  governed  by  their  fentiments 
in  the  cafe  :  as  I  afled  entirely  with  a  view  to 
an  intereft  which  I  have  always  endeavoured  to 
promote ;  the  intereft  I  mean  of  the  republic  in 
general ;  as  well  as  with  a  regard  to  the  advance- 
ment of  your  glory  in  particular. 

There  is  one  article  upon  which  I  very  largely 
expatiated  in  the  fenate,  as  I  afterwards  repeated 
it  likewife  in  my  fpeech  to  the  people :  and  I 
hope  your  conduft  will  fully  juftify  what  I  then 
faid.  I  undertook  to  afllire  the  public,  that  you 
would  not  wait  for  the  fandion  of  our  decrees  j 
but  agreeably  to  your  ufual  fpirit,  would  upon 
your  own  fingle  authority,  take  fuch  meafures 
as  fiiould  appear  expedient  to  you  for  the  defence 
of  the  commonwealth.  I  went  even  farther ;  and 
almoft  ventured  to  affirm,  that  you  had  already 
afled  in  this  manner.  The  truth  of  it  is,  altho'  I 

1  was 
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was  not  at  that  time  certainly  informed  either  in  a.u.  710. 
what  part  of  the  world  you  were,  or  what  number 
of  troops  you  were  furnifhed  with;  yet  I  was 
confident,  I  faid,  that  every  legion  in  Afia  ^  had 
fubmitted  to  your  command,  and  that  you  had 
recovered  that  province  to  the  republic.  I  have 
only  to  add  my  wifhes,  that  in  every  enterprife 
you  fhall  undertake,  you  may  ftill  rife  above 
yourfelf  with  fuperior  glory.     FareweL 

LETTER    XVL 

Plancus    to   Cicero. 

T  Should  employ  this  letter  in  giving  you  a  full 
-'■■  explanation  of  my  meafures,  if  I  had  no  other 
method  of  convincing  you,  that  I  have  in  every 
refpect  conduded  myfclf  towards  the  republic 
agreeably  to  my  own  prorhifes  and  to  your  per- 
fuafions.  I  have  ever  been  ambitious  indeed  of 
obtaining  your  efleem,  as  well  as  your  friend- 
fhip :  and  if  I  have  wilhed  to  fecure  you  for  my 
advocate  where  I  have  ad:ed  wrong  j  I  have  been 
no  lefs  delirous  of  giving  you  occafion  to  applaud 
me  for  ading  right.  But  I  was  going  to  fay, 
that  I  fhorten  this  letter  for  two  reafons  :  the  firft 
is,  becaufe  I  have  entered  into  an  ample  detail 

*  Alia  Minor. 

of 
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A.u.  710.  of  every  thing  in  my  public  manifeflo  ^ ;  and  the 
next,  becaufe  you  will  receive  a  circumftantiat 
account  of  oJl  that  relates  to  me  from  Marcus 
Varifidius,  a  Roman  knight  and  my  particular 
friend,  whom  I  have  direfted  to  wait  upon  you. 
In  the  mean  tim.c,  let  me  proteft,  that  it  was  not 
without  miTch  concern  that  I  faw  others  anticipate 
me  in  the  good  opinion  of  the  republic :  but  I 
forebore  to  declare  myfelf,  till  I  fhould  be  in  ^ 
condition  to  effeft  fomething  worthy  of  thofe  ex- 
pe6lations  the  ienate  has  conceived  of  me,  and 
of  that  high  office  "  I  fhall  Ihortly  bear.  And 
fhould  fortune  fecond  my  endeavour's,  I  hope  to' 
render  fuch  confiderable  fervices  to  the  republic; 
that  not  only  the  prefent  age  fhall  feel  the  advan- 
tage of  my  affiflance,  but  that  it  fhall  be  remem- 
bered likewife  in  times  to  come.  Mean  while, 
that  I  may  purfue  thefe  endeavours  with  the 
greater  alacrity,  let  m.e  intreat  your  fufFrage  in 
procuring,  me  thofe  honours  v/hich  your  letter 
fets  before  my  view  as  incitements  of  my  patri- 
otifm  :  and  your  intereft  for  this  purpofe  is  equal, 
I  well  know,  to  your  inclination.  Take  care  of 
your  health,  and  give  miC  your  friendfliip  in  the 
fame  degree  that  I  fincerely  give  you  mine. 

*  See  the  next  letter. 

■»  The  confulate;  upon  which  Plancus  was  to  enter  the 
following  year. 

LET- 


Book  XIII.      of     C  I  C  E  R  O.  223 


LETTER    XVn. 

Plancus,  Conful  ele<5l,   to  the   Confuis,  the 
Prstors,    the  Tribunes,  the  Senate,  and 
the  Comnnons  of  Rome. 

EFORE    I    make    any    profefTions  with  a.u.tio. 

refpe(5t  to  my  future  conduft,   I   deem  it 
neceflary  to    juftify  myfelf  to  thofe  who    may 
think  that  I  have  held  the  republic  too  long  in 
fufpence  concerning  my  defigns  *.     For  I  would 
by  no  means  have  it  imagined  that  I  am  atoning 
for  my  pall  behaviour,  when  in  faft,  I  am  only 
feifing  the  firft  favourable  opportunity  of  publicly 
declaring  a  refolution,  which  I  have  long  formed. 
I  was  in  no  fort  ignorant  however,  that  at  a  time 
of  fuch  general  and  alarming  confufions,  a  lefs 
deliberate  difcovery  of  my  intentions  would  have 
proved  mod  to  my  own  private  advantage :  as  I 
was   fenfible  that  feveral  of  my  fellow-citizens 
had  been  diftinguifhed  with  great  honours,  by  a 
more  hafty   explication  of  their  purpofes.     But 
as  fortune  had  placed    me   in  fuch  a  fituation, 
that   I   could  not  be  earlier  in    teftifying  mine 
without    prejudicing    that  caufe  which  I  could 
better  ferve  by  concealing  them ;  I  was  willing 

*  See  rem.  2.  p.  134.  of  this  vol. 

to 
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A.u.  7T=.  to  Tuffer  for  a  feafon  in  the  good  opinion  of  the' 
'"'  world  :  as  I  preferred  the  interefl  of  the  public" 
to  that  of  my  own  reputation.     That  this  was 
the  genuine  motive  of  my  proceedings,  cannot 
reafonably,  I  trull,   be  quellioned.     For  can  it- 
be  fuppofed,  that  a  man  in  my  profperous  cir- 
cumftances,  and  of  my  well-known  courfe  of  life,- 
wfiofe  utmoft  hopes  too  were  upon  the  very  point 
of  being  crowned  9,  could  be  capable  either  of 
meanly  fubmitting   to  the  deftruiflive  ambition 
of  another,  or  Impioufly  cherifhing  any  danger- 
ous  fchemes  of  his  own  ?  But  it  req[uired  fome 
time,  as   well  as  much   pains  and  expencc,  to 
render  myfelf  able  to  perform  thofe  affurances  I 
purpofed  to  give  to  the  republic,  and  to  every 
friend  of  her  caufe;  that  I  might  not  approach 
with  mere  empty  profeffions  to  the  afTiftance  of 
my  country,  but  with  the  power  of  performing 
an  efFedual  fervice.     To  this  end>  as  the  army 
under  my  command  had  been  ftrongly  and  fre- 
quently foUicited  to  revolt,  it  was  necefTary  to 
perfuade  them  that  a  moderate  reward  conferred 
by  the  general  voice  of  the  commonwealth,  was 
far  preferable  to  an   infinitely  greater  from  any 
fingle  hand.     My  next  labour  was  to  convince 
thofe   many   cities  which  had  been  gained  the 

»  Alluding  to  his  being  to  enter  :hc  next  year  on  the' 
cenfular  office, 

lail 
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kft  year  by  largefTes  and  other  donations>:that  a.u.7I(a 
thefe  were  obligations  of  no  validity,  and  that 
they  fhould  endeavour  to  obtain  the  fame  bene* 
fadions  from  a  better  and  more  honourable  quar- 
ter. I  had  ftill  the  farther  tafk,  to  prevail  with 
thofe  who  commanded  in  the  neighbouring  pro- 
vinces, to  join  with  the  more  numerous  party  fn 
a  general  afTociation  for  the  defence  of  our  com- 
mon liberties,  rather  than  unite  with  the  fmaller 
number  in  hopes  of  dividing  the  fpoils  of  a 
viflory  that  mull  prove  fatal  to  the  whole  world. 
Add  to  this,  that  I  was  obliged  to  augment  my 
own  troops  and  thofe  of  my  auxiliaries ;  that  I 
might  have  nothing  to  fear  whenever  I  fhould 
think  proper,  contrary  to  the  inclination  of  fome 
about  me,  openly  to  avow  the  caufe  which  it  was 
my  refolution  to  defend.  Now  I  fliall  never  be 
alhamed  to  acknowledge,  that  in  order  to  bring 
their  feveral  fchemes  to  bear,  I  fubmitted,  tho* 
very  unwillingly  indeed,  to  the  mortification  of 
dilTembling  the  intentions  I  really  had,  and  of 
counterfeiting  thofe  which  I  certainly  had  not : 
as  the  fate  of  my  coUegue  '  had  taught  me  how 

'  Decimus  Brutus.  To  what  particular  circumftance  of 
his  condudl  Plancus  alludes,  the  hiilory  of  thefe  times  does 
not  difcover.  Perhaps  he  may  only  mean  in  general,  that 
Decimus  had  imprudently  drawn  upon  himfelf  the  fiege  of 
Modena,  before  he  had  made  the  proper  difpofuions  againft 
an  attack. 

Vol.  III.  CL  dan- 
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A.u.  710.  dangerous  it  is  for  a  man  who  means  well  to  his 
country,  to  divulge  his  refolutions  ere  he  is  fufi- 
ciently  prepared  to  carry  them  into  execution. 
For  this  reafon  it  was  that  I  direded  my  brave 
and  worthy  lieutenant  Caius  Furnius,  to  repre- 
fent  to  you  more  fully  than  I  thought  prudent 
to  explain  in  my  difpatches^,  thofe  meafures  which 
feemed  necefiary  for  the  prefervation  both  of  this 
province  and  of  the  republic  in  general ;  as  being 
the  more  concealed  method  of  conveying  my 
fentiments  to  you  upon  that  fubjedl,  as  well  as 
the  fafer  with  refpefl  to  myfelf. 

It  appears  then,  that  I  have  long  been  fecret- 
ly  attentive  to  the  defence  of  the  commonwealth. 
But  now  that  by  the  bounty  of  the  gods  I  am 
in  every  refpedl  better  prepared  for  thatpurpofe, 
I  defire  to  give  the  world,  not  only  reafon  to  hope 
well  of  my  intentions,  but  clear  and  undoubted 
proofs  of  their  fincerity. 

I  have  five  legions  in  readinefs  to  march ;  a*ll 
of  them  zeaioufly  attached  to  the  republic,  and 
difpofed  by  my  liberalities  to  pay  an  entire  obe- 
dience to  my  orders.  The  fame  diipofiticn  ap- 
pears in  every  city  throughout  this  province  :  and 
they  earneftly  vie  with  each  other  in  giving  me 
tlic  flrongeft  marks  of  their  duty.  Accordingly 
they  have  furnifned  me  with  as  confiderable  a  body 
of  auxiliary  forces  both  horfe  andfcot,as  they  could 

polTibly 
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pofTibly  have  raifed  for  the  fupport  of  their  own  A.u.  710. 
national  liberties.  As  for  myfelf,  I  am  ready- 
either  to  remain  here  in  order  to  protect  this 
province,  or  to  march  v/herefoever  elfe  the  re- 
public Ihall  demand  my  fervices.  I  will  offer 
yet  another  alternative  j  and  either  refign  my 
troops  and  government  into  any  hands  that  fhall 
be  appointed,  or  draw  upon  myfelf  the  whole 
weight  of  the  war :  if  by  thefe  means  I  may  be 
able  to  eftablifh  the  tranquillity  of  my  country, 
or  even  retard  thofe  calamities  with  which  it  is 
threatened. 

If  at  the  time  that  I  am  making  thefe  declara- 
tions, our  public  difturbances  Ihould  happily  be 
compofed ;  I  fhall  rejoice  in  an  event  fo  advan- 
tageous to  the  commonwealth,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  honour  I  Ihall  lofe  by  being  too  late 
in  the  tender  of  my  fervices  *.  But  on  the  con- 
trary, if  I  am  early  enough  in  my  offers  to  bear 
a  full  part  in  all  the  dangers  of  the  war  j  let  me 
recommend  it  to  every  man  of  juftice  and  can- 
dour to  vindicate  me  againil  the  malevolence  of 
thofe,  whom  envy  may  prompt  to  afperfe  my 
charafter. 

*  This  pafTage  fufficiently  dlfcovers  the  true  motive  of 
Plancus's  prefent  declarations  :  as  they  appear  evidently  to 
have  flowed  from  fome  reaibn  he  had  to  believe,  that  the 
conteft  between  Antony  and  the  fenate  was  likely  to  be  ad- 
julled  in  an  arpicable  manner. 
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A.u.  7ie.  In  my  own  particular,  I  defire  no  greater  re- 
ward for  my  lervicesj  than  the  fatisfadion  of 
having  contributed  to  the  fecurity  of  the  repub- 
lic. But  I  think  myfelf  bound  to  recommend 
thofe  brave  and  worthy  men  to  your  efpeciat 
favour,  who  partly  in  compliance  with  my  per- 
fuafions,  but  much  more  in  confidence  of  your 
good  faith,  would  not  fufFer  themfelves  to  be 
prevailed  upon  by  all  the  applications  that  have 
been  made  both  to  their  hopes  and  their  fears, 
to  depart  from  their  duty  to  the  common- 
wealth. 


LETTER    XVIII. 

To   Pl  A  N  c  u  s. 

ALtho'  I  had  received  a  very  full  account 
from  our  friend  Furnius,  of  your  difpofi- 
t;lon  with  regard  to  the  republic,  and  of  the  mea- 
fures  you  were  meditating  in  its  defence ;  yet  the 
perufal  of  your  letter  '  afforded  me  a  ftill  clearer 
view  into  the  whole  plan  of  your  patriot  purpofes. 
Notwithfbanding  then  that  you  fliouid  not  have  an 
opportunity  of  executing  your  projefted  fervices, 
as  the  fate  of  the  commonvv^ealth,  vrhich  depends 


» 


The  foregoln?  letter  to  the  fenate. 


£> 
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upon  a  fingle  battle,  will  probably  be  decided  ere  A.u.7ia. 
this  reaches  your  hands;  yet  you  have  acquired, 
neverthelefs,  great  and  univerfal  applaufe  from 
what  the  world  has  been  infonned  of  your 
general  good  intentions.  Accordingly,  had  either 
of  the  confuls  been  in  Rome  '^  when  your  dif- 
patches  arrived,  the  fenate  would  have  declared, 
and  in  terms,  I  am  perfuaded,  extremely  to  your 
advantage,  the  fenfe  it  entertains  of  your  zea- 
lous and  acceptable  preparatioiis  in  their  caufe. 
The  proper  feafon  however  for  your  being  re- 
warded with  honours  of  this  kind,  is,  in  my  opi-* 
nion  at  leaft,  fo  far  from  being  elapfed,  that  on 
the  contrary  it  feems  to  be  fcarce  fully  arrived : 
as  thofe  diflindlions  alone  appear  to  me  to  de- 
ferve  the  name  of  honours  that  are  conferred  by 
our  country,  not  in  expe6lation  of  fervices  to 
come,  but  in  juft  retribution  to  thofe  that  have 
tffeftually  been  performed.  Believe  me,  if  any 
form  of  government  fhould  fubfiil  amongft  us 
where  merit  can  hope  to  be  diftinguifhed,  you 
will  Ihine  out  with  all  the  moll  illuftrious  dig- 
nities it  can  beftow.  But  nothing  of  this  kind 
(let  me  repeat  it  again)  can  juftly  be  called  an 
honour,  but  what  is  given,  not  as  the  incentive 

♦  "  The  two  confuls  HIrtlus  and  Panfawere  both  in  GauJ,  . 
"  and  waiting  to  attempt  a  decifive  battle  with  Antony,  in 
*'  order  to  deliver  Decimus  Brutus  from  the  danger  he  was 
«'  in  at  Modena,"    Mr.  Ro/s. 

0,3  of 
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A.U.  710.  of  an  occafional  fervice,  but  as  the  recompencc 
of  a  conftant  and  uniform  courfe  of  patriotifm. 
Be  it  then  your  earned  endeavour,  my  dear  Plan- 
cus,  to  acquire  thefe  well-merited  rewards,  by 
advancing  to  the  relief  of  your  collegue  ' ;  by 
improving  that  wonderful  unanimity  which  ap- 
pears in  every  province  for  the  fupport  of  the 
common  caufe ;  and  by  giving  all  pofiible  fuc* 
cour  to  your  country  in  general.  Be  perfuaded 
that  1  fhall  always  be  ready  to  afTift  your  fchemes 
with  my  beft  advice,  and  to  promote  your  ho- 
nours with  my  utmofr  intereft :  in  a  word,  that 
I  fhall  aft  upon  every  occafion  wherein  you  are 
concerned,  as  one  who  is  moft  fincerely  and  moft 
warmly  your  friend.  I  am  fo  indeed,  not  only 
from  that  intercourfe  of  affedionate  good  offices 
by  which  we  have  been  long  mutually  united, 
but  from  the  love  I  bear  likewife  to  my  country  i 
m  tendernefs  to  which  I  am  more  anxious  for 
your  life  than  for  my  own.  Farewel, 
March  the  30th. 

'  Decimus  Brutus, 


LET- 
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LETTER    XIX. 

To     CORNIFICIUS. 

I  Agree  with  you  in  thinking,  that  thofe  who  A.TJ.710, 
were  concerned  in  the  defign  upon  Lily- 
basum  ^,  deferved  to  have  been  executed  upnn 
the  fpot.  But  you  fpared  them,  it  feems,  in  the 
apprehenfion  that  the  world  would  condemn  you 
as  too  freely  indulging  a  vindidive  fpirit :  yet 
as  well  might  you  have  been  apprehenfive,  my 
friend,  that  the  world  would  condemn  you  for 
a<5ting  too  agreeably  to  your  patriot  character. 

I  very  gladly  embrace  your  overtures  of  renew- 
ing that  aflbciation  with  you  for  the  defence  of 
the  republic,  in  which  I  was  formerly  engaged 
with  your  father  :  and  I  am  perfuaded  it  is  an 
afTociation,  my  dear  Cornificius,  in  which  we 
iball  ever  be  united.  It  is  with  much  pleafure 
likewife  that  I  find  you  efteem  it  unneceffary  to 
fend  me  any  ceremonious  acknowledgments  of 
my  fervices :  formalities  indeed  would  ill  agree 
with  that  intimacy  which  fubfifts  between  us. 

*  A  city  In  Sicily,  oppofite  to  the  coaftof  Lybia  in  Africa. 
The  particulars  of  the  affair  alluded  to,  as  well  as  the  per- 
fpns  concerned  in  it,  are  unknown. 

0.4  If 
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A.u.  710.  If  the  fenate  were  ever  holden  in  the  abfence  of 
the  confuls,  uniefs  upon  fome  very  fudden  and 
extraordinary  occafion,  it  would  have  been  more 
frequently  fummoned  in  order  to  concert  proper 
meafures  for  the  fupport  of  your  authority.  But 
as  neither  Hirtius  nor  Panfa  are  in  RomCj  no  de- 
cree can  at  prefent  be  procured  in  relation  to  the 
feveral  fums  of  two  millions  ^,  and  of  feventy 
millions  ^  of  fefterces  wh.ich  you  mention.  I 
think,  hov/ever,  that  you  are  fufficiently  autho- 
rifed  to  raife  this  money  by  way  of  loan,  in  vir- 
tue of  that  general  decree  of  the  fenate  by  which 
you  were  confirmed  in  your  government. 

I  imagine  you  are  inrormed  of  the  Hate  of  our 
affairs,  by  thofe  to  v/hom  it  properly  belongs  to 
fend  you  the  intelligence.  As  for  myfelf,  I  con- 
'Ceive  great  hopes  that  things  will  take  a  favour- 
able turn.  I  am  not  wanting  at  leaft  in  my  ut- 
moft  vigilance  and  efforts  for  that  purpofe  :  and 
I  am  refolutely  waging  war  againft  every  foe  to 
the  republic.  The  recovery  of  our  liberties  does 
not  feem,  indeed,  even  jjow,  to  be  a  matter  ox 
great  difficulty  :  I  am  fure  it  would  have  beeq 
perfeftly  eafy,  if  fome  perfons  had  aded  in  the 
manner  they  ought.     Farewel. 

7  About  16000I.  of  our  money. 
•  About  560000 1. 

LET^ 
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LETTER    XX, 
To    Pl  A  N  c  u  s, 

IT  IS  principally  for  the  fake  of  my  country  that  A.u.  710,. 
r ought  to  rejoice  in  the  very  powerful  fuc- 
Gours  with  which  you  have  ftrengthened  the  re- 
public, at  a  junfture  when  it  is  well-nigh  reduced 
to  the  laft  extreniity.  I  proteft  however  by  all 
my  hopes  of  congratulating  you  on  the  viftori- 
ous  deliverance  of  the  commonwealth,  that  a 
confiderable  part  of  the  joy  which  I  feel  upon 
this  occafion,  arifes  from  the  fhare  I  take  in  your 
glory.  Great  indeed  is  the  reputation  you  have 
already  acquired  3  and  great,  I  am  perfuaded,  will 
be  the  honours  that  will  hereafter  be  conferred 
upon  you :  for  afiure  yourfelf  nothing  could 
make  a  ftronger  imprefllon  upon  the  fenate  than 
your  late  letter  ^  to  that  affembly.  It  did  fo, 
both  with  refpedl  to  thofe  very  important  fer- 
vices  which  it  brought  us  an  account  that  you 
had  performed,  and  with  regard  to  that  ftrength 
of  fentiment  and  exprefTion  with  which  it  was 
drawn  up.  It  contained  nothing  however  that 
was  in  the  leaft  unexpefted  to  myfelf :  as  I  was 
pot  only  perfedly   well  acquainted  with  your 

^  The  letter  here  mentioned  feems  to  have  been  a  Aibfe- 
<^uent  cne  to  ihat  which  Aands  the  17th  in  the  prefent  book. 

heart. 
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A.U.710.  heart,  and  had  not  forgotten  the  promifes  you 
had  given  me  in  your  letters,  but  as  I  had  re- 
ceived from  Furnius  a  full  information  of  all 
your  defigns.  Thefe  indeed  appeared  to  the  fe- 
nate  much  beyond  what  they  had  allowed  them- 
felves  to  hope  :  not  that  they  ever  entertained  the 
leaft  doubt  of  your  diipofition,  but  becaufe  they 
were  by  no  means  fufficiently  apprifed  either  of 
what  you  were  in  a  condition  to  effed,  or  whi- 
ther you  purpofed  to  march.  It  was  with  infi- 
nite pleafure  therefore  that  I  read  the  letter  which 
MarcusVarifidius  delivered  to  me  on  your  part.  I 
received  it  on  the  7th  of  this  month  in  the  morn- 
ing, amidft  a  large  circle  of  very  worthy  citizens 
who  were  attending  in  order  to  condudt  me  from 
my  houfe  :  and  I  immediately  gave  them  a  Ihare 
in  my  joy.  Whilll  we  were  mutually  congratu- 
lating each  other  upon  this  happy  occurrence, 
Munatius  came  to  pay  me  his  ufual  morning- 
vifit :  to  whom  I  likewife  communicated  your 
letter.  It  was  the  firft  notice  he  had  received  of 
an  exprefs  being  arrived  from  you  :  as  Varifidius, 
in  purfuance  of  your  direftions,  did  not  deliver 
.any  of  his  difpatches  till  he  had  firft  waited  upon 
me,  A  fhort  time  however  after  Munatius  had 
left  me,  he  returned  with  your  letter  to  himfelf, 
together  alfo  with  that  which  you  wrote  to  the 
fenate.     We  thought  proper  to  carry  the  latter 

imme- 
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immediately  to  Cornutns  :  who  as  pr^tor  of  the  A.U.71C 
city,  fupplies  the  office  of  the  confuls  in  their 
abfence,  agreeably,  you  know,  to  an  antient 
and  eftablifhed  cuftom.  The  fenate  was  in- 
ftantly  fummoned  :  and  the  expectation  that 
was  raifed  by  the  general  report  of  an  exprels 
being  arrived  from  you,  brought  together  a  very  ' 
full  afiembly.  As  foon  as  your  letter  was  read, 
it  was  objected  that  Cornutus  had  not  taken  the 
aufpices  in  a  proper  manner :  and  this  fcruple 
was  confirmed  by  the  general  fentiments  of  our 
college  '.  In  confequence  of  this,  the  fenate 
was  adjourned  to  the  following  day  :  when  I 
had  a  very  warm  contell  with  Servilius,  who 
flrenuoufly  oppofed  the  pafling  of  any  decree  to 
your  honour.  For  this  purpofe  he  had  the  inte- 
reft  to  procure  his  own  motion  to  be  firft  pro- 
pofed  to  the  fenate  * :  which  being  rejefted  how- 
ever by  a  great  majority,  mine  was  next  taken 
into  confideration.  But  when  the  fenate  had 
unanimoufly  agreed  to  it,  Publius  Titius*,  at 
the  inftigation  of  Servilius,  interpofed  iiis  nega* 

*  See  rem.  3.  p.  279.  vol.  I. 

*  The  fenate  could  not  enter  into  any  debate,  unlefs  the 
fubjeft  of  it  was  propofed  to  them  in  form  by  fome  of  the 
magillrates ;  who  had  the  fole  privilege  of  referring  any 
queftion  to  a  vote,  or  of  dividing  the  houfe  upon  it.  Midlet% 
911  the  Ro7ii.  S.  p.  155. 

*  One  of  the  tribunes.  It  has  already  been  obferved  that 
thofe  magiftrates  had  a  power  of  putting  a  Hop  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  th«  fenate,  by  their  nngle  negative. 

tiYCr 
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A.u.  710.  tive.  The  farther  deliberation  upon  this  affair 
was  pofiponed  therefore  to  the  next  day :  when 
Servilius  came  prepared  to  llipport  an  oppofition, 
which  in  fome  fort  might  be  confidered  as  injuri- 
ous to  the  honour  even  of  Jupiter  himfeh'';  as 
k  was  in  the  Capitol  ^  that  the  fenate,  upon  this 
fcccafion,  was  affembled.  I  leave  it  to  your  other 
friends  to  inform  you  in  what  manner  I  mortified 
Servilius,  and  v/ith  how  much  warmth  I  expofed 
the  contemptible  interpofition  of  Titius.  But 
this  I   will  myfelf  affure  you,    that  the  fenate 

^  The  Capitol  was  a  temple  dedicated  to  Jupiter,  and  the 
flioft  confiderable  ftrufture  of  the  facred  kind  in  all  Rome. 
The  ruins  of  this  celebrater'  edifice  are  Hill  to  be  feen.  None 
of  the  commentators  have  taken  notice  of  the  indiredl  compli- 
ment which  Cicero  here  pays  to  Plancus  :  which  feems  how- 
ever to  deferve  a  particular  explanation.  The  Capitol  was 
held  in  fingular  veneration,  as  being  built  upon  the  fpot 
which  Jupiter  was  fuppofed  to  have  chofen  for  the  vifible 
manifeftation  of  his  perfon.  In  confequence  of  this  popular 
fiiperftition,  both  Horace  and  Virgil  often  fpeak  of  the  prof- 
perity  and  duration  of  the  Capitol,  as  a  circumftance  upon 
which  the  fortune  of  the  whole  empire  depended  ; 


Siei  Capiiolium 


Fulgcns,  triuniphatifque  pojjjl 

Romaferox  dare  jura  Medis.  HoR.  Od,  iii.  3.  42» 

Ditm  domiis  JEnei  Capitoli  imnuihih  faxum 
,   Accolet,  imperiu7nq,ue  Pater  Romanui  hahebit.     j^n.  ix.  44S. 

Cicero  therefore,  by  a  very  artful  piece  of  flattery  infinuates, 
that  the  oppofition  Servilius  made  to  the  honours  which  the 
fenate  intended  to  have  paid  to  Plancus,  was  in  eftect  aa  af- 
front to  that  fupreme  and  guardian  divinity  in  whofe  temple 
the  tranfatlion  paffed,  as  being  contrary  to  the  intereft  of  a 
♦epublic  which  was  dillinguilhed  by  Jupiter  hinifelf  with  his 
immediate  prefence.     Vid.  Mu,  viii.  34.6. 

coiildi 
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could  not  poiTibly  acl  with  greater  dignity  and  A.u.?ia, 
fpirit,  or  fhev/  a  flronger  dirpoficion  to  advance 
your  honours,  than  it  difcovered  upon  this  occa- 
*  fion.  Nor  are  you  lefs  in  favour  with  the  whole 
city  in  general :  as  indeed  all  orders  and  degrees 
of  men  amongft  us,  remarkably  concur  in  the  fame 
common  zeal  for  the  deliverance  of  the  republic. 
Perfevere  then,  my  friend,  in  the  glorious  courfe 
upon  which  you  have  entered  :  and  let  nothing 
iefs  than  immortal  fame  be  the  objeft  of  your 
well -di reded  ambition.  Defpife  the  falfe  fplendor 
of  all  thofe  empty  honours  that  are  fhort-Iived, 
tranfitory  and  perilliable.  True  glory  is  found- 
ed upon  virtue  alone  :  which  is  never  fo  illuftri- 
oufly  diftinguifhed  as  when  it  difplays  jtfelf  by 
important  fervices  to  our  country.  You  have 
at  this  time  a  mod  favourable  opportunity  for  that 
purpofe :  which  as  you  have  already  embraced, 
let  it  not  flip  out  of  your  hands  till  you  fhall  have 
employed  it  to  full  advantage ;  left  it  be  faid,  that 
you  are  more  obliged  to  the  republic  than  the  re- 
public is  obliged  to  you.  As  for  my  own  part  5 
you  will  always  find  me  ready  to  contribute  to 
the  advancement  as  well  as  to  the  fupport  of  youf 
dignities:  indeed  it  is  what  I  owe  not  only  to 
our  friendfhip,  but  to  the  commonwealth  ;  which 
is  far  dearer  to  me  than  life  itfelf. 

Whilil; 
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A.u.  7 TO.  Whilfl  I  was  employing  my  belt  fervices  for 
the  promotion  of  your  honours,  I  received  great 
pleafure  in  obferving  the  prudence  and  fidelity 
which  Titus  Munatius  exerted  for  the  fame  pur- 
pofe.  I  had  experienced  thofe  qualities  in  him 
upon  other  occafions  :  but  the  incredible  dili- 
gence and  affedlion  with  which  he  afted  for  your 
intereft  in  this  affair,  Ihewed  them  to  me  in  a 
ftill  ftronger  and  more  confpicuous  point  of  view. 
Farewel. 

April  the  1 1  th. 

LETTER    XXI. 

To    CORNIFICIUS. 

MY  friendfhip  with  Lucius  Lamia  is  w-ell 
known,  I  am  perfuaded,  not  only  to 
yourfelf,  who  are  acquainted  with  all  the  circum- 
ilances  of  my  life,  but  to  every  Roman  in  gene- 
ral. It  moft  confpicuoufly  appeared,  indeed,  to 
the  whole  world,  when  he  was  banifhed  by  the 
conful  Gabinius  '^  for  having,  with  fo  remarkable 
a  fpirit  of  freedom  and  fortitude,  rifen  up  in  my 
defence  ^  Our  friendfhip  however  did  not  com- 
mence from  that  period  :  it  was  from  an  affedioil 

*  See  rem.  21.  p.  174.  vol.  I. 

*  When  Cicero  was  perfecuted  bv  Clodius* 

of 
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of  a  much  earlier  date  that  he  was  induced  thus  a. u.  7 
generoufly  to  expofe  himlelf  to  every  danger  in  niy 
caufe.  To  thefe his  meritorious  fervices  I  mufl:  add, 
that  there  is  no  man  whofe  company  affords  me 
a  more  true  and  exquifite  entertainment.  After 
what  I  have  thus  faid,  you  will  think  it  needlefs, 
furely,  that  I  Hiould  ufe  much  rhetoric  in  recom- 
mending him  to  your  favour.  You  fee  thejuft 
reafon  I  have  for  giving  him  fo  large  a  {hare  of 
my  affeftion  :  whatever  terms  therefore  the 
llrongefl:  friendfhip  can  require  upon  an  occa- 
fion  of  this  nature,  let  your  imagination  fup- 
ply  for  me  in  the  prefent.  I  will  only  alliire 
you,  that  your  good  offices  to  the  agents,  the 
iervants,  and  the  family  of  Lamia,  in  every  ar- 
ticle wherein  his  affairs  in  your  province  fhall  re- 
quire them,  will  be  a  more  acceptable  infrance 
of  your  generofity  than  any  you  could  confer  in 
my  own  perfonal  concerns.  I  am  perfuaded  in-r 
deed  from  your  great  penetration  into  the  cha- 
racters of  men,  that  without  my  recommenda- 
tion you  would  be  perfeftly  well-difpofed  to  give 
him  your  befl  affiflance.  I  mud  confefs  at  the 
fame  time,  I  have  heard  that  you  fufpecc  him  of 
having  figned  fome  decree  of  the  fenate  injurious 
to  your  honour.  But  I  mufl  affure  you,  in  the 
firft  place,  that  he  never  figned  any  during  the 

aQiTii" 
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A-U.  710.  adminiftration  of  thofe  confuls  ^  j  and  in  the 
next,  that  ahiiofl  all  the  decrees  which  were 
pretended  to  be  palled  at  that  time,  were  abfo- 
lutely  forged.  The  truth  is,  you  might  jull  as 
reafonabiy  fuppofe  I  was  concerned  in  that  de- 
cree to  which  my  name  was  fubfcribed,  relating 
to  Sempronius ;  tho'  in  fa6l  I  was  then  abfent 
from  Rome,  and  complained,  I  remember,  of 
the  injury  that  had  been  done  me,  in  a  letter 
which  I  wrote  to  you  upon  the  occafion.  But 
not  to  enter  farther  into  this  fubjedti  I  moft  ear- 
neftly  intreatr  you,  my  dear  Cornificius,  to  confi- 
der  the  interefl  of  Lamia,  in  all  refpeds,  as 
mine,  and  to  let  him  fee  that  my  recommenda-* 
tion  has  proved  of  fingular  advantage  to  his  af- 
fairs ;  affuring  yourfelt,  that  you  cannot  in  any 
inflance  more  efFeflually  oblige  me.     Farewel. 

*  It  is  altogether  uncertain  to  what  confuls  Cicero  alludes : 
IV^anutius  fuppofes,  to  Antony  and  Dolabella. 
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LETTER    XXII. 

To  the  Same. 

COrnificiu^  delivered  your  letter  to  me  on  the  a.u.  710. 
17th  of  March,  about  three  weeks,  as  he  ^~  *^""^ 
told  me,  after  he  had  received  it  from  your  hands. 
The  fenate  did  not  afTem.ble  either  on  that  day,  or 
the  next  -,  however  on  the  9th  they  met :  when  I 
defended  yourcaufe  in  a  very  full  houfe,  and  with 
no  unpropitious  regards  from  Minerva  ^  I  may 
with  peculiar  propriety  fay  fo,  as  the  flatue  of 
that  guardian  goddefs  of  Rome,  which  I  for- 
merly eredled  in  the  Capitol ',  and  v/hich  had 
lately  been  thrown  down  by  an  high  wind, 
was  at  the  fame  time  decreed  to  be  replaced. 
Your  letter  which  Panfa  read  to  the  fenate  was 
much  approved,  and  afforded  great  fatisfaftion 
to  the  whole  affembly.  It  fired  them  at  the  fame, 
time  with  general  indignation  againft  the  impudent 

*  It  was  a  fort  of  proverbial  expreffion  among  the  Romans, 
when  they  fpoke  of  any  fuccefsful  undertaking,  to  fay  that  it 
was  carried  on  **  not  without  the  approbation  of  Minerva.'* 

*  "  Cicero  a  little  before  his  retreat  into  banifnment,  took 
**  a  fmall  ftatue  of  Minerva,  which  had  long  been  reverenced 
**  in  his  family  as  a  kind  of  tutelar  deity,  and  carrying  it  to 
"  the  Capitol,  placed  it  in  the  temple  of  Jupiter,  under  the 
"  title  of  Minerva  the  guardian  of  the  city. ^'     Life  of  Cic.  i. 

35°- 
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A.u.  710.  attempts  of  the  horrid  Minotaur :  for  fo  I  may  well 
call  thofe  combined  adverfaries  of  yours,  Calvi- 
fius  and  Taurus  ^  It  was  propofed  therefore 
that  the  cenfure  of  the  fenate  fhould  pafs  upon 
them :  but  that  motion  was  over-ruled  by  the 
more  merciful  Panfa.  However,  a  decree  was 
voted  upon  this  occafion  extremely  to  your  ho- 
nour. 

As  for  my  own  good  offices  in  your  favour ;  be 
aflured,  my  dear  Cornificius,  they  have  not  been 
wanting  from  the  firfl  moment  I  conceived  a 
hope  of  recovering  our  liberties.  Accordingly 
when  I  laid  a  foundation  for  that  purpofe  on 
the  20th  of  December  laft  "^^  while  the  reft  of 
thofe  who  ought  to  have  been  equally  forward  in 
that  work,  ftood  timidly  hefitating  in  what  man- 
nertoad,  I  had  a  particular  view  to  the  preferving 
you  in  your  prefent  poft :  and  to  this  end  I  prevail- 
ed with  the  fenate  to  agree  to  my  motion  con- 
cerning the  continuance  of  the  proconfuls  in  their, 
refpedive  provinces.     But  my  zeal  in  your  caufe 

^  The  Minotaur  was  a  fabulous  monfter,  which  the  poets 
defcribe  as  half  man  half  bull.  Cicero  therefore  in  allufion 
to  the  name  of  Taurus  who  had  joined  with  Calvifius  in  fome 
combination  againft  Cornificius,  jocofely  gives  them  the  ap- 
pellation of  the  Minotaur. 

♦  When  he  fpoke  his  third  and  fourth  Philippic  orations: 
wherein  Cicero  endeavoured,  amongft  other  articles,  to  ani- 
mate the  fenate  and  the  people  to  vigorous  meafures  againft 
Antony. 

did 
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did  not  terminate  here  :  and  I  frill  continued  my  A.u.  710. 
attacks  upon  that  perfon,  who  in  contempt  of 
the  fenate,  as  well  as  moft  injurioufly  to  you,  had, 
even  whilfl  he  himfelf  was  abfent  from  Rome, 
procured  your  government  to  be  allotted  to  him. 
My  frequent,  or  to  fpeak  more  properly,  my  in- 
cefTant  remonftrances  againll  his  proceedings, 
forced  him,  much  againft  his  inclinations,  to  en- 
ter Rome  :  where  he  found  himfelf  obliged  to  re- 
linquifh  the  hopes  of  an  honour,  which  he  thought 
himfelf  no  lefs  fure  of  than  if  it  had  been  in  his 
aKflual  pofTelTion.  It  gives  me  great  pleafure  that 
thefe  my  juft  and  honeft  inveftives  againft  your 
adverfary,  in  conjunflion  with  your  own  exalted 
merit,  have  fecured  you  in  your  government :  as 
I  rejoice  extremely  likewife  in  the  diftinguilhed 
honours  you  have  there  received. 

I  very  reddily  admit  of  your  excufe  in  regard 
to  Sempronius  ;  well  knowing  that  your  condudt 
upon  that  occafion  may  juftiy  be  imputed  to 
thofe  errors  to  which  we  were  all.  equally  liable, 
whilft  we  trod  the  dark  and  dubious  paths  of* 
bondage.  I  m.yfelf  indeed,  the  grave  infpirer  of 
your  counfels  and  the  firm  defender  of  your  dig- 
nities, even  I,  my  friend,  was  injudicioufly  hur- 
ried away  by  my  indignation  at  the  times,  when 
too    haftily  defpairing  of  liberty,  I  attempted 

R  2  tQ 
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A-U./ro.  to  retire  into  Greece  ^.  But  the  Etefian  winds, 
like  lb  many  patriot-citizens,  refufed  to  v/aft  me 
from  the  commonwealth  :  whilfl  Aufter  con- 
fpiring  in  their  deligns,  colledLed  his  whole  force 
and  drove  me  back  again  to  Regium.  From 
thence  I  returned  to  Rome  with  all  the  expedi- 
tion that  fails  and  oars  could  fpeed  me  :  and  the 
very  next  day  after  my  arrival,  I  fliewed  the  world 
,  that  i  v/as  the  only  man,  amidft  a  race  of  the 
moft  abjecc  (laves,  that  dared  to  aJGTert  his  free- 
dom and  independency  \  I  inveighed  indeed  a- 
gainft  the  meafures  of  Antony  with  fo  much  fpi- 
rit  and  indignation,  that  he  loft  all  manner  of 
patience ;  and  pointing  the  whole  rage  of  his  bac- 
chanalian fury  at  my  devoted  head,  he  at  firft 
endeavoured  to  gain  a  pretence  of  affafhnating  me 
in  thefenate:  but  that  projeft  not  fucceeding, 
his  next  refourc.e  was  to  lay  wait  for  my  life  in 
private.  But  I  extricated  myfelf  from  his  inii- 
dious  fnares,  and  drove  him,  all  reeking  with 
the  fumes  of  his  naufeous  intemperance,  into  the 
ttsils  orO^?:avius  *.     That  excellent  youth  drew 

*  An  account  of  this  intended  voyage  has  already  been 
given  in  a  former  note.     See  rem.  3.  p.  134.  of  this  vol. 

7  This  feems  to  allude  to  his  having  refufed  to  pay  obedi- 
ence to  a  fumnions  from  Antony,  to  attend  a  meeting  of»the 
i eh  ate  which  v/as  held  on  that  day.  See  rem.  i.  p.  142.  of 
this  vol. 

"  0<flaviiis  as  foon  as  he  returned  into  Italy  after  the  death 
cif  C2;iarj  endeavoured  to  iVcure-Gi^'cro  in  his  intereit :  as  Ci- 

%  together 
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together  a  body  of  troops,   in  the  firft  place,  A.u.710. 
for  his  own  and  my  particular  defence ;  and   in 
the  next  for  that  of  the  republic  in  general :  which 

cero  appeared  no  lefs  forward  to  embrace  the  friendfhip  of 
0£lavius.  They  both  of  them  indeed  had  one  of  the  ftrongefl 
of  all  motives,  perhaps,  for  a  mutual  coalition  :   as  there  is 
nothing  in  which  men  feem  to  unite  more  amicably,  than  in 
hunting  down  the  fame  common  foe.     The  league  however 
into  which   Cicero  entered  with  Oclavius,  extended  no  far- 
ther at  firft  than  to  a  matter  of  mere  civil  controverfy  :  and 
he  only  engaged  to  fupport  Odlavius  in  his  claim  of  part  of 
Ccefar's  eftate,  which  Antony,  it  was  alledged,  injurioufly 
with-held  from  him.     But  even   this  was  going  a  greater 
length,   than   a  true  patriot  could  prudently  have  ventured. 
For  tho'  the  conteft  between   Antony  and  Oftavius  with  re- 
fpeft  to  the  money  in  queftion  was  altogether  perfonal  ;  yet 
*'  by  natural  coniequencc  (as  the  accurate  obierver  upon  the 
'*  epiftles  between  Cicero  and  Brutus  juftly  remarks)  it  be- 
**  came  a  matter  of  more  extenfive  concern.     In  the  firft 
*'  place,  it  was  joined  with  the  fuccefTion  to  the  Jiame  of  Cse- 
"  far  :  which  was  looked  upon  by  the  chiefs  of  the  Csefarean 
*'  party  as  an  earneft  of  the  continuance  of  the  public  fettle- 
**  ment  made  by  Caefar  in  the  perfon  of  OiElavius  ;  and  on 
**  the  fame  account  it  was  always  fufpefled  by  the  more  dif- 
"  cerning  republicans.     In  the  next  place,  it  gave  Octavius 
*'  the  plaufible  occafion  of  being  the  diftinguifhed  aftertorof 
"  Csfar's  ads,  and  of  the  full  execution  of  all  his  bequefts : 
*'  by  which  means  he  drew  upon  himfelf  the  eyes  of  all  the 
"  veterans,  the  milicary  force  of  the  empire,  and  interefted 
♦*  the  whole  populace  of  Rome  in  his  caufe  ;  fmceit  was  the 
**  common  caufe  of  all  who  were  expefting  with  impatience 
*'  the  effeft  of  Casfar's  liberality."     However,  had  Cicero's 
engagements  with  Odavius  ended  here  ;  his  condudl  might 
have  been  excufed  at  leaft,  tho'  it  certainly  could  not  have 
been  juftified.     But  when  he  afterwards  armed  Oclavius  with 
the  power  and  the  dignities  of  the  ftate  ;  when  he  trufted  (as 
the  excellent-author  of  the  obfcrvations  on  his  life  ingeni- 
oufly  expreiTes  it)  the  laji  fiake  of  liberty  in  the  hands  cf  aman 
nxjho  had  fo  great  temptations  to  betray  it  ;  he  feems  clearly  to 
have  aded  in  con  tradition  to  the  fentiments  of  his  hearty 
and  to  have  facrificed  the  caufe  of  the  republic  to  the  hatred 
he  bore  to  Antony.  Plutarch  exprefly  alTigns  this  as  Cicero's 

R  ^  if 
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A.u.  7io.if  he  had  not  happily  raifed,  Antony,  in  his  re- 
turn from  Brundifium,  would  have  fpread  defo- 
lation,  like  a  wafting  pellilence,  around  the  land. 
What  followed  I  need  not  add  •,  as  I  imagine  you 
are  well  apprifed  of  all  that  has  happened  fubfe- 
quent  to  that  period.  To  return  then  to  what 
gave  occafion  to  this  digrefiion ;  let  me  again  af- 
fure  you,  that  I  am  perfectly  well  fatisfied  with 
your  excufe  concerning  Sempronius.  The  truth 
is,  it  was  impoffible  to  aft  with  any  deter- 
mined fteddinefs  and  uniformity  in  times  of 
fuch  total  anarchy  and  confufion.  ^'  But  other 
'"  days  (to  ufe  an  expreffion  of  Terence)  are  now 
^^  arrived,  and  other  meafures  are  now  required." 
Come  then,  my  friend,  let  us  fail  forth  together, 
and  even  take  our  place  at  the  helm.  All  the 
advocates  of  liberty  are  embarked  in  one  com- 
mon bottom  :  and  it  is  my  utmoft  endeavour 
to  fleer  them,  right.  May  profj^erous  gales  theil 
attend  our  voyage  !  But  whatever  winds  may  arife, 

motive  for  declaring  in  favour  of  0£lavius  :  which  indeed  is 
abundantly  confirmed  by  his  letters  to  Atticus.  It  appears 
from  thefe  that  there  was  fo  little  difference  with  refpeft  to 
the  republican  interell,  whether  Antony  or  Odlavius  was  at 
the  head  of  affairs,  that  neither  Atticus,  nor  Cicero  could 
determine  in  that  view  which  to  prefer  :  walde  tihi  ajjentiory 
fays  our  author  to  his  friend,  Ji  multum  pojjif  OSIwvianusy 
rnulto  firmius  aSia  tyranni  co?nprobatu?n  iri,  quam  in  tellurii  : 
at  que  id  contra  Br  uttun  fieri.  Sin  autem  "vincitur,  abides  into- 
hrabilan  Anto7iium  ;  ut  quern  'velis  nefcias.  Ad  At.  xvi.  14. 
Plut.  in  Brut.  Tunflal's  obferv.  on  theepift.  between  Brut. 
an4  Cic.  p.  13?.     Qbferv.  on  the  life  of  C^c.  p.  50. 

^7 
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my  befl  fkill,  moll  afTurediy,  fhall  not  be  want- 
ing :  and  is  it  in  the  power  of  patriotifm  to  be  A.u.  710. 
anfwerable  for  more  ?  In  the  mean  time,  let  it  be 
your  care  to  cherifh  in  your  bread  every  gene- 
rous and  exalted  fentiment  i  remembering  always 
that  your  true  glory  mufl  ever  be  infeparably 
<;onne6led  with  the  republic,     FarsweL 


R  4  LET- 


I     249     ] 


LETTERS 

O    F 

Marcus  Tullius  Cicero 

T  o 

Several  of  his  Friends- 

^^^— — ^— I       ■■      LI  I— — .^t— ^W^—^i.— IMIIMBMI       I  III ■!       :     mm 

BOOK    XIV. 

*^^■     ■■■  I       ■■- *—    ■-    ■    ■■       ■      .      ■— ■      -■■         —  .-■■—  ■■■■,—. -I  ■■-—  ..        ..   !■■■ 1 

LETTER    I. 

Galea  *   to   Cicero. 

ON  the   15th  of  this  month,  the  day  on  A.U.yis. 
which  Panfa  intended  to  join  the  ar- 
my of  Hirtius,  Antony  drew  out  of  his. 
lines  the  fecond  and  thirty-fifth  legions,  toge- 

'  He  had  been  one  of  Casfar*s  lieutenants  in  Gaul ;  but 
not  being  favoured  by  him  in  his  purfuit  of  the  confulfhip* 
he  joined  in  the  confpiracy  with  Brutus  and  Caffius.  He  was 
great-grand-father  to  the  emperor  Galba,     ^artier. 

ther 
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tlier  with  his  own  prstorian  cohort,  and  that  of 
Silanus  * ;  both  which  were  compofed  of  the 
Evocati  \  I  happened  at  this  time  to  be  in  Pan- 
fa's  army;  having  been  fent  an  hundred  miles 
exprefs,  in  order  to  haften  his  march.  Antony- 
advanced  towards  us  v/ith  thefe  troops,  in  the 
fuppofition  that  our  forces  confided  only  of  four 
new-raifed  legions :  whereas  Hirtius,  the  better 
to  fecure  our  junction,  had  taken  advantage  of 
the  preceding  night  to  reinforce  us  with  the  mar- 
tial legion,  which  I  generally  commanded,  as 
alfo  with  two  praetorian  cohorts.  Thefe  regi- 
ments upon  the  very  firfl  appearance  of  Anto- 
ny's cavalry,  could  by  no  means  be  reftrained 
from  engaging  :  fo  that  we  were  under  an  abfo- 
!ute  neceffity  of  following  them  to  the  charge. 
Antony  in  order  to  deceive  us  into  a  belief  that 
none  of  his  legions  were  with  him,  had  pofted 
them  at  Forum-gallorum  *,  and  only  appeared 
with  his  horfe  and  light-armed  troops  in  view. 
Fanfa  when  he  faw  that  contrary  to  his  inclina- 
tion the  martial'  legion  had  rufhed  on  to  the  at- 
tack, gave  direiflions  thas  two  of  his  new-raifed 

*  He  was  military  tribune  in  the  army  of  Lepidus ;  and  by 
the  fecret  connivance,  if  not  by  the  exprefs  orders,  of  tKat 
general,  had  conduced  a  body  of  troops  to  the  afliftance  of 
Antony  in  the  fiege  of  Modena.     Dio.  xlvi.  p.  336. 

*  See  rem.  i.  p.  340.  vol.  !,• 

*  Now  called  Caftel-Franco :  n  fnnall  village  on  the-^mi- 
lian  way,  between  Modena  and  Bologna. 
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legions  which  were  behind,  fhould  imnnediately  ^  ^ 
come  up.  As  foon  as  we  had  pafled  the  woods 
and  a  morafs,  we  formed  in  order  of  battle  with 
twelve  cohorts  "  j  the  other  two  legions  I  juft 
now  meniioned  not  being  yet  arrived.  Antony 
obferving  this,  drew  all  his  forces  out  of  the  vil- 
lage, and  inftantly  began  the  engagement.  Both 
fides  maintained  the  firft  onfet  with  the  moft  ob- 
ftinate  bravery :  tho'  indeed  our  right  wing,  in 
which  I  commanded  eight  cohorts  of  the  martial 
legion,  at  the  very  beginning  of  the  aftion  re- 
pulfed  Antony's  thirty-fifth  legion,  and  purfued 
them  above  *****  paces  out  of  the  field.  But  I 
no  fooner  obferved  the  enemy's  cavalry  attempt- 
ing to  furround  the  wing  from  which  I  had  ad- 
vanced, ihan  I  endeavoured  to  rejoin  it;  order- 
ing at  the  fame  time  my  light-armed  troops  to 
engage  Antony's  Moorifli  horfe,  left  they  Ihould 
fall  upon  us  in  our  rear.  But  whilft  I  was  at- 
tempting to  regaji  my  poft,  I  found  myfelf  in 
the  midft  of  the  enemy's  troops,  and  perceived 
Antony  himfelf  at  a  fmall  diftance  behind  me. 
Upon  this,  throwing  my  fhield  crofs  my  flioul- 
ders,  I  galloped  full  fpeed  towards  one  of  our 
new-raifed  legions,  which  I  faw  advancing  from 

*  A  cohort  confifted  of  about  four  or  five  hundred  men. 

*  '*  The  common  editions  add  here  qutngentos  :  but  it  is 
<*  not  found  either  in  Dr.  Mead's  MS.  or  any  other  autho- 
H  rity."     Mr.  Rofs. 

the 
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A.U.710.  the  camp  j  the  enemy  at  the  fame  time  purfu- 
ing  me  on  the  one  fide,  and  our  own  men  aim- 
ing their  pikes  at  me  on  the  other :  but  as  the 
latter  foon  difcovered  who  I  was,  I  had  the  very 
extraordinary  good  fortune  to  efcape.  Csfar's 
praetorian  cohort^,  which  was  pofted  on  the 
^milian  road,  made  a  very  long  and  vigorous 
refinance.  But  our  left  wing,  in  which  were  two 
cohorts  of  the  Martial  legion,  together  with  the 
praetorian  cohort,  and  which  formed  indeed  the 
weakeft  divifion  of  our  army,  began  to  give 
ground ;  being  hemmed  in  by  Antony's  cavalry, 
in  which  he  is  extremely  itrong.  As  foon  as 
all  our  troops  had  made  good  their  retreat, 
1  began  to  think  of  mine ;  and  was  the  iaft 
that  entered  our  camp.  Antony  confidering 
himfelf  as  mafter  of  the  field,  imagined  he  could 
likewife  take  pofTefTion  of  our  cam.p  :  but  after 
an  unfuccefsful  attempt,  he  retired  with  great 
lofs. 

As  foon  as  Hirtius  was  informed  of  what  had 
paiTed,  he  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  twenty  ve- 
teran cohorts,  and  meeting  Antony  in  his  return 
from  the  attack  of  our  camp,  engaged  him  upon 
the  very  fpot  where  our  adtion  had  juft  before 
happened  -,  and  entirely  defeated  his  army.  About 
ten  o'clock  that  night,  Antony  v/ith  his  cavalry 
regained  his  camp  near  Mutina  s  as  Hirtius  re- 

•  Oftavius. 

tired 
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tired  to  that  which  Panfa  had  quuted  in  theA.u.710. 
morning,  and  in  which  he  had  left  the  two  le- 
gions that  repulfed  Antony. 

The  enemy  have  loft  the  greateft  part  of  their 
veteran  troops.  But  this  advantage  was  not  to 
be  obtained  without  a  lofs  likewife  on  our  fide ; 
the  prsetorian  cohorts,  together  with  the  Martial 
legion,  having  fomewhat  fufrered  in  this  aftion. 
We  have  taken  two  legionary  ftandards  %  toge- 
ther with  fixty  others  :  and  upon  the  whole  have 
gained  a  very  confiderable  viftory.     Farewel. 

From  the  camp,  April  the  20th. 

LETTER      II. 
pLANTCus    to    Cicero*. 

IT  affords  me  great  pleafure  to  re  fled,  that  I 
have  amply  juftified  your  favourable  reprefen* 
tations  of  me,  by  having  ftri6tly  fulfilled  the 
pi-omifes  I  made  you.  I  give  you  a  proof  like- 
wife  of  my  particular  affedion,  by  acquainting 
you  before   any  other  of  my  friends,  with  the 

'  Each  legion  had  a  chief  fiandard  carried  before  it,  upon 
which  was  fixed  the  figure  of  an  eagle  :  there  was  a  particular 
one  likewife  to  every  company. 

"  When  Plancus  wrote  this  letter,  he  had  not  received  ad- 
vice of  the  aftion  between  the  troops  of  Antony  and  thof;  of 
the  republic-:  of  which  au  account  has  been  given  in  the 
preceding  epiftls. 

meafures 
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A.u.  710.  meafures  I  have  taken.     I  hope  you  are  well  per- 
fuaded,  that  the  republic  will  daily  receive  ftill 
flronger  inftances  of  my  attachment :  let  me  af- 
fure  you  at  lead,  that  you  fhall  be  more  and 
more  convinced  of  it  by  the  cleareft  and  mod 
unqueftionable  evidence.     As  to  what  concerns 
my  own  perfonal  intereft  j  I  proteft  to  you,  my 
dear  Cicero,  by  all  my  hopes  of  refcuing  the  re- 
public froni  thofe  imminent  dangers  to  which  it 
is  expofed,  that  notwithflandingi  efteem  thofe  il- 
luftrious  recompences  which  are  conferred  by  the ., 
fenate  as  no  lefs  defirable  than  immortal  fame, 
yet,  believe  me,  I  fhall  not  in  the  leaft  remit  of  my 
earneft  endeavours  to  afTift  the  commonwealth, 
altho'  I  fhould  never  participate  of  its  glorious 
rewards.     If  the  ardor  and  efficacy  of  my  zeal, . 
Ihould  not  diflinguifh  me,  amidft  thofe  many 
excellent  citizens  who  ftand  forth  in  the  defence 
of  our  country  J  let  not  your  fuffrage  contribute 
to  the  increafe  of  my  honours.     I  have  no  ambi- 
tion inconfiftent  with  that  general  equality  for 
which  I  have  taken  up  arms  :    and  am  perfectly 
well  contented  to  leave  it  to  your  own  determina- 
tion both  when  and  in  what  manner  my  fervices 
fhall  be  recompenfed.     Nothing  indeed  can  be 
deemed  too  late  or  too  inconfiderable,  which  is 
given  to  a  man  as  a  public  teftimony  of  his  coun- 
try's approbation. 

9  Having 


3ooK  XIV.     OF  C  I  C  E  R  O.  £5^. 

Having  reached  the  Rhone  by  long  marches,  a.u.  71c 
I  pafled  that  river  with  my  whole  army  on  the 
tzyth  of  April :  and  immediately  ordered  a  detach- 
ment of  a  thoufand  horfe  to  advance  before 
me  from  Vienna',  by  a  fhorter  road.  If  I  meet 
with  no  obftruftions  on  the  part  of  Lepidus,  I 
doubt  not  of  giving  the  republic  reafon  to  be  fa- 
tisfied  with  my  diligence  and  expedition :  but  if 
he  fhould  attempt  to  intercept  my  paffage,  I  muU 
take  my  meafures  as  circumftances  fhall  require. 
Of  this  however  I  will  nov/  afTure  you,  that  the 
army  I  am  conducing  is  highly  refpeftable,' 
whether  confidered  with  regard  to  the  na- 
ture, the  number,  or  the  fidelity  of  my  troops. 
I  v/ill  only  add,  that  I  defire  your  friendfhip  upon 
no  other  terms  than  as  you  are  fure  I  fhall  al- 
ways give  you  the  warmed  returns  of  mine. 
Farewel, 

9  'Tis  now  called  Vienne:  a  city  in  the  province  of  Dau- 
phiny,  fituated  upon  the  Rhone. 
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LETTER    III. 

Decimus    Brutus  to  Cicero, 

A.u.  710.  X/OU  are  fenfible  how  great  alofs  the  repub- 
JL  lie  has  fuftained,  by  the  death  of  Panfa '. 
It  behoves  you  therefore  to  exert  all  your  credit 
and  addrefs  to  prevent  our  enemies  from  enter- 
taining any  reafonable  hope  of  recovering  their 
ftrengthj  now  that  they  have  thus  deprived  us  of 
both  our  confuls  *.  I  am  preparing  to  purfue 
Antony  immediately :  and  I  truft  fhall  be  able  to 
render  it  impoffible  either  for  Antony  to  continue 
iH  Italy,  or  for  Ventidius  '  to  efcape  out  of  it. 

*  Panfa  died  at  Bologna  a  few  days  after  the  battle  of  Mu- 
tina,  of  the  wounds  he  received  in  that  aftion.  Appia7i  iii, 
p.  572. 

*  Hirtius  and  Oftavius  after  the  battle  mentioned  in  the 
preceding  note,  "  were  determined  at  all  hazards  to  relieve 
"  Modena  :  and  after  two  or  three  days  fpcnt  in  finding  the 
*  *  moft  likely  place  of  breaking  thro'  the  intrenchments,  they 
"  made  their  attack  with  fuch  vigor,  that  Antony  rather 
*'  than  fuifer  the  town  to  be  fnatched  at  laft  out  of  his  hands, 
*'  chofe  to  draw  out  his  legions  and  come  to  a  general  battle. 
•*  The  fight  was  bloody  and  obftinate :  and  Antony's  men, 
*'  tho'  obliged  to  give  ground,  bravely  difputed  every  inch 
**  of  it :  till  Decimus  Brutus,  taking  the  opportunity  at  the 
*'  fame  time  to  fally  cut  of  the  town  at  the  head  of  his  gar- 
**  rifon,  helped  greatly^todetermine  and  complete  the  vidlory. 
*'  Hirtius  pulhed  his  advantage  with  great  fpirit,  and  forced 
**  his  way  into  Antony's  camp  :  but  when  he  had  gained 
*'  the  middle  of  it,  was  unfortunately  killed  near  the  gene- 
"  ral's  tent."     Life  of  Cic.  iii.  204. 

'  Veutidios  wa;  a  foldier  of  fortune,  vvho  from  the  meaneft 

As 
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As  I  fuppofe  you  fee  very  clearly  the  meafures  A.u.710 
which  Pollio  will  pnrfuc,  I  need  fay  nothing  to 
you  upon  that  article.  But  I  make  it  my  firft 
and  principal  requeft  that  you  would  fend  to 
Lepidus,  in  order,  if  polTible,  to  prevent  that 
light  and  inconftant  man  from  renewing  the  war, 
by  joining  with  Antony :  as  both  Lepidus  and 
Pollio  are  at  the  head  of  very  numerous  and 
powerful  armies.  I  do  not  mention  this  as  ima- 
gining that  you  are  not  equally  attentive  to  thefe 
important  points  j  but  from  the  firm  perfuafioa 

original  became  one  of  the  mofl:  diftinguifhed  captains  of 
the  age.  The  father  of  Pompey  having  taken  the  city  of 
Afcalum  in  the  Italic  or  focial  war,  referved  part  of  the  in- 
habitants to  grace  his  triumphal  entry  into  Rome ;  among 
which  was  the  mother  of  Vcntidius,  who  walked  before  the 
viftor's  car  with  her  infant  fon  at  her  breaft.  When  he 
grew  up,  he  gained  his  livelihood  by  ferving  as  a  groom; 
in  which  employment  having  gotten  together  a  little  money, 
he  furnifhed  himfelf  with  fome  mules  and  carriages,  which 
he  let  out  to  the  government  for  the  ufe  of  the  proconfuls 
in  their  way  to  the  provinces.  In  this  capacity  he  Liecame 
known  to  Cajfar,  who  cbferving  in  him  a  genius  much  fupe- 
rior  to  his  ftation,  took  him  into  Gaul,  where  he  advanced 
him  in  his  army  ;  and  after  the  civil  wars  were  ended,  gave 
him  a  place  in  the  fenate,  and  creafjd  him  pr2Stor.  After 
the  death  of  Caefar,  he  attached  himfelf  to  the  interefl:  of 
Antony  :  to  whofe  affillance  he  was  at  this  time  marching 
at  the  head  of  a  confiderable  body  of  troops,  which  he  had 
raifed  out  of  Csefar's  veteran  legions  that  were  difperfed  in 
different  parts  of  Italy.  Towards  the  end  of  the  prefent 
year,  the  triumvirate  appointed  him  conful.  Having  fhortly 
afterwards  obtained  a  fignal  viftory  over  the  Parthians,  his 
condudl  and  bravery  were  rewarded  with  a  triumph  :  and 
to  crown  the  feries  of  his  glory,  he  was  honoured  at  his 
death  with  a  public  funeral.  Aul.  Gel.  XV.  4.  Dio.  xUii. 
/.  239.     Fel.  Patsrc.  ii.  65. 

Vol.  IIL  S  that 


258  The     letter  S     Book  XfV. 

A.u.  710.  that  Lepidus,  however  dubious  it  may  perhaps 
appear  to  the  fen  ate,  will  never  of  himfelf  a(5fe 
in  the  manner  he  ought.  Let  me  intreat  you 
likewife  to  confirm  Plancus  in  his  prefent  refolu- 
tions  :  who^  I  fhould  hope,  when  he  fees  Antony 
driven  out  of  Italy,  will  not  be  wanting  in  his 
afTiilance  to  the  republic.  If  the  latter  fhould 
have  crolTcd  the  Alps,  I  purpofe  to  pofl  a 
proper  number  of  forces  to  guard  the  pafTes  of 
thole  mountains  ^ :  and  you  may  depend  upon 
my  giving  you  regular  notice  of  all  my  motions* 
Farewel. 

From  my  camp  at  Regium-^ 
April  the  29th. 

LETTER    IV. 

To    Plancus. 

HOW  pleafing  was  the  letter  I  received  from 
you  two  days  before  our  viclory  at  Mu- 
tina !  wherein  you  gave  me  an  account  of  the 
Hate  of  your  troops,  of  your  zeal  to  the  republic, 
and  of  the  expedition  with  which  you  were  ad- 

*  The  intent  of  this  guard  fecms  to  have  been  what 
Mr.  Rofs  conjeftares,  in  order  to  int<?rcept  the  march  of 
Ventidius,  and  prevent  him  from  following  Antony  over 
the  Alps.-  , 

'A  tevvn  upon  the  ^milian  way,  between  Modena  and 
Parma,     It  is  now  called  Keggio. 

vancing 
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vancing  to  the  relief  of  Brutus.  But  notwith-  A.u.710* 
flranding  that  the  enemy  was  defeated  before  you 
could  join  our  army  :  the  hopes  neverthelefs  of 
the  commonwealth  are  ftili  fixed  entirely  upon 
you  :  as  the  principal  leaders  of  thefe  infamous 
rebels  have  efcaped,  it  is  faid,  from  the  field  of 
battle.  You  will  remember  therefore,  that  to 
exterminate  the  remains  of  this  party,  will  be  a 
fervice  no  lefs  acceptable  to  the  fenate,  than  if 
you  had  given  them  the  firft  renulfe. 

I  am  waiting,  as  well  as  many  others,  v/ith 
great  impatience  for  the  return  of  your  couriers. 
I  hooe  that  our  late  fuccefs  will  now  induce  even 
Lepidus  himfelf  to  ad  in  concert  with  you,  for 
the  defence  of  the  common  caufe.  I  intreat  you, 
my  dear  Plancus,  to  employ  your  utmoft  endea- 
vours for  this  important  purpofe ;  that  every 
fpark  of  this  horrid  war  may  be  utterly  and  for 
ever  extinguiflied.  If  you  fliould  be  able  to  efFe6t 
this,  you  will  render  a  moil  godlike  fervice  to 
your  country,  and  at  the  fame  time  procure  im- 
mortal honour  to  yourfelf.     FareweL 

May  the  5tho 


S  2  LET- 
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L  E  T  T  E  R    V. 

To  the  Same. 

A.u.  710.  Y  Seifed  the  very  firfl  opportunity  of  contri- 
JL  buting  to  the  augmentation  of  your  digni- 
ties :  and  I  omitted  no  diftinftion  that  could  be 
confidered  either  as  the  applaufe  or  reward  of  me- 
rit. This  you  will  perceive  by  the  decree  which 
has  been  voted  to  your  honour  with  the  utmoil 
zeal  and  unanimity  in.  a  very  full  houfe :  and  it 
is  exprefied  in  the  very  words  I  diftated  from  a 
paper  which  I  had  drawn  up  for  that  purpofe.  I 
was  fenfible  at  the  fame  time  from  your  letter^,. 
that  it  was  more  your  ambition  to  approve  your 
actions  to  every  honeil  mind,  than  to  be  dillin- 
guiflied  with  thefe  infigns  of  glory  :  but  I  thought 
it  incumbent  upon  the  republic  to  confider,  not 
what  you  defire,  but  what  you  deferve.  Let  me 
only  intreat  you  to  finifh  the  work  which  others 
have  fo  happily  begun  ;  rem.embering  that  who- 
ever Ihall  deftroy  Antony,  will  have  the  whole 
honour  of  concluding  this  war.  It  is  thus  that 
Homer  gives  the  glory,  not  to  Ajax,  nor  Achil- 
les, but  to  UlyiTes  alone,  of  having  exterminated 
Troy  ^     Farewel. 

*  In  the  original  it  is,  Homerus  non  j^jacem,  nee  Achillem-, 
ftd    Ulyjfem  appellavit    ■jfloXiTtof^xov  ;    which   is    not   ilridly 

5  LET- 
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LETTER    VL 

D  E  c  I  M  u  s    Brutus    to    C  i  c  i:  r  o., 

I  Look  upon  the  obligations  I  have  received  A.u.  710. 
from  you,  as  nothing  inferior  even  to  thofe 
which  I  have  conferred  upon  the  republic :  but  I 
am  not  capable,  you  are  well  afFured,  of  mak- 
ing you  fo  ill  a  return  as  I  have  experi-enced  from 
fome  of  my  ungrateful  countrymen.     It  m.ight 
perhaps   in  the  prefent  conjunfture,  be  thought 
to  have  fomewhat  the  air  of  flattery  were  I  to 
fay,  that  your  fingle  applaufe  outweighs,  in  my 
«fl:eem,  their  v/hole   united   approbation.     It  is 
certain   however,  that  you  view  my  actions  by 
the  faithful  light , of  difpaflionate  truth, and  rea- 
fon :  whereas  they,  on  the  contrary,  look  upon 
them  through  the  clouds  of  envy  and  malevo- 
lence.    But   I  am   little    concerned  how  much 
foever  they  may  oppofe  my  honours  ;  provided 
they  do   not   obftrucl  me  in  my  fervices  to  the 
republic  :  the  very  dangerous  fituation  of  which, 
let  me  now  point  out  to  you  in  as  few  words  as 
poffible. 

true  :  for  Homer  frequently  gives  that  epithet  to  Achilles. 
Plancus  however  could  not  miftake  the  hint,  that  any  ftra- 
tagem  would  be  fair  and  honourable  which  fhould  for  ever 
yemove  Antony  out  of  their  way. 

S  3  In 
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A.U.710.  In  the  firil  place  then,  you  are  fenfible  what 
great  difturbances  the  death  of  the  confuls  ^  nnay 
create  in  Rome  :  as  it  may  give  occafion  to  all 
the  dangerous  praftices  that  ambition  will  luggeft 
to  thofe,  who  are  .dcfirous  of  fucceeding  to  their 
office  ^  This  is  all  that  prudence  will  allow  me 
to  lay  in  a  letter :  and  all  indeed  that  is  neceflary 
to  be  faid  to  a  man  of  your  penetration.  As 
to  Antony,  notwithilanding  he  made  his  efcape 
from  the  field  of  battle  with  but  a  very  few  troops, 
and  thofe  too  entirely  difarmed ;  yet  by  fetting 
open  the  prifons,  and  by  prefling  ail  forts  of  men 
that  fell  in  his  way,  he  has  coUefted  no  con- 
temptible  number  of  forces.  Thefe  have  like- 
wife  been  confiderably  augmented  by  the  acceflion 
of  the  veteran  and  other  troops  of  Ventidius : 
who  after  a  very  difficult  march  over  the  Apennine 
mountains,  has  found  means  to  join  Antony  in 
the  fens  of  Sabata '',  The  only  poffible  fcheme 
which  the  latter  can  purfue,  is,  either  to  have 
recourfe  to  Lepidus,  if  that  general  fliould  be 
difpofed  to  receive  him  ;  or  to  poft  himfelf  on  the 
Alps  and  Apennines,  in  order  to  make  depreda- 

'  Hirtius  and  Panfa. 

'  This  fqems  plainly  to  point  at  Odlavius  ;  vvho  In  fa6l 
foon  after  procured  himfelf  to  be  elefted  conful,  in  con- 
jun^ition  with  Quintus  Pedius. 

"  Between  the  Alps,  and  the  Apennines,  on  the  coaft  of 
Geno-i. 

lions 
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tions  with  his  cavalry  (in  which  he  is  exceedingly  A.u.  710. 
ftrong)  on  the  neighbouring  country  j  or  to 
march  into  Etruria  ',  where  we  have  no  army  to 
oppofe  him.  Had  Csfar  however  pafied  the 
Apennine  mountains  agreeably  to  my  advice  ^  I 
fhould  have  driven  Antony  into  fuch  difficulties, 
that  perhaps  without  ftriking  a  fingle  blow,  I 
fhould  have  been  able  to  have  wafted  his  whole 
army  by  famine.  But  the  misfortune  is,  that 
Cccfar  will  neither  be  governed  by  me,  nor  will 
his  army  be  governed  by  him :  both  which  are 
very  unhappy  circumn.anccs  for  our  caufe.  This 
then  being  the  fad  ftate  of  public  affairs,  can  I 
be  follicitous,  as  I  faid  above,  what  oppofition 
I  may  meet  with  in  refpe6l  to  my  own  perfonai 
honours?  The  particulars  I  have  here  mentioned 
are  of  fo  very  delicate  a  nature,  that  I  know  not 
how  you  will  be  able  to  touch  upon  them  in  the 
fenate  :  or  if  you  fliould,  I  fear  it  will  be  to  no 

*  Tufcany. 

*  "  Oftavius  from  the  bep^inning  had  no  thoughts  of 
*'  purfuing  Antony.  He  had  already  gained  what  he 
'*  aimed  at ;  had  reduced  Antony's  power  To  low,  and 
*'  raifed  his  own  fo  high,  as  to  be  in  a  condition  of  making 
•*  his  own  ttrms  with  him  in  the  partition  of  the  empire  r 
*'  whereas  if  Antony  had  been  wholly  deftroyed,  the  repub- 
"  lican  party  would  have  probably  been  too  ftrong  for  him 

and  Lepidus.  When  Oflavius  was  prefled  therefore  to 
purfue  Antony,  he  contrived  iiill  to  delay  it  until  it  was 
too  late  ;  taking  himfelf  to  be  more  urtfully  employed  ia 
fecuring  to  his  inCCi-eft  the  troops  of  the  confuls."  Life 
of  Cic,  iii.  214. 

S  4  purpofc. 
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A.u.  710.  purpofe.  In  the  mean  time  I  am  in  no  condition 
to  fubfiit  my  troops  any  longer.  When  I  firft 
took  up  arms  for  the  deliverance  of  the  com- 
monwealth, I  had  above  four  hundred  thoufand 
feftertia  '  in  ready  money :  but  at  prefent  I  have 
not  only  mortgaged  every  part  of  my  eftate, 
but  have  borrowed  all  I  could  poffibly  raife  on 
the  credit  of  my  friends.  I  leave  you  to  judge 
therefore  with  what  difficulty  I  now  maintain 
feven  legions  at  my  own  expence.  The  truth  is, 
I  Ihould  not  be  equal  to  fo  great  a  charge,  were 
I  pofTefled  of  all  Varro's  *  immenfe  treafures. 

As  foon  as  I  Ihall  receive  any  certain  infor- 
mation of  Antony's  motions,  I  will  give  yon 
notice.  In  the  mean  t-me,  I  will  only  add,  that 
I  defire  the  continuance  of  your  friendfhip  upon 
jfio  other  terms  than  as  you  fhail  find  an  equal 
return  of  mine.     Farewel. 

JFrom  my  camp  at  Tertona  \     May  the  5  th. 

'  About  320,000!.  ftcrling. 

*  Who  this  man  of  immenfe  wealth  was,  is  not  known. 
There  is  no  reafon  to  believe,  that  he  was  the  celebrated 
Terentius  Varro,  to  whom  feveral  letters  in  the  preceding 
part  of  this  collection  are  addrefied. 

5  Tortona,  aboyt  thirty  miles  north  from  Genoa. 


LET- 
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LETTER    VII. 

Plancus    to    Cicero. 

I  Give  you  a  thoufand  and  a  thoufand  thanks  a.u.7to. 
for  your  late  favours  :  which  as  long  as  I 
live  I  lliall  always  mofl  gratefully  acknowledge. 
More  than  this  I  dare  not  venture  to  promife. 
For  I  fear  it  will  never  be  in  my  power  to  acquit 
fuch  uncommon  obligations  :  unlefs  you  fhould 
think  (what  your  letter  endeavours  indeed  with 
much  ferious  eloquence  to  perfuade  me)  that  to 
remember  them  is  to  return  them.  You  could 
not  have  asfled  with  a  more  afFeftionate  zeal,  if 
the  dignities  of  your  own  fon  had  been  in  que- 
ftion  :  and  I  am  perfe<5lly  fenfible  of  the  high 
honours  that  were  decreed  to  me  in  confequence 
of  your  firfl:  motion  for  that  purpofe.  I  am  fen- 
fible too,  that  all  your  fubfequent  votes  in  my 
behalf,  were  entirely  conformable  to  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  times  and  the  opinion  of  my 
friends :  as  I  am  informed  likewife  of  the  ad- 
vantageous colours  in  which  you  are  perpetually 
reprefenting  me,  as  well  as  of  the  frequent  con- 
tefts  you  fuftain  with  my  injurious  detradors. 
Jt  is  incumbent  upon  me  therefore,  in  the  firfl 
place,  to  endeavour  to  convince  the  republic 
that  I  am  worthy  of  the  praifcs  you  beflow  upon 

mc ; 
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A.U.710.  me;  and  in  the  next  place,  to  render  you  fen- 
fible,  that  I  gratefully  bear  your  friendfhip  in  re- 
mennbrance.  I  will  only  add  under  this  article, 
that  I  defire  you  to  proted  me  in  the  honours  I 
have  thus  procured  by  your  influence:  but  I 
defire  it  no  otherwife  than  as  my  aftions  fhall 
prove  that  1  am  the  man  you  wilh  to  find  me. 

As  foon  as  I  had  pafTed  the  Rhone,  I  detached 
a  body  of  three  thoufand  horfe  under  the  com- 
mand of  my  brother,  with  orders  to  advance 
towards  Mutina :  to  v/hich  place  I  intended  to 
follow  them  with  the  reil  of  my  army.  But  on 
my  march  thither  I  received  advice,  that  an  adion 
had  happened  and  that  the  fiege  was  raifed.  An- 
tony, I  findj  has  no  other  refource  left  but  to 
retire  into  thefe  parts  with  the  remains  of  his 
broken  forces.  His  only  hopes  indeed  are,  that 
he  may  be  able  to  gain  either  Lcpidus,  or  his 
army :  in  which  there  are  fome  troops  no  lefs 
difaffeded  to  the  republic  than  thofe  which 
ferved  under  Antony  himfeif.  I  thought  proper 
therefore  to  recall  my  cavalry,  and  to  halt  in  the 
country  of  the  Allobroges '  s  that  I  may  be  ready 

^  In  the  fecond  letter  of  this  book,  Plancus  fays  this  de- 
tachment confilled  only  of  a  thoufand  horfe  :  in  one  or  other 
therefore  of  thefe  pafTages  the  tranfcribers  muft  have  com- 
mitted fome  miftake. 

'  It  comprehended  the  territories  of  Geneva  with  part  of 
?avoy  and  Dauphine  :  and  formed  a  diltrid  of  the  provincQ 
under  the  command  of  Lepidus. 

to 
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to  aft  as  circumftances  fhall  require.  If  Antony  A.u.  710. 
fhould  retire  into  this  country,  deftituteof  men; 
I  make  no  doubt,  notwithftanding  that  he  fhould 
be  received  by  the  army  of  Lepidus,  to  be  able 
to  give  a  good  account  of  him  with  my  prefent 
forces.  Should  he  even  appear  at  the  head  of 
fome  troops,  and  fhould  the  tenth  veteran  legion 
revolt,  which,  together  with  the  reft  of  thofe 
regiments,  was  by  my  means  prevailed  upon  to 
engage  in  the  fervice  of  the  republic  ;  yet  I  fhall 
endeavour,  by  afling  on  the  defenfive,  to  prevent 
him  from  gaining  any  advantage  over  us  :  which 
I  hope  to  effeft,  till  a  reinforcement  from  Italy 
fhall  enable  me  to  exterminate  this  defperate 
crew.  I  will  venture  at  leaft  to  afTure  you,  my 
dear  Cicero,  that  neither  zeal  nor  vigilance  fhall 
be  wanting  on  my  part  for  that  purpofe.  It  is 
my  fincere  wifli  indeed,  that  the  fenate  may  have 
no  farther  fears  :  but  if  any  fhould  ftill  remain, 
no  man  will  enter  into  their  caufe  with  greater 
warmth  and  fpirit,  nor  be  willing  to  fuffer  more 
in  the  fupport  of  it,  than  myfelf, 

I  am  endeavouring  to  engage  Lepidus  to  join 
with  me  in  the  fame  views  :  and  I  have  promifed 
him,  if  he  will  acl:  with  a  regard  to  the  intereft 
of  the  republic,  that  I  fhall  upon  all  occafions 
yield  him  an  entire  deference.  I  have  employed 
my  brother,  together  with  Furnius  and  Late- 
re nTis, 
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A.U.710.  renfis'j  to  negotiate  this  alTociation  between  us: 
and  no  private  injury  done  to  myfelf  fhall  ever 
prevent  me  from  concurring  v/ith  my  greatefl 
enemy,  whenever  it  may  be  necefiary  for  the 
defence  of  the  commonwealth.  But  fhould 
thefe  overtures  prove  unfuccefsful,  I  fhall  ftill 
perfevere  with  the  fame  zeal  (and  perhaps  vvith 
more  glory)  in  my  endeavours  to  give  fatif- 
faclion  to  the  fenate.  Take  care  of  your  health, 
and  allow  me  an  equal  return  of  your  friendfhip. 
Farewel. 

LETTER     VIII. 

Decimus  Brutus.  Conful  ele6^,  to  Cicero, 

I  Have  received  a  duplicate  of  the  letter  you 
fent  me  by  my  couriers  :  to  which  1  can 
only  fay  in  return,  that  my  obligations  to  you 
rife  much  higher  than  I  can  eafily  difcharge. 

I  gave  you  an  account  in  my  laft,  of  the  po- 
fture  of  our  affairs  :  fince  which  I  have  received 
intelligence,  that  Antony  is  on  his  march  to- 
wards Lepidus.  Among  fome  papers  of  Antony 
which  are  fallen '  into  my  hands,  I  found  a  lift 
of  the  feveral  perfons  whom  he  intended  to  em- 

•  Furnius,  it  has  already  been  obferved,  was  lieutenant 
to  Plancus ;.  as  Laterenfis  aded  in  the  fame  capacity  under 
Lepid  US- 
ploy 
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ploy  as  mediators  in  his  behalf  with  PoUio,  Le-  a.u.  710. 
pidus  and  Plancus  :   To  that  he  has  not  yet,   it 
feems,  given  up  all  hopes  of  gaining  the  latter. 
Neverthelefs,  I  did  not  hefitate  to  fend  an  imme- 
diate exprefs  to  Plancus  with  advice  of  Antony's 
march.     I  expefl  within  a  few  days  to  receive 
ambafiadors  from  the  Allobroges  and  all  the  other 
diftri^ls  of  this   province :  and  I  doubt  not  of 
difmiiTing  them  ftrongly  confirmed  in  their  alle- 
giance to  the  republic.  You  will  be  attentive  on 
your  part,  I  dare  fay,  to  promote  all  fuch  necef- 
lary  meafures  at  Rome  as  Ihall  be  agreeable  to 
your  fentiments,  and  to  the  intereft  of  the  com- 
monwealth.    I  am  equally  perfuaded  that  you 
will  prevent,  if  it  be  poffible  to  prevent,   the 
malevolent  fchemes  of  my  enemies.     But  if  you 
fhould  not  fucceed  in  thefe  generous  endeavours, 
you  will  at  lead  have  the  fatisfaftion  to  find 
that  no  indignities  they   can  throw  upon  me, 
are  capable  of  deterring  me  from  my  purpofes. 
Farewel. 

From  my  camp  on  the  frontiers  of  the  Statiel- 
lenfes  '.     May  the  5th. 

*  A  territory  in  Liguria,  the  principal  town  of  which 
was  Aqua  Statifllorum»  now  called  Aqui,  in  the  diftrift  of 
Montferat. 
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A.U.710.  O 


LETTER    IX. 

Plancus    to    Cicero. 

OME  occurrences  have  arifen  fince  I  clofed 
my  former  letter,  of  which  I  think  it  may 
import  the;^' republic  that  you  fhould  be  apprifed  : 
as  both  the  commonwealth  and  myfelf,  I  hope, 
have  reaped  advantage  from  my  afliduity  in  the 
affair  I  am  going  to  mention.  I  follicited  Le- 
pidus  by  repeated  expreffes  to  lay  afide  all  animo- 
fities  between  us,  and  amicably  unite  with  me  in 
concerting  meafures  for  the  fuccour  of  the  repub- 
lic ;  conjuring  him  to  prefer  the  interefl  of  his 
family  and  his  country  to  that  of  a  contemptible 
and  defperate  rebel  -,  and  aflliring  him  if  he  did 
fo,  that  he  might  entirely  command  me  upon  all 
occafions.  Accordins-ly  bv  the  intervention  of 
Laterenfis,  I  have  fucceeded  in  my  negociation ; 
and  Lepidus  has  given  me  his  honour,  that  if  he 
cannot  prevent  Antony  from  entering  his  pro- 
vince %  he  will  moft  certainly  lead  his  ^rmy 
againft  him.  He  requefls  likewife  that  I  would 
join  him  with  my  forces  -,  and  the  rather,  as  An- 
tony is  extremely  ilrong  in  cavalry,  whereas  that 

*  Narbonenfian  Gaul :  which  together  with  part  of  Spain 
compofed  the  province  of  Lepidus. 

of 
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of  Lepidiis   is  very  inconfiderable :  and  out  ofA.u.710. 
thefe  few,  ten  of  his  beil  men  have  lately  delerted 
to  my  camp.     As  foon  as  I  received  this  ex- 
prefs,  I  loft  no  time  to  forward  and  affift  the 
good  intentions  ofLepidus.  I  clearly  faw  indeed 
the  advantage  that  would  arife  from  my  joining 
him :  as  my  horfe  would  be  of  fcrvice  in  purfu- 
ing  and  dcftroying  Antony's  cavalry,   and  as  the 
prefence  of  my  troops  in  general  would  be  a  re- 
ftraint  upon  the  difaftecled  part  of  thofe  under  his 
command.     To  this  end,   having  fpent  a  day  in 
throwing  a  bridge  acrofs  the  Ifara  \  a  very  confi- 
derable  river,  that  bounds  the  territories  of  the 
AUobroges,  I  pafled  it  with  my  whole  army  on  the 
1 2th  of  May.     But  having  received  advice  that 
Lucius  Antonius  *  was  advancing  towards  us  with 
fome  regiments  of  horfe  and  foot,  and  that  he  was 
aftually  arrived  at  Forum  Julii '' ;  I  ordered  on  the 
1 4th  a  detachment  of  four  thoufand  horfe  to  meet 
him  under  the  command  of  my  brother :    whom 
I  purpofe  to  follow  by  long  marches  v/ith  four 
light-armed  legions  and  the  remainder  of  my  ca- 
valry.    And  fhould  that  Fortune  which  prefides 
over  the  republic,  prove  in  any  degree  favourable 

'  It  is  now  called  the  I/ere,  a  river  in  Dauphinc  which 
falls  into  the  Rhone. 

»  A  brother  of  Mark  Antony. 

*  Now  called  Frejus,  a  city  in  Provence, 

2  to 
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A.U.710.  to  my  arms,  I  fhall  foon  put  an  end  at  once  both 
to  our  own  fears,  and  to  the  hopes  of  thefe  in"' 
folent  rebels.  But  if  the  infamous  Antony,  ap- 
prifed  of  our  approach,  fliould  retire  towards 
Italy  i  it  will  be  the  bufinefs  of  Brutus  to  intercept 
his  march  :  and  Brutus,  I  am  perfuaded,  will 
not  be  wanting  either  in  courage  or  condu6l  for 
that  purpofe.  Neverthelefs  I  Ihall  in  that  cafe 
fend  my  brother  with  a  detachment  of  horfe  to 
harrafs  Antony  in  his  retreat,  and  to  protedl  Italy 
from  his  depredations.     Farewel. 

LETTER     X. 

Cassius,  Proconful,  to  Cicero. 

'\7'OUR  letter  ^  affords  me  e.  new  proof  of 
-■•  your  extraordinary  friendlhip.  I  find  by 
it,  that  you  are  not  only  a  well-wifher  to  my 
interefl,  (as  you  have  at  all  times  been  indeed, 
for  the  fake  of  the  republic  as  well  as  for  my 
own)  but  enter  into  it  with  the  warmeft  and  moll: 
anxious  follicitude.  I  was  perfuaded  therefore, 
that  as  you  could  not  fuppofe  me  capable  of 
being  inaftive  at  a  feafon  when  my  country  la- 
boured under  a  general  opprefTion,  you  would  be 

f  This  feems  to  be  an  anfwer  to  the  15  th  letter  of  the 
preceding  Book,  p.  219. 

Im- 
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impatient  to  hear  both  of  my  perfonal  welfare  and  A.u.  71  x 
of  the  fuccefs  of  my  military  preparations.  For 
this  reafon,  as  foon  as  Aulus  Aliienus  had  refigned 
thofe  legions  into  my  hands  which  he  brought 
from  Egypt  ^  I  wrote  to  you  by  different  cou- 
riers whom  I  difpatched  to  Rome.  I  fent  a  letter 
at  the  fame  time  to  the  fenate  :  and  if  my  people 
obeyed  their  inftruftions,  it  was  not  delivered  till 
it  was  firfl  read  to  you.  But  if  thefe  expreffes 
fhould  not  be  arrived,  I  am  perfuaded  they  have 
been  intercepted  by  Dolabella  :  who  after  leaving 
moft  villainouQy  murdered  Trebonius  "^^  has 
made  himfelf  mailer  of  his  province. 

*  See  rem.  3.  p.  206.  of  this  vol. 

'  It  has  already  been  obferved  in  rem.  4.  p.  194.  of 
this  vol.  that  Dolabella  left  Rome  before  the  expiration  of 
his  confulfhipj  in  order  to  pOiTefs  himfelf  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Syria.  In  his  way  thither  he  arrived  at  Smyrna  j 
where  Trebonius,  proconful  of  Afia  Minor,  refided.  Tre- 
bonius refufed  him  admittance  into  tl»e  city ;  but  treated 
him  howevtr  with  great  civility,  and  many  compliments 
mutually  paffed  between  them.  With  thefe  Dolabella  ap- 
peared fatisfied,  and  pretending  to  purfue  his  march,  pro- 
ceeded towards  Ephefus  :  but  he  returned  in  the  night,  and 
making  himfelf  mailer  of  the  city  by  furprife,  feifed  Trebo- 
nius in  his  bed.  Cicero  in  one  of  his  Philippics,  expatiates 
upon  the  cruelties  which  Doh.bella  exercifed  on  this  Ifis  un- 
fortunate but  illuftrious  prifoner.  He  kept  him  two  days  vui" 
der  torture  to  extort  a  dilcovery  of  the  public  money  in  his 
cuftody,  infulting  him  at  the  fame  time  with  the  moll  op- 
probrious language  :  he  then  ordered  his  head  to  be  cut  ofF 
and  exhibited  to  the  populace  on  the  point  of  a  fpear,  his 
body  to  be  dragged  through  the  principal  ftreets  of  Smyrna, 
and  afterwards  to  be  thrown  into  the  fea.  See  rem.  8.  p.  9^. 
of  this  vol.     Jppi(vi.  B.  Q.  iii,  p.  542.     P/^il,  xi.  2,  3. 

Vol.  III.  '         T  All 
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All  the  troops  which  I  found  in  Syria,  have 
fubmitted  to  my  authority.  However  I  have 
been  a  little  retarded  in  my  preparations,  in  order 
to  diftribute  fome  donatives  which  I  had  promiled 
to  the  foldiers  :  but  I  have  now  difcharged  my 
engagements. 

If  you  are  fenfible  that  I  have  refufed  no  la- 
bours nor  dangers  for  the  fervice  of  my  country; 
if  it  was  by  your  advice  and  perfuafion  that  I  took 
up  arms  againft  thofe  infamous  invaders  of  our  li- 
berties ;  if  I  have  not  only  raifed  an  army  for  the 
defence  of  the  commonwealth,  but  have  even 
fnatched  it  from  mofl  cruel  and  oppreffive  hands ; 
let  thefe  confiderations  recommend  my  interells 
to  your  care  and  protection.  Had  Dolabella 
indeed  poilelTed  himielf  of  thefe  forces,  the  ex- 
pe6lation  of  fuch  an  additional  body  of  troops, 
even  before  they  had  adually  joined  Antony, 
would  greatly  have  confirmed  and  ftrengthened 
his  party.  If  upon  this  account  therefore  you 
think  thefe  foldiers  deferve  highly  of  the  republic, 
let  them  experience  the  benefit  of  your  patronage; 
nor  fufFer  them  to  have  reafon  to  regret,  that  they 
preferred  their  duty  to  the  commonwealth  to  all 
the  powerful  temptations  of  plunder  and  rapine. 
I  mull  tilfo  recommend  it  to  your  care,  that  due 
honours  be  paid  to  the  generals  Marcus  and  Crif- 

pus. 
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i^us  ^.  As  to  BafTuSj  he  obltinately  refufed  to  A. u.  710. 
deliver  up  the  legion  under  his  command  :  and 
had  they  not  without  his  confent  deputed  fome 
of  their  officers  to  treat  with  me,  he  would 
have  fliut  the  gates  of  Apamea,  and  forced  me 
to  have  entered  the  town  by  affault.  I  make 
thcfe  re'quells  then,  as  well  in  the  name  of  our 
friendfhip,  which  I  truft  will  have  much  weight 
v/ith  you ;  as  in  that  of  the  republic,  which  has 
ever,  I  know,  been  the  object  of  your  wartnefl 
affeftion.  Believe  me,  the  army  under  riiy  com- 
mand is  zealoufly  attached  not  only  to  the  fcnate, 
and  to  every  friend  of  our  country,  but  particularly 
to  yourfelf.  The  frequent  accounts  indeed  they 
hear  of  your  patriot-difpofition,  have  extremely 
endeared  you  to  them  :  and  fhould  they  find  their 
interefls  to  be  a  part  of  your  concern,  they  will 
confider  you  in  all  refpecls  as  their  firft  and 
greateft  benefactor. 

Since  I  wrote  the  above,  I  have  received  intel- 
lio-ence  that  Dolabella  is  marched  into  Cilicia : 
whither  I  purpofe  imrriediately  to  follow  him.  I 
will  give  you  early  notice  of  the  event  of  this  ex- 
pedition :  and  m.ay  I  fo  prove  fuccefsful  as  I 
fhall  endeavour  to  deferve  well  of  the  republic. 

•  Some  account  of  thefe  perfons,  as  well  as  of  Ba/Tus  men- 
tioned In  the  next  fentence,  has  been  given  in  the  preceding 
remarks. 

T  2  Take 
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A.u.  710.  Take  care  of  your   health    and  continue  your 
friendfhip  to  me.     Farewel. 
From  my  camp.  May  the  7  th. 

LETTER    XL 

To  Decimus  Brutus,  Conful  eledt. 

THE  meffage  you  commiffioned  Galba  and 
Volumnius  to  deliver  to  the  fenate,  fufE^ 
cientlv  intimates  the  nature  of  thofe  fears  andfuf- 
picions  which  you  imagine  we  have  reafon  to  en- 
tertain. But  I  muft  confefs  that  the  apprehen- 
fions  you  would  thus  infufe  into  us,  feem  by 
no  means  v/orthy  of  that  glorious  vidory  you 
have  obtained  over  the  enemies  of  the  common- 
wealth. Believe  me,  my  dear  Brutus,  both  the 
fenate  and  the  generals  that  fupport  its  caufe, 
are  animated  with  an  undaunted  refolution :  we 
were  forry  therefore  that  you,  whom  we  efteem 
the  braveft  captain  that  ever  the  republic  em- 
ployed, fhould  think  us  capable  of  any  timi- 
dity. Is  it  poflible  indeed,  after  having  confi- 
dently repofed  our  hopes  on  youx  courage  and 
condu£t  when  you  were  invefted  by  Antony  in  all 
the  fulnefs  of  his  ftrength  and  power,  that  any 
of  us  fhould  harbour  the  leafl  fear  now  that 
the  fiege  is  raifed,  and  the  enemy's  arpiy  en- 
tirely , 
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tirely  overthrown?  Nor  have  we  any  thing,  a.u.  710. 
furely,  to  apprehend  fron:i  Lepidus.  For  who 
can  imagine  him  lb  utterly  void  of  all  rational 
conduct,  as  to  have  profelled  himfelf  an  advocate 
for  peace  when  we  were  engaged  in  a  moft  ne- 
cefTary  and  important  war,  and  yet  to  take  up 
arms  againft  the  republic  the  moment  that  moft 
defirable  peace  is  reftored  ?  You  are  far  too 
fagacious,  I  doubt  not,  to  entertain  fuch  a 
thought  '.  Neverthelefs  the  fears  you  have  re- 
newed amongll  us  at  a  time  when  every  temple 
throughout  Rome  is  refcunding  with  our  thankf-' 
givings  for  your  deliverance,  have  caft  a  very 
confiderable  damp  upon  our  joy.  May  the  fact 
prove  then,  (what  Indeed  I  am  inclined  to  believe 
as  well  as  hope)  that  Antony  is  completely  van- 
quillied.  But  Ihould  he  happen  to  recover  fome 
degree  of  ftrength,  he  will  moft  affu redly  find 
that  neither  the  fenate  is  deftitute  of  wifdom,  nor 
the  people  of  courage :  I  will  add  too,  nor  the 
republic  of  a  general,  fo  long  as  you  ftiall  be  alive 
to  lead  forth  her  armies.  Farewel. 
May  the  19th. 

•  It  will  appear  in  the  progrefs  of  thefe  letters,  that  if 
Cicero  was  really  in  earneft  in  what  he  here  fays  concern- 
ing Lepidus,  it  was  he  himfelf,  and  not  Brutus,  who  wanu. 
ed  fagacity. 


T  3  hET^ 
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LETTER     XII. 

Plancus   to   Cicero. 

A.U.7T0.  A  Ntony  arrived  at  Forum- Julii  with  the  van 
-^^  of  his  army,  on  the  15th  of  May:  and 
Ventidius  is  only  two  days  march  behind  him. 
Lepidiis  writes  me  word,  that  he  propofes  to  wait 
forme  at  Forum- Vpconii ',  where  he  is  at  prefent 
encamped  :  a  place  about  four-and-twenty  miles 
diflant  from  Forum-Julii.  If  he  and  Fortune  do 
not  deceive  my  expeflations,  the  fenate  may  de- 
pend upon  my  fpeedily  terminating  this  bufinefs 
to  their  full  fatisfadion. 

I  mentioned  to  you  in  a  former  letter,  that  the 
great  fatigues  which  my  brother  had  undergone 
by  his  continual  marches,  had  extremely  im- 
paired his  conftitution.  However,  as  foon  an 
he  was  fufRciently  recovered  to  get  abroad,  he 
confidered  his  health  as  an  acquifition  which  he 
had  gained  as  much  for  the  fervice  of  the  repub- 
lic, as  for  himfclf :  and  v/as  the  firll  therefore  to 
engage  in  every  hazardous  expedition.  But  I 
have  recommended  it  to  him,  and  indeed  infift- 
cd,  that  he  fiiould  return  to  Rome  :  as  he  would 
be  much  more  likely  to  wear  himfelf  away  by 

*  N9\v  called  te  Luc,  in  Provence, 
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continuing  in  the  camp,  than  be  able  to  give  nne  a.u.  710. 
any  affiftance.  Befides,  I  imagined  now  that 
the  republic  was  mod  unhappily  deprived  of 
both  the  confuls,  that  the  prefence  of  fo  worthy 
a  magiftrate  would  be  abfolutely  neceffary  at 
Rome.  But  if  any  of  you  ihould  think  other- 
wife  i  let  me  be  cenfured  for  my  imprudent  ad- 
vice J  but  let  not  my  brother  be  condemned  as 
failing  in  his  duty. 

Lepidus,  agreeably  to  my  requeft,  has  deli- 
vered Apella  into  my  hands,  as  an  hoftage  for 
the  faithful  execution  of  his  engagements  to  co- 
operate with  me  in  the  defence  of  the  common- 
wealth. Lucius  Gellius  has  given  me  proofs  of 
his  zeal  :  as  he  has  acted  alfo  in  the  affair  of  the 
three  brothers,  to  the  fatisfaclion  of  Sextus  Ga- 
vianus.  I  have  lately  employed  the  latter  in 
fome  negotiations  between  Lepidus  and  myfelf : 
and  I  have  found  hini  firmly  attached  to  the  in^ 
tereft  of  the  republic.  It  is  with  great  pleafure  I 
give  this  tellimony  in  his  favour  :  a  tribute  which 
I  fhall  always  be  ready  to  pay  where-ever  it  is  de- 
ierved. 

Take  care  of  your  health,  and  allow  me  the 
fame  Ihare  of  your  heart  which  you  moft  alTured- 
ly  poflefs  of  mine.  I  recommend  my  dignities 
like%vife  to  your  protet^ion  :  and  I  hope,  if  I  can 

T  4  plead 
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A.u.  710- plead  any  merit,  you  will  continue  your  good 
oiiices  to  me  with  the  fame  fingular  afFe^^ion  you 
have  hitherto  difcovered.     Farewel. 


]L  E  T  T  E  R    XIII. 

To    CpRNIFICIUS, 

YOU  recommend  a  friend  of  my  own,  wher^ 
you  delire  my  good  offices  to  Lucceius  :  be 
aflured  I  fhall  faithfully  fupport  his  intereil  by 
every  mean  in  my  power. 

We  have  loft  our  coUegues  "■  Hirtius.  and  Pan- 
fa:  and  the  death  of  thefe  excellent  confuls,  who 
difcharged  their  office  with  great  advantage  to  the 
republic,  has  happened  at  a  very  unfeafonable 
conjuntlure.  For  tho'  we  are  at  prefent  deliver- 
ed from  the  oppreffions  of  Antony ;  we  are  not 
wholly  free  from  all  apprehenfions  of  danger. 
But  if  I  may  be  permitted,  I  fliall  continue  my 
ufual  endeavours  to  preferve  the  commonwealth 
from  ruin :  tho'  I  muft  confefs,  I  am  full  weary 
of  the  work.  No  laffitude,  however^  ought  to 
obftruft  the  duties  we  owe  to  our  country. — But 
I  forbear  to  enter  farther  into  this  fubject ;  as  I 
had  rather  you  fhould  hear  of  my  adions  from 
others,  than  from  myfelf  The  account  I  receive 
of  yours  is  entirely  agreeable  to  my  wilhes :  but 

f  In  the  college  of  augurs. 

k 
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it  is  far  otherwife  with  refpe6t  to  the  reports  con- A.u.  710. 
cerning  Minucius.  They  are  indeed  very  unfa- 
vourable to  his  chara6ler;  notwithftanding  all 
the  fine  things  you  faid  of  him  in  one  of  your 
letters.  I  fliould  be  glad  to  know  the  truth  of 
the  cafe  :  and  to  be  informed  of  every  thing  elfe 
which  is  tranfa6ling  in  your  province.  Fare- 
wel, 

LETTER    XIV. 
To  Decimus  Brutus,  Coi.ful  elefl, 

IT  is  with  infinite  fatisfaftion,  my  dear  Brutus, 
that  I  find  you  approve  of  my  conducft  in  the 
fenate  with  refpeft  both  to  the  decemvirs  ^, 
and  to  the  honours  decreed  to  our  young  '  man. 
Yet  after  all,  what  have  my  labours  availed  ?  Be- 
lieve me,  my  friend,  (and  you  know  I  am  not 
apt  to  boaft)  the  fenate  was  the  grand  engine  of 
my  power :  but  all  thofe  fprings  which  I  ufed 
fo    fuccefsfully    to   manage,     have    utterly   loft 

'  Thefe  decemvirs  were  probably  the  ten  perfons  whom 
the  fenate  in  the  firft  tranfports  of  their  fuppofed  compleat 
vidlory  before  the  walls  of  Modena,  had  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  condudl  of  Antony  during  his  adminillration  of  the 
confular  office.     Vid.  Appian.  B.  C.  iii.  578. 

*  Oftavius.  The  honours  here  mentioned  were  perhaps, 
the  ovation,  (a  kind  of  inferior  and  lefs  fplendid  triumph) 
which  by  the  influence  of  Cicero  was  decreed  to  young  Csefar 
for  his  fervices  at  the  fiege  of  Modena.     See  Lr/e  of  Cic.  iii. 

their 
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A.U.  710.  their  force,  and  I  can  no  longer  dired  its  mo- 
tions. The  truth  of  it  is,  the  news  of  your  glo- 
rious fally  from  the  garrifon  of  Mutina;  of  An- 
tony's flight  J  and  of  his  army  being  entirely  cut 
to  pieces  J  had  infpired  fuch  confident  hopes  of  a 
complete  viftory,  that  the  difappointment  has 
caft  a  general  damp  upon  the  fpirit  I  had  raifed 
againft  our  enemies :  and  all  my  ardent  inveftives 
feem  at  lall  to  have  proved  juft  as  infignificant  as 
if  I  had  been  combating  with  my  own  fhadow. — 
But  to  the  purpofe  of  your  letter. — Thofe  who 
are  acquainted  with  the  difpofitions  of  the  fourth 
and  the  martial  legions,  affure  me,  they  will  never 
be  prevailed  on  to  ferve  under  you.  As  to  th^ 
fupply  of  money  v/hlch  you  defire  j  fome  mea- 
fures  may,  and  moll  affuredly  fhall,  be  taken  in 
order  to  raife  it. — I  am  wholly  in  your  fenti- 
ments  with  regard  to  the  calling  Brutus  "■  out  of 
Greece,  and  retaining  Csefar  here  for  the  protec- 
tion of  Italy.  I  agree  with  you  likewife,  my 
dear  Brutus,  that  you  have  enemies :  and  tho'  \ 
find  it  no  very  difficult  matter  to  fuftain  their 
attacks,  yet  ftill  however,  they  ibmewhat  em-r 
barrafs  my  fchemes  in  your  favour. 

The  legions  from  Africa  '  are  daily  expefted. 
Jn  the  mean  time  the  world  is  greatly  aftoniflied 

'  Marcus  Brutus. 

^  Thefe  were  fome  of  the  veteran  legions  that  had  ferved 
under  Julius  C;efar.     See  rem.  4.  on  let.  i8.  of  thisbook. 

to 
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to  find  that  the  war  is  broke  out  again  in  your  A.u.  710 
province.  Nothing,  in  truth,  ever  happened  fo 
unexpe(5bedly :  as  we  had  promifed  ourfelves, 
from  the  account  of  the  vidory  which  was 
brought  to  us  on  your  birth-day,  that  the  peace 
of  the  republic  was  eflablifhed  for  many  genera- 
tions. But  now  all  our  fears  are  revived  with  as 
much  ftrength  as  ever. 

You  mentioned  in  your  letter  dated  the  i^tk 
of  May,  that  you  were  jufb  informed  by  an  ex- 
prefs  from  Plancus,  that  Lepidus  had  refufed  to 
receive  Antony.  Should  this  prove  to  be  fa6t, 
our  bufinefs  will  be  fo  much  the  eafier  j  if  not, 
we  fhall  have  a  very  difficult  llruggle  to  main- 
tain :  and  it  depends  upon  you  to  eafe  me  of  my 
great  apprehenfions  for  the  event.  As  for  my 
own  part,  I  have  exhaufted  all  my  powers  ;  and 
I  am  utterly  incapable  of  doing  more  than  I  have 
already  performed.  It  is  far  otherwife  however, 
with  my  friend  :  and  I  not  only  wifh,  butexpeft, 
to  fee  you  the  greateft  and  moil  diftinguilhed 
pf  Romans.     FareweJ. 


JLET- 
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LETTER    XV. 

To    Plancus. 

Othing,  my  dear  Plancus,  could  be  more 
glorious  to  yourfelfj  nor  more  acceptable 
to  the  fenate,  than  the  letter  you  lately  ad- 
dreffed  to  that  affembly  :  I  will  add  too,  nothing 
could  be  more  opportune  than  the  particular 
junfture  in  which  it  was  delivered.  Cornutus 
received  it  in  the  prefence  of  a  very  full  houfe, 
juft  as  he  had  communicated  to  us  a  cold  and  ir- 
refolute  letter  from  Lepidus.  Yours  was  read  im- 
mediately afterwards :  and  it  was  heard  with  the 
loudeft  exclamations  of  applaufe.  It  was  highly 
pleafing  indeed  to  the  fenate,  not  only  from  the 
importance  of  its  contents  and  thofe  zealous  fer- 
vices  to  the  republic  of  which  it  gave  us  an  ac- 
count, but  from  that  llrength  and  elegance  of 
cxprefllon  with  which  it  was  animated.  The 
fenate  was  extremely  urgent  that  it  might  imme- 
diately be  taken  into  confideration  :  but  Cornu- 
tus thought  proper  to  decline  their  requeft. 
However,  the  whole  afiembly  exprefling  great 
indignation  at  his  refufal,  the  queition  was  put 
by  five  of  the  tribunes  of  the  people.  When 
Servilius  was  called  upon  for  his  opinion,  he 

8  moved 
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moved   that  the    debate   might   be   adjourned.  A.u.  710, 
What  my  fentiments  were  (and  I  was  fupported 
in  them   by  the  unanimous  concurrence  of  the 
whole  houfe)  you  will  fee  by  the  decree  that  pafied 
upon  this  occafion- 

I  am  fenfible  that  your  own  fuperior  judgment 
is  abundantly  fufEcient  to  direft  you  in  all  emer- 
gencies ;  yet  I  cannot  forbear  advifing  you  not 
to  wait  for  the  fanfbion  of  the  fenate  in  fo  critical 
a  conjundure  as  theprefent,  and  which  undoubt- 
edly muft  often  demand  immediate  action.  Be 
a  fenate,  my.  friend,  to  yourfelf :  and  without 
any  other  authority  fcruple  not  to  purfue  fuch 
meafures  as  the  intereft  of  the  republic  fhall  re- 
quire. In  one  word,  let  your  a6tions  anticipate 
our  expeftations,  and  give  us  the  pleafure  of 
hearing  that  you  have  executed  forne  glorious 
exploits,  ere  we  are  fo  much  as  apprifed  that  you 
even  had  it  in  your  intention.  I  will  venture  to 
afiure  you,  that  the  fenate  will  moll  certainly 
approve  both  your  zeal  and  your  judgment  in 
Vharever  you  iliall  thus  undertake.     Farewel. 


LET- 
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LETTER     XVt. 

To  Decimus  Brutus,  Conful  eledl. 

A.U.710.  Y  ^,-0  indebted  to  you  for  your  fhort  letter  by 
JL  Flaccus  Volumnius,  as  well  as  for  two 
others  more  full ;  one  of  v/hich  was  brought  by 
the  courier  of  Titus  Vibius,  the  other  was  for- 
warded to  me  by  Lupus :  and  all  of  them  came 

I 

to  my  hands  on  the  fame  day.  I  find  by  your 
own  account  as  well  as  -by  that  which  Graeceius 
has  given  me,  that  the  war,  far  from  being  ex- 
tinguifhed,  feems  to  be-  breaking  out  again  with 
greater  violence.  You  are  fenfible  if  Antony 
fhould  gain  any  ftrcngth,  that  all  your  illuftri- 
ous  fervices  to  the  republic  will  be  utterly 
fruflirated.  The  firft  accounts  we  received  here, 
and  which  indeed  were  univerfally  credited,  re- 
prefented  him  as  having  run  away  in  great  con- 
fternation,  attended  only  with  a  few  frightened 
and  difarmed  foldiers.  But  if  the  truth,  after 
all,  fhould  be  (what  Grasceius  afTures  me)  that 
Antony  is  in  fa6t  fo  flrong  as  to  render  it  un- 
fafe  to  give  him  battle ;  he  does  not  feem  fo 
much  to  have  fled  from  Mutina,  as  to  have 
changed  the  feat  of  war.  This  unexpefted 
g  news 
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news 'has  given  all  Rome  another  countenance,  A. u.  710. 
and  a  general  air  of  difappointment  appears  in 
every  face.  There  are  even  fome  amongft  us 
who  complain  of  your  not  having  immediately 
purfued  Antony:  for  they  imagine  if  no  time  had 
been  loft,  that  he  muft  inevitably  have  been  de- 
flroyed.  But  it  is  ufual  with  the  people  in  all 
governments,  and  efpecially  in  ours,  to  be  parti- 
cularly difpofed  to  abufe  their  liberty,  by  licen- 
tious reflexions  on  thofe  to  whom  they  are  in- 
debted for  the  enjoyment  of  it.  However,  one 
fliould  be  careful  not  to  give  then^anyjuft  caule 
for  their  cenfures. 

To  fay  all  in  one  word  ;  whoever  deflro)'s  An- 
tony, will  have  the  glory  of  terminating  the 
war  :  a  hint  which  I  had  rather  leave  to  your 
own  refleftions,  than  enter  myfelf  into  a  more 
open  explanation  '.     Farewel. 

LETTER     XVII. 
Decimus  Brutus  to  Cicero. 

I  Will  no  longer  attempt  to  make  any  formal 
acknowledgments  of  the  repeated  inftances  I 
receive  of  your  friendfliip  :  mere  words  are  a  very 

3  See  rem.  6.  p.  260,  of  this  vol. 

in- 
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A.u.  710.  Inadequate  return  to  thofe  obligations  which  my 
befb  fervices  can  but  ill  repay.  If  you  will  look 
back  upon  my  former  letters,  you  cannot  be  at  a 
lofs  to  difcover  the  reafons  that  prevented  me 
from  purfuing  Antony  immediately  after  the  bat- 
tle of  Mutina.  The  truth,  my  dear  Cicero,  is, 
that  I  was  not  only  unprovided  both  with  caval- 
ry and  baggage-horfes,  but  not  having  at  that 
time  had  an  interview  with  Csefar,  I  could 
not  depend  on  his  affiftance :  and  I  was  wholly 
Ignorant  likewife,  that  Hirtius  was  killed.  This 
will  account  for  my  not  having  purfued  Antony 
on  the  day  of  the  engagement.  The  day  follow- 
ing I  received  an  exprefs  from  Panfa  to  attend 
him  at  Bononia :  but  in  my  way  thither,  being 
informed  of  his  death,  I  immediately  returned 
back  to  join  my  little  corps.  I  mayjuflly  call 
them  fo  indeed,  as  my  forces  are  extremely  dimi- 
nifhed,  and  in  a  very  bad  condition  from  the  great 
hardfliips  they  fuffered  during  the  fiege.  It  was 
by  thefe  means  that  Antony  got  two  days  advance 
of  me :  and  as  he  marched  in  diforder,  he  could 
retire  much  fafter  than  it  was  in  my  power  to  pur- 
fuc.  He  increafed  his  forces  likewife  by  prefling 
the  inhabitants  and  throwing  open  the  prifons  in 
every  town  thro'  which  he  pafled :  and  in  this  man- 
ner he  continued  his  march  till  he  arrived  in  the 
fens  of  Sabata.  This  is  a  place  with  which  I  mull 

bring 
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bring  you  acquainted.  It  is  fituated  between  the  A.u.  710. 
Alps  and  the  Apennines,  and  the  roads  that  lie  ^""^ 
about  it  are  fcarce  practicable.  When  I  had 
reached  within  thirty  miles  of  Antony,  I  was  in- 
formed that  he  had  been  joined  by  Ventidius,  and 
had  made  a  fpeech  at  the  head  of  their  combined 
troopSj  to  perfuade  them  to  follow  him  over  the 
Alps ;  afTuring  them  that  Lepidus  had  agreed  to 
fupport  him.  Neverthelefs,  not  only  his  own 
foldiers  (which  indeed  are  a  very  inconfiderable 
number)  but  thofe  likewife  of  Ventidius  repeat- 
edly and  unanimoufly  declared  that  they  were  de- 
termined either  to  conquer,  or  perilh  in  Italy :  and 
at  the  fame  time  defired  that  they  mieht  be  con- 
dudled  to  Pollentia*.  Antony  found  it  in  vain  to 
oppofe  them  :  however,  he  deferred  his  march  till 
the  enfuing  day.  As  foon  as  I  received  this  in- 
telligenccj  I  detached  five  cohorts  to  Pollentii : 
and  am  now  following  them  with  the  remainder 
ol  my  troops.  This  detachment  threw  themfelves 
into  that  city  an  hour  before  Trcbellius  arrived 
with  his  cavalry  :  a  circumftance  which  gives  me 
great  fatisfadion,  as  it  is  a  point,  I  think,  upon 
which  our  whole  fuccefs  depends.  When  the 
.enemy  found  that  their  defigns  were  thus  fruf- 
trated,  they  conceived  hopes  of  crofnng  the  Alps 
into  Gaul :  as  they  fuppofed  the  four  legions  com- 

*  Some  remains  of  this  city  fllll  fubfifl,  under  the  name  of 
Polenzo,  It  is  Utuated  at  th©- confluence  of  the  Stura  and  the 
Tanaro  in  Pie m out. 

Vol.  IIJ.  U  mandcd 
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A.U.710.  mandcd  by  Plancus  would  not  be  able  to  with- 
Hand  their  united  forces  ;  and  that  an  army  from 
Italy  could  not  overtake  them  foon  enough  to 
prevent  their  pallagc.  However  the  Allobro- 
fres  together  vv^ith  mv  detachment  have  hitherto 
been  fufficient  to  prevent  their  dcfign :  which  I 
truft  they  will  tind  ftill  more  difficult  to  effecl, 
when  I  (hall  come  up  with  the  reft  of  my  forces. 
But  Ihould  they  happen  in  the  mean  time  to  pafs 
the  Ifara,  1  Ihall  exert  my  utmoft  endeavours  that 
this  circumftance  may  not  be  attended  with  an/ 
ill  confcquences  to  the  commonwealth. 

Let  it  raife  the  fpirits  and  the  hopes  of  the  fe- 
nate,  to  obferve  that  Plancus  and  myfclf,  together 
with  our  refpeclive  armies,  a(5t  in  perfed:  concert 
with  each  other,  and  are  ready  to  hazard  every 
danger  in  fupportof  the  common  caufe.  How- 
ever, whilft  you  thus  confidently  rely  on  our  zeal 
and  diligence,  you  will  remit  nothing,  I  hope, 
of  your  own ;  but  employ  your  utmoft  care  to 
lend  us  a  reinforcement  as  well  as  t^tr^  other  ne»- 
CelTary  fupply,  that  may  render  us  in  a  condition 
to  defend  your  liberties  againft-  thofe  who  have 
infamoufly  confpired  their  ruin.  One  cannot  in- 
deed but  look  upon  thcfe  our  enemies  with  fo 
much  the  greater  indignation,  as  they  have  acted 
with  the  vilell:  hypocrify;  and  fuddenly  turned 
tliofe  U'oops  againft  their  country,  which  they  long 
pretended  to  have  raifed  for  its  defence.  Farewel. 
6  LET- 
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LETTER    XVIII. 

DeCIMUS    BlllJTUS     to    CicfeRd. 

IWifli  you  would  perufe  the  letter  1  have  ad-  A.U.  7ro. 
drefled  to  the  fenate,  and  make  what  altera- 
tions you  fhall  judge  proper.  You  will  find  by 
it,  that  I  am  under  ^n  abfolute  neceflity  of  thus 
applying  to  them.  Whilft  I  imagined  that  I 
lliould  be  joined  by  the  fourth  and  martial  le- 
gions ^  agreeably  to  the  decree  of  the  fenate 
which  palled  for  that  purpofe  on  the  motion  of 
Paulus  and  Drufus,  I  v/as  Ids  follicitous  about  the 
reft :  but  now  that  I  have  only  fome  new-raifed 
regimentS)  and  thofe  too  extremely  ill  accoutred, 
I  cannot  but  be  apprehenfive  upon  your  accounts, 
as  well  as  upon  my  own. 

The  citizens  of  Viccntia  '  have  always  dif- 
tinguifhed  Marcus  Brutus  and  myfelf  by  their 
particular  regard.  I  intreat  you  therefore  to  en- 
deavour that  juftice  be  done  them  by  the  fenate,  in 
the  affair  concerning  the  flaves.  They  are  indeed 

♦  Thefewere  veteran  legions  which  had  fervcd  under  •^^-' 
far.     But  notwithftanding  that  they  entered  into  :he  army  of 
lihe  late  confiils  Hirdus  and  Panfa,  they  could  by  no  nneSns 
be  prevailed  with  to  join  Dccimus  Brutus  :  in  refenrmci  ',  '' 
probable,  of  the  part  he  bore  in  the  confpiracy  againR         ; 
favourite  general.     ^/V.  Ep.  famil.xi.  14. 

'  Fitfnxa :  a  maritime  city  in  the  territories  of  the  V . 
tlans. 

U  2  ^  efA- 
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A.u.  7T0.  entitled  to  your  favour  both  by  the  equity  of  their 
caufe,  and  the  fidelity  with  which  they  have  upon 
all  occafions  perfevered  in  their  allegiance  to  the 
republic :  whereas  their  adverfaries,  on  the  con- 
trary, are  a  moil  feditious  and  faithlefs  people. 
Farewel. 

Vercellx  ^  May  the  21ft. 

LETTER    XIX. 

Marcus    Lepidus^    to    Cicerc. 

Aving  received  advice  that  Antony  was  ad-. 
vancing  with  his  troops  towards  my  pro- 
vince, and  had  fent  before  him  a  detachment  of 
his  cavalry  under  the  command  of  his  brother 
Lucius ;  I  moved  with  my  army  from  the  con- 
fluence of  the  Rhone  and  the  Arar  %  in  order  to 
oppofe  their  paffage.  I  continued  my  march 
without  halting,  till  I  arrived  at  Forum  Voconii: 
and  am  now  encamped  fomewhat  beyond  that 
town,  on  the  river  Argenteus  ',  oppofite  to  An- 
tony. Ventidius  has  joined  him  with  his  three 
legions  j  and  has  formed  his  camp  a  little  above 
mine.     Antony  before  this  conjunction  had  the 

•  Vercelll :  In  the  dutchy  of  Milan. 

^  See  rem    "  p.  217.  of  this  vol. 

'  The  Saone:  which  falls  into  the  Rhone  at  Lyons. 

"  The  Argens,  in  Provence  :  it  empties  itfelf  into  the  Me- 
«literranean  a  few  miles  below  Frcjus, 

fecond 
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fecond  legion  entire,  together  with  a  confiderable  A.u.710. 
number  of  men,  tho'  indeed  wholly  unarmed, 
who  efcaped  from  the  general  Daughter  of  his 
other  legions.  He  is  extremely  llrong  in  caval- 
ry :  for  as  none  of  thofe  troops  fuffered  in  the 
late  a6tion,  he  has  no  lefs  than  ***  ^  horfe.  Great 
numbers  of  his  foldiers,  both  horfe  and  foot,  are 
continually  deferting  to  my  camp  ;  fo  that  his 
troops  diminifh  every  day.  Both  Silanus  '  and 
Culeo  *  have  left  his  army,  and  are  returned  to 
mine.  But  notwithftanding  I  was  greatly  offended 
by  their  going  to  Antony,  contrary  to  my  incli- 
nation ;  yet  in  regard  to  the  connexions  than 
fubfift  between  us,  and  in  compliance  with  my 
ufual  clemency,  I  have  thought  proper  to  par- 
don them.  However,  I  do  not  upon  any  occafion 
employ  their  fervices  j  nor  indeed  fuffer  them  to 
remain  in  the  camp. 

As  to  what  concerns  my  condufb  in  this  war ; 
you  may  depend  upon  it  I  lliall  not  be  wanting  in 
my  duty  either  to  the  fenate  or  the  republic  :  and 
whatever  farther  meafures  I  fliall  take  to  this  end, 
I  fliali  not  fail  to  communicate  them  to  you. 

^  The  number  is  omitted  in  all  the  antient  MSS. 

'  See  rem.  2.  p.  250.  of  this  vol. 

*  He  had  been  ient  by  Lepidus  with  a  body  of  men,  under 
the  pretence  of  guarding  the  paffes  of  the  Alps :  but  moll  pro- 
bably with  fecrc:  inflrudtions  to  favour  the  march  of  Antony 
over  thofe  mountains  in  his  way  to  the  camp  of  Lepidus :  for 
he  fufFered  Antony  to  pafs  them  without  the  leall  obftruQion. 
Jppian,  B.  C.  iii.  p.  579. 

U  3  The 
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A.u.7?<j'  The  friendlliip  between  us,  has  upon  all  oc- 
cafions  been  inviolably  preferved  on  both  fides  -, 
and  we  have  nriutually  vied  in  our  bell  good 
offices  to  each  other.  But  I  dopbt  not  that 
fince  this  great  and  fudden  commotion  has  been 
raifed  in  the  commonwealth,  fome  falfe  and 
injurious  reports  have  been  fpread  of  me  by  my 
enemies,  which,  in  the  zeal  of  your  heart  for 
the  intereft  of  the  republic,  have  given  you  much 
uneafinefs.  I  have  the  fatisfaftion  however  to  be 
informed  by  my  agents  at  Rome,  that  you  are 
by  no  means  difpofed  eafily  to  credit  thefe  idle 
rumours :  for  which  I  think  myfelf,  as  I  juftly 
ought,  extremely  obliged  to  you.  I  am  lb,  like- 
wife,  for  the  former  inflances  of  your  friendlliip 
in  promoting  my  public  honours :  the  grateful 
remembrance  of  which,  be  alTyred,  is  indelibly 
imprefled  upon  my  heart. 

Let  me  conjure  you,  my  dear  Cicero,  if  you 
are  fenfiblc  that  my  public  condudl  has  upon  all 
cccafions  been  worthy  of  the  name  I  bear,  to  be 
perfuaded  that  I  fhall  continue  to  aft  with  equal, 
or,  if  pofTible,  even  with  fuperior  zeal  '.  Let  me 
hope  too^  that  the  greater  the  favours  are  whigli 


^  There  was  Co  little  of  truth  in  thcfe  profefllons,  that 
Lepidus  within  a  very  few  days  irom  the  date  of  this  letter 
openly  joined  with  Antony  againll  the  fenate.  See  let.  28. 
i?f  this  book. 
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you  have  conferred  upon  me,  the  more  you  wili'A.u.  710. 
think  yourfelf  engaged  to  fupport  my  credit  and 
chara6ler.     Farewel. 

From  my  camp,  at  Pons  Argenteus, 
May  the  2  2d. 

LETTER    XX. 

P  L  A  N  c'  u  s    to    Cicero. 

YOU  have  been  appriled,  no  doubt,  by  Ljc- 
vus  and  Ncrva,  as  well  as  by  the  letter  they 
delivered  to  you  on  my  part,  of  the  defign  I  was 
meditating  when  they  left  m.c  :  as  indeed  they 
have  conftantly  borne  a  Hiare  in  all  my  councils 
and  meafures  of  every  kind.  It  has  happened^ 
however,  to  me,  what  happens  not  unfrequently, 
I  fuppofe,  to  every  man  vvho  is  tender  of  his  re- 
putation, and  defiroiis  of  approving  his  conduft 
to  the  friends  of  his  country  :  I  have  given  up  a 
lafer  fcheme,  as  being  liable,  perhaps,  to  fome  ill- 
natured  exceptions,  in  exchange  for  a  more  dan- 
gerous one  that  may  better  evince  my  zeal.  I 
am  to  inform  you  tlien,  that  after  the  departure 
of  my  lieutenants  ^  I  received  two  letters  from 
Lepidus,  intreating  me  to  join  him.  Thefe  were 
feconded  by  the  much  ftronger  follicitations  of 

t  Lsevus  and  Ncrva }  the  pcrfons  mentioned  above. 

U  4  Lateren- 
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A.u.  710.  Laterenfis :    who   earneftl^   reprefented   to   me 
--'(what  indeed  I  am  alio  apprehenfive  ofmyfelf) 
that  there  is  great  reafon  to  fear  a  mutiny  among 
the  difaffefted  troops  under  the  condudl  of  Lepi- 
dus.     I    determined    immediately    therefore    to 
march  to  his  afiiftance,  and  take  an  equal  fnare 
in  the  dangers  with  which  he  was  threatened.    I 
was  fenfible  at  the  fame  time,  that  to  wait  on  the 
banks  of  the  Ifara  till  Brutus  fliouid  pafs  that 
river  v/ith  his  army,  and  to  meet  the  enemy  in 
conjunvftion  with  my  coUegue,  whofe  forces,  as 
well  as  their  general,  would  a6l  in  perfe6l  har- 
mony with  me  and  my  troops,  v/ould  be  much 
the  moil  cautious  m.eafjre  with  refpeft  to  my 
own  perfonal  fccurity.     But  I  relieved,  that  if 
any  nLsfortune  fl^ould  attend  Lepidus,   it  would 
be  wholly  imputed  to  me  :   and  I  fliouid  be  con- 
demned either  as  obflinately  fufFering  my  refent- 
ment  to  prevent  me  from  giving  fuccour  to  niy 
enemy  in  the  caufeof  the  republic,  or  of  timidlv 
avoiding  to  take  part  in  the  danger  of  a  moft  jult 
and   neceflary  war.     As   my  prefence  therefore 
might  be  a  mean  of  protecting  I  ,epidus,  and  of 
bringing  his  arrny  into  a  better  difpofition,  I  re- 
folved  to  expofc  myfelf  to  all  hazards,  rather  than 
appear  to  ad  with  too  much  circumfpecftion.  But 
never  was  any  man  more  anxious  in  an  affair  for 
^■hich  he  was  iii  no  fort  anfwerablcj  than  I  am 

in 
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in  the  prefent :  for  tho'  I  fliould  have  no  manner  A.u.  7x0- 
of  doubt  if  the  army  of  Lepidus  were  not  con- 
cerned i  yet  under  that  circumftance,  I  am  full 
of  apprehenfions  for  the  event.  Had  it  been  my 
fortune  to  have  met  Antony  before  my  junclioa 
with  Lepidus,  I  am  fure  he  would  not  have  been 
able  to  have  kept  the  field  againft  me  even  a 
fingle  hour :  fuch  is  the  confidence  I  have  in  my 
own  troops,  and  fo  heartily  do  I  defpife  his  bro- 
ken forces,  as  well  as  thofe  of  that  paltry  mule- 
teer, the  contemptible  Ventidius  .  But  as  the 
cafe  is  now  circumftanced,  I  dreaa  to  think  what 
may  be  the  confequence  Ihould  any  ill  humours  lie 
concealed  in  the  army  of  Lepidus  :  as  they  may 
poffibly  break  out  in  all  their  malignity,  before 
they  can  be  remedied,  or  even  difcovered.  It 
is  certain  however,  that  Lepidus,  together 
with  the  well-affe61:ed  part  of  his  army,  would  be 
expofed  to  great  dangei",  if  we  fhould  not  a6l  in 
conjundion  :  befides,  that  our  infamous  enemies 
would  gain  a  very  confiderable  advantage,  fhould 
they  draw  off  any  of  his  forces.  If  my  prefence 
therefore  fhould  prove  a  mean  of  preventing  thefe 
evils,  I  fhall  think  myfeif  much  indebted  to  my 
courage  and  good  fortune  for  engaging  me  to 
make  the  experiment.  With  this  defign  I  moved 
with  my  army  from  the  banks  of  the  Ifara  on  the 

*  See  rem.  3.  p.  256.  of  this  vol. 
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A.U.7X0.  2ift  of  May  J  having  firft  ereded  a  fort  at  each 
end  of  the  bridge  which  I  had  thrown  over  that 
river,  and  placed  a  ftrong  party  to  defend  it : 
that  when  Brutus  fhall  arrive  he  may  have  no- 
thing to  retard  his  paflage.  I  have  only  to  add, 
that  I  hope  to  join  Lepidus  within  eight  days 
from  the  date  of  this  letter,     Farewel, 

LETTER    XXI. 

From  the  Same  to  Cicero. 

I  Should  be  afhamed  that  this  letter  is  fo  little 
confiftent  with  my  former,  if  it  arofe  from 
any  inftability  of  my  own.  But  it  is  much . 
otherwife:  and  I  have  lleadily  purfucd  every 
meafure  in  my  power  to  engage  Lepidus  to  aft 
in  concert  with  me  for  the  defence  of  the  re- 
public ;  imagining  it  would  render  you  lefs 
apprehenfive  of  my  fuccefs  againft  our  w^'etched 
enemies.  To  this  end,  I  not  only  complied  with., 
all  the  conditions  he  propofed,  but  even  en- 
•gaged  for  miore  than  he  demanded :  and  I  had 
lb  much  confidence  in  the  fincerity  of  his  inten- 
tions, that  I  ventured  to  alTure  you  no  longer; 
than  two  days  ago,  that  he  would  zealoufly  co- 
operate with  me  in  carrying  on  the  war  upon  one 
common  plan.  I  depended  indeed  upon  the  pro- 
mifes  he  had  given  me  under  his  own  hand,  to- 
'  ^ether 
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gether  with  the  afiurances  I  had  likewlfe  received  a.u.  -h: 
from  Laterenfis,  who  was   at  that   tune  in  my  '^ 
eaftnp,,  and  v/ho  earneftiy  conjured  me  to  forget 
all  relentmenrs  againfl  Lepidus,  and  to  rely  uporj 
his  good  faith.     But  Lepidus  has  now  put  it  out 
of  my  power  to  entertain  thefe  favourable  hopes 
of  him  any  longer :  however,  I  have  taken,  and 
Ihall  continue  to  take,  all  necefiary  precautions, 
that  the  republic  may  not  be  prejudiced  by  my 
too  eafy  credulity.    I  am  to  inform  you  then,  that 
after  I   had  ufed  the  utmoft  expedition  (agree- 
ably to  his  own  earneft  requeft)  to  tranfport  my 
army  over  the  Ifara,  and  for  that  purpofe  had, 
in  the  fpace  of  a  fingle  day,  thrown  a   bridge 
acrofs  that  river ;  I  received  a  counter-exprcf* 
from  him,  requiring  me  to  advance  no  farther  j 
as  he  (hould  not  have  occafion,  he  faid,  for  my 
afTiftance.     Neverthelefs,  I  v/ill   own   to  you,  I 
was  fo  imprudent  as   to  proceed  in  my  march  j 
believing  that  the  true  reafon  of  his  thus  changing 
his  mind,  arofe  from  an  unwillingnefs  to  have 
a  partner  with   him  in    his  glory.     I  imagined 
that  without  depriving  him  of  any  fliare  of  that 
honour,  which  he  leemed  fo  defirous  to  monopo- 
lize, I  might  poft  myfelf  at  fome  convenient  di- 
ftance,  in  order  to  be  ready  to  lupport  him  witli 
my  troops  in  cafe  he  Ihould  be  prefled  by  the 
fnemy:  an  event  which,  in   the  fimplicity  of 

my 


*•< 
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A.U.  710.  iTiy  heart,  I  thought  not  improbable.  In  the 
mean  time  I  received  a  letter  from  the  excellent 
Laterenfis,  which  was  conceived  in  terms  full  of 
defpair.  He  complained  that  he  had  been  great- 
ly deceived,  and  afTured  me  that  neither  Lepi- 
dus,  nor  his  army,  were  to  be  trufted.  He  ex- 
prefly  cautioned  me  at  the  fame  time  to  be  upon 
my  guard  againfl  their  artifices  ;  adding  that  he 
had  faithfully  difcharged  the  engagements  he  had 
entered  into  on  his  part,  and  hoped  I  would  a6t 
with  the  fame  fidelity  to  the  republic  on  mine.  I 
have  lent  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  Titius  :  and 
purpofe  to  tranfmit  the  originals  of  all  the  reft 
relating  to  this  affair,  by  the  hands  of  Lrevus 
Cifpius,  who  was  privy  to  the  whole  tranfacflion. 
I  fhall  infert  in  this  packet  the  letters  of  Lepidus 
to  which  I  did  not  give  any  credit,  as  well  as 
thofe  to  which  I  did. 

I  mull  not  forget  to  add,  that  when  Lepidus 
harangued  his  foldicrs,  thefe  mighty  honefl 
fellows  were  exceedingly  clamorous  for  peace. 
They  protefted  that  after  the  lofs  of  both  the  con- 
fuls ;  after  the  dcftrudion  of  fo  many  brave  men 
who  had  pcriihed  in  defence  of  their  country^  and 
after  Antony  and  his  adherents  had  been  de- 
clared enemies  of  the  commonwealth  and  their 
eftares  confifcatedi  they  were  determined  not 
to  draw  their  fwords  any  more  either  on  the.  one 
fide,  or  the  other.  They  were  prompted  to  be- 
have 
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have  thus  miitinoufly,  not  only  by  the  infolent  A.U.710. 
fuggeflions  of  their  own  hearts,  but  by  the  encou- 
ragement alfo  of  their  officers,  particularly  Cani- 
dius,  Rufrenus,  and  others  whofe  names  the  fe- 
nate  fhall  be  acquainted  with  at  a  proper  feafon* 
Lepidus  was  fo  far  from  puniiliing  this  fedition, 
that  he  did  not  take  even  a  fingle  ftep  to  reftrain 
It.  I  thought  therefore  that  it  would  be  the 
highefb  temerity  to  expofe  my  own  faithful  troops, 
together  with  my  auxiliaries,  which  are  com- 
manded by  fome  of  the  mod  confiderable  chiefs 
of  Gaul,  and  in  effect  too  my  whole  province,  to 
their  combined  armies.  I  confidered,  if  I  fhould 
thus  lofe  my  life,  and  involve  the  republic  in  my 
own  de(lru6tion,  I  fhould  fall,  not  only  without 
honour,  but  without  pity.  In  confequence  of 
thefe  reflections,  I  have  determined  to  march  my 
forces  back  again,  that  our  wretched  enemies 
may  not  have  fo  great  an  advantage  as  my  ad- 
vancing any  farther  might  poffibly  give  them,  i 
fhall  endeavour  to  poll  my  army  fo  p.dvantage- 
oufly  as  to  cover  the  province  under  my  com- 
mand from  being  infuited,  even  fuppofing  the 
troops  of  Lepidus  fhould  actually  revolt.  In  fliort, 
it  fhall  be  my  care  to  preferve  every  thing  in  its 
prefent  fituation  till  the  fenate  fhall  fend  an  army 
hither,  and  vindicate  the  liberties  of  the  republic 
"v^'ith  the  fame  fuccefs  in  this  part  of  the  world,  as 

attended 
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A.u.  716.  attended  their  arms  before  the  walls  of  Mutlria. 
In  the  mean  time  be  aflured,  that  no  man  will 
aft  with  more  fervent  zeal  than  myfelf  in  all  the 
various  occurrences  of  the  war  :  and  I  fhall  moft 
readily-  either  encounter  the  enemy  in  the  field, 
or  luftain  the  hardfllips  of  a  fiege,  or  even  lay 
down  my  life  itfelf,  as  any  of  thefe  circumftances 
fliall  prove  neceflary  for  the  fervice  of  the  fenate. 
Let  me  exhort  you  then,  my  dear  Cicero,  to  ex- 
ert your  utmofb  efforts  to  fend  a  fpeedy  rein- 
forcement to  me,  ere  Antony  fhall  have  encreafed 
the  number  of  his  forces,  or  our  own  fliall  be 
entirely  difpirited.  For  if  difpatch  be  given  to 
this  affair,  thefe  infamous  banditti  will  undoubt* 
cdly  be  extirpated,  and  the  republic  remain  in  full 
poffeffion  of  her  late  victory.  Take  care  of  youF 
health,  and  continue  your  fricndlhip  to  me. 

P.  S.  I  know  not  whether  it  may  be  neceffa!*y^ 
to  make  any  excufe  for  the  abfence  of  my  brother, 
who  was  prevented  from  attending  me  in  this  ex- 
pedition by  a  flow  fever,  occafioned  by  the  great 
fatigues  he  has  lately  undergone.  As  no  m.an 
has  lliewn  more  zeal  or  courage  in  the  caule  of 
the  republic,  he  will  undoubtedly  return  to  the 
duties  of  his  poff  the  veryfiril  moment  his  health 
fliall  permit. 

I  recommend  my  honours  to  your  proteflion  *. 
tho'  I  mult  confefs  at  the  fame  rime  that  all  my 

dcfire^ 
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defires  ought  to  be  fatisfied,  fince  I  enjoy  the  prl-  A.u.  7»». 
vilege  of  your  friendfhip,  and  the  fatisfa^lion  of 
feeing  you  invefted  with  the  high  credit  and  au- 
thority I  have  ever  wifhed  you.  I  will  leave  it 
therefore  entirely  to  yourfelf,  both  when  and  in 
what  manner  I  fhall  experience  the  effedl  of  your 
good  offices :  and  will  only  requeft  you  to  fuffet 
me  to  fucceed  Hirtius  in  your  afFe6tion>  as  I  cer- 
tainly do  in  the  refped  and  efteem  he  bore  you.. 
Farewcl. 


LETTER      XXII. 

To      FURNIUS  ". 

IF  the  Intereft  of  the  republic  requires  the  conti- 
nuance of  your  fervices,  anditbcneceirary(asaU 
the  world  indeed  is  of  opinion  it  is)  that  you  (hould 
bear  a  part  in  thofe  important  operations  which 
muft  extinguifli  the  remaining  flames  of  the  war  i 
you  cannot,  furely,  be  engaged  in  a  more  wor- 
thy, a  more  laudable,  or  a  more  illuflrious  pur- 
fuit.  I  think  therefore,  you  Ihould  by  no  means 
interrupt  your  applauded  efforts  in  the  caufe  of 
liberty,  for  the  fake  of  obtaining  the  praetorfnip 
fomewhat  earlier  than  you  are  regularly  entitled 

'    '  He  had  been  tribune  in  the  year  of  Rome  703,  and  \va^ 
as  thu  time  in  the  at  my  of  Plancus  as  uncof  hi:^  lieutenants. 

to 


504  The     LETTERS      Book  XIV. 

A.tr.  710.  to  enjoy  it.  I  fay  your  applauded  efforts :  for  let 
not  my  friend  be  ignorant  of  the  fame  which  his 
condud  has  acquired.  Believe  me,  it  is  inferior 
only  to  that  of  Plancus  himfelf,  both  by  his  own 
confeflion,  and  in  the  judgment  too  of  all  the 
world.  If  there  is  any  farther  fervice  then  re- 
maining for  you  to  perform  to  your  country, 
you  ought  to  purfue  it  with  an  unbroken  appli- 
cation, as  an  employment  of  all  others  the  moll 
truly  honourable  :  and  what,  my  friend,  fhall 
Hand  in  competition  with  true  honour  ?  But 
fhould  you  imagine,  that  you  have  amply  fatis- 
fied  the  duties  you  owe  to  the  commonwealth  j 
I  do  not  diffuade  you  from  haftening  hither 
when  the  time  of  the  eleftions  fliall  approach : 
provided  this  ambitious  impatience  fliail  no- 
thing diminilh  from  the  luftre  of  that  reputa- 
tion you  have  fo  juflly  obtained.  I  could  name 
however  many  inflances  of  perfons  of  great  dif- 
tin6lion,  who  during  their  engagements  in  the 
fervice  of  the  republic  abroad,  have  renounced 
their  legal  pretenfions  of  foliciting  employments 
at  home  :  a  facrifice  which  in  your  own  cafe  will 
be  fo  much  the  lefs,  as  you  are  not  at  prefent 
fl"ri(5lly  qualified  to  offer  yourfelf  as  a  candidate. 
Had  you  already  indeed  paffed  through  the  ofHce 
of  jedile,  and  two  years  ®  had  intervened  fince 

^  By  the  laws  of  Rome  a  man  could  not  be  chofen  praetor 
2  your 
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vbur  exercifing;  that  funcfLion ;  the  felf-denial  A.u.  710, 
■^ould  hcive  been  greater :  whereas  now  vou  will 
foreo-o  n6thino;  of  the  ufual  and  ftated  time  of 
petitioning  for  the  poft  in  qiieuion.  I  am  very 
fenfible  that  your  intereft  is  much  too  ftrong  to 
require  the  afiiilance  of  Plancus  :  neverthelefs, 
fhould  his'  arms  be  attended  with  the  fuccefs  we 
wifh,  -your  applications  would  certainly  appear 
with  greater  advantage  were  they  deferred  till  the 
time  of  his  confulate. 

Thus  much  (as  I  was  willing  you  fhould  know 
my  fentiments)  I  thought  proper  to  fay :  bur 
more,  I  am  perfuaded,  your  own  good  fenfe  and 
judgment  would  render  unneceffary.  The  fum 
of  all  then,  is  fliortly  this :  that  I  would  have 
you  regulate  your  condu6l  upon  all  occurrences, 
not  by  the  common  ftandard  of  popular  ambi- 
tion, but  by  that  of  true  and  folid  glory ;  and 
look  upon  a  lading  reputation  as  of  more  value 
than  thetranfient  honour  of  enjoying  the  prseto- 
rlan  office  fomewhat  earlier  than  ufual.  I  had  a 
confultation  the  other  day  at  my  houfe  upon  this 
fubjed,  with  your  very  good  friends  Cscina, 
Calvifius,  and  my  brother,  at  which  your  frced- 
rhan  Dardanus  was  likewife  prefent :  and  they 
every  one  of  them  joined  with  me  in  the  opinion 

till  two  years  after  he  had  ferved  the  office  of  sdile ;  and 
the  fame  diftance  of  time  was  likewife  required  between  the 
prstorfliip  and  the  confulate. 

Vol.  III.  X  I  have 
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A.U.710. 1  have  here  given  you.  But  after  all,  you  your- 
ielf  are  the  beft  and  mod  competent  judge. 
Farewel. 

LETTER    XXIII. 

Decimus  Brutus  to  Cicero. 

F>Riendfhip  and  gratitude  make  me  feel  upon 
your  account,  what  I  never  felt  upon  my 
own ;  and  I  will  confefs,  that  I  am  not  without 
fear  in  regard  to  a  ftory  which  has  been  propa- 
gated concerning  you.  I  thought  it  by  no  means 
a  matter  to  be  defpifed  when  I  had  only  heard  of 
it,  as  I  frequently  did,  from  common  report : 
but  it  has  lately  been  mentioned  to  me  likewife 
by  Segulius.  This  man  tells  me  (tho'  what  he 
fays  indeed  is  generally  of  a  piece  with  the  reft  of 
his  charafber)  that  paying  a  vifit  at  C^efar's,  where 
you  were  much  the  fubjed  of  the  converfation, 
Csefar  complained  (and  it  was  the  only  charge,  it 
feems,  which  he  brought  'againft  you)  of  an  am- 
biguous exprefllon  ^  which  you  had  made  ufe  of 

♦  The  e\'prefiion  itfelf  isinferted  in  the  original  ;  but  as  it 
turns  upon  an  ambiguity  that  will  not  hold  in  our  language, 
it  was  impofllble  to  preferve  it  in  the  traaflation.  Laudanr- 
dum  adolefcentem^  Cicero  is  charged  with  having  faid,  ar- 
nandum,  tollendum  :  the  lail  of  which  words  is  capable  of  a 
double  meaning,  and  may  imply  either  that  Oclavius  fliould 
be  advanced  to  the  dignities  of  the  ftate,  or  that  his  life 

concerning 
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concerning  him.  I  fufpedt  the  whole  to  be  aA.u.  710. 
mere  fiftion  of  Segulius ;  or  at  lead  that  it  was 
he  hinifelf  who  reported'  thefe  v/ords  to  C^sfar. 
Segulius  endeavoured  at  the  fame  time  to  per- 
fuade  me,  that  you  are  in  great  danger  of  falling 
a  vi6lim  to  the  refennnent  of  the  veteran  legions, 
who  fpeak  of  you,  he  pretends,  with  much  in- 
dignation. The  principal  caufe,  it  feems,  of 
their  difpleafure  is,  that  both  Cc^far  and  myfelf 
are  left  out  of  the  commilTion  for  dividing  the 
lands  '  among  the  foldiers,  and  that  every  thing 
is  difpofed  of  juft  as  you  and  your  friends  at 
Rome  think  proper, 

Notwithftanding  that  I  was  on  my  march  * 
v/hen  I  received  this  account,  yet  I  thought  it 
would  not  be  advifable  to  pafs  the  Alps  till  I 

fhould  be  taken  away.  The  polite  and  learned  panegyrlll 
of  Cicero's  condudl,  has  endeavoured  to  vindicate  his  ad- 
mired hero  from  a  charge  fo  little  favourable  both  to  his 
prudence  and  his  honour  :  and  it  is  to  be  wifhed  that  his 
arguments  were  as  convincing  as  they  are  plaufihle.  In  a 
point  kowever,  that  does  not  admit  of  any  pofttive  proof, 
candour  will  incline  on  the  favourable  fide  :  tho'  I  cannot; 
but  agree  with  an  excellent  author,  that  if  the  accufation 
was  true,  "  it  very  much  takes  ofr  from  the  ingratitude  of 
"  Oftavius  in  confenting  to  the  death  of  his  benefaftor  : 
"  fince  fuch  double-dealing  could  hardly  deferve  the  name 
"  of  an  obligation,  let  the  effed^s  of  it  be  ever  fo  ad- 
**  vantageous."  Life  of  Cic.  iii.  p.  240.  Obfer-v.  on  the 
Life  cf  Cic.  iii,  p.  54.. 

'  Thefe  were  lands  which  the  fenate  feem  to  have  pro- 
jTiifed  as  an  encouragement  to  thc;ir  troops,  upon  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  war  againft  Antony.     Fid.  Philip,  xiv.  13. 

*  In  order  to  join  Plancus. 

X  3  had 
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A.u.  710.  had  informed  myfelf  how  affairs  ftand.  I  am 
well  permaded,  neverthelefs,  that  with  refpeil 
to  yourfe'f,  thefe  reports  and  menaces  of  tiic 
veterans  aim  at  nothing  farther  than  by  alarming 
your  fears  and  incenfing  the  young  Csifar  againfb 
you,  to  obtain  for  themfelves  a  more  confider- 
able  proportion  of  the  rewards  decreed  by  the 
fenate.  But  1  do  not  intend  by  faying  this,  to 
dilTuade  you  from  fcanding  upon  your  guard : 
as  nothing,  be  affured,  is  more  valuable  to  n'le 
than  your  life.  Let  me  only  caution  you  not  to 
fuffer  your  fears  to  run  you  into  greater  dangers, 
than  thofe  you  would  avoid.  However,  I  would 
advife  you  to  obviate  the  clamours  of  thefe  ve- 
terans, as  far  as  you  reafonably  may ;  and  to 
comply  with  their  defires  both  in  regard  to  the 
decemvirs  ^,  and  to  the  diflribution  of  their  re- 
wards. As  to  tliofe  forfeited  efcates  which  be- 
longed to  the  veterans  who  ferved  under  Antony ; 
I  fhould  be  glad,  if  you  think  proper,  that 
CiEfar  and  myfelf  may  be  nominated  to  afllgn 
them  to  the  troops.  But  in  reference  to  the 
pecuniary  donative  which  they  have  been  alfo 
promifed;  it  will  be  proper  to  aft  with  more  de- 
liberation, and  as  the  circumftances  of  the  public 
finances  fliall  require  :   to  which  end  it  may  be 

'  The  perfons  appointed  to  execute  the  commifGon  for 
the  dillribuiion  of  the  lands  above  mentioned. 

fignified 
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figiiificd  to  them,  that  the  fenate  will  take  thefe  A.U.710. 
their  claims  into  confideration.  As  to  thole 
other  four  legions  to  whom  the  fenate  has  alfo 
decreed  an  allotment  of  lands ;  I  imagine  that 
the  eftates  in  Campania  together  with  thofe  which 
were  fonricrly  feifed  by  Sylla,  will  be  fufficient 
for  the  purpofe.  I  Iliould  think  too  that  the 
beft  method  of  divifion  would  be,  either  to  parcel 
out  thofe  lands  in  equal  fhares  to  the  feveral 
legions,  or  to  determine  their  refpeftive  pro- 
portions by  lot.  But  when  I  thus  give  you  my 
opinion,  it  is  by  no  means  as  pretending  to  fupe- 
rior  judgment,  but  merely  from  the  affedion  of 
my  heart  towards  you,  and  from  my  fincere  de- 
fire  that  the  public  tranquillity  may  be  preferved : 
which  I  am  very  fenfible,  if  any  accident  fhould 
happen  to  you,  cannot  poflibly  be  maintained. 

I  do  not  purpofe  to  march  out  of  Italy,  unlefs 
I  fhould  find  it  greatly  expedient.  Mean  while  I 
am  employed  in  difciplining  my  troops  and  fur- 
nifhing  them  with  arms :  and  I  hope  to  appear 
with  no  contemptible  body  of  forces,  upon  any 
emergency  that  Ihall  again  call  me  into  the  field. 
But  C^far  however  has  not  fent  back  the  legion 
to  me,  which  ferved  in  Panfa's  army. 

I  requeft  your  immediate  anfwer  to  this  letter : 
and  if  you  fhould  have  any  thing  of  importance 
to  communicate  to  me,  which  requires  particular 

X  3  fecrecyj, 
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A.u.  710.  {ecrecyy  I  defire  you  would  convey  it  by  one  of 
your  own  domeftics.     Farewel. 

Eporedia'j  May  the  •24th. 

LETTER    XXir. 
From  the  Same  to  Cicero. 

AL  L  things  here  go  on  well ' :  and  it  fhall  be 
my  endeavour  to  render  them  ftill  better. 
Lepidus  feems  to  be  favourably  difpofed  towards 
me :  and  indeed  we  have  reafon  to  diveft  ourfelves 
of  all  our  fears,  and  to  ad  with  undaunted  free- 
dom in  defence  of  the  commonwealth.  But  had 
our  affairs  a  far  lefs  promifing  afpecl ;  yet  it  might 
juftly  animate  and  augment  that  courage  which  I 
know  always  refides  in  your  breaft,  to  reflect  that 
we  livive  three  powerful  armies  '  devoted  to  the 
fervice  of  the  republic,  and  that  Fortune  has 
already  declared  in  our  favour. 

The  report  which  I  mentioned  in  my  former 
letter  is  evidently  calculated  to  intimidate  you. 
But  believe  me  if  you  exert  a  proper  fpirit,  the 

'  A  town  not  far  from  Vercellac  ;  from  whence  the  laft 
letter  from  Brulus  was  dated.     See  p.  292.  of  this  vol. 

'  "  Brutus  having  received  mofl  probably  fome  fre/h  in- 
'*  telligence  concerning  Lepidus,  wrote  this  letter  to  Cicero 
*'  the  day  after  he  had  written  the  former."     Mr.  Rofs. 

*  That  of  Oclavius,  Plancus,  and  his  own.  "V 

whole 
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%^ 


whole  united  party  will  be  unable  to  withftand  a.u.  710. 
your  eloquence. 

I  purpofe,  agreeably  to  what  I  told  you  in  my 
laft,  to  remain  in  Italy  till  I  fhall  hear  from  you. 
Farewel. 

Eporedia,  May  the  25th. 

LETTER    XXV. 

To    Pl  A  N  c  u  s. 

THE  news  from  your  part  of  the  world  is  fo 
extremely  variable  and  cortradiftory,  that 
I  am  utterly  at  a  lofs  what  to  write.  Sometimes 
the  accounts  we  receive  of  Lepidus  are  agreeable 
to  our  wifhes,  and  at  others  entirely  the  reverfe. 
All  reports  however  concur  in  affuring  us,  that 
you  are  fuperior  to  every  danger  either  from 
fraud  or  force.  If  you  are  in  fome  degree  in- 
debted for  the  latter  to  Fortune ;  it  is  certain 
that  the  former  at  leaft  is  owing  to  your  prudence 
alone. 

I  am  informed  by  a  letter  from  yourcollegue% 
dated  the  15th  of  May,  that  you  mentioned  in 
one  of  your  expreffes  to  him,  that  Lepidus 
had  refufed  to  receive  Antony.  We  fhould  have 
been  more  difpofed  to  credit  this  intelligence,  if 
you  had  taken  notice  of  it  in  any  of  your  dif- 
patches  to  Rome.     But  perhaps  you  would  not 

*  Dccimus  Brutus, 

X  4  venture 
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venture  to  communicate  to  us  this  piece  of  good 
news,  as  having  been  a  little  premature  in  an  ac- 
count of  the  fame  kind  in  your  laft.  Every  man 
indeed  is  liable  to  be  deceived  by  his  v/iflies ; 
but  all  the  world  knows  that  you  can  never  be 
im.pofed  upon  by  any  other  means.  In  tlie  pre- 
fent  infcance  however,  all  poflibility  of  farther 
error  is  removed  :  for  to  Jiumbk  twice  againft  the, 
fame  ftone^  is  a  difgrace,  you  know,  even  to  a 
proverb.  Should  the  truth  prove  agreeable  then 
to  what  you  mentioned  in  your  letter  to  your  col- 
legue,  all  our  fears  are  at  an  end  :  neverthelefs 
we  fhall  not  difmifs  them,  till  we  recei .  e  a  confir- 
mation of  this  account  from  your  own  hand. 

I  have  often  aflured  you  of  my  firm  perfua- 
fion,  that  the  v/hole  credit  of  delivering  the 
commonwealth  from  this  civil  war,  will  devolve 
entirely  upon  that  general  who  fiiall  extinguifli 
thefe  its  lad:  furviving  flames  :  an  honour  which  I 
hope,  and  believe,  is  referved  folely  for  yourfelf. 

It  is  with  great  pleafure,  tho'  without  the  leafl 
furprife,  that  I  find  you  entertain  fuch  grateful 
ientiments  of  my  zeal  in  your  fervice.  Higher, 
indeed,  it  cannot  pofTibly  rife:  but  you  may  de- 
.pend  upon  my  exerting  it  to  more  important  pur- 
pofes,  if  affairs  in  your  part  of  the  world  Ihould 
fucceed  as  v/e  wifli.  Farewel. 
May  the  29th. 

LET. 
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LETTER    XXVI. 

L  E  N  T  U  L  U  S    ^    to    C  I  C  E  R  0. 

AS  I  found  when  I  applied  to  Brutus  in  Ma-  A.U.710. 
cedonia,  that  he  would  not  foon  be  pre- 
pared to  march  to  the  alTiflance  of  this  province  ', 
I  determined  to  return  hither  in  order  to  colleft 
what  remained  of  the  public  money,  and  to  remit 
it  with  all  pofTible  expedition  to  Rome.  In  the 
interval  I  received  intelligence,  ♦^hat  Dolabella's 
fleet  appeared  upon  the  coaft  of  Lycia  '^j  and  that 
he  had  procured  above  an  hundred  tranfport- 
veflels ;  intending,  if  he  Ihould  not  fucceed  in 
his  defigns  upon  Syria  ^,  to  fail  dire6lly  with 
his  forces  to  Italy,  and  join  the  Antonys  and 
the  reft  of  thofe  infamous  rebels.  I  was  fo 
much  alarmed  at  this  account,  that  I  thought 
proper  to  poftpone  all  other  affairs,  and  imme- 
diately proceed  in  queft  of  this  fleet.  And  not- 
withftanding  my    Ihips    were    unequal  both    in 

*  He  was  the  fon  of  Publius  Lentulus  to  whom  feveral 
letters  in  the  firft  and  fecond  bojks  are  addrefied.  He  at- 
tended Trebonius  into  Afia  Minor  as  his  quasftor  in  that 
province  :  from  whence  the  prefent  letter  was  written. 

'  In  order  to  quell  the  commotions  which  Dolabella  had 
raifed.     See  rem.  7.  p.  273.  of  this  vol. 

*  It  formed  part  of  the  province  of  Afia  Minor :  it  is  now 
called  Aldinelli. 

5  See  rem.  4.  p.  194.  of  this  vol. 

^  jiumber 
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A.u.  71C.  number  and  fize  to  thofe  of  the  enemy ;  I  fhould 
probably  have  deftroyed  their  whole  fleet,  if  I 
had  not  been  obftru6ted  by  the  Rhodians  :  how- 
ever I  have  difabled  the  greateft  part  of  it,  and 
difperfed  the  reft.  I  have  taken  likewife  every 
one  of  their  tranfports  :  the  foldiers  and  officers 
on  board  having  quitted  them  upon  the  firfl 
notice  of  my  approach.  In  a  word,  I  have  fi>c- 
ceeded  in  the  main  of  my  defign ;  having  de- 
feated a  fcheme  v/hich  I  greatly  dreaded,  and 
prevented  Dolabella  from  ftrengthening  our  ene- 
mies by  tranfporting  his  forces  into  Italy. 

I  refer  you  to  the  letter  which  I  have  written  to 
the  fenate  ^  for  an  account  of  the  ill  treatment  I 
received  from  the  Rhodians  :  tho'  indeed  I  have 
by  no  means  reprefented  it  m  its  ftrongeft  co- 
lours. Thefe  people,  in  confequence  of  their 
imagining  that  the  affairs  of  the  commonwealth 
were  utterly  defperate,  behaved  towards  me  with 
the  moll  infufferable  infolencc.  But  their  af- 
fronts to  my  own  perfon,  is  in  no  fort  the  foun- 
dation of  my  complaints :  I  have  ever  difre- 
garded  injuries  of  this  kind  that  centered  entirely 
in  myfelf.  It  is  their  difaffedlion  to  the  repub- 
lic ]  their  attachment  to  the  oppofite  party  j  their 
conflant  ill-ofEces  to  all  thofe  who  diftinguifh 
themfelves  inthe  fupport  of  our  liberties,  that  I 


*  The  followino:  letter. 


p 
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thought  demanded  my  rcfentment.  Let  me  not  A.u.710, 
be  underftood,  however,  as  pafllng  an  indifcrl- 
minate  cenfure  upon  the  whole  ifland  in  general : 
far  am  I  indeed  from  thinking  them  all  equally 
infeded  with  the  fame  principles.  But  I  know 
not  by  what  fatality  it  happens,  that  thofe  very 
magiftrates  who  refufed  to  give  protection  to  my 
father,  to  Lucius  Lentulus,  to  Pompey,  and  to 
the  reil  of  thofe  illuftrious  chiefs  who  fled  into 
this  iiiand  after  the  battle  of  Pharfalia^  are  all  of 
r  hem  at  this  junfture  either  actually  in  the  ad- 
miniRration  themfelves,  or  polTefs  an  unlimited 
influence  over  thofe  who  are.  Accordingly  they 
have  condufted  themfelves  in  this  afl-'air  with 
their  ufual  malevolence  :  and  it  is  not  only  expe- 
dient, but  indeed  abfolutcly  neceflary  that  the 
republic  fhould  interpofe  her  authority,  lell  the 
infolence  of  this  people  fhould  rife  to  fl:ill  greater 
heights,  by  palling  any  longer  unchafl:ifed. 

Let  me  hope  you  will  continue,  as  ufual,  to 
take  my  interefl:s  under  your  proteftion:  and 
that  you  will  upon  all  occafions,  both  in  the  fe- 
nate  and  in  every  other  inllance,  promote  my  ho- 
nours with  your  fufirage.  As  the  province  of  Afia 
is  decreed  to  the  confuls  %  with  a  power  of  ap- 

''  Hirtlusand  Pan  fa  :  the  news  of  whofe  death,  together 
v/ith  that  of  the  battles  in  which  they  fell,  had  not  yet 
reached  the  knowledge  of  Lentulus. 

pointing 
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A.U.710.  pointing  whoinfcever  tht7  ll^all  think  proper  to 
^'^rT-^  adminifirer  the  government  till  their  arrival ;  I 
jntreat  you  to  employ  your  intereft  with  therat  to 
confer  this  dignity  upon  me.  The  fituation  of 
affairs  in  this  province  does  by  no  means  require 
their  prefence  before  the  expiration  of  their  con- 
fular  office,  or  in  any  fort  render  it  neceffary  that 
they  Ihould  fend  hither  an  army.  ForDolabella 
is  now  in  Syria  :  and,  agreeably  to  what  you  de- 
.  clared  with  your  ufual  prophetic  difcernment,  he 
will  certainly  he  defeated  by  CafTius  ere  the  con- 
fuls  can  poflibly  arrive.  Accordingly  he  has 
been  obliged  to  abandon  the  fiege  of  Antiochia, 
and  has  retreated  to  Laodicea,  a  fea-port  town  in 
Syria,  as  the  only  city  in  which  he  could  confide. 
I  hope  he  will  foon  meet  with  the  fate  he  fo  well 
deferves ;  or  rather  indeed,  I  am  perfuaded  it  has 
already  attended  him  :  for  he  has  no  other  place 
to  which  he  can  retreat,  and  it  is  impoffible  he 
fhould  make  any  long  or  efFeftual  rcGftance 
againft  fo  powerful  an  army  as  that  which  Caffius 
has  led  againft  him  \  I  imiagine  therefore  that 
Panfa  and  Hirtius  will  be  iii  no  hafte  to  come 

*  This  fhortly  afterwards  proved  to  be  the  faft.  For  Caf- 
fms  having  forced  the  city  of  Laodicea  to  furrender  ;  Dola- 
bella,  in  order  to  avoid  falling  into  the  hands  of  his  enemy, 
put  an  end  to  his  own  life  by  the  affiftance  of  one  of  his 
ftayes,  whom  he  commanded  to  be  his  executioner.  Fei. 
Pattrc.  ii.  69. 

into 
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into  thefe  provinces,  but  rather  choofe  to  finifh  A.v.jz^ 
their  confular  year  at  Rome.     For  this  reafon  I 
am  inclined  to  hope  that  you  may  prevail  with, 
them  to  appoint  me  their  fubftitiite. 

I  have  received  affurances  from  both  of  them, 
as  well  in  perfon  as  by  letter,  that  no  fuccefibr 
Ihould  be  ele<5led  to  my  office  during  their  con- 
fulate :  and  Panfa  has  lately  repeated  the  fame 
promife  to  my  friend  Verrius.  Believe  me, 
it  is  not  from  any  ambitious  views  that  I  de- 
fire  to  be  continued  fome  time  longer  in  this 
province.  But  as  I  have  met  with  many  dif- 
ficulties and  difadvantages  in  the  difcharge  of 
my  functions,  I  Ihould  extremely  regret  the  be- 
ing obliged  to  refign  my  poU  before  I  fhall  have 
fully  reaped  the  fruit  of  my  labours.  If  it  were  in 
my  power  to  remit  to  Rome  the  whole  of  thofe 
aflefiinents  I  had  aftually  levied,  I  Ihould  be  fo 
far  from  wifhing  to  remain  here,  that  I  Ihould 
defire  to  be  recalled.  But  I  am  very  follicitous 
to  receive  the  money  I  advanced  to  CafTius ;  to 
replace  what  I  loft  by  the  death  of  Trcbonius, 
and  the  oppreffions  of  Dolabella ;  as  well  as  to  re- 
cover the  feveral  fums  which  are  due  to  me  from 
thofe  who  have  perfidioufly  broken  the  good  faith 
they  owed  both  to  myfelf  and  to  the  republic. 
Now  thefe  are  points  which  I  can  by  no  means 
eifeft,  unlefs  the  time  of  my  continuance  in  this 

province 
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A.U.7J0.  province  be  prolonged  :  a  privilege  which  I  hope 
to  obtain  by  the  interpofition  of  your  iifual  good 
offices. 

I  perfuadc  myfelf  that  my  fervices  to  the  com- 
monwealth givemejuft  reafon  to  expe6t,  not  the 
honour  only  of  adminiilering  this  province,  but 
as  high  dignities  as  Caflius  and  the  two  Bruci :  as 
I  not  only  fliared  with  them  in  forming  the  defign 
and  undergoing  the  hazard  of  that  ever-memor- 
able enterprife  againfb  Csfar  ^,  but  have  exerted 
myfelf  with  equal  zeal  and  fpirit  in  all  our  pre- 
fent  commotions.  I  was  the  firfl,  let  me  boaft, 
that  bid  defiance  to  the  oppreffive  laws  of  An-" 
tony.  I  was  the  firfl  that  brought  over  the  ca- 
valry of  Dolabella  to  the  interefl  of  the  republic, 
and  delivered  them  into  the  hands  of  Caflius.  I 
was  the  firft  who  levied  troops  in  defence  of  our 
common  liberties  againft  the  infamous  attempts 
of  thofe  who  have  confpired  our  deftruclion  :  and 
ir  is  owing  entirely  to  me  that  Syria,  together 
with  tlie  army  in  that  province,  joined  them- 
lelves  under  CafTuis  in  the  fupport  of  the  republic. 
The  truth  is,  if  I  had  not  very  expeditioufly  con- 

^  Plutarch  (as  Manutius  in  his  remark  upon  this  paflage 
obferves)  talcing  notice  that  feveral  afiecled  to  be  thought 
aflbciates  in  the  conipiracy  againil  Cajfar,  who  in  truth  were 
no  way  concerned  in  that  aiFair  ;  particularly  mentions  Len- 
tulus  as  one  in  that  number.  But  he  paid  dear  for  his  boai't ; 
as  it  coft  him  his  life  when  O^av^us  got  into  power.  f^Iut. 
itt  'vit.  C<rjar, 

tributed 
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tfibuted  thofe  large  fubfidies  both  of  men  andA.u.  710! 
money  with  which  I  fupplied  Cafllus,  he  would 
not  have  ventured  to  march  into  Syria :  and  the 
name  of  Dolabella  would  now  have  been  no  lefs 
formidable  to  the  republic  than  that  of  Antony 
himfelf.  Yet  at  the  fame  time  that  I  aded  thus 
warmly  for  the  intereft  of  the  republic,  I  had 
every  private  bias  that  could  draw  me  to  the 
©ppofite  party.  Dolabella  was  my  friend  and 
companion;  as  the  Antonys  were  my  nearefl 
relations  :  and  it  was  by  the  united  good  offices 
of  the  latter  that  I  obtained  the  quseftorlhip  of 
this  province.  But  the  love  of  my  country  was 
fuperior  to  every  other  attachment :  and  I  ftood 
forth  the  firftto  declare  war  againfl  the  ftrongcft 
and  moft  endearing  connexions  both  of  blood 
and  friendihip.  Inconfiderable,  it  mufi;  be  ac- 
knowlcds;ed,  is  the  fruit  which  I  have  hitherto 
reaped  from  thefe  inftances  of  my  patriotifm. 
However,  I  do  not  defpair:  and  I  fnall  unwea- 
riedly  perfevere,  not  only  in  difplaying  my  zeai 
for  our  liberties,  but  in  expofing  myfeif  to  every 
difficulty  and  every  danger  for  their  fupport, 
Neverthelefs  I  cannot  but  add,  if  I  were  to  be 
encouraged  by  fome  of  thofe  honours  I  have 
merited  from  the  fenate  and  from  every  friend  to 
our  country,  they  would  give  m.e  an  authority 
JO  which 
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A.u.  710.  which  would  enable  me  to  ad  with  greater  ad- 
vantage to  the  common  caufe. 

I  did  not  fee  your  fon  when  I  was  with  Brutu?, 
as  he  was  juftgone  into  winter-quarters  with  the 
cavalry '.  But  I  h^d  the  fatisfaftion  of  finding 
that  he  was  in  general  efteem :  which  gave  me 
great  pleafu re,  not  only  on  his  account  and  your?, 
but  likewife  upon  my  own.  For  I  cannot  but 
confider  a  fon  of  yours  that  thus  copies  out  his 
father's  virtues,  as  {landing  in  the  relation  to  me 
of  a  brother.     Farewel. 

Perga  %  May  the  29th. 

*  **  Brutus,  when  he  firft  left  Italy,  failed  diredlly  for 
•'  Athens,  where  he  fpent  fome  time  in  concerting  meafures 
"  how  to  make  himfelf  maftercf  Greece  and  Macedonia  : 
"  which  was  the  great  defign  that  he  had  in  view.  Here  he 
*'  gathered  about  him  all  the  young  nobility  and  gentry  of 
*'  Rome,  who  for  the  opportunity  of  their  education,  had 
**  been  fent  to  this  celebrated  feat  of  learning  :  but  of  them 
**  all,  he  took  the  moll:  notice  of  young  Cicero.  He  made 
**  him  therefore  one  of  his  lieutenants,  tho'  he  was  but 
"  twenty  years  old :  gave  kim  the  command  of  his  horfe  ; 
"  and  employed  him  in  feveral  commiffions  of  great  truft 
**  'and  importance  ;  in  all  which  the  young  man  diftinguilhed 
**  both  his  courage  and  conduft."     Life  of  Cic.  iii.  142. 

»  A  city  of  Pamphylia,  in  Afta  Minor :  now  called  Pirgu 
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Lentulus,  ProquJEftor  and  Proprstor,  to  the 
Confuls,  the  Prsetors,  the  Tribunes  of  the 
People,  the  Senate  and  the  Conamons  of  Rome. 

AS  foon  as  Dolabella  had  poiTcfled  hlmfelf  of  a.tj.  710. 
Afia  "  by  the  moft  infamous  and  cruel  a6b  •«     '"^ 
of  treachery  %'l  applied  immediately  to  the  army 
in  Macedonia  under  the  command  of  the  illuftri- 
ous  Marcus  Brutus  ;  as  the  neareft  aiTiftance  to 
which  I  could  have  recourfe,  in  order  to  recover 
this  province  as  foon  as  poiTible  to  the  dominion 
of  the  commonwealth.     But  Dolabella  being  ap- 
prehenfive  of  my  deHgn,  advanced  with  fa  much 
rapidity,  that  he  had  got  out  of  thefe  territories 
before  it  was  poflible  that  the  forces  I  had  folli- 
cited  could  arrive.     In  his  march  however,  he 
laid  the  whole  country  wafte  ;   fcifed  upon  the 
public  money  3  and  not  only  plundered  the  Ro- 
man citizens   of  their   effeds,    but    moil   inliu- 
manly  fold   them   as   Haves.     I   did   not   thinK 
it   neceflary   therefore    to    defer   my   departure 
out  of  Macedonia,    till   the   troops    of   Erutus 
fhould  be  ready.     It  appeared  to   be  moft  for 

*  Afia  Minor.     See  rem.  8.  p.  309-  '^°-  "' 

a  See  rem.  7.  p.  273.  of  this  vol.  • 

»,.-  v  trie 
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the  advantage  of  the  republic,  that  I  fhould  re- 
turn  with  all  expedition  to  the  duties  of  my  pofl, 
in  order  to  levy  the  remainder   of  the  public 
taxes,  to  colledl  the  money  I  had  depofited,  to 
inquire  v/liat  part  of  it  had  been  feifed,  and  by 
whofe  neglect:  in  a  word,  to  tranfmit  to  you 
a  full  and  faithful  account  of  the  ftate  in  which 
I  fhould  find  the  affairs  of  this  province.     With 
thefe  views,  I  embarked  :  but  as  I  was  failing 
^mong  the  Greek  iflands,  I  received  intelligence, 
that  Dolabella's  fleet  lay  off  the  coaft  of  Lycia, 
and  that  the  Rhodians  had  a  confiderable  num- 
ber of  fhips  of  war  ready  to  fail.     I  refolved 
therefore  to  put  back  to  Rhodes  with  the  fhips 
that  attended  me,  and  which  were  now  joined  by 
thofe  under  the  command  of  Patifcus  the  pro- 
qujeftor :  a  perfon  whom  I  mufl  mention  as  mofl 
intimately  united  with  me,  not  only  by  the  ties 
of  friendship,  but  by  the  fame  common  fentiments 
towards  the  republic*     I  affured  myfelf  that  the 
Rhodians  would  give  me  afliftance,  in  the  firfl  place, 
from  their  regard  to  the  authority  of  your  decree, 
by  which   Dolabella  is    declared  an  enemy  to 
his  country :  and,  in  the  next,  as  they  flood  en- 
o-aged  by  a  folemn  treaty    renewed   with  us   in 
the  confulate  of  Marcus  Marcellus  and  Servius 
Sulpicius,  to  confider  the  enemies  of  the  republic 

in 
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in  all  refpetfls  as  their  own.  But  I  was  greatly  a.u.  710. 
deceived  in  my  expectation  :  they  were  fo  far  " 
from  being  inclined  to  flrengthen  my  fleet  with 
any  of  their  own  iliips,  that  they  would  not  fuf- 
fer  it  to  enter  their  harbour.  They  even  refufed 
to  furnifli  our  foldiers  with  proviPions  and  v/a- 
ter:  and  it  was  with  difficulty  I  obtained  permif- 
fion  myfelf  to  fail  into  their  port  with  two  fmall 
veffels.  However,  I  did  not  think  proper  to  re- 
fent  this  infult  upon  the  rights  and  the  majefty  of 
the  Roman  people  :  deeming  it  of  more  im- 
portance in  the  prefent  conjunflure  to  fruftrate 
the  defigns  of  Dolabella.  For  I  had  difcovered 
by  fome  intercepted  letters,  that  it  was  his  pur- 
pofe,  if  he  failed  in  his  attempt  upon  Syria  and 
Egypt,  (as  fail  I  was  fure  he  muft)  to  proceed 
direftly  with  his  band  of  robbers  and  their  plun- 
der to  Italy.  Accordingly  in  view  to  this  his 
fcheme,  he  had  prefled,  out  of  the  ports  of  Ly- 
cia,  a  confiderable  number  of  tranfports,  none  of 
them  lefs  than  fifty-fix  tons  burthen  ' :  and  thefe 
were  ftrongly  guarded  by  his  fleet.  Being  great- 
ly alarmed  therefore,  confcript  ^  fathers,  at  this 

^  Thefe  veflels  were  much  inferior  to  thofe  employed  foir 
the  fame  purpofes  in  our  fervice  :  the  largeil  of  which  are 
of  3C0  tons,  and  the  fmalleft  of  loo. 

♦  This  appellation  was  at  firft  given  as  a  mark  of  diftinc- 
tion  to  thofe  particular  fenators  who  were  added  by  Tar-- 

Y  2  dangerous 
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A.u.yto.  dangerous  defigni  I  rei'olved  to  bear  v/ith  the  in- 
jurious treatment  of  the  Rhodians,  and  to  fiibmit 
to  every  milder  expedient  of  gaining  them  over 
to  our'intereft.     For  this  purpofe,  I  fuifered  my- 
felf  to  be  introduced  into  their  fenate  in  the  man- 
ner they  thought  proper :  where  I  reprefented, 
in  the  ftrongeft  terms  I  was  capable,  the  danger 
to  which  the  republic  would  be  expofed,  if  that 
infamous   rebel  fhould  tranfport  his  forces   in- 
to Italy.     But  I  found  them  moft  perverfely  dif- 
pofed  to  imagine,  that  the  friends  of  the  republic 
were  the  weaker  party  j  that  the  general  aflbcia-, 
tion  in  favour  of  our  liberties  was  by  no  means 
voluntary ;  that,  the  fenate  would  ftill  patiently 
fuffer  the  infolence  of  Dolabella  -,  and  that  no  man 
would  venture  to  vote  him  a  public  enemy.     To 
be  fhort,  they  were  more  inclined  to  believe  the 
falfe  reports  that  had  been  propagated  by  the  dif- 
afFected,  than  to  credit  my  reprcfentations,  tho* 
entirely  agreeable  to  truth.     In  conformity  with 
this  dilpofition,  they  had  fent,  before  my  arrival 
in  the  iiland,  two  feveral  embaflies  to  Dolabella, 
notv/ithftanding  his  late  airalTmation  of  Trebo- 

quinius  Prifcos,  or  by  the  people  at  the  fettling  of  the  com- 
jnonvveakh,  to  the  hundred  which  originally  compofed  the 
fenate  as  it  was  inllituted  by  Romulus.  But  in  after-times 
it  became  a  common  title  which  was  promifcuoufly  made  ufe 
of  in  all  addrefles  to  that  great  council  pf  the  )-epublic.  F/d. 
Manut.  deftnat. 

niiis, 
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nius,  and  the  many  other  flagitious  ads  which  he  A.u.710. 
committed  in  this  province.     And  this  they  did  *— ""v-— « 
by  an  unexampled  violation  of  their  laws^  and 
contrary  to  the  exprefs  prohibitions  of  the  magi- 
llrates  who  were  then  in  office.    But  whether  this 
condii6l  was  owing  to  their  fears  for  the  territo- 
ries they  pofTefs  on  the  continent,  as  they  thcm- 
lelves  alledge ;  or  whether  it  is  to  be  imputed  to 
the  factious  influence  of  a  few  of  their  principal 
magiflrates,  who  formerly  treated  fome  of  our  "" 
illuftrious   countrymen  with  equal  indignity,    I 
know   not.     This    however   is   certain,    that   I 
could  not  prevail  with  them  lo  take  any  mea- 
fures  to  obviate   an    evil,    which    it   was  very 
cafy  for  them  to  prevent :  and  all  the  arguments 
I  could  ufe  either  with  refped  to  my  own  perfonal 
danger,  or  in  regard  to  that  which  threatened  the 
republic  if  this  traytor  with  his  banditti,  after 
being  driven  from  Syria,  fhould  tranfport  them-  1 

felves  into  Italy,  proved  utterly  inefl'eftual.  It 
was  even  fufpefted  that  the  magiflirates  them- 
felves  amufed  us  with  various  pretences  of  delay, 
till  they  could  fend  intelligence  to  Dolabella's 
fleet  of  our  approach.  And  indeed  there  were 
fome  circumftances  that  greatly  increafed  this 
fufpicion  j  particularly,  that  Sextius  Marius,  and 
Caius  Titius,  the  lieutenants  of  Dolabella,  fud- 
denly  quirted  the   fleet,    and   abandoned  their 

Y  J  tranfports 
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tranfports  which  had  coll  themfo  much  time  and 
pains  to  colleft.    Be  that  as  it  will,  I  purfued  my 
voyage  from  Rhodes  towards  Lycia,  and  falling 
in  with  the  enemy,  I  took  all  their  tranfports, 
and  have  reftored  them  to  their  owners.  By  thefe 
means  I  have  obftrufted  what  I  fo  much  feared, 
and  have  removed  ail  apprehenfions  of  Dolabel- 
la's  paffing  into  Italy  with  his  rafcal  crew.     I 
chafed  the  enemy  as  far  as  Sida,  which  is  the  ut- 
moft  limit  of  my  province ;  where  I  learnt  that 
part  of  them  were  feparated,  and  that  the  rell 
had  fleered  in  company  together  towards  Syra  and 
the  ifland  of  Cyprus.    Having  thus  difperfed  this 
fquadron,  and  knowing  That  brave  commander 
and  excellent  patriot,  the  illuflrious  Caius  Caflius, 
had  a  confiderable  fleet  in  thofe  feas,  I  returned 
to  the  duties  of  my  employment :  and  it  fhall  be 
•my  endeavour,  confcript  fathers,  to  give  both 
you  and  the  republic  fuU,  proofs  of  my  indefati- 
gable zeal.     To  this  end,  I  fhall  exert  my  ut-r 
moft  affiduity  in  colleding  the  public  revenues, 
which  I  fhall  tranfmit  to  you,  together  with  all 
my  accounts,  as.  expeditioufly  as  poiTible.     If  I 
fhould  have  time,  likewife,  to  make  a  progrefs 
thro'  the  province  in  order  to  inquire  into  the 
condufl  of  thofe  with  whom  I  entrufled  the  care 
of  the  finances,  I  fhall  not  fail  to  fend  a  lifl  of 
fuch  who  fhall  appear  to  have  been  faithful  to 
8  their 
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their  truft,  as  well  as  of  thofe  who  by  voluntarily  A.u.710. 
betraying  it,  have  rendered  themfeives  partners 
in  tlie  guilt  of  Dolabella.  Let  me  add,  that  if 
you  fhall  think  proper  to  chaftife  thefe  laft  ac- 
cording to  their  demerits,  the  execution  of  your 
juftice  will  greatly  ftrengthen  my  authority,  and 
enable  me  with  more  facility  to  raife  and  preferve 
the  remainder  of  the  public  taxes.  In  the  mean 
while,  the  better  to  fecure  the  public  revenue, 
and  to  proted  this  province  from  future  infults, 
I  have  formed  (what  indeed  was  extremely  want- 
ing) a  body  of  troops  compofed  entirely  of  vo- 
lunteers. 

Since  I  wrote  the  above,  about  thirty  Afiatic 
foldiers  who  deferted  from  Dolabella  in  Syria, 
are  arrived  in  Pamphylia.  They  relate  that  Do- 
labella appeared  before  the  walls  of  Antiochia  in 
Syria,  and  finding  that  the  inhabitants  had  fhut 
the  city-gates  againft  him,  he  made  feveral  at- 
tempts to  enter  by  force;  but  was  always 
repulfcd  with  great  difadvantage.  At  length 
having  loft  about  an  hundred  men,  he  retired 
in  the  night  and  fled  towards  Laodicea ; 
leavino;  all  his  fick  and  wounded  behind  him. 
They  add,  that  the  fame  night  almoft  the  whole 
of  his  Afiatic  troops  deferted;  eight  hundred 
of  which  returned  to  Antiochia,  and  furren- 
dcred  themfeives  to  the  officers  of  the  garrilbn 

y  4  which 
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which  Cafiius  had  left  in  that  town;  the  reft,  (of 
which  number  thefe  foldiers  are)  came  down  into 
Cilicia  by  mount  Amanus  :  in  fine,  that  Caffius 
with  his  whole  army  was  reported  to  have  been 
but  four  days  march  from  Laodicea  when  Dola- 
bella  retired  towards  that  city.  I  am  perfuaded 
therefore  that  this  moft  infamous  villain  will  meet 
with  the  punifhment  he  defe^ves  much  fooner 
th-in  we  expected. 


LETTER      XXVIU. 

LiFipus,  Imperator  and  fovereign  Pontiff  to 
the  Senate  and  People  of  Rome\ 

Eaven  and  earth  will  bear  me  witnefs,  con- 
fcript  fathers,  that  ther^  is  nothing  I  have 
at  all  times  more  fincerely  defired,  than  the  pre- 
fervation  of  our  common  liberties :  and  I  Ihould 

*  The  funflion  of  the  Roman  pontifs  was  to  give  judg- 
ment in  all  caufes  relating  to  religion,  and  to  regulate  the 
feftivals,  facrifices,  and  all  other  facred  inftitutions.  The 
fovereign  pontif,  or  fuperintendant  of  thefe  fontifices,  was 
pne  of  the  moft  honourable  offices  in  the  commonwealth. 

^  This  letter  was  written  by  Lepidus  to  the  fenate,  in  or- 
der to  excufe  the  juncTtion  of  his  forces  with  thofe  of  Antony; 
which  was  effefted  the  day  before  its  date.  But  tho'  he  re- 
prefents  himfelf  as  merely  paflive  in  that  tranfadlion,  and  to 
kave  been  forced  into  it  by  a  general  revolt  of  his  troops;  yet 
it  moft  evidently  appears  to  have  been  in  confequence  of  a 
fjcret  treaty  which  had  been  in  agitation  during  fome  months 
before,  between  him  and  Autony. 

I  o  foon 
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foon  have  convinced  you  of  this  truth,  if  Fortune  A.u.  710* 
had  not  forced  me  to  renounce  thofe  meafures  I 
purpofed  to  purfue.     My  whole  army  indeed  ex- 
prefTed  their  ufual  tendernefs  towards  their  fellow 
countrymen,  by  a  mutinous  oppofition  to  my 
deligns  :    and  to  own  the  truth,  they  abfolutely 
compelled  me  not  to  refufe  my  prote6lion  to  fuch 
a  multitude  of  Roman  citizens.     I  conjure  you 
then,  confcript  fathers,  to  judge   of  this  affair, 
not  by  the  fuggeftions  of  private  refentment,  but 
by  the   intereft  of  the  commonwealth:  nor  let 
it  be  imputed  as  a  crime  to  me  and  my  army, 
that  amidftour  civil  diffentions  we  yielded  to  the 
didtates  of  compallion  and  humanity.     Be  afTur- 
ed,  that  by  adting  with  an  equal  regard  to  the 
fafety  and  honour  of  all  parties,  you  will  befl 
confult  both  your  own  and  your  country's  advan- 
tage.    Farewel. 

From  my  camp,  at  Pons  Argenteus, 
May  the  30th. 


LET- 
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Marcus  Tullius  Cicero 

T    O 

Several  of  his  Friends. 
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BOOK    XV. 
L  E  T  T  E  R    I. 

To     Pl  ANGUS, 

THO'  I  am  too  well  aflured  of  the  dif-A.U.7 
pofition  of  your  heart,  to  require  any- 
formal  declarations  of  your  gratitude ; 
yet  I  cannot  but  confefs,  that  I  received  your  ac- 
knowledgments with  great  pleafure,  as  they  af- 
forded me  the  moil  evident  proof  of  the  affedion 

you 
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A.v.jKs.  you  bear  me.  I  was  always  indeed  perfe(5lly  {en" 
^  fibtc  of  your  friendlhip  :  but  it  never  appeared  to 
me  in-  a  ftronger  or  more  advantageous  light. 
,  Your  letter  to  the  fenate  was  extremely  well 
received,  not  only  from  the  important  account  it 
brought  us  of  your  wife  and  heroic  meafures,  but 
as  it  was  greatly  admired  likewife  for  the  ftrength 
and  elegance  of  its  compofition.  Let  it  be  your 
earneft  labour,  my  dear  Plancus,  to  extinguifh 
the  remains  of  this  war :  which  if  you  lliould 
happily  efFeft,  you  will  acquire  the  moft  con- 
fummate  credit  and  reputation.  I  wilh  all  poC- 
fible  profperity  to  the  republic :  yet,  believe  me, 
fpent  as  I  am  with  my  utmoft  efForts  to  preferve 
it  from  deftru6tion,  I  am  fcarce  more  follicitous 
for  the  liberties  of  my  country,  than  for  the 
glory  of  my  friend.  I  hope  that  the  immortal 
gods  have  placed  within  your  power  a  moft  fa- 
vourable opportunity  of  increafing  your  fame  * 
and  let  me  entreat  you  to  embrace  it,  my  dear 
Plancus,  in  the  full  perfuafion  that  whoever  fhall 
deftroy  Antony,  will  have  the  honour  of  ter- 
minating this  moft  execrable  and  alarming  War. 
f  arewel. 


LET. 
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LETTER    11. 
AsiNius  PoLLio',  to  Cicero. 

F  t 

IT  is  owing  to  Lepidus,  who  detained  my  cou-  A.u.710. 
riers  above  a  week,  that  I  did  not  receive 
earlier  advice  of  the  feveral  adtions  nearMutina  :- 
tho'  indeed  liliould  be  glad  to,  have  been  thelall 
that  was  informed  of  this  unhappy  news,  if  it 
were  utterly  out  of  my  power  to  be  of  any  affiftr: . 
ance  in  redrefllng  its  confequenres.     I  wifh  the 
fenate  had  ordered  me  into  Italy,    when   they 
fcnt  for  Plancus  and  Lepidus  :   for  if  I  had  been 
prefent,  the  republic  would  not  have  received  this 
cruel  wound.     And  tho*  fome  perhaps  may  re-^ 
joicc  in  this  event,   from  the  great  number  of 
principal  officers  and  veteran  foldiers  of  the  Ci^C.i- 
rian  party,  who  have  perifhed  j  yet  they  will  un- 
doubtedly find  reafon  to  lament  it,  when  they 
ihall  he  fenfibie  of  the  terrible  defolation  it  has 
brought  upon  their  country.     For  if  what  is  re- 
lated concerning  the  number  of  the  flain,  be  in 
any  degree  true;  the  flower  and  ftrength  of  our 
armies  are  entirely  cut  off. 

I  was   well  aware  of  the  great  advantage  it 
would  have  proved  to  the  republic,  if  I  could 

*  $ce  rem.  6.  p.  207.  and  rem.  1.  p.  208.  of  this  vol. 

have 
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A.u.  710.  have  joined  Lepidus :  as  I  jQiould  have  been  able, 
and  efpecially  with  the  afliltance  of  Plancus,  to 
have  dilTipated  thofe  doubts  which  occafioned  his 
delay  in  declaring  for  the  fenate.  But  the  letters 
which  I  received  from  him  being  written  (as  you 
will  perceive  by  the  copies  I  herewith  tranfmit) 
in  the  fame  fpirit  with  thofe  fpeeches,  which  it  is 
faid,  he  made  to  his  army  at  *  Narbo ;  I  found 
it  necelTary  to  adl  with  fome  fort  of  artifice  to- 
wards him,  if  I  hoped  to  obtain  leave  to  march 
my  troops  tho'  his  province.  I  was  apprehen- 
five  likewife,  if  an  engagement  Ihould  happen 
before  I  could  execute  my  defigns,  that  the 
known  friendfhip  I  had  with  Antony  (tho'  not 
fuperior  indeed  to  that  which  Plancus  entertained 
for  him)  would  give  my  enemies  an  occafion  of 
mifreprefenting  my  intentions.  For  thefe  rea- 
fons  I  difpatched  two  couriers  from  Gades  *  in 
the  month  of  April  by  two  different  fliips, 
with  letters,  not  only  to  you,  and  to  Odlavius, 
but  to  the  confuls  alfo,  requefting  to  be  in- 
formed in  what  manner  my  fervices  might  moft 
avail  the  republic.  But,  if  I  am  right  in  my 
calculation,  thefe  fhips  did  not  fail  till  the  very 
day  on  which  the  battle  was  fought  between 
Panfa  and  Antony  :   as  tliat  was  the  fooneft,  I 

*  Narbonne  in  Provence, 
3  Cadiz. 

think, 
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think,  fince  the  winter,  that  thefe  feas  were  na-  A.u.710. 
vigabie.  To  thefe  reafons  for  not  marching,  I 
mud  add,  that  I  had  fo  little  apprehenfion  of  this 
civil  war,  that  I  fettled  the  winter-quarters  of  my 
troops  in  the  very  remotell  parts  of  Lufitania  '*, 
Both  armies,  it  ftiould  feem,  were  as  eager  to 
-come  to  an  aftion,  as  if  their  greateft  fears  on 
each  fide  were,  left  fome  lels  deftruflive  expedi- 
ent might  be  found  of  compofing  our  difturb-* 
ances.  However,  if  circumftances  required  fo 
much  precipitation,  I  muft  do  Hirtius  the  jullice 
to  acknowledge,  that  he  conduced  himfelf  with 
all  the  Ikill  and  courage  of  a  confummate  ge- 
neral. 

I  am  informed  by  my  letters  from  that  part  of 
Gaul  which  is  under  the  command  of  Lepidus> 
that  Panfa's  whole  army  is  cut  to  pieces,  and  that 
he  himfelf  is  fince  dead  of  his  wounds.  They 
add,  that  the  martial  legion  is  entirely  deftrpyed, 
and  that  Lucius  Fabatus,  Caius  Peduc^us,  and 
Decimus  Carfulenus  are  among  the  number  of 
the  flain.  My  intelligence  farther  afTures  me, 
that  in  the  fubfequent  attack  by  Hirtius,  both  he 
and  Antony  loft  all  their  legions  ;  that  the  fourth 
legion,  after  having  taken  Antony's  camp,,  was 
engaged  and  defeated  by  the  fifth,  with  terrible 
flaughterj  that  Hirtius,  together  with  Pontius 

4  Portugal, 

Aquila, 


336  The     L  E  T  T  E  R  S        Book  XV. 

A.U.710.  Aquila,  and,  as  it  is  reported,  Odavius  likewife, 
were  killed  in  the  aftion.     If  this  fhould  prove 
true,   (which  the  gods  forbid)   I  Ihall  be  very 
greatly  concerned.     My  advices  farther  import, 
that  Antony  has  with  great  difgrace  abandoned 
the  fiege  of  Mutina ;  however,  that  he  has  ""  *** 
complete  regiments  of  horfe  ftill  remaining,  to- 
gether with  one  which  belongs  to  Publius  Bagi- 
ennus,  as  alfo  a  confiderable  number  of  difarmed 
foldiers  ;  that  Ventidius  has  joined  him  with  the 
feventh,  the  eighth,  and  the  ninth  legions ;  and 
that  Antony  is  determined,  if  there  Ihould  be 
no  hopes  of  gaining  Lepidus,   to  have  recourfe 
to  the  laft  expedient,  and  arm  not  only  the  pro- 
vincials, but  even  the  flaves  :  in  fine,   that  Lu- 
cius Antonius,  after  having  plundered  the  city  of 
Parma,  has  polled  himfelf  upon  the  Alps.     If 
thefe  feveral  particulars  are  true,  there  is  no  time 
to  be  loft :  and  every  man  who  wlfhes  that  the 
republic,  or  even  the  name  of  the  Roman  people 
may  fubfift,   ftiould  immediately,  without  wait- 
ing for  the  exprefs  orders  of  the  fenate,   contri- 
bute his   utmoft  aflillance   to   extinguifli    thefe 
dreadful  flames.     I  hear  that  Decimus  Brutus  is 
at  the  head  of  only  feventeen  cohorts,  together 
with    two     incomplete     legions     of   new-raifed 
troops,  which  had  been   levied  by  Antony.     I 

doubt  not   however,   that   the  remains   of  the 

forces 
»  The  number  is  omitted  iii  the  MSS. 
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forces  commanded  by  Hirtius  will  join  him.  A.u.710 
I  hope  fo  at  leall :  as  there  is  little,  I  think,  to 
be  expeft^d  from  any  new  recruits  that  may 
be  raifed ;  efpecially  fince  nothing  can  be  more 
dangerous  than' to  give  Antony  time  to  recover 
ftrength. 

My  next  letters  from  Italy  will  determine  the 
plan  of  my  operations :  and  as  the  corn  is  now 
cut  down,  and  partly  carried  in,  I  fhall  be  more 
at  liberty  to  execute  them  without  obftruftion 
from  the  feafon  of  the  year.  In  the  mean  time 
let  me  alTure  you,  that  I  will  neither  defert,  nor 
furvive  %  the  republic.  It  is  a  misfortune  how- 
ever that  my  diftance  from  the  fcene  of  a6lion  is 
fo  great,  and  the  roads  fo  infefted,  that  it  is  often 
fix  weeks,  and  fometimes  more,  ere  I  can  be 
informed  of  any  event  that  has  happened.  Fare- 
wel. 

'  Notwithflanding  Pollio's  pious  refolutions  of  expiring 
with  the  republic,  he  was  contented  to  live  on  long  after  its 
total  deftruftion,  and  died  in  a  good  old  age  in  the  court  and 
favour  of  Augultus.  It  was  not  many  months  indeed  from 
the  date  of  this  letter,  that  he  united  with  the  enemies  of 
his  country,  by  joining  his  troops  with  thofe  of  Antony  and 
Lepidus.     Ju^.  Dial,  de  Cauf.  Corrupt,  Eloquent. 


Vol.  hi,  %  LET- 
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LETTER    III. 
Decimus  Brutus  to  CiC£RO. 

A,u.  710.  T  T  affords  me  fome  confolation  in  the  midft  of 
A  my  great  concern  ^,  that  the  world  is  at  length 
convinced  that  my  fears  were  not  without  juft 
foundation  '.  I  have  fent  by  this  exprefs  a  full 
account  of  the  whole  affair  to  the  fenate.  And 
now  let  them  deliberate,  if  they  pleafe,  whether 
they  fhall  call  home  their  troops  from  Africa 
and  Sardinia  J  whether  they  (hall  fend  for  Marcus 
Brutus ;  and  whether  they  fliail  order  the  pay- 
ment of  my  forces.  But  of  this  you  may  be 
well  affured,  that  unlefs  they  a6l  with  regard  to 
thefe  feveral  articles  in  the  manner  I  have  point- 
ed out  in  my  letter,  we  fhall  all  of  us  be  ex- 
pofed  to  the  utmofl  danger. 

I  intreat  you  to  be  extremely  cautious  whom 
the  fenate  fhall  employ  to  condud  the  troops  that 
are  to  reinforce  me  :  as  it  is  atrufl  which  requires 
great  fidelity  and  expedition.     Farewel. 

From  my  camp,  June  3d. 

*  Occafioned  by  the  treacher)*  of  Lepldus  In  having  defcrt- 
ed  the  caufe  of  the  republic,  and  joined  himfelf  to  Antony. 
This  letter  appears  to  have  been  written  a  few  days  after  that 
event ;  being  dated  the  3d  of  June,  and  the  junftion  between 
the  two  armies  of  Lepidus  and  Antony  having  been  cfFefted 
on  the  29th  of  May. 

a  See  the  nth  letter  of  the  preceding  book,  p.  276.  to 
which  this  feems  particularly  to  allude. 

LET. 
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LETTER    lY, 
To  Decimub  Brutu8^ 

MAY  every  god  confound  that  moft  infa- A.U. tie* 
mous  of  all  human  beings,  the  execrable 
Segulius !  For  do  you  imagine,  my  friend,  that 
he  has  told  this  idle  tale  to  none  but  Csefar,  or 
to  you  ?  Be  afiured  he  his  related  it  to  every 
mortal  that  Would  give  him  the  hearing.  I  am 
much  obliged  to  you  however,  for  informing  me 
of  this  contemptible  report :  as  it  is  a  veiy  ftrong 
inllance,  my  dear  Brutus,  of  the  fliare  you  allow 
me  in  your  friendlhip. 

As  to  what  he  mentioned  conternirtg  the  com- 
plaints of  the  veterans,  that  you  and  Csefar  are 
left  out  of  the  commilTion  for  dividing  the  lands  5 
I  finccrely  wifh  I  had  likewife  been  excluded  from 
fo  troublefome  an  office.  But  it  is  by  no  means  to 
be  imputedto  me,  that  you  were  not  both  nominat- 
ed :  on  the  contrary,  I  moved  that  all  our  generals 
iliouldbe  included.  But  the  clamours  of  thofe  who 
always  endeavour  to  obftrud  your  honours,  car- 
ried it  againft  mc  :  and  you  were  both  excepted, 

■'  This  letter  is  an  anfwer  to  the  23d  of  the  foregoing 
beok  :  and  was  written  before  any  of  the  letters  which  give 
*n  account  of  Aiitou^'s  being  received  by  Lepidus  had  come 
to  Cicero's  hands. 

Z  2  in 
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A.U.710.  Inoppofitlon  to  my  warmefl  efforts.  Unheeded 
then  by  me,  let  Segulius  propagate  his  impotent 
calumnies  !  For  all  that  the  man  means,  is  no- 
thing more  than  to  repair  his  broken  fortunes. 
Not  that  he  can  be  charged  with  having  diflipat- 
ed  his  patrimony  :  for  patrimony  he  never  had. 
He  has  only  fquandered  in  luxury  what  he  ac- 
quired by  infamy. 

.  You  may  be  perfeflly  at  eafe,  my  dear  and  ex- 
cellent Brutus,  with  regard  to  thofe  fears  which 
you  fo  generoufly  entertain  upon  my  account,  at 
the  fame  time  that  you  feel  none,  you  tell  me,  up- 
on your  own.  Be  aflured  I  IhciU  expofe  myfelf  to, 
no  dangers  which  prudence  can  prevent :  and  as 
to  thofe  againft  which  no  precaution  can  avail,  I 
am  little  follicitous.  High  indeed  would  my  pre- 
fumption  be,  were  I  to  defire  to  be  privileged  be- 
yond the  common  lot  of  human  nature. 

The  advice  you  give  me  not  to  fuffer  my  fearS 
to  lead  me  into  greater  dangers  than  thofe  they 
would  avoid ;  fupplies  me  at  once  with  a  proof 
both  of  your  judgment  and  your  friendfliip  : 
but  the  caution  is  altogether  unnecelTary.  The 
truth  of  it  is,  dillinguifhed  as  you  are  by  a  for- 
titude of  mind  which  renders  you  incapable  of 
fear  upon  any  pccafion  j  yet  there  is  no  man  who 
approaches  nearer  to  you  in  that  quality  than 
myfelf.     Neverthelefs,  I  fliall  always  be  upon  my 

guard. 
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guard,  though  I  fhall  never  be  afraid.  Indeed  A.u.  710 
if  I  fhould  have  any  reafon  ;  will  it  not  be 
wholly  owing,  my  dear  Brutus,  to  yourfelf? 
For  were  I  of  a  difpofition  apt  to  take  alarm, 
yet  I  fhould  be  perfedlly  compofed,  in  the  cori- 
fidence  of  that  proteftion  I  fhall  receive  from 
your  approaching  confulate :  efpecially  as  the 
world  is  no  lefs  fenfible  than  I  am,  of  the  fin- 
gular  fhare  I  enjoy  of  your  affeftion. 

I  agree  entirely  with  your  opinion  concerning 
the  four  legions  :  as  alfo  that  both  you  and  Csefar 
fliould  have  the  diftribution  of  thofe"  eftates  yoil 
mention.  This  is  an  ofHce  on  which  fome  oF 
my  collegues  had  cafl  a  very  v/ifliful  eye:  how^ 
ever  I  have  difappointed  their  longing,  by  re'^ 
ferving  it  wholly  for  you  and  Cfefar.  In  th^ 
mean  time,  if  any  occurrence  fhould  arife  tlidl 
requires  particular  fecrecy,  I  fhall  obferve  youf 
direftions  and  communicate  it  to  you  by  one  of 
my  own  domeflics.     Farewsl. 

June  the  4th. 


Z  3  LET- 
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LETTER    V. 

P  L  A  N  c  u  s    to    Cicero, 

A.U.  7T0.  T  Shall  never  regret  to  undergo  the  grcateit 
**"  dangers  in  the  caufe  of  my  country,  pro- 
vided, my  dear  Cicero,  that  whatever  happen? 
to  myfelf,  I  may  not  juftly  be  accufed  of  te- 
merity. But  I  fhould  not  fcruple  to  gonfefs, 
that  I  had  been  guilty  pf  an  imprudence,  if 
I  hgd  ever  adted  in  reliance  upon  the  fincerity 
of  Lepidus.  Too  eafy  a  difpofition  to  give  cre- 
dit to  faif  pretences,  cannot  fo  properly  be  called 
a  fault  as  an  error  :  but  an  error  into  \vhich  th? 
nobleft  minds  are  generally  moft  liable  to  fall, 
It  was  not  however,  from  a  miftake  of  this  nature 
that  I  had  lately  well-nigh  been  deceived :  for  the 
charafler  of  Lepidus  I  perfe6tly  well  knew.  It 
was  entirely  owing  to  a  certain  fenfibility  of  what 
my  detraftors  might  fay :  a  quality,  I  will  freely 
acknowledge,  particularly  prejudicial  in  the  af- 
fair of  war.  I  was  apprchenfive  if  I  remained  in 
my  camp,  that  thofe  who  are  inclined  to  miicon- 
flrue  my  adlions,  might  reprefent  me  as  the  oc- 
cafion  of  the  war  being  protrafted,  by  obftinate- 
ly  indulging  my  refentment  againfl  Lepidus :  and 
therefore  I  advanced  almoft  witliin  fitrht  of  hiui 
and  Antony.     I  encamped  indeed   at  no  greater 

diftance 
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diftance  from  them  than  forty  miles,  that  I  might  A.u.  7,0. 
be  able,  as  circumflances  fhould  require,  either 
fpeedily  to  join  the  army  of  Lepidus,  orfafelyto 
retreat  with  my  own.     In  marking  out  my  camp, 
I  chofe  a  fpot  of  ground  that  gave  me  the  advan- 
tage of  having  a  large  river  in  my  front,  which 
would  take  up  fome  time  in  paffing,  and  that  lay 
contiguous  likewife  to  the  country  of  the  Vocon- 
tii  * :  who  I  was  fure  would  favour  my  retreat. 
When   Lepidus  found   himfelf  difappointed  of 
what  he  fo  much  wilhed,  and  that  there  was  no 
hopes  of  my  approaching  nearer,  he  immediately 
threw  off  the  mafk  ;  and  on  the  29th  of  May  he 
joined  Antony.     The  combined  armies  moved 
the  fame  day  in  order  to  invefl  my  camp :    and 
they  had  aftually  advanced  within  20  miles,  be- 
fore I  received  advice  of  their  junction.  However 
I  llruck  my  tents  with  fo  much  expedition,  that 
by  the  favour  of  the  gods,  I  had  the  happinefs 
to  efcape  them.     My  retreat  was  conducted  with 
fo  much  good  order,  that  no  part  of  my  baggage, 
nor  even  a  fingle  man,  was  either  left  beliind  or  in- 
tercepted by  thefe  incenfed  villains.     On  the  4Lh 
of  this  month  I  repafled  thelfara  with  my  whole 
army:  after  which  I  broke  down  the  bridge  I  had 
thrown  acrofs  that   river.     I  took  this  precau- 
tion, that  my  troops  miglit  have  time  to  refieHi 
•  A  people  of  Narbonenfiar.  GauL 

%.  4.  thcm» 


.     The    letters       Book  XV. 

,  tliemfelves,  as  well  as  to  give  my  coUegue  ^  an 
opportunity  of  coming  up  to  me  :  which  I  ima- 
gine he  will  be  able  to  effecl  in  three  days  from 
the,4^te  of  this  letter. 

I  muil  always  acknowledge  the  zeal  and  fideli- 
ty which  Laterenfis  has  Ihewn  to  the  republic,  in 
his  negotiations  between  Lepidus  and  myfelf: 
but  it  is  certain  that  his  great  partiality  towardsr 
LepiduSj  prevented  him  from  difcerning  the  dan- 
gers into  which  I  have  been  led.  However,  as 
ippn  as  he  difcovered  how  grofsly  he  had  been 
impofed.  upon,  he  attempted  to  turn  that  fvvord 
againll  his  own  breafl:,  which  with  much  more 
juftice  had  been  plunged  in  the  heart  of  Lepidua. 
But  he  was  prevented  from  completing  his  pur- 
pofe  :  and  it  is  faid  (tho'  I  by  no  means  mientioi% 
it  as  a  certainty)  that  the  wound  he  has  given 
himfclf  is  not  mortal  '. 

My  efcape  from  thefe  traitors  has  proved  an  ex^ 
treme  mortification  to  them :  as  they  marched  to 
attack  mt  with  the  fame  unrelenting  fury  which 
inftigates  them  againfl  their  country.  Some  late 
circumftances  particularly  contributed  to  inflame 
tjieir  refentment.  I  had. frequently  and  warmly 
lirged  Lepidus  to  extinguiili  this  civil  war:  I  had 
difapproved  of  the  conferences  that  were  holden. 

^  Deciraus  Brutus. 

*  It  proved  othervvife  :  and  the  fenate  in  honour  of  his  pa- 
triotifm,  not  only  decreed  him.  a. public  funeral,  but  ordered 
altatue  to  be  erefted  to  his  iDemory,     Dio.  p.  324. 

with 
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with  the  enemy:  I  had  refufed  to  fee  the  lieute-  A.u.yio. 
nants  whom  Antony  deputed  to  me  -under  the 
paffports  of  Lepidus  :  and  had  intercepted  Catius 
Veilinus,  whom  the  former  had  fent  exprefs  to 
the  latter.  But  it  is  with  pleafure  I  refieft,  that 
the  more  earnefdy  they  wifhed  to-  get  me  into 
their  hands,  the  more  they  fuller  in  the  difap- 
pointment. 

Continue,  my  dear  Cicero,  to  employ  the  fame 
vigorous  efforts  you  have  hitherto-  exerted,  that 
we  who  are  in  arms  for  the  defence  of  the  repub- 
lic, may  have  fuitable  honours  paid  to  our  fer- 
vices.     In  the  mean  tim^e  I  wilh  that  Ciefar  would 
join  us   with  thofe  brave  troops  he  commands  5 
Or,  if  his  affairs  will  not  permit  him,  that  at  kafl: 
they  might  be  fent  under  the  condud  of  fome 
other  general :  for  moft  certainly  his  own  perfo- 
nal  intereil  is  at  flake  ^.     The  whole  force  of  the 
difaffefted  party  is  united  againft  our  country : 
and  fhall  we  not  put  forth  our  utmoft  ftrength  in 
its  defence?  As  for  what  concerns  myfelf,  I  v/ill 
venture  to  affure  you,  that  if  you  at  Rome  are 
not  wanting  on  your  parts,  I  will  abundantly  per- 
form every  thing  that  can  be  expefted  on  mine. 

The-obiigations  I  am  continually  receiving  from 
your  hands,  endear  you  to  me  every  day  more  and 

*  Oftavius  was  at  this  time  fecretly  carrying  on  a  treaty 
with  Lepidus  and  Antony,  which  fhortly  after  ended  in  aa 
alliance,  which  every  reader  is  acfjuainted  with  under  the 
name  of  the  Triutti'virate* 

%  ore  5 
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A.u.  710.  more;  at  the  fame  time  that  they  animate  me  to 
ad  in  fuch  a  manner  as  not  to  forfeit  in  any  de- 
gree your  efteem  and  afFedion. 

I  will  only  add  my  wiflies,  that  I  were  able  in 
perfon  to  give  you  fuch  proofs  of  my  gratitude, 
a§  might  afford  you  greater  reafon  to  rejoice  in 
the  good  offices  you  have  conferred  upon  me. 
Farewel. 

Cularo,  on  the  frontiers  of  tlie  AUobroges  % 
June  the  6th. 

LETTER      VL 
To   DieiMus    Brutus. 

TO  tell  you  the  truth  ^  I  was  once  inclined 
to  be  fomewhat  angry  at  the  fhortnefs  of 
your  letters :  but  I  am  now  fo  well  reconciled  to 
your  concife  manner,  that  I  condemn  my  own  as 
downright  loquacity^  and  fhall  make  your  epillles 
the  models  of  mine.  How  fhort^  yet  how  ex- 
prefTivc  are  you  v/hen  you  tell  mcj  that  "  all 
*'  things  go  well  with  youj  and  that  you  fhall 
"  endeavour  to  render  them  ftill  better ;  that  Le- 
"  pidus  feems  favourably  difpofcd  i  and  that  wc 

3  A  people  of  the  Narbonenfjan  Gaul,  in  which  Cularo, 
now  called  Grenoble,  was  iituated. 

♦  When  Cicero  wrote  this  letter,  which  is  an  anfwer  to 
the  24th  of  the  preceding  book,  p.  310.  of  this  vol.  he  had 
not  yet  received  the  news  of  Antony's  junftioi?  with  Lc- 
cldus. 

C  "  have 
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"  have  every  thing  to  expeft  from  our  three  ar-  A.u.710, 
rnies  ^ !"  Were  I  ever  fo  full  of  fears,  thefe  fig-  '  ''"^ 
nificant  fentences  would  baniili  them  all.  But  I 
exert  the  fpirit  you  recommend :  and  indeed  if 
at  the  time  when  you  were  clofely  blocked  up  hi 
Mutina,  my  hopes  neverthelefs  were  fixed  tn- 
tireiy  upon  you  j  how  much  higher,  think  you, 
muft  they  be  raifed  now  ? 

I  Ihould  be  glad,  my  dear  Brutus,  10  refign  ta 
you  my  poll  of  ohfervaticn,  if  I  might  do  fo  with- 
out incurring  the  cenfure  of  deferting  it.  As  to 
what  you  mentioned  of  continuing  in  Italy  till 
you  {liQuld  hear  from  me ;  I  do  not  difapprove 
of  it;,  if  fhe  motions  of  the  enemy  ll:iould  not  cali 
you  elfewhere  :  as  there  are  niany  points  upoa 
the  carpet  at  Jlome,  which  may  render  it  pru- 
dent for  you  not  to  remove  to  a  farther  diflance. 
But  at  all  events,  if  your  prefence  here  may 
prove  a  means  of  terminating  the  war  -,  it  is  un- 
doubtedly the  firft  and  principal  fchcme  you 
fhould  have  in  view. 

The  fenate  has  decreed  the  firft  money  that 
could  be  raifed,  for  the  payment  of  your  troops. 
-r-Servius  is  extremely  your  friend  :  and  you 
may  always  depend  upon  me.     FareweL 

June  the  8  th, 
»  Thafc  ofDecimus  Brutus^  piancus,  ani  OiX^Assc 
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L  E  T  T  E  R     VII. 

AsiNius    PoLLio    to    Cicero. 

A.u.  7TO.  XJ  A  L  B  U  S  ^,  my  quaeftor,  has  withdrawii 
M^  from  Gades  with  very  confiderable  efFeds  in 
his  hands  which  he  had  received  of  the  public  ■ 
taxes  %  confiding  of  a  large  quantity  of  uncoined 
gold,  a  much  larger  of  filver  '%  together  with  a 
great  fum  of  ready  money  :  and  what  adds  to  his 
iniquity,  is,  that  he  has  not  difcharged  even  the 
pay  of  the  troops  ^.  In  his  Might  he  was  detain- 
ed three  days  by  contrary  winds  at  Calpe ' ; 
from  whence  however  he  failed  on  the  lil  of  this 
month  :  and  has  tranfported  himfelf  together 
with  his  treafure  into  the  dominions  of  Bogud, 
king  of  Mauritania  \     But  whether  the  prefent 

*  He  was  nephew  to  Lucius  Cornelius  Balbus,  the  great 
friend  and  favourite  of  Csefar,  and  of  whom  frequent  men- 
tion has  been  made  in  the  preceding  letters. 

'  The  qusllor  was  receiver-general  of   the  provincial 

taxes. 

.  ®  The  province  of  Spain  abounded  in  valuable  mines  of 
every  fort,  particularly  in  thofe  of  filver  and  gold  :  the  pro- 
prietors of  which  paid  a  certain  proportion  to  the  govern- 
ment, of  the  pure  ore  which  thefe  mines  produced.  Strab. 
iii.     Burman.  de  ve^igaL  P.  R,  dijfert.  p.  107. 

'  The  payment  of  the  forces  was  a  part  of  the  bufinefs 
belonging  to  the  provincial  quxftors. 

^  Gibraltar. 

*  One  ofthemofl  confiderable  kingdoms  in  antient  Africa  ; 
comprehending  thofe  of  Fez  and  Morocco,  together  with  part 

pre- 


Book  XV.       of    C  I  C  E  R  O.  349 

prevailing  reports  ^  will  bring  him  back  to  Ga-A.u.710. 
des,  or  carry  him  to  Rome,  I  know  not :  for  I 
hear  that  his  refolutions  vary  with  every  different 
exprefs  that  arrives.     But  befides  the  robberies 
3i,nd  the  extortions  he  has  committed  in  this  pro- 
vince, and  the  cruelties  he  has  exercifed  towards  . 
our  allies,  he  affefted  in  feverai  inftances  to  imitate 
(as  he  himfelf  ufed  to  boaft)  the  actions  of  Ccefar. 
Accordingly  on  the  laft  day  of  the  games  which  he 
exhibited  at  Gades,  he  prefented  Herennius  Cal- 
lus, a  comedian,  with  the  golden  ring ;  and  con- 
duced him  to  one  of  the  14  benches  of  the  the- 
atre, which  he  had  appropriated  to  thofe  of  the 
equellrian  order.    He  likewife  continued  himlelf 
in  the  fupreme  magillracy  of  Gades,  by  his  own 
lingle  authority  :  and  at  two  immediately  fuccef- 
five  affemblies  of  the  people,  he  nominated  for 
the  two  next  following  years  fuch  of  his  creatures 
whom  he  thought  proper  to  fucceed  him  in  the 
government  of  that  city.     He  alfo  recalled  from 
exile,  not  indeed  thofe  unfortunate  men  who  were 
banillied  on  account  of  the  prefent  commotions, 
but  thofe  infamous  rebels  who  v^^ere  concerned 

of  Algiers  and  Billedulgerid.  Bc^ud,  the  prince  of  this 
country,  had  in  the  late  civil  wars  favoured  and  affilled  Cs- 
far,  by  whom  he  had  been  greatly  dilHnguifhed  :  as  he  af- 
terwards fupported  Antony  in  the  war  between  him  and 
0£lavius.  It  is  probable  therefore  that  Balbus  withdrew 
with  thefe  treafures,  not  in  order  to  convert  them  to  his  pri- 
vate ufe,  but  to  employ  them  in  the  caufe  of  Antony.  I-Lrf, 
ds  Bel.  Alex.  ^g.  de  Be!.  Afric.  25. 

^  Concerning  the  junction  of  Lepidus  with  Antony. 

in 
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A.U.7J0.  in  the  fedltion  which  was  raifed  in  Gades,  during 
the  proconfulate  of  Sextus  Varrus  +j  and  in 
which  all  the  members  of  their  cotincil  were  ei- 
ther aiTafTinated,  or  expelled.  Thus  far  he  had 
Csfar  for  his  model :  but  in  the  inftances  I  am 
0-0 inp-  to  mention,  he  exceeded  even  Casfar 
himfelf.  He  caufed  a  play  to  be  afted  at  the 
public  games,  upon  the  fubjedt  of  his  embafly  to 
Lucius  Lentulus  %  the  proconful :  and  the  good 
man  was  fo  afFeded  with  the  remembrance  of 
thofe  tranfaftions  which  the  fcenes  of  this  drama 
recalled  to  his  mind,  that  he  melted  into  tears. 
At  the  gladiatorial  games,  he  gave  a  fpecimen  of 
his  cruelty  with  regard  to  one  Fadius,  who  had 
ferved  in  Pompey's  army.  This  man  had  twice, 
it  feems,  voluntarily  entered  the  lifts  in  combats 
of  this  kind  ;  but  upon  the  prefent  occafion  he 

♦  It  does  not  appear  who  this  perfon  was,  nor  at  what 
time  he  prefided  as  governor  of  Spain. 

*  He  was  conful  in  the  year  704,  when  the  civil  war 
broke  out:  in  which  he  took  part  with  Pompey.  He  ac- 
companied that  general  in  his  retreat  to  Brundifi urn,  and  from 
thence  pafied  over  with  him  into  Greece.  But  before  Len- 
tulus left  Italy,  Balbus  was  employed  by  Caafar  (asManutius 

,obferves)  to  prevail  with  him  to  retarn  to  Rome.  Balbus  af- 
terwards (as  appears  by  a  paflage  which  the  fame  commen- 
tator cites  from  Paterculus)  executed  a  much  more  difficult 
commifiion  of  this  kind,  at  the  fiege  of  Dyrrachium  :  where 
he  undertook  to  carry  fome  farther  overtures  from  Caefar  to 
Lentulus  who  was  in  that  garrifon,  and  which  he  executed 
with  equal  addrefs  and  intrepidity.  It  was  this  adventure^, 
it  is  probable,  that  formed  the  fubjeft  of  the  play  which  Pol- 
lio  here  mention >.     ^fi /f/.  viii,  li,    Fel,  Pstirc.  iit  ^t. 
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refiifed  to  fight,  tho*  peremptorily  required  b/A.u.; 
Balbus :  and  accordingly  threw  himfelf  upon  the 
proteftion  of  the  populace.  But  the  mob  having 
pelted  Balbus  with  ftones  when  he  attempted  to 
recover  him  out  of  their  hands,  he  let  loofe  upon 
them  a  party  of  his  Gallic  horfe.    Balbus  having 
by  thefe  means  got  the  unfortunate  Fadius  into 
his  pofleffion,  ordered  him  to  be  fixed  in  a  pit 
which  was  dug   for  that  purpofe  in  the  place 
where  the  games  were  exhibited,  and  caufed  him 
in  this  manner  to  be  burnt  alive.  This  was  per- 
formed foon  after  Balbus  had  dined  ^,  who  was 
prefent   during  the  whole    execution,   walking 
about  bare-footed,  with  his  hands  behind  him, 
and  his  tunic  loofe,  in  the  mod  unconcerned  and 
Indecent  manner :  and  while  the  unhappy  fuf- 
ferer  cried  out  that  he  was  a  Roman  citizen ; 
"  Why  do  you  not  run  now  (faid  the  infulting 

'  There  feems  to  have  been  fome  peculiar  indecorum  ia 
this  circumftance,  tho'  it  is  not  very  eafy  to  determine  where- 
in it  precifely  confifted.     It  may  be,  that  public  executions 
at  this  time  of  the  day,  were  thought  indecent :  it  is  certain 
at  lead  that  it  was  deemed  improper  to  hold  courts  of  judica- 
ture for  the  trial  of  criminal  matters  in  an  afternoon .     For 
Plutarch  takes  notice  that  the  younger  Cato  was  accufed  of 
this  pradtice  during  his  prJCtorlhip  :  and  thinks  it  neceilary 
for  the  credit  of  that  illuftrious  Roman,  to  deny  the  truth  of 
the  charge.    Or  perhaps  Pollio  might  point  out  this  circum- 
ftance as  a  mark  of  unconwnon  cruelty  of  difpofition  in  BaK 
bus,  who  could  rife  from  table  with  a  temper  of  mind  fo  dif- 
ferent  from  that  which  pleafures  of  this  fort  are  naturally  apt 
to  infpire  ;  and  turn  from  a  chearful  meal  to  a  fcene  of  the 
utmoft  horror  and  barbarity.     P/ut,  in  vit,  Caton.  Uticen. 

«  and 
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A.U.710. "  and  rekntlefs  Balbus)  to  implore  the  protec- 
tion of  the  people  ?"  But  this  was  not  the 
fingle  cruelty  lie  exercifed.  He  expofed  like- 
wife  feveral  Roman  citizens  to  wild  beafts ;  par- 
ticularly a  certain  noted  auftioneer  in  the  city  of 
Hifpalis  "^ :  and  this  for  no  other  reafon  but  be- 
caufe  the  poor  man  was'  excelTively  deformed. 
Such  is  the  monfter  v/ith  whom  I  had  the  mif- 
fortune  to  be  connected  !  But  more  of  him  when 
we  meet.  In  the  mean  time  (to  turn  to  a  point 
of  much  greater  importance)  I  jQiould  be  glad 
the  fenate  would  determine  in  what  manner  they 
would  have  nfie  a6l.  I  am  at  the  head  of  three 
brave  legions  :  one  of  which  Antony  took  great 
pains  to  draw  over  to  his  intereft  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war.  For  this  purpofe  he 
caufed  it  to  be  fignified  to  them,  that  the  very 
firft  day  they  fliould  enter  into  his  camp,  every 
foldier  Iliould  receive  five  hundred  ^  denarii  i 
befides  which  he  alfo  afllired  them  that  if  he  ob- 
tained the  vidory,  they  fhould  receive  an  equal 
ihare  of  the  fpoils  with  his  own  troops  :  a  reward 
which  all  the  world  knows  would  have  been 
without  end  or  meafure.  Thefe  promifes  made 
a  deep  imprelTion  upon  them :  and  it  was  with 
great  difficulty  I  kept  them  from  deferting.     I 

'  The  citj'  of  Seville  in  Spain. 
•  About  14 1.  Ilerling. 

Hiould 
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lllould  not  indeed  have  been  able  to  have  effefted  A.u.  yn 
this,  if  I  had  not  cantoned  them  in  diftant  quar- 
ters :  as   fome   of  the  cohorts,   notwithllandino- 
they  were  thus  feparated,  had  the  infolence  to 
mutiny.     Antony  endeavoured  likewife  to  gain 
the  reft  of  the  legions  by  immenfe  offers.     Nor 
was  Lepidus  lefs  importunate  with   me  to  fend 
him  the  thirtieth  legion  :  which  he  foUicited  both 
by  his  own  letters,  and  by  thofe  which  he  caufed 
Antony   to  write.     The  fenate   will  do  me  the 
iiiftice    therefore  to  believe,  as    no   advantao-es 
could  tempt  me  to  fell  my  troops,  nor  any  dan- 
gers which  I  had  reafon  to  apprehend  if  Antony 
and  Lepidus   fhould    prove    conquerors,  could 
prevail  with  me  to  diminifli  their  num.ber,  that 
I  was  thus   tenacious  of  my  army  for  no  other 
purpofe  but   to  employ  it  in  the  fervice  of  the 
republic  ".     And  let  the  readinefs  with  which  I 
have  obeyed  ^11  the  orders  I  received  from  the 
fenate,  be  a  proof  that  I  would  have  complied 
in  the  fame  manner  with  every  other  they  fhould 
have  thought  proper  to  have  fent  me.     I  have 
preferved   the   tranquillity   of  this   province ;  I 
have  maintained  my  authority  over  the  army ; 
and  have  never  once  moved  beyond  the  limits  of 
my  own  jurifdiftion.     I  muft  add  likewife,  that 
1  have  never  employed  any  foldier  either  of  my 

»  See  rem.  5.  p.  337.  of  this  vol. 
Vol,  III.  A  a  own 
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A.u.  7x0.  own  troops,  or  thofe  of  my  auxiliaries  in  carry- 
ing any  difpatches.  whatfoever :  and  I  have  con- 
flantly  punifned  fuchof  my  cavalry  whom  I  have 
found  at  any  time  attempting  to  defert.  I  iliall 
tliink  thefe  cares  fufficieritly  rewarded,  in  feeing 
the  peace  and  kcurity  of  the  republic  retLored.K 
But  if  the  majority  of  the  fenate  and  the  com- 
monwealth indeed  in  general,  had  known  me 
for  what  I  am,  I  iliould  have  been  able  to  have 
rendered  them  much  more  im.portant  fervices. 

I  have  fent  you  a  copy  of  the  letter  which  I 
wrote  to  Balbus  jull  before  he  left  this  province  : 
and  if  you  have  any  curiofity  to  read  his  piay 
which  I  mentioned  above  ^  it  is  in  the  hands  of 
my  friend  Gallus  Cornelius,  to  whom  you  may 
apply  for  it.     Farewel. 

Corduba,  June  the  8th. 

LETTER    YUh 

To    P  L  A  N  G  U  S. 

ALL  our  hopes  are  entirely  fixed  (and  fixed 
too  with  the  approbation  of  the  gods  them- 
felves)  upon  you  and  your  collegue  '.  The 
perfeit  unanimity  therefore  that  appears  by  your 
refpedive  letters  to  the  fenate  to  fubfiil  between 
you,  affords  great  fatisfaclion,  not  only  to  that 

*  Decimus  Brutus. 

afTembly 
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aiTembly  in  particular,  but  to  the  whole  city  inA.u.ri. 
general. 

As  to  what  you  wrote  to  me  concerning  the 
commiffion  for  dividing  the  lands ;  if  that  affair 
had  been  brought  before  the  fenate,  I  ilionld 
have  been  the  firfl  to  have  propofed  the  moft  ho- 
nourable decree  in  your  favour.  But  the  llow- 
nefs  of  their  deliberations  in  the  bufinefs  which 
v/as  then  under  their  Confideration,  together  with 
other  obftrudions  which  attended  their  debates, 
having  prevented  thenn  from  coming  to  any 
refoiution ;  both  your  brother  and  myfeif  were 
of  opinion,  that  it  was  moft  advifable  to  proceed 
upon  the  former  decree  :  and  I  take  it  for  granted 
that  he  has  acquainted  you,  to  whom  it  is  ov/ing 
that  it  was  not  drawn  up  in  the  manner  we  pro- 
pofed. But  if  in  this  inftance,  or  in  any  other, 
your  inclinations  fhould  not  be  intirely  grati- 
fied ;  be  well  perfuaded  however,  that  you  are 
in  fuch  high  efteem  with  all  the  friends  of  the 
republic,  that  there  is  no  fort  of  honours  they 

are  not  difpofed  to  confer  upon  you. 1  wait 

with  great  impatience  for  an  exprefs  from  you, 
as  I  expect  it  will  bring  us  the  news  I  moft  wifh. 
Farev/el. 


A  a  2  LET- 
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LETTER    IX. 

To    C  O  R  NT  I  F  I  C  I  U  S  *. 

A.u.  710.  ys  it  really  (o,  my  friend :  and  have  I  never 
L  written  to  you  but  v/hen  I  had  occafion  to 
recommend  the  cauie  of  fome  litio-ious  fuitor  ? 
I  confefs  I  have  frequently  troubled  you  v/ith 
letters  of  this  kind  :  but  mufl  you  not  thank 
your  own  obliging  partiality  towards  me,  if  the 
world  is  perfuaded  that  no  recommendation  has 
fo  much  weight  with  you  as  mine  ?  Tell  me, 
however,  when  did  I  omit  writing,  if  your  fa- 
mily gave  me  notice  of  an  opportunity  ?  In  fadl, 
nothing  affords  me  greater  fatisfaftion,  now  that 
I  cannot  converfe  with  you  in  perfon,  than  this 
intercourfe  of  letters.  I  only  lament  that  my 
public  occupations  prevent  me  from  correfpond- 
ing  with  you  as  frequently  as  I  wifh.  If  I  had 
more  leifure  indeed,  I  fliould  not  only  provoke 
you  to  enter  with  me  into  a  commerce  of  this 
epiflolary  kind,  but  I  fhould  challenge  you 
with  whole  volumes  of  my  works  :  a  challenge, 
which  I  ought  to  have  received  from  you,  as 
your  engagements,  I  imagine,  are  not  altogether 

•  See  rem.  6.  p.  61.  of  this  rol. 

fo 
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fo  numerous  as  mine.  But  if  I  am  miflaken  A.U.710. 
in  this  fuppofition ;  how  fhall  I  acquit  you  of 
being  a  little  unreafonable  in  expecting  frequent 
letters  on  my  part,  when  you  have  fo  feidom 
leifure  to  fend  me  any  on  yours  ?  If  I  have 
hitherto  been  engaged  in  the  moft  important 
occupations,  as  holding  myfelf  bound  to  exert 
all  my  cares  in  the  defence  of  the  republic ;  I 
may  llill  more  fcrongly  urge  that  plea  at  pre- 
fent.  For  as  a  relapfe  is  always  more  dangerous 
than  a  firfb  attack ;  fo  the  re-kindling  of  this 
war  after  it  was  almofc  totally  extinguifhed, 
demands  a  double  portion  of  my  labour  and 
vigilance.  But  not  to  enter  farther  into  this  fub- 
jeft,  believe  me,  my  dear  Cornificius,  I  fhould 
think  myfelf  moft  inexcufably  indolent,  not  to 
fay  ill-mannered,  were  I  capable  of  fufFering  you 
to  gain  the  fuperiority  over  me  in  any  inftance 
of  friendfhip.  That  I  enjoy  yours,  is  a  point 
of  which  I  never  once  had  the  leafc  doubt :  but 
the  converfation  I  have  lately  had  with  Cherip- 
pus,  has  rendered  it  ftill  more  evident.  As 
agreeable  as  he  always  was  to  my  taile,  I  could 
not  but  look  upon  him  in  his  lalt  vifit  with 
more  than  ordinary  pleafure  :  as  he  not  only 
acquainted  me  with  the  fentiments  of  your  heart 
in  the  meffage  he  delivered  to  me,  but  as  he 
reprefented  at  the  fame  time  a  lively  image  of 

A  a  3  your 


^  cS  The     letters      Book  XV. 

A.u.  710.  your  very  air  and  countenance.  You  had  no 
reafon  then  to  be  apprehenfive  that  I  iliould  be 
difpleafed  at  your  having  fent  me  the  fame  com- 
mon letter  which  you  addrefled  to  all  your  friends, 
in  general.  If  I  defired  a  more  particular  m.e- 
morial,  it  was  merely  from  the  alTection  of  my 
heart,  and  by  no  micans  as  a  point  upon  which  I 
infifted. 

The  lofs  of  both  our  confuls  S  together  with 
the  inpredibie  fcarcity  of  money  in  the  treafury, 
puts  it  out  of  my  power  to  eafe  you  of  your  great 
and  continual  expence  in  your  military  prepara- 
tions. We  are  trying  all  expedients  in  order  to, 
raife  fupplies  for  difcharging  thofe  donatives  we 
promifed  to  the  troops  that  behaved  well :  and 
I  imagined  that  we  faall  at  lafb  be  obliged  to  have 
recourfe  to  a  tax  K 

I  am  perfuaded  there  is  no  truth  in  the  report 
concerning  Attius  Dionyfius :  as  Stratorius  has 
not  mentioned  a  word  to  me  upon  that  fubje6t. 
With  regard  to  Publius  Lucceius ;  be  well  per- 
fuaded that  his  intereft   is  no   lefs  my  concern 

■*  Hirtius  and  Panfa. 

5  "  This  was  a  fort  of  capitation  tax,  proportioned  to  each 
*'  man's  fubftance  ;  biit  had  wholly  been  difufed  in  Rome 
"  from  the  conqueft  of  Macedonia  by  Paulus  ^milius, 
*'  which  furnifhed  money  and  rents  fufficient  to  eafe  the 
"  city  ever  after  of  that  burthen,  till  the  neceffity  of  the 
*'  prefent  times  obliged  them  to  renew  it.  Fa/.  Max.  iv, 
••'  3."     Life  of  Cic.  jii.  p.  249. 

5  than 
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than  it  is  yours:  for  indeed  he  is  extremely  my  A. u.  710. 
friend.  I  could  not  however  prevail  with  the 
managers  of  the  auction  to  adjourn  the  fale  : 
their  engagements  and  their  oath  obliging  them, 
they  affure  me,  to  the  contrary.  I  would  by  all 
means  therefore  advife  him  to  haften  into  Italy: 
and  if  the  fummons  I  fent  him  fome  time  fince 
had  any  weight,  he  will  be  at  Rome  when  you 
read  this  letter.  As  to  the  affairs  you  mention, 
and  particularly  the  money  ;  I  find  you  were  not 
apprifcd  of  Panfa's  death  when  you  wrote  your 
letter,  by  the  hopes  that  you  exprefs  that  thro'  my 
intereft  he  would  comply  v/ith  your  requefb.  And 
mofl  undoubtedly  he  would,  had  he  been  living: 
for  he  held  you  in  great  efteem.  But  as  he  is 
-dead,  I  do  not  fee  that  any  thing  can  now  be 
done  in  this  matter. 

I  approve,  in  general,  of  your  meafures  v/ith 
refpeft  to  Venullius,  Latinus,  and  Horatius  ; 
and  particularly,  that  you  have  deprived  thera 
of  their  lidlors.  But  I  am  not  altogether  fo 
well  pleafed,  that  in  order  to  render  this  circum- 
flance  the  lefs  uneafy  to  them,  you  have  taken 
away  thefe  attendants  likewife  from  your  own 
lieutenants.  Thofe  who  deferve  the  higheft  ho- 
ndurs  ought  not  to  have  been  thus  levelled  with 
a  fet  of  men,  who  certainly  merit  the  utmoft 
difgrace  :  and  if  they  will  not  depart  from  your 

A  a  4  pro- 
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A.U.  710.  province  in  obedience  to  the  decree  of  the  fenate, 
I  think  you  lliouid  ufe  compulfory  methods  for 
that  purpofe. 

I  have  nothing  farther  to  add  in  anfwer  to  your 
l^ft  letter  (of  which  I  received  a  duplicate)  bu^ 
that  I  hope  you  will  be  perfuaded,  your  credit 
and  reputation  are  no  lefs  facred  to  me  than  my 
own  ^     Farewel. 


L  E  T  T  E  R     X, 

To    Decimus    Brutus. 

nr^HO'  I  always  receive  your  letters  with  thp 
-^  highell:  fatisfa6lion,  yet  I  am  much  better 
pleafcd  that  you  employed  your  colleguc  Plancus 
to  make  an  excufe  to  me,  than  if  you  had  in- 
terrupted your  very  important  occupations  by 
writing  yourfelf.  He  has  executed  your  com- 
mifTion  very  fully  :  and  nothing  can  render  your 
character  more  truly  amiable  to  me,  than  the 
account  he  gives  of  your  zeal  and  diligence. 

^  This  letter  clofes  the  correfpondence  between  Cicero 
&nd  Cornificius.  The  latter  not  long  afterwards  loft  his 
life  in  bravely  defending  his  province  againft  the  troops  of 
Sextius  :  who  claimed  it  in  the  name  of  Oftavius,  by  virti^c 
of  the  general  diviiion  of  the  Roman  dominions  that  had 
been  agreed  upon  between  the  triumvirs.  Jppian,  de  B.  C. 
p.  620. 

The 
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The  jun6lion  of  your  forces  with  thofe  of  A.U.  710. 
Plancus,  and  the  harmony  with  which  you  aft 
together,  as  appears  by  your  comnnon  letter  to 
the  feriate,  was  extremely  agreeable  both  to  that 
afTembly  and  to  the  people  in  general.  What 
remains  then,  my  dear  Brutus,  but  to  conjure 
you  to  perfevere  in  the  fame  unanimity,  and  to 
endeavour,  I  will  not  fay  to  excel  others,  but 
(what  is  far  worthier  of  your  ambition)  to  rife 
above  youffelf  I  need  add  no  more  :  efpecially 
as  I  am  writing  to  one  whofe  epiltolary  concife- 
nefs  I  purpofe  to  imitate. 

I  wait  with  impatience  for  your  next  difpatches : 
as  I  imagine  they  will  bring  us  fuch  accounts  as 
are  agreeable  to  our  willies.     Farewel. 

LETTER      XI. 

To     FuRNIUS  ', 

WHEN  your  letter  affured  me,  that  it 
was  abfolutely  neceflary  either  to  flight 
Narbonenfian  Gaul  ^,  or  to  attack  the  enemy 
with  great  difadvantage  ;  I  was  glad  to  find  that 
the  former  had  been  chofen  :  as  I  much  more 
dreaded  the  confequences  of  coming  to  an  en- 

'  See  rem.  7.  p.  303.  of  this  vol. 

•  In  which  province  were  the  combined  armies  of  Antonj 
^ni  Lepidus. 

gagem^nt 
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■'''^°*  gagement  upon  unequal  terms.  What  you  men- 
tioned likev/ile  concerning  the  harmony  between 
Plancus  and  Brutus,  afforded  me  great  pleafure : 
for  it  is  a  circumftance  upon  which  I  found  my 
principal  hopes  of  our  faccefs. 

Notwithftanding  you  modeftly  refer  it  to  time 
to  inform  me  to  whom  we  owe  that  general  zeal 
which  appears  in  your  province  ^ ;  be  affured  it 
is  a  point  of  which  I  am  already  perfectly  well 
apprifed.  I  could  not  therefore  but  read  the  lat- 
ter part  of  your  letter,  which  in  all  other  refpefts 
was  extremely  agreeable  to  me,  with  fome  con- 
cern. You  there  tell  me,  that  if  the  election  for 
lediles  is  fixed  for  the  month  of  Augufb,  you  will 
foon  be  at  Rome  ;  but  if  it  is  already  over,  yoii 
will  be  there  much  Sooner  :  "  for  wherefore," 
you  afk,  "  fnould  you  weakly  continue  to  hazard 
"  your  life,  without  the  profpedt  of  any  recom- 
"  penfe  r"  O  !  my  friend,  is  it  pofTible  that 
you  who  judge  fo  v/ell  concerning  the  interefts 
of  others,  fliouidbe  thus  a  ftranger  to  your  own? 
But  as  I  am  fenfible  of  the  flrong  impulfe  of 
your  heart  towards  true  glory,  I  cannot  believe 
that  thefe  are  its  genuine  fentiments :  at  leail  if 
they  be,  I  muft  condemn  my  own  judgment  as 
well  as  yours,  for  being  fo  greatly  deceived  in 

^ 

•  Traiifalpine  Gaul :  in  v^liich  pifdvince  Furnius  was  lieu-  , 
tenant  to  Plancus, 

your 
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your  chara6ler.     Shall   the   ambition  of  antici-  A.U.710-. 
pating  a  flight  and  conrimon  honour,  (for  fo  I 
muft  call  the  office  you  have  in  view,  if  obtained 
in  the  manner  by  which  fo  many  others  have 
rifen  to  it  before  you)   induce  you  to  withdraw 
from  a  theatre  where  you   are  ad:ing  v/ith  fuch 
univerfal  and  well-merited  applaufe  ?  Shall  it  be 
a  queftion  with   you,  whether  to   offer  yourfelf 
as  a  candidate  now,   or  at  the  next  election  for 
prcEtors :   and  is  it  none,  how  you  fhall  deferve 
every  illuftrious  diftinftion  which  the  common- 
wealth can  beftow  ?  Are  you  a  ftranger  to  the 
exalted  reputation  you  have  acquired?  Or  do 
you  confider  it  as  of  no  value,  thus  to  rife  in 
the  efteem  of  your  country  ?    If  you  are  igno- 
rant indeed  of  the  high  credit  in  which  you  ftand 
with  the  public;   it  is  an  ignorance  for  which 
we  who  are  your  friends  are  undoubtedly  to  be 
blamed.     But  if  you  already  know  it ;   tell  me, 
my  Furnius,   can  any  prsetorfhip   afford  you  a 
fatisfaftion  fuperior  to  what  you  feel  in  difcharg- 
ing  the  duty  you  owe  to  your  country,  and  in 
reaping  immortal  glory  ?    an  acquifltion,  which 
tho'  few  indeed  endeavour  to  deferve,  yet  every 
man,  moft  certainly,  wilhes  to  enjoy.     Calvifius, 
who  is  much  your  friend,  and  a  m.an  of  great 
judgment  alfo,  frequently  joins  with  me  in  com- 
plaining of  you  upon  this  article.     However, 

fince 
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A.u.  710.  fince  you  are  fo  defirous  to  attain  this  office  j  I 
fhall  endeavour  that  the  eleftion  may  be  deferred 
till  the  month  of  January  :  as  this  adjournment 
will  upon  many  accounts,  I  think,  prove  for  the 
advantage  likewife  of  the  republic.  Farewel : 
and  may  vidory  attend  you  ! 

LETTER    XII. 

To    Caius    Cassius. 

I  Imagine  you  are  informed  by  the  public  jour- 
nals, which  I  know  are  duly  tranfmitted  to 
you,  of  the  infamous  conduft  of  that  moft  light 
and  inconflant  man,  your  relation  Lepidus  '. 
We  are  again  therefore  involved  in  a  war,  which 
we  flattered  oiu'felves  was  entirely  over :  and  all 
our  hopes  are  now  placed  upon  Decimus  ^  and 
Plancus  J  or  to  fpeak  more  truly  indeed,  upon 
Brutus  '  and  upon  you.  For  it  is  from  you  two 
that  we  expe6t,  not  only  a  prefent  afTiftance,  in 
cafe  any  misfortune  (which  the  gods  avert !) 
ihould  attend  our  arms,  but  a  firm  and  lafting 
re-eftablilhment  of  our  liberties. 

The  reports  in  regard  to  Dolabella  *,  are  in  all 

'  Lepidus  and  Caffius  were  married  to  the  two  fillers  of 
Marcus  Brutus. 

*  Brutus, 

3  Marcus. 

**  That  he  was  defeated  by  Caffius. 

relpeds 
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refpefts  agreeable  to  our  wifheSj  excepting  only  A. u.  710. 
that  they  want  confirmation.  In  the  mean  time 
be  affured,  that  the  opinion  and  expectations 
of  the  world  concerning  you,  are  fuch  as  evi- 
dently fhew  that  they  look  upon  you  as  a  truly 
great  man.  Let  this  animate  you  to  the  nobleft 
atchievements :  in  the  full  perfuafion  that  there 
is  nothing  fo  confiderable  which  your  country 
does  not  hope  to  obtain  by  your  courage  and 
condud.     Farewel. 


LETTER    XIIL 
To  the  Same. 

I  Take  example  from  the  concifenefs  of  your 
letters,  to  ihorten  mine :  tho'  to  fay  truth, 
nothing  occurs  at  prefent  that  can  tempt  me  to 
lengthen  them.  For  as  to  our  tranfaclions,  I  well 
know  you  are  acquainted  with  them  by  the  public 
journals :  and  we  are  perfedlly  ignorant  of  every 
thing  that  concerns  yours.  One  would  imagine 
indeed  that  all  communication  were  cut  off  be- 
tween us  and  Afia :  for  we  have  received  no 
intelligence  from  thence,  excepting  only  fome 
uncertain,  tho'  indeed  repeated,  rumours  in  re- 
lation to  the  defeat  of  Dolabella. 

We 
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A.u.  710.  We  imagined  that  the  flames  of  this  civil  war 
were  entirely  extinguifned  :  but  in  the  midfl  of 
this  pleafing  perfuafion,  we  were  fuddenly  and 
greatly  alarmed  by  the  condufl  of  your  relation 
Lepidus.  Be  affured  therefore,  that  the  hopes 
of  the  republic  are  wholly  fixed  upon  you  and 
your  army.  V/e  have,  it  is  true,  a  very  power- 
ful body  of  troops  in  this  part  of  the  world: 
neverthelefs,  your  prefence  here  is  extremely  ne- 
ceffary  to  give  our  affairs  all  the  fuccefs  we  wifli. 
I  will  not  fay  that  we  have  no  hopes  of  reco- 
vering our  liberties :  but  I  mull  fay  our  hopes 
are  fmall.  Such  as  they  are,  however,  they  are 
entirely  founded  upon  your  future  confulate  ^ 
Farewel. 

LETTER    XIV. 

Cassius^  Qusftor,  to   Cicero. 

THE  prefervation  of  the    republic   by  the 
viftory  we  have  lately  obtained,  gives  me 
inexprefTible  joy  :  as  the  honours  that  have  been 

'  Caflius  and  Brutus  were  praetors  the  laft  year :  and  the 
laws  entitled  a  man  to  fue  for  the  confulate  two  years  after 
he  had  ferved  the  office  of  praetor. 

*  It  is  altogether  uncertain  whether  the  author  of  this 
letter  was  Lucius  Cafiius  the  brother  of  Caius  Caffius,  or 
another  Caffius,  diftinguilhed  by  the  addition  of  Parmen/js, 
from  Parma,  the  place  of  his  nativity.  There  is  nothing 
indeed,  in  the  hiftory  of  thefe  two  Caffii,  or  in  the  letter 
itfelf,  that  can  render  it  more  reafonable  to  fuppofe  it  to 
have  been  written  by  the  one>  rather  than  the  other  :  for 

paid 
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paid  my  friend ',  afford  me  likewife  a  very  fenfi- A.u.710. 
fible  pleafure.  I  cannot  fufficientiy  indulge  my 
admiration  when  I  confider  you  as  thus  rifing 
above  yourfelf  in  glory  j  and  that  the  confular  * 
Ihould  fhine  forth  even  vvith  more  luftre  than 
the  conful.  Some  uncommon  privilege  of  fate, 
moft  certainly  attends  your  patriot  virtues:  as. 
we  have  often,  I  am  fure,  experienced.  How 
elfeiliould  your  fingle  eloquence  be  of  more  avail 
than  the  arms  of  all  our  generals  ?  You  have  a 
fecond  time  indeed  refcued  the  well-nigh  van- 
quifhed  republic  from  the  hands  of  our  enemies  > 
and  once  more  reftored  her  to  us  again.  From 
this  period  therefore  I  date  the  return  of  our 
liberties :  and  I  fhall  nov/  be  honoured  with  the 
public  applaufe  of  the  moft  diftinguiihed  of  pa- 

they  were  both  in  the  number  of  the  confplrators  agalnft 
Casfar;  and  both  afterwards  afted  with  Brutus  and  Caflius 
in  Afia.  This  epiftle  appears  to  have  been  written  from 
the  ifland  of  Cyprus  foon  after  the  news  of  Antony's  defeat 
at  the  battle  of  Mutina  had  reached  that  part  of  the  world. 
Cdfaubon,  ad  Suet.  Jul.  8o.      Appian.  B,  C.  p.  67 1. 

'  This  feems  to  allude  to  the  honours  that  were  paid  to 
Cicero  by  the  populace,  upon  the  news  that  Antony  had 
been  forced  to  abandon  the  fiege  of  Mutina.  "  The  whole 
**  body  of  the  people  (to  give  the  relation  of  this  faft  in 
the  words  of  Dr.  Middleton)  "  aflembled  about  Cicero's 
**  houfe,  and  carried  him  in  a  kind  of  triumph  to  the  Ca- 
*'  pitol :  where,  on  their  return,  they  placed  him  in  the 
"  roflra,  to  give  them  an  account  of  the  victory  :  and  then. 
"  conduced  him  home  with  infinite  acclamations."  P/piL 
xiv.  5.     Life  of  Cic.  iii.  197. 

»  Thofe  who  had  pafled  thro'  the  office  of  conful,  were 
filled  confuiars. 

triots. 
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A.u.  710.  triots.  Yes,  my  friend,  you  will  now  declare 
(what  you  promifed  to  conceal  till  the  recovery 
of  our  freedom  fiiould  render  it  to  my  advantage 
to  be  known)  you  will  now  declare  to  the  whold 
World  thole  ihftances  ybil  received  of  my  tender 
attachment  both  to  you  and  to  the  fepublic,- 
during  the  dark  and  dangerous  feafon  of  our 
fervitude.  I  am  much  lefs  foUicicbus,  however^ 
that  you  fhould  publilli  my  praifes,  than  that  you 
fnould  be  perfuaded  I  deferve  them :  and  I  had 
rather  ftand  approved  by  your  filent  judgment, 
than  without  that  internal  verdid:  in  my  favour, 
to  enjoy  by  your  recommendation  the  good 
opinion  of  the  whole  world.  It  is  my  great 
ambition  indeed,  that  you  fhould  efteem  my 
late  condud  to  have  been,  not  the  effedl  of  a 
fudden  and  irregular  impulfe,  but  the  natural 
refult  of  the  fame  uniform  principles  of  which 
you  have  been  a  witnefs :  in  a  word,  that  you 
fhould  think  of  me,  as  of  one  from  whom  the 
republic  has  fo  much  to  expect,  as  may  well 
juftify  every  honour  to  which  I  Ihall  be  ad- 
vanced. I  am  fenfible,  my  dear  Cicero,  that 
your  own  family,  as  they  are  well  worthy  of  the 
relation  they  bear  to  you,  deferve  your  firfl  and 
moft  tender  regard.  But  thofe  furely  have  a  right 
to  the  next  place  in  your  affection,  who  endeavour 
to  imitate  your  patriot  virtues :  and  I  fhall  be 

glad 
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glad  to  find  that  their  number  is  confiderable.  I  A.u.  710. 
imagine,  however,  that  it  is  not  fo  great  as  to  ex- 
clude me  from,  a  fhare  in  your  good  offices,  and 
prevent  you  from  procuring  any  public  diftinc- 
tions  in  my  favour  which  Iliall  be  agreeable  to 
your  inclination  and  your  judgment.  That  I  am 
not  unworthy  of  them  with  refpe6t  to  the  difpo- 
fition  of  my  heart,  I  have  already,  perhaps,  fuf- 
ficiently  convinced  you  :  and  as  to  m.y  talents, 
whatever  they  may  be,  the  general  opprcflion  un- 
der which  our  country  fo  long  laboured,  would 
not  fuffer  them  to  appear  in  their  full  advantage. 
I  drew  together  out  of  the  ports  of  this  Afiatic 
province  and  of  the  neighbouring  iflands,  all  the 
fhips  of  war  I  could  poffibly  coUedl :  and,  con- 
fidering  the  great  oppofition  I  met  with  from  the 
feveral  cities,  I  mann'd  them  with  tolerable  expe- 
dition. With  this  fleet  I  purfued  that  of  Dola- 
bella,  commanded  by  Lucilius  :  who  after  hav- 
ing frequently  made  a  fhew  of  coming  over  to 
me,  but  flill  however  continuing  to  retreat,  fail- 
ed at  length  into  the  port  of  Corycus  '  j  where  he 
blocked  himfelf  up.  I  did  not  think  proper  to 
follow  him  thither ;  not  only  as  judging  it  moft 
advifable  to  join  our  land  forces,  but  as  Turuli- 
us  the  Qusftor  lay  behind  me  with  a  fquadron 
which  Tullius  Cimber  fitted  out  the  lall  year 

»  In  Cilida. 

Vol.  III.  B  b  from 


370  The    LETTERS       Book  XV. 

AU. 710. from  Bythinia.  I  put  in  therefore  at  Cyprus: 
from  whence  I  take  this  firft  opportunity  of  ac- 
quainting you  with  the  intelligence  1  have  here 
received.  I  am  to  inform  vou  then,  that  the  city 
of  Laodicea,  (in  purfuance  of  the  example  of  our 
faithlcfs  allies  the  Tarfenfes  ',  tho'  indeed  with  a 
greater  degree  of  folly)  have  voluntarily  called  in 

■  Dolabella.  From  thofe  two  cities  he  has  com- 
pofed  an  army  (as  far  as  numbers  can  make  an 
army)  of  Greek  foldiers,  and  is  encamped  before 
Laodicea;  having  thrown  down  part  of  the  walls, 
in  order  to  join  his  camp  with  the  town.  On  the 
other  hand,  CalTius  *  is  encamped  about  twenty 
miles  diftant  from  him  at  Paltos.  His  army  con- 
fifts  often  legions,  and  twenty  auxiliary  cohorts, 
together  wdth  four  thoufand  horfe.    Pie  imagines, 

•  that  he  fhall  be  able  to  oblige  the  enemy  to  furren- 
der,  without  hazarding  a  battle  :  as  wheat  is  fo 
fcarce  in  Dolabella's  camp  that  it  is  fold  for 
twelve  drachmas.  The  enemy  muft  necelTarily, 
indeed,  be  deftroyed  by  famine,  if  they  are  not 
foon  fuppliedby  the  fnips  that  belong  to  Laodicea. 
This,  however,  we  Hiall  with  great  eafe  prevent : 
for,  befides  the  three  fquadrons  under  Turulius, 
Patifcus,  and  myfelf;  CaTius  has  a  confider- 
able  fleet  in  thefe  feas  commanded  by  Sextilius 

"  The  citizens  of  Tarfus. 
*  Caius  Caffius. 

Rufus. 
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Rufus.     Let  me  encourage  you  then  to  hope,  a.u.  71a. 
that  we  fhall  foon  vindicate  our  liberties  with  the 
fame  fuccefs  '  in  this  part  of  the  world,  as  has 
attended  your  army  in  Italy.     Farewel. 

Cromyacris,  in  Cyprus,  June  the  13th. 

LETTER      XV. 
To    Decimus    Brutus. 

I  Was  expefting  every  day  to  hear  from  you, 
when  our  friend  Lupus  gave  me  notice  that 
he  was  juft  fetting  out  to  you,  and  defired  to 
know  if  I  had  any  thing  to  write.  But  tho'  I 
have  nothing  worth  communicating,  more  than 
what  you  are  furnifhed  with  by  the  public  jour- 
nals i  and  that  you  are  no  friend,  I  am  told,  to 
letters  of  mere  empty  form  i  yet  I  cannot  forbear 
following  your  example,  and  fending  you  two  or 
three  Ihort  words.  Be  afTured  then,  that  all  our 
hopes  reft  upon  you  and  your  collegue"^.  As  to 
Brutus  ',  I  am  not  able  to  give  you  any  certain 
account  of  him:  I  can  only  fay,  that  in  purfuance 
of  your  advice,  I  endeavour  to  perfuade  him  in 
all  my  letters  to  come  over  into  Italy,  and  to  take 

'  See  rem.  8.  p.  316.  of  this  vol. 

■*  Plancus. 

5  Marcus  Brutus. 

B  b  2  a  part 
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A.u.  710.  a  part  in  this  general  war  '\  I  much  with  he  were 
now  here :  as  his  prefence  would  render  me  lefs 
apprehenfive  of  the  confequences  of  thefe  intef- 
tine  commotions  "^  which  prevail  in  Rome ;  and 
which  are  by  no  means,  indeed,  inconfiderable. 
— But  I  forget  that  I  propofed  to  imitate  your 
laconic  brevity,  and  am  running  on  in  a  fecond 
page.  Farewel  then,  and  may  fuccefs  attend 
your  arms  ^ ! 

June  1 8th. 

*  The  conduft  of  Marcus  Brutus,  as  far  as  can  be  judged 
of  it  at  this  great  diftance,  appears  altogether  unaccountable. 
Before  the  battle  of  Mutina,  he  had  drawn  down  all  his  for- 
ces to  the  coaft,  in  order  to  embark  for  Italy,  if  any  accident 
Ihould  make  his  affiltance  neceffary.  But  upon  the  news  of 
Antony's  defeat,  he  retired  to  the  re moteft  parts  of  Greece 
and  Macedonia,  to  oppofe  the  attempts  of  Dolabella:  and 
from  that  time  (as  Dr.  Middleton  obferves)  feemed  deaf  to 
the  call  of  the  fenate,  and  to  all  Cicero's  letters,  which  urged 
him  fo  ftrongly  to  come  to  their  relief.  But  had  Brutus  and 
Caffius  (as  the  fame  ingenious  hiftorian  remarks)  marched 
with  their  armies  towards  Italy,  at  the  time  when  Cicero 
firft  preiTed  it,  before  the  defertion  of  Plancus  and  the  death 
of  Decimus ;  it  feems  reafonable  to  believe,  that  the  im- 
mediate ruin  of  the  republic  might  have  been  prevented. 
Life  ofCic.  iii.  247. 

■^  The  difturbances  to  which  Cicero  alludes,  were  pro- 
bably thofe  that  were  occafioned  by  the  violent  meafures  of 
Oftavius  in  order  to  obtain  the  confulate.  See  rem.  8, 
p.  381.  of  this  vol. 

®  Decimus  Brutus  foon  after  the  date  of  this  letter,  was 
moft  treacheroufly  deferted  by  Plancus:  who  drew  off  his 
troops  from  thofe  of  his  collegue,  and  went  over  with  them 
to  the  camp  of  Antony  and  Lepidus.  "  Decimus  Brutus 
*'  being  thus  abandoned  and  left  tc  fliift  for  himfelf,  with  a 
"  needy  mutinous  army,  eager  to  de^^:rt,  and  ready  to  give 
**  him  up  to  his  enemies,  had  no  other  way  to  fave  himfelf 
•'  thaa  by  flying  to  Marcus  Erutas  in  Macedonia.     But  the 

LET- 
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LETTER    XVI. 

To    Caius    Cassius. 

YOUR  relation  and  my  friend  the  worthy  A.u.  710. 
Lepidus,  together  with  all  his  adherents, 
were  by  an  ananimous  decree  of  the  fenate  which 
pafTed  on  the  30th  of  June  laft,  declared  public 
enemies  to  their  country :  but  at  the  fame  time  a 
full  pardon  was  offered  to  fuch  as  fhall  return  to 
their  allegiance  before  the  firft  of  September. 
The  fenate  a(5ts  with  great  fpirit :  but  it  is  the 
expeflation  of  being  fupported  by  your  army  that 
chiefly  animates  them  in  their  vigorous  meafures* 
I  fear  indeed,  that  we  fliall  have  occafion  for  all 
your  affiflance  :  as  the  war  is  now  become  ex- 
tremely formidable  by  the  villainy  of  Lepidus. 

The  accounts  which  daily  arrive  concerning  Do- 
labella,  are  altogether  agreeable  to  our  wifhes  : 
but  at  prefeiit  they  are  nothing  more  than  mere 
rumours.     However  your  letter  addrefled  to  the 

"  diftance  was  fo  great,  and  the  country  fo  guarded,  that 

"  he  was  often  forced  to  change  his  road,  for  fear  of  being 

*'  taken  ;  'till  having  difmifTed  all  his  attendants,  and  wan- 

"  dered  for  fome  time  alone  in  difguife  and  diftrefs,  he  con- 

*'  mitted  himfelf  to  the  proteftion  of  an  old  acquaintance  and 

**  holt,  whom  he  had  formerly  obliged :   where  either  thro* 

*'  treachery  or  accident,   he  was  furprifed  by  Antony's  fol- 

*'  diers,  who  immediately  killed  him,  and  returned  wich  his 

**  head  to  their  general.     Vel.  Paterc.  ii.  64.    Jpp.  iii.  588. 

"  Fal.  Max.  ix.  13."     Life  ofCic.  iii.  24Z. 

B  b  3  fenate. 
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A.U.710.  fenate,  dated  from  the  camp  on  the  9th  of  May, 
has  raifed  a  general  perfuafion  in  Rome,  that  he 
is  aftually  defeated.  Accordingly  it  is  imagined 
that  you  are  now  upon  your  march  into  Italy, 
with  a  view  on  the  one  hand,  of  fuccouring  us 
with  your  troops,  if  any  of  thofe  accidents  fo 
common  in  war  fhould  have  rendered  our  arms 
unfuccefsful :  or  on  the  other  hand,  of  affifling 
Vs  with  your  counfcls  and  authority,  in  cafe  we 
fhould  have  proved  viftorious.  You  may  be  af- 
fured,  in  the  mean  while,  that  no  endeavours  of 
mine  fhall  be  wanting  to  procure  the  forces  un- 
der your  command  all  pofllble  honours.  How- 
ever I  muft  wait  a  proper  feafon  for  this  purpofe, 
when  it  fhall  be  known  how  far  they  have  availed, 
or  are  likely  to  avail,  the  republic.  At  prefent 
we  have  only  heard  of  their  endeavours  in  the  caufe 
of  liberty  :  and  glorious,  it  muft  be  acknowledg- 
ed, their  endeavours  have  been.  But  ftill  fome 
politive  fervices  are  expefted :  and  thefe  ex- 
peftations,  I  dare  be  confident,  either  already 
are,  or  foon  will  be,  perfe6lly  anfwercd.  No  man, 
indeed,  poflefles  a  more  patriot  or  heroic  fpirit 
than  yourfelf :  and  it  is  for  this  reafon  that  we 
wifh  to  fee  you  in  Italy  as  foon  as  pofiible.  The 
fa6t  is,  if  you  and  Brutus  were  here,  we  fliould 
look  upon  the  republic  as  reftored. 


If 
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If  Lepidus  had  not  received  Antony,  weak  A.u.  710. 
and  defencelefs  as  he  was,  when  he  fled  after 
the  battle  of  Mutina,  we  fhould  have  obtained  a 
complete  victory.  This  infamous  ftep  therefore 
has  rendered  him  far  more  odious  in  Rome  even 
than  Antony  himklf  ever  was.  For  Antony  raif- 
ed  a  war  at  a  time  when  the  republic  was  in  the 
utmoft  ferment :  whereas  Lepidus  has  kindled 
the  flames  in  the  midd  of  peace  and  victory.  We 
have  the  confuls  eleJl '  to  lead  our  armies  againfl: 
him  :  but  tho'  we  greatly  depend  upon  their  cou- 
rage and  conduft ;  fliill  however  the  uncertain 
event  of  war,  leaves  us  much  to  fear.  Be  aflured 
therefore,  that  our  principal  reliance  is  upon  you 
and  Brutus  ;  whom  we  hope  foon  to  fee  in  Italy : 
and  Brutus  indeed  we  expecft  every  day.  Should 
we  have  defeated  our  enemies,  as  I  hope  we  fhall, 
before  your  arrival ;  the  authority,  neverthelefs, 
of  two  fuch  illuftrious  citizens  will  be  of  infinite 
fervice  in  raifing  up  the  republic,  and  fixing  it 
upon  fome  tolerable  bafis.  All  our  bufinefs  in- 
deed will  by  no  means  be  over,  notwithflanding- 
we  fhould  be  delivered  from  the  infamous  defigns 
of  our  enemies  :  as  there  are  many  other  dif- 
orders  of  a  difi^erent  kind,  which  it  will  be  flill 
neceflfary  to  redrefs.     Farewel. 

•  Dcclmus  Brutus  and  Plancus, 

B  b  4  LET- 
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LETTER    XVIL 
To  A  M  p  I  u  s  '. 

A.u.  710.  "XT  OUR  family  has  informed  you,  I  imagine, 
J  of  my  zealous  labours  to  procure  your 
reftoration  :  as  I  have  the  pleafure  to  be  affured 
that  they  are  abundantly  fatisfied  with  my  fervi- 
ces.  Uncommon  indeed  as  the  affedlion  is  which 
they  every  one  of  them  bear  towards  you  j  yet 
I  cannot  allow  that  they  are  more  fincerely  de- 
lirous  of  your  welfare  than  myfelf  I  am  fure 
at  leaft,  their  power  of  aflifling  you  in  this  con- 
junfture,  is  by  no  means  equal  to  mine.  I  have 
employed  it,  and  fhall  continue  to  employ  it 
for  your  benefit :  and  1  have  already  gained  a 
very  confiderable  point,  which  will  much  con- 
tribute to  facilitate  your  return.  In  the  naean 
while,  preferve  a  firm  and  manly  fpirit :  and  be 
well  perfuaded  that  my  good  offices  iliall  not  be 
wanting  to  you  upon  any  occafion.     Farewel. 

'  In  fome  MSS.  the  fuperfcription  of  this  letter  is  to 
Appius,  and  in  others  to  Ampius  Balbus.  The  time  when 
this  letter  was  written  is  no  lefs  uncertain  than  the  perfon 
(o  whom  it  is  addreiTed. 


LET- 
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LETTER    XVIII. 

P  L  A  N  c  u  s,    Conful  eled,    to  Cicero, 

I  Cannot  forbear  to  exprefs  upon  every  occafion,  A.u.710. 
the  fentiments  I  entertain  of  your  repeated 
favours :  tho'  at  the  fame  time  it  is  with  fome 
referve  that  I  indulge  myfelf  in  this  fatisfa^ion. 
The  great  intimacy  indeed  which  you  allow  me 
to  enjoy  with  you,  renders  all  formal  acknow-' 
ledgments  of  this  kind  unnecefiary  :  nor  would 
I  make  fo  cheap  a  return  to  the  many  important 
obligations  I  owe  to  you,  as  that  of  mere  empty 
profefllons.  I  had  much  rather  referve  the  proofs' 
of  my  gratitude,  to  fome  future  opportunity  of 
teftifying  it  in  perfon  :  and  if  I  live  I  will  con-' 
vince  you  by  the  afTiduity  of  my  good  offices^ 
and  by  every  inftance  of  refped  and  efleem,  that 
you  have  not  a  friend,  nor  even  a  relation,  who 
is  fo  warmly  attached  to  you  as  myfelf.  In  the 
mean  time  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  determine,  whether 
the  daily  pleafure  I  receive,  or  the  lafling  ho- 
nour I  fhall  derive  from  your  afFeftionate  regard,.' 
be  greater. 

I  find  the  intereft  of  my  troops  has  been  a  pjrt 
of  your  care.     It  was  not  with  any  intention  of 

advancing 
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A.U.  710.  advancing  my  own  power,  that  I  was  defirous 
they  Ihould  be  diftinguifhed  by  the  fenate :  as  I 
am  confcious  of  having  no  views  but  what  re- 
gard the  welfare  of  the  republic.  My  reafons 
were,  in  the  firft  place,  becaufe  I  thought  they 
deferved  to  be  rewarded ;  and  in  the  next  place, 
becaufe  I  was  defirous  they  might  upon  all  oc- 
cafions  be  ftill  more  attached  to  the  common- 
wealth, I  hoped  likewife  by  thefe  means  fo 
ftrongly  to  fortify  them  againft  all  follicitations, 
that  I  might  be  anfwerable  for  their  continuing- 
to  a6t  with  the  fame  unlhaken  fidelity  which  they 
have  hitherto  preferved. 

I  have  kept  entirely  upon  the  defenfive :  and 
tho'  I  am  well  apprifed  with  how  much  juft  im- 
patience the  public  wifhes  for  a  decifive  a£lion, 
yet  I  perfuade  myfelf  that  the  fenate  v/ill  ap- 
prove my  conduct.  If  any  misfortune  indeed. 
Ihould  attead  our  arniies  in  this  part  of  the  world, 
the  republic  would  not  very  foon  be  in  a  con- 
dition to  oppofe  any  fudden  incurfion  of  thefe 
rapacious  traitors.  A$  to  the  Hate  of  our  forces  i 
I  imagine  you  already  know  that  thofe  under  my 
command  confift  of  three  veteran  legions,  toge- 
ther with  one  new-raifed  regiment :  which  laft 
however  is  compofed  of  far  the  beft  difciplined 
troops  I  ever  faw  of  this   fort.     Brutus  %  is  at 

*  Decimus. 

the 
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the  head  of  ten  legions ;  one  of  which  is  veteran ;  A.u.yio. 
another  has  been  upon  the  eftablifhnrient  about 
two  years  ;    and  all   the  refl  are  lately   raifed. 
Thus  you  fee,  tho'  our  army  is  very  numerous, 
it  is  not  extremely  ftrong.     The  republic  indeed 
has  but  too  often  had  occafion  to  be  convinced, 
how  little  is  to  be  expected  from  raw  and  un- 
experienced  forces.     However,   if  v/e  had  been 
joined   either    by   the  African  legions  ',    which 
are  compofed  wholly  of  veteran   troops,  or  by 
Casfar's',  we  fhould  without  hefitation  have  ha- 
zarded a    general  engagement.     As  the  troops 
of  the  latter  were  fomewhat  nearer  than  the  for- 
mer,   I  frequently  prefTed  Crefar  by  letters,  to 
advance  :    and  he  accordingly  promifed   to  join 
us  with  all  expedition.     But  other  views,  I  per- 
ceive,  have  diverted  him  from  thefe  intentions. 
Neverthelefs,   I  have  difpatched  my  lieuten;  nt 
Furnius  with  another  letter  to  him,  if  happily  it 
may  any  thing  avail.     You  are  fenfible,  my  dear 
Cicero,  that  I  take  an  equal  part  with  you  in  the 


5  Thefe  legions  compofed  part  of  that  army  with  which 
Julius  Caefar  defeated  Scipio  in  Africa  :  from  whence  they 
had  lately  been  recalled  by  the  fenate.  Butfoon  after  their 
landing  they  were  corrupted  by  the  other  foldiers  ;  and  de- 
ferting  the  fenate,  they  joined  themfslves  to  Odavius.  Li/e 
tj  Cic.  iii.  24.1. 

*  Odavius, 

!  affedion 
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A.u,  710.  affedlon  you  bear  to  Odavius.     He  has  a  right 

to  my  friendihip,  not  only  from  that  intimacy 

which  I  enjoyed  with  his  imcle  ,  but  in  regard 

alfo  to  his  own  difpofition :  which  as  far  as  I 

could  ever  difcover,   is  regulatisd  by  principles 

of  great  moderation  and  humanity.     It  would 

ill  indeed  become  that  diftinguifhed  amity  which 

fubfifled  between  Julius  Cffifar  and  myfelf,  not 

to  look  upon  0<5Lavius  with  all  the  tendernefs 

which  is  due  to  the  fon  of  my  friend  j    after  he 

has  been  adopted  as  fuch  by  Csfar's  will,    and 

that  adoption  approved  by  the  fenate.     What 

I  am  going  to  fay  therefore  is  more  the  didate 

of  concern    than   refentment :  but  it  muil  be 

acknowledged,   that  if  Antony  ftiil  lives ;  if  he 

has  been  joined  by  Lepidus  j  if  their  armies  are 

by  no  means  contemptible  :   in  a  word,  all  their 

hopes  and  all  their  attempts,  are  fingly  owing  to 

Ca^far  ^.     Not  to  look  farther  back  than  to  his. 

promife  of  joining  me  :  had  he  fulfilled  the  aflu- 

rances  he  gave  me  for  that  purpofe,  the  war  would 

by  this  time  either  have  been  totally  at  an  end, 

or  driven  into  Spain ;  where  the  enemy  could 

not  have  carried  it  on  without  great  difadvan- 

tage,  as  that  province  is  utterly  averfe  to  them. 

5  Julius  Csfar. 

^'  See  rem.  2.  p.  263.  of  this  vol. 

I  a.m 
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I  am  at  a  lofs  to  conceive  therefore,  with  what  a.u.  710. 
view,  or  by  whofe  advice,  Casfar  was  diverted 
from  a  meafure  (o  greatly  to  his  intereft  and  his 
honour,  in  order  to  turn  his  purluits  towards  a 
confulfhip  of  a  few  months  duration  "^  :  much 
to  the  terror  at  the  fame  time  of  the  republic  % 
and  v/ith  pretenfions  too,  exceedingly  ridicu- 
lous ''.  The  remonftrances  of  his  friends  might 
be  extremely  ferviceable  upon  this  occafion,  both 
to  himfelf  and  to  the  commonwealth.  But  none 
of  them,  I  am  perfuaded,  would  have  fo  much  in- 
fluence over  him  as  yours  *"  j  as  there  is  no  man 

'  To  the  end  of  the  current  year :  of  which  there  re- 
mained about  five  or  {ix  months  unexpired  when  Odtavius 
was  declared  conful. 

*  Oftavius  advanced  towards  Rome  at  the  head  of  feveral 
legions,  in  order  to  demand  the  confulate  :  which  threw 
the  city  into  the  utmoft  confternation  and  diforder.  Dio, 
p.  319.     Appian.^^  585,  6. 

9  Perhaps  the  abfurdity  to  which  Plancus  here  alluded, 
was,  that  0£lavius,  who  was  but  a  youth  of  twenty,  and 
confequently  who  wanted  above  twenty  years  of  the  age 
prefcribed  by  the  laws  for  being  qualified  to  fue  for  thecon- 
fular  office,  fhould  entertain  fo  extravagant  a  thought  as  to 
afpire  to  the  fupreme  magiftracy. 

'■^  Plancus  chofe  a  very  improper  man  to  diffuade  0£lavius 
from  purfuinghis  defign  upon  the  confulate,  when  he  fixed 
upon  Cicero  as  the  moil:  likely  perfon  to  prevail  with  him  for 
that  purpofe.  It  appears  indeed  that  Odlavius  had  artfully 
enfnared  Cicero  to  enter  into  his  views,  by  parfuading  him 
that  he  was  defirous  of  having  him  for  his  collegue  in  the 
confular  office,  and  promifing  to  leave  the  fole  adminiilra- 
tiort  0^  it  to  Cicero's  fuperior  wifdom  and  experience.  The 
bait  was  too  well  adapted  to  his  vanity  and  ambition,  to  be 
thrown  out  in  vain  :  and  Cicero  undertook  the  management 

2  who 
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A.U.yio.who  is  fo  much  obliged  to  you  except  myfelfi 
for  I  fhall  ever  acknowledge  that  the  favours  I 
have  received  from  you  are  great  and  innumer- 
able. I  have  given  inftruftions  to  Furnius  to 
foilicit  Casfar  upon  this  fubjedt :  and  if  I  fhould 
have  that  authority  with  him  which  I  am  fure  I 
ought,  he  will  hereafter  thank  me  for  my  advice. 
In  the  mean  time,  we  have  a  very  difficult  part 
to  fuftain  here :  as  on  the  one  hand,  we  do  not 

of  this  affair  upon  the  terms  propofed.  Plutarch,  Appian, 
and  Dion  Caflius  all  concur  in  giving  teftimony  to  the  truth 
of  thisfadl:  but  as  it  is  a  fad  which  proves  that  Cicero 
was  by  no  means  at  this  jun£lure  afting  the  part  of  a  pa- 
triot :  the  polite  apologill  of  his  condudt  has  endeavoured 
to  difcredit  the  evidence  of  thefe  hiftorians.  To  this  end 
Dr.  Middleton  produces  the  follov/ing  paflage  from  the  let- 
ters to  Brutus,  as  an  inconteftable  proof,  "  that  no  man 
•'  was  more   fhocked  at  Oftavius's  attempt,  or  took  more 

*'  pains  to  dilTuade  it,  than  Cicero."     Ceefarem impro' 

bijjimis  litteris  quidam  fallacihufque  nunc'tis  impulerunt  in  fpem 
certijjimam  conjulatus.  ^ued  Jimulatque  fenji,  neque  ego  ilium 
abfentem  litteris  monere  dejiiti,  nee  accufare  prafentes  ejus  necef- 
fariosy  qui  ejus  cupiditati  fuffragari  videhantur  ;  nee  in  fenatu 
fctleratijjtmorum  conjiliorum  fames  aperire  dubita'vi.  Epijl.  ad 
Brut.  10.  Now  there  feems  to  be  the  ilrongeft  reason  to 
queftion  either  the  authenticity,  or  the  veracity,  of  this 
letter  :  becaufe  it  is  mod  certain  from  one  of  Cicero's 
Philippics,  that  he  adlually  did  favour  the  earlieJl;  poiTible 
promotion  of  Odavius  to  the  confulate.  ^id eji  enim  P.  C. 
(fays  he)  atr  eum  (Oiia'vium)  non  quam  primum  ampliffi- 
mos  honores  capers  cupiamus  r  Legibus  enim  annalibus  cum 
grandiorem  atatem  ad  confulatum  conflituebant,  adolefcentia 
tetneritatem  verebantur.  C.  Cafar  ineunte  atatt  docuit  ab  eX" 
cellenti  eximiaque  'virtutBy  progrefTum  aitatis  cxpeftari  non 
oportere.  In  hcc  fpes  libertatis  pojita  eji  ;  ab  hoc  accepta  jam 
falus,  huic  fummi  honores  et  exquiruntur  et  parati  funt,  Phil. 
V.  17,  18.  Could  Cicero,  afcer  this,  without  being  guilty 
of  the  wildeft  and  the  weakell  inconfillency,  **  admonifh 

think 
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think  ourfelves  altogether  flrong  enough  tOAU.710. 
hazard  an  engagement :  and  on  the  other,  muil 
take  care  not  to  expofe  the  republic  to  greater 
dangers  by  declining  one.  However,  if  Caefar 
fhould  comply  with  the  dictates  of  his  intercft 
and  his  honour  :  or  if  the  African  legions  fhould 
fpeedily  join  us :  you  may  depend  upon  having 

nothing  to  fear  from  this  quarter. Let  me  in- 

treat  you  to  continue  your  friendfhip  to  me,  and 

**  Oflavius  by  letter  againft  his  defigns  upon  the  conful- 
'*  fhip  ;  reproach  thofe  to  their  face  who  encouraged  him 
"  in  that  ambitious  view  :  and  lay  open  the  fource  of  thefe 
•'  traiterous  counfels  in  the  fenate;"  (all  which  the  epiftle 
in  queftion  affirms  that  he  did ; )  when  he  had  himfelf  in 
the  fpeech  and  in  the  paflage  above  cited,  faid  every   thing 
that  his  wit  and  eloquence  could  fuggeft  in  favour  of  Ofta- 
vius's  premature  advancement  to  the  confular  office  ?  Either 
the  letters   then   to  Brutus  are   not  genuine ;  or  Cicero  to 
ferve  a  prefent  purpofe,  pretended  that  he  had  a£led  a  part 
which    he  did    not.     The   former  of  thefe  fuppofitions  is 
maintained  by  fomc  very  learned  and  judicious  critics  :  and 
the  latter  will  by  no  means  be  thought  improbable,  if  there 
is   any   weight  in    the   feveral  inftances  of  the  fame  kind 
which  have  been  occafionally  produced    in  the   courfe  of 
thefe  remarks.     But  whichever  of  thefe  alternatives  be  the 
fa£l,  it  equally  concludes  in  fupport  of  that   hiftorical  evi- 
dence for  which  I  have  been  contending.     In  farther  con- 
firmation of  which  it  may  be  obferved,  that  Plutarch  cites 
the  authority  of  Oftavius  himfelf,  for  what  he  affirms  con- 
cerning the  private  agreement  between  Oilavius  and  Cicero 
in  regard  to  the  confulate.     And  it  is  probable  he  took  this 
piece  of  fecret  hiilory   from  thofe   memoirs  which  O&avius 
wrote  of  his  own  life:  as  it  is  certain  that  both  Plutarch 
and  Appian  made  great  ufe  of  them  in  compiling  their  hif- 
lories.      PLt.  in  'vit.  Cic.  Appian.  p.  578,  9.    385.     Dio.   p. 
519.  Middlet.  on  the  epiji.  to  Brut.  p.  134.  rem.   8.   TiinJlaV% 
ebferv.  on  the  epiJi,  to  Brut.  p.  zzz.  et  Suet,  in  Aug,  S^. 

6  to 


3^4 
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A.U.710.  to  be  afllired  that  I  am  entirely  yours,     Fare- 
wel  ". 

From  my  camp,  July  the  28th. 

"  Plancus  Toon  after  the  date  of  this  letter,  abandoned 
his  collegue  Decimus  Brutus,  and  went  over  with  his  troopa 
to  Antony  and  Lepidus.  See  rem.  8.  on  letter  15.  of  this 
Book.  About  four  months  likewife  from  the  time  when 
this  letter  was  written,  the  celebrated  coalition  was  formed 
between  Casfar,  Antony  and  Lepidus  :  in  confequence  of 
which,  Cicero,  it  is  well  known,  was  facrificed  to  Antony's 
refentment.  In  the  laft  moments  of  his  life  he  behaved 
with  great  compofure  :  and  it  is  the  only  circumftance  in 
all  his  mistortunes,  that  he  bore  with  a  becoming  fortitude. 
He  had  indeed  fo  much  the  lefs  reafon  to  complain  of  his 
fate,  as  it  is  certain  that  he  fufFcred  nothing  more  than  he 
would  have  inflided,  had  Fortune  put  Antony  into  his 
power.  Otnnium  ad'ver/orum,  fays  Livy,  fiibil  ut  njiro  dig' 
num  erat,  lulit,  prater  mortem  :  qua,  'uere  aftimanti,  minus 
indigne  n^ideri  potuit ,  quod  a  'viSlore  inimico  nihil  crudelius  paf- 
furus  erat,  fiiam  quod  ejiyiem  fortunes  compos  ipfefecijjet.  Liv, 
fragm.  apud  Senec.  Suafcr.  6.  This  is  the  judgment  which 
the  nobieft  and  moil  impartial  of  the  Roman  hiftorians  has 
pafled  upon  Cicero :  and  the  truth  of  it  is  abundantly  con- 
^rmed  by  the  foregoing  letters. 
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